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CIIArTER I. 


“ l’jnuenu.” 

A iiooM Qn the groi^tl floor, octagonal in sllapo,^ith an old 
and picturesque fireplace filling up one of tho narrwvor sides — 
stopping up the corner, if one may say so— and with wincbws 
in two of its sides, is filled with the morning sunsluHO. The 
room and its furniture mako an odd contrast, fdr tho furnitiyo 
is new and the room is old. The chimney-piflce^ is of -tiles that 
tell in their pictorial ornamentation ^many a Imptnral story. 
The ceiling is painted in colours once gorgeous, now fade4^ A 
broad-backed and large-limbed goddess floats there, half clad in 
volumes of bright blue drapery, upon clouds solid-looking as 
her own substantial frame, and amid bulbous Oupids and masses 
of hothouse flowers. The walls are of a dark and closely-griti^ed 
w'ood, and are all in panels of varioroS sizes — two panels to each 
side of tho octagon — and pictures, no doubt, once filled pach 
compartment. The windows look upon tree'^ apd folia^ so 
thickly set that- a stranger suddenly dropped dowr* 1 ' room 
might fancy himself in the apartment of a palace adorned by 
Yerrio, and planted in the midst of courtly /ark. He might 
have been right enough as to the palace,' but a glopce toid: the 
v/indow quickly disposef of the parjk.^ . She trees Are sot in 

tho gardens 6i the Thames Embanknienl^ and tho octagonal room 
with the godi^BS floating on the oeili^ is on the ground-floor of 
a house in oilo of the streets rnnniSg to the river from tho 
western end of the Str&ftd. . . : . • 

The present occupant of , tHi«?r9om was immense!^ proud of 
it. He was almost in love punting about for lodgings 

which should be conveniently, central for the West Ena, the 
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thcatrcEJ, and tlio "British Mnsoiim, lie liad seen the word “ ClSam- 
hers ” in one of the windows of this house, and he was attracted 
by the trees in flic f^ardens of the now Embankment. But when 
ho went in and saw the cliainbers; when ho looked at tho 
chimney-piece of tiles and the painted coiling; when he found 
that evpry room in the house had its history, that famous nobles 
and foreign ihinccs' liad oco/’pied that room, that celebrated 
beauties liad swept up afid down'tfioso broad staircases; ho 
enti ird into posscj-hion without uToro “words, and felt as proud 
as if ho had como into some great iiiheritanco. Tho suite of 
rooms consistcd^only of .this one and a bedroom that opened out 
ofjt; but 1 lie ])rcsent occupant wiinted no more. There wore not 
many residenis in the )iou»o besides himself. Every chamber 
w^as occupied, but, most of the occupants only used the place 
for offic(^ hiisiiiess Of some kind, and ^vent away in tho evening. 

Breakfast is laid u))on a ^tidly modern and common-place 
table in the middle bf llio room; breakfast is the only meal tho 
tenant hajj in his chambers, and it is supplied to him by special 
stipulation, and as an extriy or “liextra,*’ by tlio elderly person 
in cliargo o^tho Jiousc. iicwsi^aper lies on tho table along 
with some yTc tiers. These latter are nearly all addressed to 
"0. J. l\mhrok<L Es(i.,'’ but oiio in a W’oinan's hand is addressed 
I’ully and fovmaTly to ‘‘ Christmas ‘John Pembroke, Esq.,*’ and 
Christinas as a man’s first name is not seen every day. 

• Enters from yio bedroom a tall, slight, and boyish-looking 
young man in an old velvet coat, lie has brown hair and a dark 
complexion, and a moust?lche not yet very thickly grown on a 
face that otherwise is smooth as a girl’s. He docs not look like 
a Londoner — pcdiaps tho wrist that shows itself from the 
sleeve of a coat >7111011 has shrunk, or ivliich ho has outgrown, is 
a little too brown and muscular for London rearing. Besides, 
he looks rather fresh and contented with himself and with life 
generally for a London vdhth. He gazes up at tho ceiling and 
all about tho rqimi with irrepressible admiration. He has not 
nearly got the proud sciisation of ownership. Ho has to 
stop alui'TCfiiilw(ihout it, in fact, to take it all in. Then he looks 
out at the timi and at tho glancing river. It is June, and 
London is delicious. Since ho arrivccl there have been hardly 
any wct*?lays, aiid^sinco«his coming into these chambers abso- 
lutely none at all/ And yet ho is not merely London’s lover, 
but London’s devotee. 

Then ho looks at tho letters on tho table, and lie is abont to 
open one of thenr, which is evidently au invitation of some kind, 
when ho secs the letter which is addressed in the handwriting of 
a woman. Ho is just at tho ago wh^ tho sight of his own name 
in a woman’s hand sends a thrill througli him. He ought first 
to have wondered who the woman could be, for he did not know 
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of Any lady in England who was at all likely to write to him or 
who knew his name so precisely. Ihifc tho first idea which comes 
to liim is an odil little feeling of wonder whether, with llie pro- 
gress of tlio movement for w’omau’s equal rights, women will 
insist on writing in tho same sort of character as men, and <iuito 
an earnest hope that it may not bo so — it is so iqterosting to s<'o 
a letter addressed to one jn. what wojv now <o be a woman’s hand. 
Then he sots himself seriously to woiidoriug what woman it can 
bo who writes to him,^^ancl bo wonders about this, and turns the 
letter over and ovci*,‘and tantalises liihisclf, ;aiul is positively 
afraid that Avhen he does fipeiyt it wilt resolve its(;lf, as so many 
of his letters do since he has liad his name painted on the side of 
the hall door, into a circular inviting nim to buy cheap sherry, 
coals, or shirts. 

At last ho opens tho letter. 

It was dated from a place which, as we}! as (Hiristmas could 
make out the Avord, was called “ I)iu*ev\"oods,” in one of the 
southern counties on the sea. * 

“ I have seen in tho pajKU's the name and addrcs:!f. of Christmas 
John rembroko, described as a young man. I noVer beard of 
any Christmas Jolin Tembroko but my old ami dear friend^ who 
left England when I w^as young, and of wlioso death I read a 
year ago. If you arc liis son, will you kindly write a lino, and 
I will w'l’ito to you again? You must have- heard your father 
speak of mo, if I am not addressing^ stranger. If I am, pray 
excuse what must seem a very odd intrusion ; and let mo add 
that I am now an elderly w'oman, and am only seeking to hear 
of a very old acquaintance." 

Tho letter was signed ** Diono Lyle ; " and if Christmas is not 
a very common name for a man, certainly, in our day, Diouo is 
not a familiar name for a w’^oman. ^Dionc! The young man 
started when he saw it. « ' 

IIo read the letter over and over again, and, was 

alone, with glowing cheeks. It sounded like o^mild and molan- 
clioly rcy)roach. His father liad asked him to fi.^d out if ho could 
a certain lady — an ( Id friend — in England. This w’as on that 
mournful jounioy towards liomc, when his -fattier wal?i breaking 
down, and l>egan to be conscious that ho was not destined ever to 
see the country of his youth any more. When tho young man sat 
by his father’s dying bed, tho last words that, came clearly from 
liis lips w^ere “ Dione, Htone 1 " and then the dying man murmured 
hastily— oh, so hastily anc^ unintelligibly — some counsel, some 
instruction, something which poor Christmas could not make 
out, and then sank back and all was over. That was a year ago 
—already. 
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Never in the course of all the years during which Christinas 
had lived with his father — ^they two alone, so far as anything 
like home life was concerned — had lie heard him say anything 
of this lady until it became clear enough that the elder man was 
destined not to reach England. Even then, in the first instance 
at Icastt he ha^l only said that ho hoped when Christmas got to 
London he would find out a lally who had been an old and dear 
friend, and wlioin he shoulcf like Christinas to know. Christmas 
romcnihered this, hut was not prcparcTl at once to connect that 
association withfthe name whtcli w'as breathed from tlic dying 
lips — the one strango name. N^w tto name lay there before 
him ; and ho felt at once that some sad sweet story must have 
blended it with his father’* latest memories. Christmas had 
almost no recollection of his mother, except that she never took 
any interest in him or seemed to caro about anything ; and she 
died long ago. She died at Nfcc, where the boy’s earliest dis- 
tinctness of recollection settled itself around her. Then his 
father, who was a scientific engineer, took the hoy out to Cali- 
fornia, where ho engaged Jiimself in railway making while 
Christmas went to school in San Francisco. The opening np of 
Japan invited English skill and science, and the elder Pernbroko 
resolved to go thoro ; ho took Christmas with him and educated 
him* without help of otlicr teachers. IIo was a very kind and 
evfn afleetionato man, hut ho always seemed absorbed in his 
business when ho was not occupied in the education of his sou. 
One (lay he told Christmas,calmly that ho knew he could not livo 
much longer, and that he should like to see klngland once more, 
and should like Christmas to livo there always. It was on the 
voyage tD Siiu Francisco that he found himself dying, and then 
ho told Christina;^ so, and quietly said that he had expected to 
bo able to return to Japan after a short stay in England, and 
after having settled Christmas there, and had left his business 
affairs unarranged— that (Christmas had therefore Ixittcr return 
from San Franeiseo to Japan, and arrange matters as well as he 
could to England. IIo gave him some names of 

persons ho wiuLto sec in London, and various counsels and 
recommendation^, and at last the end came, and lie cried out 
tlio name of Dione, Diono 1 ” Then his gr^ve was made with- 
out lifinds in tlio Bacillc* and Christmas was alone. lie only 
remained in San Brancisco for tho next steamer to Japan. He 
arranged his father’s affairs, closed his accounts with the East, 
crossed the Pacific again, and then tho Atlantic, and was now 
preparing to think’ about beginning a cai-eCr in London. 

It was with a start of surprise Jliat tho lapse of time now 
suddenly impressed itself on him. His father was a year dead. 
A whole year since he heard that cry of “ Diono ! ” So many 
weeks to return to Japan, so many months there, so many to get 
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to London, with sliott delays in America, and a year was "ono, 
and it must bo owned that during all that lime ho had hardly 
once thoiiffht of his father's old friend. Ilow indeed could ho 
have possibly found her, or even gone about finding her? The 
chance that allowed her to see his name was the more fact that 
he liad intervened in a street quarrel and been summoned as a 
witness in a police-court, and had given Jiis napio and address, 
which accordingly gotiinlo th^ papers. Never before had ho 
been a witness in any law epurt; never before to his knowledge 
had his name appesved in print. Ilo^v many years might ho 
liiivo lived in London and ne^er cncountcrcfl such a chance? 
■\Vhy on the very night ^hicli brought his name into publicity, if 
as ho hesitated in Pall Mall, lie had turned up St. James’s Street 
instead of walking on and then •turning up the naymarket, ho 
never would have had to appear as a witness, and his father’s 
friend might never have kno\Yn of liis existence ! “ I begin to 
believe in Destiny,” Christmas said to hiyisclf, pleased as wo all 
are to think that Destiny has a particular eye upon us.* 

Tie held the letter open in his hand, and tkonght of all 
these things, and felt, in the odd way of mortals, a small and 
trivial diflaculty presenting itself most prominently to his mind 
amid so many serious reflections and saddeninfj: memories — a 
little difliculty which pushed itself out with^absurd proportions 
as in a badly adjusted pliotograph a hand or a foot projeefs 
itself into grotesque dimensions. This was the question the 
manner in which he was to address the My; whether he was 
to assume that sho was married or an old maid — Mrs. Lyle 
perhaps or Miss Lyle; and ho asked himself whether in the 
event of the conjecture which ho ^vould have to make turning 
out a mistake, it would bo better to ci-r on this si4« or that. 
Would it bo safer to run the risk of addressing an elderly and 
unmarried lady as Mrs., or an elderly and married lady as Miss? 
He decided that it would be better to write to Miss Lyle. A 
married lady would not take great •ITonce at being mistaken for 
a Miss, but an elderly spinster might well feel uncomfortable 
if she were addressed as a matron. , 

The w'hole thing ];:|pt him out a littlo for the moment. It 
made him feel remorseful, as if ho had nj:glcctcd something. 
He thought, too,^hat ho had no right to be /there enjoying the 
novel delights of Londoif wlicn his fathcr*was so latbly dead. 

IIo forgot his breakfast, and was about to begin a reply at 
once to his unexpected correspondent, when he heard a quick 
licavy tread outside, and then a knock at liis door. Ho called 
Como in,” and a ficad appeared at tho door, which was pre- 
sently followed by a stj*lwart body. The visitor was a tall 
soldierly-looking man, with a fresh florid face, short thick yellow 
moustache, bright blue eyes, and very short yellow or sandy 
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hair. Ho ^’oro a fi-ook coat buttoned acl’oss Iiis broad and 
somewhat swelling chest, and a crimson lie, and cairicMl an 
umbrella tucked iinJcr Ids arm, as a inoii miglit cany his 
sword. ITis waist was tightly drawn, and as ho entered tho 
room and bowed lie clicked bis liccls together. This was 
Captain Cameron, tlio hero of tho quarrel witli tlio police in 
which Christina,^ had mturfered and which brouglit his name 
into tho iiajiers. ' * 

“How do you do, sir? I’m afraid I have intruded at an 
awkward hour — ^too carlj a call V ” 

“Not at all,” sjid Christmas, 'glad jicuhaps to he iuterrupted 
at the moment. “Won’t you take a chjdr? Have some break- 
fast f I haven’t begun.” 

“Breakfast, eh? AVell, I ddu’t know, I don't often cat break- 
hist — wh.at you Engli»h fellows call breakfast.” 

“ We English billows ? You ijre English, surely ? ” 

“Not I, sir. I’m. a Iliglilandman — a Jlielaii’nian, sir! I 
represent- a great cJaii. But I’ve been out and about tlio world 
so much that — I am a good Higlilandraaii in Inart, mind -I 
liardly know wbat to call mysoif in habits. I’ll tell you though 
what a HighlandmaR never could learn to bo — and that is, un- 
grateful 1 I’ve not forgotten how yon interfered to lu ll) me out 
of a scrape— and took some trouble too: and that’s why I've 
called lo often' yon my cordial thanks.” 

“ Hon’t talk about it — ’twas nothing.” 

“Nothing to a gefitloinan — that’s true enough — and of course 
you couldn’t help yourself— you had to behave*’ like a gentleman. 
I didn’t think there were any gentlemen left in Ihigland. I 
Ihonglit the race was extinct here, like tlic wolf and Uic wolf-dog, 
and the gj-ost, and oiil the other grand old tilings that made the 
place worth living ij}. But I see your breakfast is getting cold. 
Now I insist on your going on with your breakfast, or I shall 
think myself in tho way and go.” 

“ All right — if you really ^voii’t join mo.” 

“No, I thank you. But if ^ on don’t mind my smoking a 
cigar?” 

“ Not tJio least in the world.” 

“ Won’t interforf with you at all — sure ? ” 

“ Quite sure.” 

“Tlicn ]^11 just’piiif a hille and ^^c’ll talk. I say, what a 
charming place you Ikivc here ! How did you get at this place ? 
That ceiling— 1 tell you, sir, that ceiling looked down on some 
Court beauties once. It’s Verrio, no doubt. IMcrry Monarch, aud 
Castlcmaine, and, what’s her name ? — Stevrftf t— and tliat sort of 
thing. But I wouldn’t have that furiijturo, you know, if I wero 
you— not that modern sort of thing. Eogular London lodging- 
house sticks. I’d dear that lot out.” 



•^riNOENu:^ 


7 


• 

“But I don’t know any better.” 

“ No? Just let me put things to rights for you. I know a 
man now tip in Hoi born— by tho way, liow they have ruined 
Ilolborn; I’d never have known it again! What was I saying? 
— Oh yes, about the furniture. I know a man in Ilolborn who 
would give you just tho right things — genuine furniture of the 
very date, and very cheap. He wouldn’t, dg it for.you perhaps — 
1 mean if ho didn’t know you; But he’d do it for me. Tliis is 
really a charming plfico«of yours; it must have a liistory. I 
should so like my sitter to sec it — my.sistcr^ IMrs. Scagraves. 
She’ll bo delighted to know you. * I’ll take you 4o lu'i* house.” 

“ You are very kind, ^am«uro,” murmured Christmas. • 

“ Oh, she’ll be delighted, and jou’ll bo charmed with hdV I 
know. Every body is. We’re very fond of each other, although 
wo don’t agree about anything.” • 

“Indeed?” 

“Not about any thing, sir— anything ! .SIio’s a Badical, and 
an advanced thinker, and God knows wliat other stuff. J don’t 
mind — women must have their nonsense, and she’s been a good 
sister to a confoundedly wild broMicr. Well, yon told mo you 
had been a long time out of London, like myftoff ? ” 

“ I have been out of London since I was a boy. I had almost 
forgotten its very streets.” • , 

“ Well, how do you liko it, now that you arc hero ? ” 

“ I am delighted with it — I love Lonilon ! 1 walk miles nk)ng 
tho streets — every name brings such associations with it. 1 
want to SCO every place that has any memory about it. I rush 
to tho theatres, no matter what is going on. I ‘ tear round,' as 
tho Americans say. I can’t settle to anythingyot. I — oh, I beg 
your pardon.” • 

He thought Captain Cameron was going to say something, 
and ho stopped, a little ashamed pcrliaps of his onthu,^i!ism. Tho 
gallant Cameron was leaning his chin gravely on one hand, which 
he supported upon the handle of litf umbrella, as if it wore tho 
liilt of a sword; and with the otlior hand ho had removed tho 
cigar from liis mouth. It was this action which made CJiristmas 
think ho wanted to say something. 

" No, I beg 7/oici’ pardon,” said Cameron ; “<il did not mean to 
interrupt you. I Mke to hear you talk in that way— it’s so fresh. 
It’s like— now what is it IjJcc ? Liko liearnig some old air that 
one hasn’t Jieard for ages; or the smell of sbmething—Iavondcr, 
perhaps— that used to bo about the bedrooms long ago, wh.cn ono 
was a boy ! Jove !-^what a difference twenty years can make ! ” 
“ Then you don’t luce London quite so well ? ” 

“ Like it ? I am sick <sf it 1 I liato it I There hasn’t been a 
gentleman born in London for the last twenty years. Tho age of 
gentlemen has gone, sir, and of gentlewomen I What does a 



8 DEAR LADjr DISDj^IN. 


London pirl talk of to-day ? Radicalism and blasplicmy—notliing 
else. What is society in London ? Frcothinking schoolmasters, 
and the literary puppies of Radicalism ! Look here, now, I’ll 
give you an instance. I went tho other morning to have my hair 
cut, in a barber’s place that I knew well twenty years ago. Tho 
name wp,s changed, of course — I didn’t mind that. Everything 
changes here llow-a-days? T4io fclIo\y who cut my hair, sir— a 
fine strapping young fellow, too, nearly six feet high, and with 
the air of a soldier about him — I fdund*out that he was a Volun- 
tcicr — what do you think he disooursed abotit while ho was cutting 
my hair ? »» • • 

Radical politics, I suppose, toeing London on your account 
of it.” 


” Tho doctrine of Evolution, sir — Darwin and Iluxlcy, and 
tho lot of them — hasTicd up somehow with the good time coining, 
and the universal brotherhood*, and I don’t know what else! 
Think of that ! That’s progress, T suppose ! My sister says so. 
I told her, aiicl she wants to go and have her hair dressed by my 
I)hilosophic harbor ! ” ^ 

** Then you aro^a Conservative?” said Christmas. don’t 
know much about English politics yet.” 

“ Good hcavei\s, my dear sir, neither do I ! What could I 
know or care about their confounded pettifogging parochial 
affairs? I servo the cause of gentlemen all over tho world. I 
fought for the Turlj against the Russian, and for the Pole against 
the Russian, and for the Southern gentlemen against the Yankee 
pedlars and vrooden nutmeg sellers. Now I am engaged in my 
own particular cause again. I am going to serve tho King ! ” 

Tilling ! — ^^jhat king ? ” 

iHere are only two kings in Europe,” said Cameron, rising 
solemnly from his dliair, as if to do reverence to the sacred names. 
“ llis Majesty King Henry the Fifth of Franco, and his Majesty 
King Charles the Seventh of Spain 1 ” Here ho raised his um- 
brella with the action of one who gives a military salute with a 
sword. " I would serve Henry the Fifth of France if he would 
only make a trial of his rights in tho field, sir ; but failing that I 
give my services, such as they are, to tlR3 King of Spain.” 

“ You are fighftng for the Carlists, then ? ” Christmas asked, 
with some, curiosity.^ ITe^iad a vague notion* somehow that tho 
Carlists only cxistctl*in ncwsjjapcrs and telegrams; and to meet 
one face to face in London seemed almost as interesting as meet- 
ing with a Crusader. 

Well, yes. I am going to fight for them. I have been over, 
and his Majesty was very kind; but these Spaniards are so 
jealous of foreigners. I want to do sdbicthing here which would 
give me a claim — raise money, get arms — so that they must givo 
me a position equal to my rank. I was a brigadier-general in 
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the Confederate army. I resigned my commission because they 
wouldn’t take my advice and I saw that things were going to tho 
dogs. I knew it. I told i)oor Lee. Ho wouldn’t see it. I re- 
signed. No matter; I can’t tako a lower rank than that now 
anywhere. Tho King can’t refuse mo that. Ho ouglit to know 
iiow to treat a gontloman ; don’t you think so ? I ouglit to got 
that rank.” ^ * 

“ Certainly, certainly,” ‘Christmas answered, hurriedly, per- 
ceiving that something was expected of him. 

“ You think so — yoif really think so ? • You ihink I am not 
wrong in insisting on my proper rank ? ” * 

Christmas again muttcled ^mething which might be tak^i 
for assent, although he could hardly •understand how such great 
devotion to the cause of Legitimacy could bo Reconciled with tho 
gallant champion’s anxiety about his own personal dignity. 

" I am glad to hear you say so,” Captain Cameron said, ex- 
tending his hand and exchanging a solemn and formal grasp with 
Christmas : “ I am very glad to hear you say so. Tho^dignity of 
the military profession shall never be degraded in my person, 
whatever England may do. I was Ih the Bri^sli army, as you 
are probably aware. I was onco proud — proud, sir — to hold a 
captain’s commission in tho British army. 1 need not tell you 
that I .am no longer proud of it. I have left that s(‘rvico,»sir. 
You will not reg«ard me now, if you please, as a British officer. 
No ; I beg of you not.” • 

Certainly not, if you don’t wish it. But 1 really don’t know 
why.” 

" Good heavens 1 Don’t know why ? A gentleman, as you 
are, not know why another gentleman should^iiot cho ose to Ip 
considered a British officer now ? Of course you’ve bcorhiTing 
out of civilisation; that expl.aiiis. Why, sir, •tho British army 
now is to be officered by shoeblacks and potboys.” 

"Oh, come, that won’t do even for my ignorance,” said 
Christmas. * 

"It’s the same thing, \^liat is there to hinder it? I toll 
you, my dear fellow, your tailor’s apprentice might have % com- 
mission now if he could omly get up a little patter of knowledge 
and pass a ridiculous examin.ation. And don’t ^ou see these are 
the very fellows to have th% impudenoo to try for conynissions ; 
and they’ll get them too, by Jove I Wait till 'lEngiand gets into a 
war, though, and see if she doesn’t miss her gentlemen. Well, 
let who will stand it. I’ll not; and so, my dear young friend, I 
servo his Majesty tho k^g of Spain.” 

Again he raised his stalwart form and sfilutcd the absent 
monarch with his umbrella.* 

" Well, sir,” ho said, about to tako his leave, " we must sco 
something of each other. I know tho town, and can bo useful to 
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you. I'll get you tho fumituro wo talked of whenever you like ; 
and you must dine with me and come and see my sister. 1 shall 
bo in London for a few weeks yei I think I shall have to take 
an office— a room, you know ; quiet, and all that— recruiting. 
Don't you sec? Somewhere in this quarter. I wonder now 
couldn't they give mo a room in this place ; it would suit my 
book Capital I^. I'lt ask thcjiousekccpcr as I go out. But you 
haven't fixed tho day to dino with mh and be introduced to my 
sister. I know you’ll like her ; ske's a remarkably clever woman 
—just in your line.*' „ ^ ^ 

Captain Cameron must have boon peculiarly quick of discern- 
ment if he had already discovered Adiat Pembroke’s lino was. 
Cbrtainly our young frieiic| liimsolf had not yet found it out, 
although ho had been trying liard for some time. But ho was in 
the delicious Chcruhin age, which secs in every petticoat a possible 
divinity— that charming poetic season just following, by so 
strange and sudden .a revolution, the school boy time which detests 
and desinscs all girls. To Christmas tho very name or thought 
of a woman was interesting, and ho thereforo listened with far 
greater attention to Captaiif Cameron now that he liad heard of 
a clever sister. 

Cai)taiu Cameron stood mcanwliilo liolding llio handle of the 
(looy ; and while* still speaking to Christmas ho heard footsteps 
in the pas.sago outside, and with liis habitual quick-glancing 
cn^’iosity ho looked over his shoulder tlirongh the half-open door. 
Suddenly he the door wide open, plunged into the passage, 
and called “ Sir John ! Sir John ! *' and Cliristmas saw him sliakiug 
both the hands of a tall and portly personage. 

‘'Come in, Sir John! Como in!” and tlio gallant Captain 
xmiii..yfftlo force flrow his friend into Christmas’s room. Now, 
my dear fellow,” he said " I do ask you to ohsciwo this extra- 
ordinary coincidcnco. Hero is the very man of all others that I 
want. I hadn’t the remotest idea where to find him, and when 
I come to make a call on you — wliom I saw for the first time the 
other day — I rush into the arms of biy old friend. Let me make 
my friends acquainted. Sir John, this is my young friend Mr. 
Pembroke. Pembroke, I am sure you ^miot hut know tho name 
of Sir John ClialU^nor ; it has a European — no, by Jove 1 a world- 
wide celebrity.” • , • 

Althbugli you didn’t know where to find mo,” said Sir John 
with a soft smile. * 

Sir John Cliallonor was one of those men whoso presence seems 
to fill a room. Captain Cameron was lall^nd sinewy ; Sir John 
was tall and full, lie had a splendid head of dark hair, and his 
beard and whiskers were glossy in tlAir darkness His forehead, 
his teeth, the one hand which was ungloved were very white. 
Ho looked a little too largo for a lady's doctor, and a little too 
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well dressed for a banker. Ho might liave been a president of 
the lioyal Academy, or the chairman of a .School Board perhaps. 
There was something at once grave and gracious about liim 
which diffused an atmosphere of dignity tliroiigh Christmas’s 
little room. 

“ Wo are very intrusive, Mr. Perabroko,” Sir John said, in a 
full sweet voice. “ I have Iiad the ^^leasuro (jf seeing you before 
now, when your door happened to be open, and 1 could not help 
glancing in at your pamtC(l.coilkig. I attend the board mceiings 
of a company which has«hambcrs on the flyst flo(^r. We liavo a 
painted ceiling too; but not, I thinlc, so fine as yoftrs.” 

“ Won’t you come in an(%look at it? 

“ Thank you, noc now, cerhxinly, Yhilo you arc still at break^ 
fast. We liavc disturbed you too much already.” 

Aud how are you all at Durewoods—isn^ it Durewoods ? " 
Captain Cameron asked. And how’s my Lady Disdain ? ” 

Sir John smiled quietly. , 

She has grown a tall woman now,” ho said. But we must 
not intrude on Air. Pembroke anymore just at ju'osoiii. 'Will you 
como iipstah-s witli mo, and I’ll then accompany you with 
pleasure ? ” • 

So they took ilioir leaves at last: Sir John with a gracious 
urbanity which left in ilic innocent mind of ourlJUglish l.id fri^m 
Japan a vague impression that tlio great man— ft)r Cliristmas 
was sure he must bo a great man— had taken a si^ecial lilting W 
him. • 

When they had gone, Christmas read over again the lei tor of 
Dione Lyle. Ho did not know that lie quite liked the ])ro,q)ect it 
opened ujj to him. It was almost j)ainful, in one senstj, to think 
of mooting this unknown old friend — i)crliaps bid lovo-^WfiJidl^ 
father’s. It was like the lightning on a record of some weakness 
which marred the sacredness of liis fat In r’s memory. Then the 
unknown IHrs. or Miss Lyle — she must be elderly, and perhaps 
wmuld bo W'ithcrcd and dull. PerhajlJ?, too, ho did not quite 
relish the prospect of having tb leave London so soon, wlicii ho 
found it so very delightful. Besides, he shrank from tlie ciiaiu'o 
of being questioned about Jiis family affairs — he knew so little 
about his mother. On the whole Ik^ felt uncoiiifortahlc— filled 
with a vague presontituent of^onicthingtfhilling.and discordant. 

Yet lie sat down at once and wrote a gcirial answef to the 
letter, and expressed liis desire to be allowcil to'visit his fither’s 
old friend. He said but little in the letter about his father. Ho 
thought ho w'Diild wait f^r all that until ho saw the lady, and 
could form some opinion as to the probability of liis father liaving 
really cared about her. As h» addressed tlio letter it struck him 
for the first time that the place wdiicli Cameron had mentioned 
to Sir John, and where ho assumed the latter to be living, had a 
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namo which sounded very like that of tho place from which 
Diono Lyle dated. That surely, he thought, would bo tho very 
oddest of odd coincidences, and who, I wonder, is my Lady Dis* 
dain ? For liis quick Ohcrubin cars had caught that name. 

lie throw himself upon his sofa, looked at his painted ceiling, 
and ttiought. 


t 

CHAPTER II. 

“ijr A BALCONY.” 

Two or three day% after tho visit of Captain Cameron, Christmas 
found himself comfortably alone in a first-class carriage of one 
of tho railway lines that connect London with the south-west 
coast, lie had received a letter from ‘"Miss” Lyle, as ho now 
assumed* her to be, asking him to pay her a visit of a few days, 
and he had plmigcd into* the expedition at once, lie had pre- 
pared for the visit mentally as for something melancholy and 
almost funereal, but just at present the sun and tho scenery 
W4iro too bright for anything gloomy to keep in tho mind, and 
tho run southward on tho railway was a revel of delight to our 
youth. He had to change from his train to one upon a branch 
lino less known* to travel, and it was near to evening when ho 
found liimsclf deposited on a little pier in a nook of a broad 
blue bay, all glittering in tho sun, and there seemed no way of 
jgettin g any farther. When he asked a railway porter what he 
*wW^o do noxf, he was told that the Eaucy Lass w’ould be u]) 
presently, and ho waited for tho coming of that ill-mannered 
demoiselle to help him to his journey's end. Very few passengers 
hfid come with him in the train, and of these only one apparently, 
a tall rather good-lookihg young man, who carried a rifle ease, 
and had a sort of soldierly air hbout him, seemed to bo going 
fartlucr.^ This young man had come all the Avay from London] 
for Christmas remembered seeing him on the platform in the 
morning. Several persons were waiting for the boat wdio had 
not corpe in tho train, «for it need^hardly be said that the Saucy 
Lass proved to be the little steamer that presently came puffing 
up to tho pier, and having put ashore lier passengers landward 
bound, turned round, took on board Christmas and his com- 
panions, and promptly plashed and S]jUittcrcd out into tho bay 
again. 

The Saucy Lass churned ho^ way pleasantly through tho 
waves, and Christmas stood in her bow smoking a cigar and 
very much enjoying the scene, tho air, tho water, the sun be- 
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ginning to sink upon tho tremulous sea, and the half-romantic 
novelty of the whole expedition. It was a huge bay that tho 
steamer was crossing, a bay wdth islets rising hero and there, 
one covered with trees and soft verdure, one rocky and bare • 
another with somo buildingh on it like a fort or barrack of some 
kind. Tho Saucy Lass stopped at one or two little fishing villages 
and landed a passenger on a small si^nc pier, or, where there was 
no pier, screamed with lier'steam whistle for a boat to come off 
and relievo her of the travelior vA\o desired to go ashore just there. 
The land ran up in considcrablo aqplivity from tl^c sea. It was 
well covered with wood in some parts, from amltl which could 
be seen some pretty turrets %r iifti^osing roof; and a yacht lay at 
anchor hero and there, an appanage ^loubtless of those pleasant 
residences. Whore the bare soil appeared through wood or 
grass it was of a deep soft red. Everything ^as beautiful, and 
yet Christmas Pembroke hoped, as tho steamer stopped at each 
place, that that would not prove to bo his d(#stiiiation. For ho 
saw no s]iot that seemed to him likely to be tho retreat of his 
father’s old friend. He could not associate her in his Aind with 
turrets and a stately mansion and a ^achi, and he could as yet 
sec nothing between these and cottages of tTio poorest kind. 
And now looking westward to tho horizon ho could sec nothing 
but the broad open sea, over wdnch tho sun <l^as hovering# in 
preparation for a plunge. By this time the boat had given out 
nearly all her passengers. Two or three women with hca^ 
baskets, and a respectable looking i)orsonago* in black, whom 
Christmas at once set down as a ]\I!tthodist preacher, made 
up, with tho tall young man already mentioned and Christmas 
himself, almost the whole of the company. Ponibrolm 
preferred to ask no questiojis about Jiis dcstinat An. The 
was far too pleasant to be voluntarily disi^llcd. If tliore 
were really somo fairy islet just under that glowing sunset, 
and now hidden in its glow, all the better. 

Tlic steamer, however, suddenly tufnc'd from tho sunset, and 
ploughed into a deep indcntafion of the shore, which was com- 
pletely hidden by hills and trees until its opening actually pre- 
sented itself. This proved to bo a bay opening out of a bay — a 
small bay from a larger. Tho water darkened between tho hills 
that now almost shift out tlig sun. Th« hills tliemsolvt;s seemed 
more sombre in their foliage. It was like a sudden passing 
from sunlight into evening shadow. Tho plashing of tho steamer 
sounded noisy and intrusive in these quiet waters with their 
twilight shores. Chri^mas felt glad that there wore other 
persons in the boat bound for tho same place as he. Ho would 
not have liked to bo solely^’esponsiblo for tho boisterous and 
bustling invasion of the puffing, vulgar Saucy Lass, 

Christmas was yet of that age when one always feels a little 
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nervous Jibont arriving at any new place. He had not lived long 
enough or learned to think enough about himself in order to 
come to the conclusion that all people and plnccs are very much 
alike when one comes to know them, and that it is not worth 
while troubling one’s self beforehand with what he is certain to 
know* all about in a few minutes or hours. IIo was now be- 
ginning to f6cl un(?omfortali?c, and ip wish that his destination 
were reached and the novelty of the tiling over, an\liow. It 
was a relief to him when he saV atlast a pier projecting itself 
into the water* and Ifb could^iake out, in the gatlicriiig twilight, 
some white cottages a little way off, and roads rising high among 
tiic trees on the hill, and in the aistjfiicc the roof of what scorned 
a large hall : and he knewHhat he had arrived. In a moment a 
plank was run oi^t, and there was a little bustle of men on tlio 
l)ior, aud llie women dragged their baskets on slioro. Christmas 
seized his little porlmantcan, and strode on to the pier, with a 
delicious sense of ffagrant hedgerow smells aud summer evening 
atiiiosphei’c, and the breathing of trees aud the salt savour of 
the water all blended wi^i an odd feeling of perplexity— not 
quite knowing wiicro he \vas or what ho was to do next. 

Nobody expected liim, apparently, or paid the least attention 
to him. As ho.stood.on tlic i)ier a little confused, and looking 
vaguely around him, a smnll open carriage drawn by two ponies 
rattled down tlic pier, and he saw that a lady was driving. For 
if moment ho wojidorcd wlicther this could bo his father’s old 
friend ; hut lie soon saw^tliat the lady was young, and that tlie 
other person wlio sat with licr in lior carriage was apparently 
her maid. The carriage stopped at tho steamer, and then 
^|hristoas saw t^o respectable person he liad taken for a Motho- 
clist preacher come out, dragging a hamper tow^ards the carriage, 
aud ho was clearly only the young lady’s servant. 

“ Not coming after all I ” ho heard her say when tho man 
in black bad answcrc(l some eager inquiry. ‘'How very 
disappointing ! What am I to doj? ” 

Her servant ai^parcntly had no suggestion to make, for he 
only ITegan fastening tho liamper into the carriage, and he then 
turned the horses’ heads round. • 

By this timo*it was clear to Christmas tjj^at nobody was wait- 
ing for Iwm. Ho saw thb captain of the steamer coming ashoro, 
and ho was just about to a^k him whether he could direct h im 
to tho house of tho lady who was to become his hostess. But 
the lady in tho little carriage had seen him, and evidently 
remarked his forlorn and embarrassed owhdition. She whispered 
to her maid, and they both lookc^ at Christmas, and then the 
lady spoke to the man in black, who presently approached, and 
touching his hat, asked him gravely if he would mind speaking 
to the young lady. 
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Christinas did not mind speaking to tho yonng lady—or, 
perhaps, wo should rather say, ho did mind speaking to her, for 
ho was a good deal confused, and was concerned more than a 
travelled youth ought to have been by the thought that ho was 
in an awkward position. 

“ Pray excuse me,” tho young lady said, leaning forward as 
ho approached ; " I think you musj^ be tho gentleman Miss Lylo 
expects.” • 

''Judging by appearanceSf” Christmas replied, “I must 
'•ather be tho gontlemaifwhom Miss Lylo docs not expect.” 

‘'Than you aro ho; I thoughtr so. Sho doosn^t expect you 
tt)-day, I know. Will you^get«in and I6t me take you to Imri 
We pass the gate.” . 

" You aro very kind,” murmured Christina'^, " but I ought 
not to give you any trouble.” • 

" Tlicrc isn’t any — we shall j)ass her house, and I could not 
for her sake leave you drifting about here.” • 

The maid* and tlic man had by this time seated tliom selves 
behind. Christmas got in beside the young lady feeling that his 
advcntui'o was beginning very agrcojfbly. 

" TiOt mo relievo you of the reins,” ho said.* 

"Tiiank you; but hadn’t I better keep them? You don’t 
know tho way, and it grows dark. Now, then ! • • 

She shook tlio reins, and tho ponies rattled off. They 
clattered along the stony littlo pier, and struck off to tho riglit. 
The village, or rather cluster of houses, lay on tho left of tho 
]-)icr, for eyes looking inland. The ligl/ts w'cro already beginning 
to twinkle a sort of thick yellow colour, as village candles by tho 
seaside usually sliow. The hills and trees behind the villagg^ 
throw an immature darkness over tho eveninjf, and loft To* bur 
ncw-coiTicr only a confused and delicious sense of foliage, and 
sweet scents, and soft sky, and twinkling lights, and smoko 
ascending straight from tho chimneys into tho quiet air, and a 
throbbing sea. Along the verge of thb sea they drove for a few 
minutes, and then turned up aT steep road or lane nearly lliatchcd 
over by tho intertwining trees. Tho horses slackened thek pace 
a little hero. • 

Christmas could not manage to see his companion’s face, for 
she had her veil dowa, but hq was sure l#o saw her eyes sparkling 
brightly through tho veil, and tho girl word a^very pretty straw 
hat with a drooping feather, and she had no clugnon, and all lier 
movements were free and graceful, and she seemed perfectly 
mistress of herself and ^the situation, and her voice was sweet, 
fresh, and animated, ae w^as quite sure, therefore, that she 
must be a lovely creature, and he felt excited and interested and 
happy. 

“ You know Miss Lylo?” he aske^ as tho pace of thej>oiue8 
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allowed him a chance of being heard. "Perhaps you are a 
relative ? " 

“ Oh no — only a friend.” 

" Do you live here ? ” Christmas was longing to ask, but ho 
repressed himself. 

" You have never seen Miss Lyle ? ” she asked. 

" Never.” 

" How strange ! But you are a relative of hers ? ” 

" No, indeed. My father and she were old friends.” 

" Yet you have never scon her ? ” 

“I have boon living out of England for a long time. I only 
^returned a short time since.” 

“ She will be glad to see her old friends again,” the young lady 
said thoughtfully. " She is just the woman to have friends.” 

" There are no- old friends to bo seen,” Christmas answered. 
" My father is dead.” 

■ " I am very soiyy,” she said, looking at him quite earnestly. 
" My father is all the world to me.” • 

" She *has no mother,” Christmas thought. 

They reached tlie top erf the hill, turned again to the right, 
rattled a few yards on, and stopped at a gate. 

" This is the place,” said the young lady. " Bing the boll, 
Mjjrtin, and loudly ; ” this was to tho servant. Then to Christmas, 
who had descended, and was beginning to thank her : " Not a 
word of thanks, please. Good night. I shan't wait to see 
Miss Lyle now — I should bo only in tho way. Good night.” 

And so she gave her bridle reins a shake again, and the little 
carriage disappeared in tho gathering dusk, and Christmas was 
left, portmanteau in hand, standing at the gate. 

bell hadd)een rung so loudly that Christmas felt as if the 
responsibility of its shrill echoes was rather too heavy a burden 
for him to bear. But it was echoing for some time before any 
I)articular effect seemed to come of it. Christmas had no oppor- 
tunity of forming an opinion as to the style of Miss Lyle's 
residence, for only an ivy-grown wall and a small gate or door 
of solid wood presented themselves to tho road on which he 
stood. At last he heard a strong heavy lumbering sort of tramp 
ascending apparently some steps on the inner side of the wall, 
and tho door was opened by a tall, grey old man dressed some- 
what like a boatman. Christmas asked for tho lady of tho house 
and gave his naine. The man listened .apparently with great 
attention, but said nothing. He simply took Christmas’s port- 
manteau and with a courteous gesture invited him to enter. A 
covered passage ; a sort of arcade, with*’many stops and full of 
ferns and flower-pots, led downwards, and was lighted by the 
soft glow of an oil lamp. Christmas at first supposed that his 
guide was deaf or dumb, but as he began to descend the steps 
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with careless foot, and eyes wandering over the flowers and 
ferns, the old man touched him on the arm, and said with great 
deliberation — 

'' Mister ! Slow — None-quick. All right 1 ” 

Christmas was less concerned about the kindly admonition to 
take care of himself in tho descent than relieved to find that liis 
escort’s sententiousiiess apparently only came fjjom a limited 
knowledge of English. S« far thdro was not much of common- 
place about the household. ^Erom the depth of the covered 
approach he was shown directly into the house, and passed 
through a circular hall, softly lighted, into aVeceptiou room, 
where he Avas left alone a fiom^nt or two, and began to glance at 
books and engravings without scein" them. Then a pretty frcsl!- 
cheeked Jind neatly-dressed country maiden came in, and told 
him her mistress had not expected him tha4; day, but that she 
was very glad ho had come, and please would ho like to go to Jiis 
room ? So ho went to Ins room, which \^as up ono flight of 
stairs, tho whole of the little house liaving a]:)parcntly but two 
floors ; and he found his room a very comfortable tind rather 
luxurious little apartment, with a* window that opened on a 
balcony ; and his mind was distracted from the work of dressing 
by tho books, engravings, bits of old china and Salviati glass 
with which tables, shelves, and chimiicy-pieco were crowded^ 

lie hurried, however, to get dressed, for ho was growing moro 
and moro impatient to see his hostess. When ho loft bis room Jio 
met the little maiden again, who asked him Would ho please to 
come into tho balcony-room. Ho followed her into a room on 
tho same floor, tho whole front of which apparently was balcony. 
Here ho was left alone for a few moments. Tljon ho heard steps 
— some very heavy — and the door opened ; anti the okl\'^ vvfto 
had seen before came into the room, bringing Avith him and 
supporting on his arm a living picture from Gainsborough. 

The lady stood there in tho faint light of the lamps — a lady 
with full fair hair, and complexion a> once bright aud delicate, 
and largo deep eyes. She had a shawl of some soft light-blue 
material thrown around her, above a dress of grey silk. , There 
was something old-EnglisJ^, pictorial, uncommon about the effect. 
Where Christmas stood he could hardly percciyc, Avhat with tho 
faint light and tho .softly rounded outlines of her face, and the 
fair complexion and the bri{?lit liair, that the lady was ifot young. 
It was only when he approached that ho could sec the cruel lines 
beneath the eyes wliich told that Age aud Decay liad opened their 
entrenchments. A strange feeling of admiration, compassion, 
and reverence came ui5 in tho young man’s I’rosh aud boyish 
lieart. ^ 

She held out her hand and welcomed him — Avith gesture and 
look rather than Avords, Then she spoke a few words to tho old 

0 
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man in a dialect Christmas did noh understand, and the man led 
her to an arm-chair and scaled her there, and left I lie room. 
There was a moment of silence. 

“ Now,*' said Miss Lyle, “ come near, and stand np and let me 
look at you. Yes, you are like your father ! You carry your 
name written on your face — but he was handsomer, 1 think, 
when 4)c was. your jy;e. I hjve not sco!i him for many years. I 
never saw him since he was young— frinco wo were both young. 
That seems so short a time— and*now J am talking witli his son \ 
AVe were great friencts, and 1 must be linid of you for his sake. 
Did he ever toll you any thing* about mo ? ” 

Christmas shook his*hcad. 

“ Never talked of me ? 

“Never — until — until he felt himself dying, and tlicu he told 
me that there was^a lady in England, a friend whom Jio valued 
liighly, and he wished mo to know her.** 

“ And he told ygu my name, then ? ” 

“ Not even then.” 

“Theif” — and her voico grow rather tremulous — “how dir 
you know that I am the frimid ? ” 

“ Because,” sifld Christmas, looking down and speaking iu a 
low tone, “ho called out your name twice just before he du*d.'' 

flush iiassed over her face, and she remained silent for a 
moment or two. 

• “ That is enough,” she said at length ; “ come nearer — stoop 
down.” • 

Christmas aiiproachcd^nd bent down. She drew him towards 
her, and kissed his forehead. 

“ Tliat is for your fathe^^s memory, and for his sake,” she 
f!!<4rt|triCtly. “ l*hope you will bo like him, my dear. They toll 
me young men in*London arc very dilfcrcnt now from what they 
were when ho was young, and 1. Ho was very poor when he was 
young, and so was I. He had great gifts — he might have made 
a name, perhaps ; but he ITad too pure a heart for niucli ambition. 
AVe went onr ways — things ougld; to have been different. I 
suppos<3,” she said, almost sharjily, “ your father appeared to you 
quite a common-place, unheroic sort ctf person — the elderly man 
Avho gave you mgney ? That, I am told, is the way with London 
lads now/’ • , • 

“ I am not a London lad,” said Christmas, wiMi some resent- 
ment in his voico. * Tm very fond of London, but 1 Juiov/ nothing 
about it, and my father was the only friend 1 ever had. Ho 

didn’t talk sentiment, perhaps ” , , 

“As other people do?” said the lady with a faint smile. 
“No: he did not — even then — I ftiean ever. But ho was tho 
truest gentleman and the noblest creature I ever knew. And if 
you think I oughtn’t to talk about him I can only say that he 
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was an older friend of mine tlian of yours. Well, and so you 
Jiavo been all over the world ? You must tell me all about your 
travels. I don’t want to known anything about your family 
affairs or your private life in the past, though I ho])o you will 
make me a little of a confidant in the future. Kow you must 
have some dinner. I hoi)c you are not an epicure, like the young 
fellows in the clubs of wliom tlieyj^cll me.”, • • 

Christmas murmured eonicthing about not giving trouble. 

'' But y<ju must dinc^ TlvJre was nothing to be had on the 
way hero, I know. I #vill keep you company, although I dined 
earlier, for I did not expect you so very (luiekly.' 1 thought you 
would ho too much cngrcised^iwith London to come away all 
once and entomb yourself in tlie country with an elderly woman 
— an old woman I sui^pose you tliink me— just because she once 
knew your father.” • 

''I hope I have not come too soon. I ought to Iiavo given 
you some longer notice, perhaps,” Cliristiiias said, for there 
seemed a certain tone of perplexity and dissatisfaction in her 
voice. • 

Oh, no.” She touched a bell nc%r her ; '' J anct, some dinner 
at once, and wine— ybu know : only don’t kifop IVIr. Pembroke 
waiting too long. Oh, no (again turning to Cliristnias), not too 
soon for me, but I thought perhaps in a few day^ the place wauld 
bo quieter.” 

It seemed quiet enough to Christmas now : he did not kn^w 
what need or opening there was for greater quietness. 

thought, perhaps, to have stiflrlicd you all to myself a 
little — no matter. But tluit is tho reason wJiy you wore not 
expected, and why no one wxnt to the steamer to receive yo^ 
Aj^j'oj^os, 1 hope you had no trouble in finding 5'our waj^: ■' 

“ I was very fortunate, on the contrary : I*mct a young lady 
who showed me tho way.” 

“Met a young lady? Wliat young lady? Is that a 
chivalrous youth’s fine way of talking of a fisher-girl ? ” 

“Oil, no; ti young lady*who wore a hat and feather, and 
drove in a pony carriage.” 

“ ASVte showed you the Fay ? ” 

She brought mo to tho gate very kindly ii> her carriage.” 

** Mr. Christmas, •! begin J^o think yon arc not quite §o modest 
a person in the presence of young women *as^ you seem to be in 
the company of their elders. What on earth *mado you address 
that young lady without any manner of introduction? Arc 
these the manners of J^pan ? ” . 

Christmas laughed and coloured a little. “In fact, I didn't 
address the young lady at a*Jl. She saw tJiat I was a stranger 
and didn’t know what to do, and she sent her servant to me, and 
then she said she knew you, and she oifered mo a seat in her 
carriage.” 
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" And you took it of course ! Well, how do you like her ? ” 

I didn’t see her face well,” said Christmas ; “ It was 
growing dark, and she had her veil down.” 

“ Indeed, and didn’t once throw up her veil— just for a 
moment ? ” 

“ Not even for a moment.” 

“ What a I)ity ! 43ut you’tt see her fiico to-morrow, without a 
veil — that I can promise you ! What an odd chance that she 
should have been there just at th»tim». Well, it can’t be helped 
now.” . • , • 

“Will anything dreadful happen’” Christmas asked, with 
smile. • 

“Nothing dreadful will happen to her, I am quite sure.” 

“She seems a very nice girl,” said Christmas, plucking uj) 
courage. * 

“ She is a very nice girl, Mr. Christmas — if you will use 
words in a wrong and slangy way. Slie is a very nice girl to me, 
and a very good girl. But I am a friend and a woman — a woman 
thirty years too old for rivalry. My old follower Merlin — tlie 
man who gives njo his arm— I am a feeble walker — adores her, 
and so does Merlin’s dog. They all spoil her — I don’t ; but she 
is fond of mo all the same, I think. But Merlin and Merlin’s 
dog and I may* bo very happy and safe where other creatures 
arc in danger. Dinner, Janet? Ti tanks. Now, IMr. Christmas, 
if you will give nje your arm, and let me lean rather heavily on 
your shoulder as we go down stairs, we can do without JMerlin 
for once. I used to be a good Avalker long ago. When wo have 
dined we will come back here and sit in the balcony.” 

Th c^g^c-a-i?e^g,dinncr was at first a littlo trying to Christmas, 
whb’^as rather a shy youth. Ilis hostess did not cat, but sat 
and helped him ahd talked to him. Her manners wore quite now 
and strange to him, and, indeed, he knew very littlo of tho 
society of women. In Miss Lyle there was a curious mixture 
of tho grace of youth and the cas^, self-possessed confidence of 
age. When he listened without looking up, ho might sometimes 
liavo thought that he was listening to a grandmother, and some- 
times to a Avoman of five and twenty. i Even when ho looked at 
her, and her hoiid was turned half away, and ho only saw the 
fair hair^ the softly rounded chock, and the shoulder, he might 
have believed her still in tho very prime of her womanhood. 
Her manner, too, puzzled him, and her allusions to her early 
poverty. Now she seemed like one always accustomed to some- 
thing like luxury, and always used, h>o, to admiration. Tho 
disappointment which sometimes expressed itself in her manner 
was rather that of one who has won and found success itself a 
barren thing, than of one who has tried and failed. Certainly 
nobody could have answered less to Christmas’s preconceived 
ideas of an old maid. 
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When dinner was over — find it was a very nice little dinner — 
they returned to tlie balcon3^-room as it was called, and they sat 
in the balcony. It was a soft, mild evening, anrl the air was 
sweetened by the smell of flowers and grass, and savoured by 
the keener breath of the sea. The night was clear, although no 
moon had risen ; and from the balcony the 03^0 wandered over 
trees and a scattered village dow^ to the sea. Tiic silvTjr-grey 
of the sea was blackened? at ono point by the long pier, at the 
end of which the light oj the*iS'fi?/L-y Lass now “stuck fiery off.” 
The balcony was low-«-but one sliort lliglit of stairs above the 
ground floor. * ' 

Miss Lyle settled hersflf iif a chair In the balcony, and thep, 
leaning over, called to Janet, who Ijcard her from bcjicath, and 
brought her a shawl, in which she wrapped herself. Whenever 
she wanted any attendance she thus leaned dVer the balcony and 
called for Janet. 

“ I pass all the lino evenings in this balc«ny,” said Miss Lyle. 
“ I sit find dream here, and I live in the past and the present at 
once. Now I want to hear a great deal about yourself — what 
you have been doing, and what y^i are going to do. I have 
talked in the same way with your father ! ” * 

And Christinas soon found himself talking, as if to some 
confidential and sympathetic old friend of his ]past life, his (adu- 
cation, his career, as yet unbegun, until it seemed impossible to 
believe that he had only left London that morning, and that 4 ie 
still hardly knew who his companion and hostess was, 

A little pause came at one time, '(Vhen Christmas had been 
giving some reminiscences of his life in Japan, and had made a 
casual allusion to his father’s death, lie did not likoj.o touejj 
upon the subject, for it affected liim even yet Ulmost as iii'u\.h as 
if ho had been a girl thinking of her lost mother — for all his 
delight in London, his painted chamber there, and his holiday. 

ilis hostess looked silently over the water, leaning her arm 
on the balcony, and her chin in her h And. 

“ It grows late,” she said,*suddonly, “ and cold, I think. Our 
early summer evenings are chill liere, and you must bo tired. 
You were asking me son^tliing, were you not? about Merlin, I 
think — was it?” • 

Christmas did hot remimber tliat^ho had been lysking her 
about Merlin, but lie did not say so; and he \vas glad to hear 
something about the odd old man. 

“ Mcirlin,” said his liostcss, “ is a Breton ; he 'was a boatman 
and a fisherman. Wh^i I had a homo in Brittany, in one of the 
places on the coast, I was fond of boating, and ho and his son 
\verc my boatmen. The son had a fine voice and some musical 
taste, and I know people then, and tried to help him to become 
a singer. He died, poor fellow ! — ho was drowned trying to save 
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some people ; and Merlin had no one left : he was a widower. 
I was coming hero to settle, and ho liked to como with me. I 
couldn’t do without him now — }"ou will find him very useful. 
He must take you out in a boat to-morrow. I hardly ever go 
now. But you must humour his one weakness, mind, Mr. 
Christmas.” , 

“ Only tell me wfiat it is.’*^ « 

'' He thinks ho speaks Englisl^ and if he doesn’t understand 
W’hat you say he will i^ever admit it. Sp^ak to him as if ho did, 
and he wdll gcnirally catch up some idea of what you mean. I 
can’t help you to understand hiiu — S^u must do the best you 
cfln — for you don’t understand his own language, I suppose. 
Ilis French is still worse thdn his English.” 

“I shall manage to get on with him,” said Christmas. '^It 
shan’t bo my fault if wo are not friends. I was afraid at first 
that ho was dumb.”, 

“ Oh, lie has lolcuty of talk when ho likes,- and ho thinks ho 
knows everything. lie sometimes almost talks mo to death, but 
I don’t mind. It comes nadlnrally to mo to humour him now, 
and I suppose he •finds it natural to humour me. lie looks to 
me altogether, and ho is really attached to mo. ‘When you como 
to my lime of li^o, Mr. Christmas, you will pcrliaps understand 
theVilnc of having some one— any one— attached to you. But 
I hope that you will not have had my cxperionco, and that you 
will have closer ti(js. Still, IMcrliii is belter than no one ! ” 

Her voice seemed to have grown old in a strange sort of way 
as she spoke. 

How delicious tho sound of that sea is,” Christmas said — 
!b say Aifjdliiiig. • 

“ It tells you of tho future,” taid ]\riss Lyle, looking kindly 
at him, and mo of the past. That is why the sea is such good 
company ; it has a tone for every one’s mood. It is better than 
music, I think, for musi« jars terribly sometimes. Can you 
sing ? ” • 

'' After a- fashion,” Christmas answered. 

" Yon shall sing to me, but not now ; some other lime. It is 
late, and you w^aijt rest. Good-night, Chris ! ” 

Ho had never been cayed Chris” in liis Jifo before, but only 
formal “Christmas.” But there w'Ss something inexpressibly 
touching in her tome, and }}^ that she was not thinking of 
him then. 



( "3 ) 


CHAPTER m. 

CLAUDE MEjJiNOTTE.”, 

• 

Tueue was great joy on^tlie jiiglit of Christmas’s arrival— hut 
not lor that event — in4ho house of the wudow Cramp, who lived 
in one of the best of the cottagdfe near tlie seA Mrs. Cramp’s 
son had come all the wa^ frotn London to spend a whole week 
of holiday with her. Mvs. Cramp had at one period of her Iffo 
been a lady’s mai^l, and then she nTarried a ship carpenter, who 
settled her in Dnre'vvoods while ho made l»s voyages: and ho 
built the house for her in which slie still lived. Ho was a care- 
ful, saving man, and when ho died at sea left her tolerably 
well to do— that is, above actual' want — and witli one growing 
son, who it had always been his wish' sliould never* go to sea. 
Mrs. Cramp had a step-brother in»London, Professor Carpetts, 
of Camden Town. Professor Carpetts had, in*lho strictest senses 
taken his degree and his title. JIo had conferred his rank upon 
liimsolf, and was a professor of hairdressing. Professor Carpetts 
offered to bring up young Natty Cramp to his own calling, than 
which nothing could bo more genteel ; and young Natty was s^t 
to London accordingly. Every yc;ir since tlft,t time Natty had 
come to Durowoods to spend his wcetfs holiday with his mother; 
and so ho came this year. He is a tall young fellow, naturally 
inclined to stoop, and therefore occasionally pulling himself u]) 
and standing with preternatural crcctncss. •He has fijick laif* 
hair, and a growing moustache, to the dovelojuucnt of whicli 
every secret known to Professor Carpetts’ branch of science had 
been applied with zeal and hope. Natty has a good-looking but 
rather sheepish face, with prominent blue eyes and colourless 
eyebrows. He strode along*to his mother’s cottage with a mili- 
tary-looking black portmanteau in one hand and a rifle-case in 
the other. lie was, in fjyjt, the tall young man who had been a 
fellow-passenger with Christmas in the Saucy Lass, but the 
moment the stcarftcr reacjicd the pier he leaped ashore like 
another Protesilaus, without the catastrophe. So lib Iiad not 
seen what became of Christmas. 

Mrs. Cramp had been watching the aj^proacli of the steamer 
from the first moment y^hen its smoko was scon above the head- 
land that guarded the inner bay. She was waiting at the door 
for her son, and gazed witli full delight and pride at his tall, 
swaying figure as ho drew near. 

“ Why, Natty, how you have grown, I do declare. Never 1 ” 
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“Five feet elcTcn and a lialf, mother. All hut six feet. 
Think of that ! ” 

“Your poor father was five feet ten in his stockings — and 
you’ve outgrown liim! Well, well.” And a tenr of maternal 
])rido sparkled in her eyes as she wished his hither could see him 
now. 

Tlidy had fcntered the hcyiso now, and Natty was putting 
down his portmanteau. • 

“ Now I know what’s in that,” said liis mother, glancing 
proudly from the portmanteau to the sonr 

“ Yes, mothef,” Natty replied, with a sort of blush. “ It’s 
tl^e uniform. To-morroW I’ll puf it 8n. You haven’t an idea 
how well it loolis. And the ^word bayonet.” 

“ The gun isn’t loaded. Natty V ” 

“Loaded! Oh,* no. Mustn’t carry one’s rifle loaded at 
ordinary drill or parade, mother,” Natty replied, with an air 
at once careless and soldierly. 

Natty Cramp had, it is almost needless to say, become a 
Volunteer. ' Tie had marched in Hyde Park before royal per- 
sonages. Ilis mother was perfectly convinced that the Queen 
must have looked ht him and singled him out from all the rest. 
Natty laughed at this nonsense of his mother’s, but ho had a 
secret modest h6pe, which hardly dared to acknowledge its 
existence, that ho was not quito wrong ivhen ho fancied one 
memorable day that the Princess of Wales did cast a glance at 
liim. Natty was tliat day driven into a mood of passionate 
loyalty. He had read of the Swiss Guards — ho had read many 
books— and he thought no success on earth could be more 
^viable than the pride and delight of giving up one s life in 
defending the thfoshold of some (wo do not say which) lovely 
princess. 

“ Now, Natty dear, you’ll have your supper,” his mother said, 
soothingly. “ You must be tired and hungry. You’ll not mind 
having your supper in this’littlo room to-niglit, will you, dear? 
But you don’t know where you’re going to bo put to-morrow. I’ll 
be bound. Come now.” 

She was a comely woman, verging on fatness, and had 
dressed herself ft r this occasion, so that she looked quite the 
lady, as ij.ll her neighbours would have wittingly said of her. 
Indeed, they looked up to her greatly as one who had seen in 
her day the interior of grand liouses, and could speak beautiful 
English. Natty surveyed her with eyes of no little pride; 
although, needless to say, he had seen ladies. In his occupation 
one sees ladies pretty often, and ought to know what they are 
like. He was studying his mother’s coiffure with something of 
a professional air, and his attention was therefore a little dis- 
tracted from her question. 
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“Ko, mother: I don’t know.” 

“You are to liavo the drawing-room and bed-room all la 
yourself. I wouldn’t let them, Natty, not to any one this week. 
No, says I to myself, jmy son is a man now, and a Volunteer, and 
when ho comes for his holiday once in the year his mother isn’t 
‘going to let him play second fiddle to any lodger. There, Natl ”■ 

Nat’s face glowed with good-nati^’ed prid(4 Since his cjft-liest 
days that drawing-room, as it was called, had been a sacred 
apartment in his eyes. Ji^’s. Cjamp had always helped out her 
means of living by lolling that room aijd bed-room to such 
lodgers as might happen to come ttiat way during the summer 
and autumn, and while it \fhs »ot so occupied she still held it 
ready for any cmergenc3\ There were one or two families of 
wealthy people near who might som*ctimes find that they had 
a guest too many for their accommodation, and would send a 
young bachelor now and then to sleep for a night or two at 
Mrs. Cramp’s. Therefore the front room and bed-room were 
always chambers of great distinction in the eyes of Nat, and his^ 
own installation there now was a tribute to his dignity of man- 
hood and position such as a gracious Sovereign could hardly 
have surpassed. JIo made some weak and stahimering protest 
about his mother putting herself out lor him, but was immensely 
delighted. • , 

Then supper was prepared, and Mrs. Cramp looked on happy 
to see her son cat. The supper was a little of a trial, too, t» 
Nat’s good nature and filial devotion. His nfothcr had taken 
unspeakable trouble to lica]) the table -s^th all the dainties which 
Nat had loved from his childhood. There was the strawberry jam 
which she had for years and years regarded as identified with 
the rejoicing of his annual holiday. There wa^tho cakfi which 
she always made with her own hands, and according to his 
particular fancy. She could not believe in a holiday of Nat’s 
without that cake, and she had often been haunted with cruel 
misgivings that liis wife, when ho go* one, would never know 
how to make that cake, and wbiild not allow his mother to mako 
it for him. Alas! Nathaniel Cramp, the Volunteer, the romantic 
student and reader of boqjcs, had outgrown that jam and that 
cake ! He smoked cigars now, and had colourecl a meerschaum, 
and had succeeded tt all thojembarrassiHg ahd mournful dignity 
of manhood. But he knew how his mother had striven fo pleas© 
him, and lie would have suffered any inconveificnce rather than 
allow it to bo seen that she liad taken all her trouble for nothing. 
Ho did his best. He trampled down the pride of rising manhood, 
and he endeavoured M discipline his rebellious palate. But 
though he could eat the jam and the cake, ho could not put on 
tlic old air of boyish relish. His mother saw it and felt a little 
pang. The pride of having a grown-up son has its alloy, too \ 
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Tlio scent of the strawberry jam had for the moment something 
oppressive in it to her. It brouglit her heart, as she might have 
said, to tier month. For the first time she realised to herself 
the truth that she must lose her boy. 

The mother’s pride, however, turned itself again to rejoice in 
the son who was a man, and she began to ask after his affairs 
and Ifis prospects. , ^ 

“And so you’ve gone into Wigtnorc Street! I remember 
Wigmore Street so well — when ^^c weype living in Harley Street — 
that’s when I was w^h La<ly Sarah. must bo cliangeil now 
over so muohf Wigmore Street! That’s a great step for the 
Professor, Nat.” c *' 

* For Mr. Carpetts, motlier.’^ Nat moved about in his cliair 
rather uneasily, ‘‘lie don’t call liimself Professor now, you 
know.” « 

“No, Nat? Why not?” 

“ Well, you see; Professor won’t' do in a placo like Wigmore 
Street. Professor is all very well for Camden Town or the 
Surrey side — they wouldn’t know, Put in the West End people 
know that a hairdresser ain’t — I mean isn’t a professor. People 
would only laugh at liiin. No respectable person would enter 
his culliug-room. It’s vulgjjrity, mother — it’s only fit for a 
Clicaii Jack. I*iold the governor— I mean, I lold Mr. Carpotls — 
so. It’s absurd, you know,” continued Nat, ^vaxing angry. 
'iWheii wo talk of professor now in London, w’e mean a man 
like ’IJxlcy — liketluxley, mother — or that sort — not linirilrcssers.” 

“ Yes,” said his niotlfcr, “ I suppose so, Nat.” lint she was 
sorry for the loss of the title. “Then you’ll not call yourself 
Professor Cramp wiicn you como into the business. 

• “Mother,” sifid Nat, gravely, “don’t you deceive yourself. 
I’ll novel* come into that business.” 

“ No, Nat ! Good gracious, dear, why not ? ” 

“That’s no business for a man — for one who feels lhat he is 
a man ! I can bear it foi*thc time, but not for ever. Is this an 
age when a man — a man ! — ought *10 spend his life dressing the 
lieads of a parcel of women ? ” 

“ Are they very vexing, Nat deqy— hard to please, and all 
that?” 

“ Who, mother ? ” . ^ 

“ Th^ ladies, you know, who como to have their hair dressed. 
I know somcthini^ of them, Nat ; but you mustn’t mind them, 
dear. They’re all like that, you know.” 

Nat fidgeted much in liis chair, looked at his mother 
uneasily, and with a little impatience. lie could hardly stand, 
even from her, any allusion to the dressing of ladies’ hair — the 
particular branch of his calling in wliicli he was most successfut 
and of which imluckily ho was most ashamed. 
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" Oh, it ain’t that, mother — mean it is not that.” Nat had 
imposed upon himself the penalty of always deliberately correct- 
ing himself when he said anytliing which ho considered ungram- 
matical or vulgar. ”1 don't care about that in particular. I 
hate the whole business. I’ll cut the whole concern. I am not 
made for that Is this an age, mother, when a man with feelings 
and a soul, and no end of aspirations/iought to*be cutting people’s 
hair?” 

‘'But, Nat, my dear b#y,” his mother pleaded, alarmed at 
these tokens of a rebellfbus spirit,." somebody n^iist do it, you 
know.” ^ 

" Let ’em do it — anybody whft likes ! ‘There are cads cnougTi, 
who are fit for nothing else 1 Let old Carpetts do it ! Mother', 
your son is made for something better. We live in a great ago, 
mother.” * 

" Yes, dear.” 

" An age of progress and of science ! The»old world, mother, 
is gone up in fire ! ” Nat exclaimed fervently, adojitiiig some 
words of Carlyle which had stamped themselves deeply on his 
memory, • ^ 

" Good gracious,” murmured Mrs. Cramp. 

"A new order of things is coining; and the priesthood o'’ 
greatness is to have its turn. What arc ranks and classes wlicn 
compared with Immensity The creed of the now world is 
Evolution and the Brotherhood of Man ! ” , 

“ Nat, my dear, I don’t like to hear jou talk that way.” 

"You don’t understand, mother,” and he now spoke in a 
lordly and protecting sort of way, "and it would only trouble 
you if I tried to explain. But this isn’t a time for a man who 
feels that he has thoughts and a brain to Rj^ondTho fruitfiil years' 
of his life in a hair-cutting room. Don’t be alarmed, I shan’t 
do anything rash; but when your son comes next year you sliall 
see before you, mother, a man — a miin who has proved his title 
to manhood— and not a barbel’s boy 1 ”* 

He rose with the fire of his eloquence and emotion. But in 
rising ho knocked over a tea-cup and felt rather foolish, for he 
saw his mother look alarmed at her fallen china. 

" ’Tisn’t broken, mother,” he said, and he put the cup un- 
injured in its saucer. Butitho spell ^^as broken if , the cup 
was not, and he could not resume his interi;uptcd outpouring 
of soul. " After all, she couldn’t understand me,” he thought. 

" I should only alarm her.” 

Indeed ho had alawned her. She kept glancing at him 
uneasily every now and then. She saw that she and he could 
understand each other no more, and that her boy was drifting 
out on some sea where she could no longer bo his guide or oven 
companion. It might perhaps lead to glory and greatness. Wliy 
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should not her hoy become a great man ? But anyhow the days 
were gone when she could receive all her son’s confidences in his 
holiday and be his provider of joy. Nat had relapsed into silence. 
Mrs. Cramp rose and took up the pot of strawberry jam, out of 
which so little had been eaten, and put it away with a sigh. 
The action was sadly symbolic. The little sweet-meat pot 
became for ilie moipent consecrated into a sort of funeral urn in 
which the ashes of a happy anxious time were enclosed. 

Mrs. Cramp felt no wonder, hai^ly any now shock, when, 
after she had told him a ^ood deal fff local gossip, Nat rose, 
stretched himlclf, and said no would smoke a cigar on the road 
to the pier. * • * 

• " And don’t you wait up, mother. Til lock the door.” 

In that quiet place the hall-doors usually stood open until 
the latest inmate 5vas going to bod. Even if that latest inmate 
should forget to lock the door it would not matter much. 

Mrs. Cramp obeyed the orders of her son now as she used to 
obey those of his father. Perhaps she had never since her 
widowho6d began felt so keenly how much she missed her hus- 
band. She felt so helpless and ignorant, so powerless to do 
anything but se<f her boy drift away from her. She had a vague 
idea that perhaps ho was in love with some lady above his 
st{jtion. She could not sleep for perplexing and profitless 
conjecture. 

f Meanwhile Nathaniel soothed Ins lonely spirit by walking 
down to the sea dnd smoking a cigar. Ills niothor’s conjecture 
about a love affair was tvrong. Nat was not in love as yet with 
anybody but himself, and not in love with himself in the strict 
sense, but only with the possibility of himself, a sort of glorified 
*Eidoloif of himj^blf which ho had constructed, and up to the 
standard of whioli ho hoped to bring himself one day. lie had 
never felt any pulsation of love for one of the ladies who came 
to have their hair dressed in Camden Town or oven in Wigmore 
Street. They were not generally young in either place, and 
when they were young they were *not always pretty; and even 
if they were pretty they did not look so with their hair down 
and their peignoirs around their necks. Moreover, those in 
Camden Town Vo usually looked upon as ignorant and vulgar 
young women who probably wenV with Excursion parties to 
Epping Porcst, and those in Wigmore Street were coldly insolent 
and evidently looTced on him as what Shelley calls (Nat read 
Shelley) a " mechanised automaton.” 

Nor was there any particular purpose indicated in Nat’s 
eloquent outpourings. Ho was only a eleverish untaught young 
fellow who, by force of reading everything he could get at, had 
read himself into self-conceit and discontent, and who was tliere- 
fore in imagination constantly striking the stars with his sublime 
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head. For a long time poor Nat had been compelled to load two 
lives quite distinct from each other. There was his real lifo 
when ho worked and drudged faithfully in the calling which 
grew every day more and more distasteful to him. There was 
his ideal life when ho sat up of nights in his bedroom reading 
“ Locksloy Hall ” and “ Clara Vcrc do Vero,” and JVIrs. Browning’s 
“Lady Geraldine,” and Robert 1^'owiiing’g “Evolyn Hape;” 
studying Darwin, and MilHs “ Liberty,” and Carlyle’s “ French 
Revolution,” and any of Ijtuxloy’s lectures that ho could get ; 
and ho mixed the whol® up together in u,^rrnUanne of half- com- 
prehended poetry and quartcr-cofnprehended philosophy and 
science. It was a dclightfifl part of his ideal life, too, when ho 
joined a Volunteer Corps and wore ^ dark green uniform and 
carried a rifle with sword-bayonet, and marched at Wimbledon 
and Avas inspected in Hyde Park. These daj^ of military mas- 
(pierado were a sort of heroic heaven to him. Other young men 
whom he knew were but Tom, Dick, and Hajny in their Volun- 
teer uniforms. Nat in that garb was a hero of romance, a 
splendid soldier of fortune, a Quentin Durward, a D*Artagnan, 
a Claude Melnotte, a wild-Mahrattart)attlc warrior. Of late ho 
had indeed begun to feel some scruples. He dHtendcd scientific 
and quasi-religious lectures on Sundays, and ho had spoken 
ill the discussions of broad- thinking philosojihical societies ; ^nd 
ho was not quite sure about the fitness of the hero’s trade for 
the great service of humanity and the future. Still the uniforgi 
had its lasciiiation, and tho heroic dream wa# not all dreamed 
out yet. These Avero Nat Cramp’s twfl lives. Wo have called 
the one real and the other ideal ; but Nat Avas couAunced, and so 
perhaps should avo be, that the real Nathaniel Cramp was tho 
hero of tho ideal life and that tho other Avas^nly his^lsoulless;* 
bloodlc,ss shadow. 


CHAPTER IV. 

“MY LADY DISDAIN.” 

• • 

Dubewoods Avas, generally speaking, the name of th5 place in 
which Christmas found himself quartered foif tho hour. But it 
was not easy to say that there Avas any particular district or 
area specially covered by tho name of DureAvoods, or, indeed, 
any particular place tef Avhich the name strictly applied. Tho 
little arm of tho sea, tho narroAv inlet from the great broad bay, 
at the inland end at which the village stood, Avas never called 
Durewoods bay or creek, or anything of the kind. Probably the 
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beautiful growth of trees that covered the slope of the rising 
shores on either side had once been called Durewoods, and hence 
the name had spread itself over the whole place. But theso 
woods were not now called Durewoods; they were simply called 
'' the plantation.” Neither w^as the village called Durewoods ; 
people only spoke of it as " the cottages.” The village had, in 
fact, jio corjjprate existence, no soul, and no name. It never did 
anything as*a comfnuiiity ;*it never .acted together, or had any 
apparent consciousness that it w^as a wdiolc. The cottages were 
there — ^liad been built there sonfeliovff<y the convenience chiefly'’ 
of the fisherfolilc ; and that \wis all that anybody knew. The row 
of tenements in front of tlio w’at^* w’Hs called “ the cottages,” the 
lew residences of a better class that stood on the hills w'cro 
spoken of as " the houses," and the one large and pretentious- 
looking mansion ^vas the Hall. Probably this had onco been 
called Durewoods Hall; Imt, if so, the name had lapsed into 
disuse. Yet the place, taken collectively— Hall, houses, cottages, 
and all — was called Durewoods. The Saucy ians came and w-eiit 
betw’ccn • Duixwsoods ” and other places, and she lay generally 
of niglits off Durewoods ” 4 nor. 

There were wery few hxniilics of what might be called social 
position living in and about Durewoods. Ono or two retired 
officials of the dustoms had come thither from the largo seaports 
n<?cir and settled for the quiet and the cheapness. A cl erg} man 
and a Dissenting minister, and a doctor who w^as attached to a 
/iciglibouriug dispensary wero there; and tlio captain of tho 
Setvey Lass w^alked lionic to his family abode there among tho 
trees every night. Those and a few other residents occupied 
tho houses.” The Hall Iiad been for many years nnoceupied 
• until it.'iamo by ^somo legal process or other out of tho hands of 
its ancient possessors into those of a clever, handsome, portly 
gentleman from London, who W'as vaguely known dovvn there as 
having something to do with companies and finance. This gon- 
tkiinan came to Durewoods several times before he made up liis 
mind to occupy the Hall himself. ^ Ho brought down architects 
and surveyors, and various men of business from Loudon, and 
studied tho matter a good deal. At last ho made up his mind, 
had tho ])laco put into repair, closed up half tho buihyng, fur- 
nished the rest, employe^ gardeners on the grounds, which were 
not largOi and spent great part of 6ne mild winter there. Pre- 
sently he brought his daughter there, his only child — he was a 
widower — ^and settled her there with a liousekeeper and a 
companion; and he used to bring friends down every now and 
then. The clergyman, tho minister, fKe doctor, the retired 
Customs* officials, and the captain of the Saucy Lass, all thought 
Mr. John ChaUoner a great man, and were doliglited to bo in his 
favour ; but Durewoods, as a whole— if we may speak thus of 
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it— never took to liim. To Durewoods lie was alwa 3 ^s a stranger; 
and he sealed finally its mind against him when he decided upon 
occupying only half tlie ITall. In time ho became Sir John 
Challouer, ]3aroiiet ; hut Durewoods did not care. Of course, in 
Durewoods we do not, in tliis sense, take in Mrs. Cramp. Sho 
herself was but a settler and a sirangcr. Slic had been a lady’s 
maid; slie had been frequently called in tq assist. Sir J«hn’s 
liousckeepcr at the Hall, and she Iiad a sort of professional 
devotion to her social superiors anyliow. 

Another stranger ai^l Settler was Miss T^ylo. Tlie pretty 
little place which slio occupied ikAv had Dcen efiscovered and 
bought up for her by Sir ^ohn* Challouer, and the liousc w'as 
altered and almost rebuilt to suit her iicculiar tastes and habits.^ 
V)hc came there with her Irusty hcnchnian, Merlin, several years 
ago, and hardly ever stirred outside licr own f:ate, unless when 
sho went upon the water with Merlin for her boatman. So far 
ns peoiilc knew her, they liked her, and tlie pj^rents of Janet — a 
Durew’oods lass — and Janet herself, were gre atly attached to lier. 
As for Merlin, liis popularity was soon universal. IK?, fell in 
with the w’ays of the fishermen like a brother of the craft, and 
'would pass hours w'lth them lounging along thfe shore, examin- 
ing their boats, and helping to mend their nets, llow any 
iutorchangc of ideas w’a.s at first effected it w-onld bo hard Jo 
guess, but Merlin and the fishermen seemed from the first 
to understand cacli other, as dogs or horses do. Merlin used^ 
to stroll round to the cottages •wlicn the hnshafids wore at sea, 
and rcai^siiro the wives if the exited itioifs proved long and dan- 
gerous, and sing strange wild songs to the children, and toll 
thrilling stories of adventures w'hich liad befallen himself on the 
waves. These ^vero nearly all narratives in pffutomimdf sharp * 
fizzing sounds being understood to represent flashes of lightning, 
volKunont nndulatory motions of the Jiands being uninistakabhs 
symbols of the mountainous billows, and, of course, the dullest 
spectator could not fail to coniprchemk the final tnbJc which 
pictured Merlin liimself swimming lieroically to the 'wreck, or 
rowing his boat thither, and saving somebody under conditions 
of dilticulty unparalleled. ^Merlin soon became an authority, 
and a rather dogmatic one, upon most things, acquired such 
a hold over the rcspoct of his nciglibouBs, that even the fiict of 
his being seen to cross himself and toll over his bcadi^ like a 
faithful Catholic, did not unseat him from his pdlsition of dignity. 
There was, indeed, one legend w^hich ho w^as particularly fond of 
telling, and which niigh^ under other conditions, have wrought 
him harm with his compcCrs. This was a tale of a fearful storm, 
in whicli some fishers, and it was generally understood Merlin 
hirnsclf among them, had become involved off the coast of 
Drittany, and in 'svhich their lives were positively forfeit, until 
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suddenly the skies opened, a light shone on them, and a lady 
appeared in the heavens — beyond doubt the Virgin licrself— and 
guided their boat safely to a peaceful creek where the storm 
raged no more. But, luckily for Merlin, the description of the 
lights “ on the top,’* by wliioli he meant “ above,** and the fre- 
quent repetition of the word "she,** misled his auditory, and, 
aide\l by tfic happy effeej^ of his gestures, they always under- 
stood that at the critical moment tlic lights of a Channel steamer 
hove in sight, and that the pnpcrillcd boatmen were quietly 
taken on board. Sg that the storyr}^^>wevor thrilling and dra- 
matic, did iidt tax their potrers of sound Protestant belief any 
more than the melodious narrative? of the vessers rescue in the 
* Bay of Biscay. 

Merlin’s popularity rc’ficctcd itself a good deal upon Merlin’s 
mistress. She understood to have boon a very great person 
of some sort, and to have lived in some splendid world whereof 
Durewoods had Unt a vague conception, and to have now retired 
into a sort of half-penitential privacy. Sir John Challoncr and 
his gueSts always treated her with great rc'^pect, and whenever 
an artist or a group of artists came — as sometimes would happen 
in tho summef— to make sketches at Durewoods, they always 
sent up their cards to her liousc, and were generally received by 
ber. Durcw(K)ds was in a sort of way a little proud of this. 

In this place had IMiss Marie Clialloner spent some seven or 
eight years. Slio liad for society first her governess or com- 
panion, and tliCn Miss Dionc Lyle. As she grow up, being an 
independent and spiritt)d young woman, not, pcrliai)s, very easy 
to please in friends, she got rid of all professional companionship, 
aud pleased herself by not even having a housekeeper, but 
taking tho reiift of domestic government in lier own hands. It 
amused her to learn how to regulate and order things, and even 
to make mistakes and find out by cxpcrioiico of mistake tho way 
to the right. AVhcii slio was in any household difficulty she 
consulted Mrs. Cramp,* and when she was in any intellectual 
perplexity she betook licrself tirMiss Dionc Lyle. So her life 
wcut on, its highest effort at variety being wboii her father took 
her for a few days to Ostend or Parj^, or, perhaps, Brighton ; for 
he was a busy.nian, who rarely cared to go beyond the distance 
of a night’s post fron^ London. ^For the«most part, she had to 
find her owm intellectual and moral food as best slio could around 
her; to live on the green leaves of her own trees, so to speak, like 
tho sloth, whom otherwise she did not in the least resemble. 

Miss Clialloner had driven to tho pier on the night of Christ- 
mas’s arrival for the purpose of mectihg her fatlior. fcjho found, 
instead, only his servant, who brought a message to tell her that 
ho could not come for some days, and that he would then bring 
a few guests with him. This was a doable disappointment to 
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her ; first, because her father had not come at once, and next, 
because when he was to come ho was to brinpj guests with him. 
Miss Challoncr did not greatly cave, as a rule, for her father's 
guests. They wanted colour, she said. 

My Lady Disdain was an early riser, although by no means 
given to early going to rest. On the contrary, she roveUpd a 
good deal in the unlioly pleasure of •sitting till all hours in 
her bedroom, reading of nights. She had a great deal of spare 
time when her father was mt at homo ; and it would havo hung 
terribly upon her liand# sometimcig but that slio liad a very 
active intellect, and was fond of reading. She knew nothing, as 
yet, of a London season. Kcr f^her had’ preferred to keep her* 
in the country thus far, but he talkal now, as she was nearly 
twenty years old, of sotting up a regular establishment in town, 
and introducing her formally to London life. She had, hitherto, 
only known London as a child knows it ; as a i^lace where she 
was taken to theatres, and had drives in parks. She had gone 
through the earlier part of what is understood to ba a girl's 
education in Bath and in Baris, and when she was twclvo years 
old she settled down at the house wlifch lier fatjier had bought 
at Durewoods. Hero she had no companionship wlien she had 
got rid of her governess but that of her father vlion ho could 
absent himself from town, and that of the visitors ho brougM 
with him, and the school friends who occasionally came to spend 
a few weeks with her, and, for some years, the frequent associa-' 
tion with Miss Lyle. Therefore, this ygung lady lived a good 
deal of her time in romance, in looking out for adventures, of 
which she was to be the heroine, and in wondering that notliing 
particular was ever happening in life. She would sonvitimes 
have AYclcomcd anything almost, even pain itself, which varied 
a little the sweet monotony of her existence. * So whenever a 
new acquaintance came in her way, she eagerly approached him 
or her, sought out for something refreshing and remarkable, 
generally failed to find it, and then lot tlfc new comer pass. She 
Wtas perfectly sincere where sometimes people thought her insin- 
cere ; utterly unaffected where censors occasionally complained 
of affectation. She had n® more idea of deceit or fickleness 
wlicn, having welcomed a now acquaintance yesterday, she 
turned away from liini or her*to-day, tliah ono* wdio, seeking to 
arrive at a particular place, and thinking he has; found the right 
way, turns down a certain street in eager hopefulness, and then, 
seeing that ho is mistaken, turns back and tries another. Has 
the street he leaves a rigi^i to complain that it lias been treated 
badly? If not, then neither had any of Miss Challoner's ac- 
quaintances a right to say that she had treated them ill, when, 
finding that there was nothing specially interesting or fine about 
them, she showed no further care for their society. 


D 
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This morning of wliich we arc now talking, Miss Challoner 
felt rather atixions to know what sort of person Christmas 
Pembroke, IMiss Lyle’s guest, might turn out to bo. She was 
X)lcase(l with tlie chance-meeting at the pier, and she took him 
under her charge out of pure good-nature. TJiis was the more 
good-natured on her part because in tlie evening dnsk he seemed 
to lier at fifst only an ovci^grown boy, and slic was not fond of 
boys. Their shyness, their brusfxuc fiuliitcrcncc to all topics but 
tlieir own, tlieir big liands, th«ir sti)]id or boisterous egotism, 
their savage IJindness to all Jiicauty of srencry, sun, or sky, tlieir 
clumsy prosaicism of nature, hurt licr sensitive sesthcticisin. 
♦Wheu she fiist took u*p Christitias Pembroke she assumed that 
ho w'ould prove to bo on,ly a stu]>jd boy. Put tho few w'or<Is 
which they interchanged, and the one or two glinipscs into his 
past life which his w’ords gave, ami particularly tiie manner in 
which he sjioke of his father’s death, showed her that he had 
at least had some* of a man’s troubles, and touched her quick 
sympatlycs. Even if ho was little better than a boy he had not 
been brought up as English boys are. lie must have some other 
topics besides those which’ the boys have in runch. 

Ilow^cver, the duties of life had to go on, and the young lady 
set herself to perform licr part of them. She w^onld have to 
make some preparations for her visitors, and she thought tho 
best thing she could do would be to go at once to the cottages 
^and consult M^'S. Cramp. So she ordered out her little pony- 
carriage, and w'lth tho Mcthodistical Martin seated behind, she 
drove along the pleasant roads under the trees. She was fond 
of driving, and indeed of all exercises — riding, w'alldng, swim- 
ming^and rowing. Likewise she was fond of doing things for 
herself, as &hd liad preferred to bo her father’s housekeeper 
rather than have tlie duties li.anded over to somebody else. 
Many of her energetic and independent ways might have earned 
her in London tho reputation of eccentricity, but here in Duro- 
woodsslic could do as siio liked, and she was one of those happily 
moulded w’omcii who cannot do anything ungracefully. 

The little carriage rattled up to Mrs. Cramp’s door, and 
Marie Challoner leaped lightly outy,and threw the reins to her 
servant. Thadoor stood open, and the visitor came plump into 
what Haight Ikj called Mrs. CramiJ^s parlour. Put Marie suddenly 
stopped on tho, threshold, for an uncxj^ected sight met her eyes, 
and an unwonted form obstructed her progress. This w^as a 
tall, martial figure in dark green uniform, with a belt and a 
cartouche-box and a sword-bayonet, §ind wearing a smart kepi. 
The warrior was exhibiting himself as on parade for tho benefit 
of Mrs. Cramp, who looked on with delighted eyes. Tlio rustle 
of Miss Challoner's dress dlstobed tho parade. Mrs. Cramp 
stepped forw^ard, all beaming wlih xn'ide and welcome, to receive 
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the young lady, and the soldier turned round, started, bliisliod, 
plucked off his kepi, let it fall, mado an effort to pick it up, luibsecl 
it, and looked remarkably confused. 

IVErs. Cramp was only happy and proud. 

"Tliis is my son. Miss Challoner; my son Nathaniel. You 
used to know liim, but he’s outgrown everything this year or 
two.” t> • • • 

Nat, it must be owned, Ibokcd rather abashed for a warrior ; 
and hardly raised his eyes Jo mq^t the large, deep, friendly eyes 
that turned so suddenly •n him. • 

*•' This your son — this my old friend Natty ? ” tlje young lady 
exclaimed. “ Why, so it is^ Jfetty himself, turned into a tall 
soldier — a field officer, or a general, or somclhiiig! I shonldT 
never have thouglit it! But now that I look at him I caui 
discover some likeness of my old friend when Iftj was a boy.” 

“ He has grown. Miss Challoner, sure enough,” liis mother 
observed with pride, as Marie put her hand fuiiikly into tliat of 
the awkward and palpitating youth. 

" W’hat am I to call you now — ^not Natty auy longer, I?5U])pasc? 
Mr. Nathaniel ? or Captain Nathaniel^ That is a very hccomiiig 
uniform — what is it ? ” • 

“It’s the West Pimlico Volunteers, Miss Challoner,” said 
Nathaniel, rising to a certain confidence in the ‘l)rido of beijig 
a Volunteer, and picking up his kepi. 

“ You look quite a sefidier. Natty — oh, I mean Mr. Nathaniel.’^ 
“ Do — do call me Natty,” the Volunteer pleadccl ; and he took 
courage to look up into her briglit, kifidly, and yet humorous 
eyes. “ It kSouikIs so delightful— just like old limes.” 

•‘Well then, Natty!” the obliging young lady answered. 
“Natty ! Yes, it docs sound like very pleasant ^Id tinieS.* Are 
you fond of reading still. Natty? lie used to I)o» quite a student, 
Mrs. Cramp— don’t you remember ? I used to lend him books — 
poetry, I think, for the most part. Yes, and he used to write 
verses! Do you still write versos. Natty ? Yes — you do; lean 
SCO it in your look 1 You mxftt show mo something you have 
written — you must indeed.” 

“ That ho shall ! ” his nqpthcr declared. 

“And you must come and sec me— you mjpst bring him, 
Mrs. Cramp. To-day will y^u come?— <iny time before three. 

1 have some fine photographs— but you sec all thoso things in 
London, I suppose, more than we do down herfi in the country. 
Mrs. Cramp, I want to talk to you a moment or two about 
tilings. Papa puls al^ sorts of arrangements on mo that I 
<lon*t understand in the least. I don’t know what I should do. 
Natty, if I didn’t have your mother sometimes at my right 
hand.” 

So with a pleasant smile she dismissed Natty, out of his own 
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door step, as it would seem. Natty lounged round tlio house, 
got in at the back-door, stole up to his bedroom, and began to 
take off his iiniforin. He was, perhaps, rather glad that he had 
been soon for the first time thus arrayed ; but he felt that the 
uniform had not, after all, produced much effect upon Miss 
Challoncr. She had evidently understood quite well that poor 
Nat was only masquerading^— showing off his fino things to his 
delighted mother, and she clearly did not regard him as a 
genuine soldier. How Icind she wa^and how beautiful ! Ho 
should never ^avo known her again, And what divine eyes ! 
How frankly and sweetly she had spoken to him — and she had 
j)romised to call him Natty ! His nead was all on fire. Must 
she know that he was a hairdresser ? Oh, his mother, ho knew, 
would tell her everything! Would she countermand the per- 
mission to visit lihr when she heard of the ca^'hng he followed ? 
Poor Nat felt as if the story of Aladdin were filling his mind, 
and ho blushed ami trembled to think that at that very moment 
his mothpr might bo descanting to Miss Challoncr on his good 
prospects as a hairdresser. Aladdin, to bo sure, was a tailor’s 
son; but then he was ncH; himself a tailor; and he had such 
tremendous advantages in the way of supernatural auxiliaries 
over poor Nathaniel Cramp. 

• Meanwhilo'the Princess Badroulboudour (that surely was the 
name of Aladdin’s princess) was not thinking at all about the 
<^A1addin of the West Pimlico Volunteers. For the moment she 
had probably forgotten his very existence, for she was busily 
engaged in talking over some household arrangements to be 
made in preparation for her father’s coming with his guests. 
But she was the kindest and most affectionate of girls, and she 
was really very'glad to see Nat for his mother’s sake and for his 
own, and she wanted to talk with him and show him some friend- 
liness. She had no more idea of being constrained or formal, or 
even patronising, to young Cramp, than to the faithful old servant 
and friend, his mother. * So when she was leaving she reminded 
Mrs. Cramp again that Natty wafe to bo brought to see her ; and 
she looked round for him near the door, and if ho had been there 
she would have allowed him the privilege of helping her into 
her little pon^ carriage ; but he was not there, and she got in 
very wpll without him? ^ 

Meanwhile Nathaniel, peering very cautiously from his bed- 
room window, watched her departure. Ho was in his shirt- 
sleeves; and he would not have been seen in his shirt-sleeves 
by HEB— not for all the world. Kntjpling on the floor, and 
peering with uttermost caution from* beneath a corner of the 
blind, Nathaniel saw the back of her hat and the flutter of W 
feather as she drove away, Then he heard his mother calling 
him, “Natty ! Natty, dear 1 ” and he turned from the window in 
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deep depression; which only began to lie dispelled when his 
mother told him that Miss Challoncr on leaving had renewed 
her invitation, and that he was to see her that very day. 

That morning Christmas and his hostess were again in the 
balcony. She sat in her accustomed chair, which was moved 
for her according to the progress of the sun, so that laight 
always have the freest and ^finest vitfiv of theT scene. Christmas 
was enjoying to the full the'air, the trees, tlie sun, the breath of 
the sea, and the novelty of#thc whole situation. Miss Lyle ap- 
parently had put away th^ manner of^ilmost (fucrulous melancholy 
which liad come over her tho^iight before ; .and she was giving him 
some descriptions of the place and the people. Ho then learned* 
for the first time that one of their tieiglibours was Sir John 
Challoner. Whereupon Christmas told her hyw ho had had a 
chance introduction to Sir John Challoner a few days before in 
London. If ho had been perfectly candid lie would havo told 
her likewise that it had given him a certain littfc thrill of surprise 
to find that ho had already made tho acquaintance of My Lady 
Disdain ; ” but when is youth candid iij such things ? Christmas 
said nothing of My Lady Disdain, although ho co^ild hardly have 
told why he kept secret tho small fact that he had heard of her 
by such a name. • 

"I bog your pardon,” Miss Lyle interposed, suddenly, "ft 
there not some one tapping at tho door V ” 

Christmas stepped from tho balcony into tho room to see. ' 
Just as ho did so, the door of tho room* opened, and a tall girl 
entered quickly ; so quickly that her eyes mot his before he had 
time to thhik that ho had better not stare at her. He know at 
onco that it was his kindly guide of tho ni^it befoio — tho 
seemingly undisdainful Lady Disdain. It was not by her face 
ho knew her, for ho had scarcely seen her face then, and he did 
not look long at it now. lie was aware of the presence of dark 
eyes— of dark brown hair, coming rather low on tho forehead, 
and gathering in thick, short cryi-ls around the neck ; of a bright 
complexion, and lips that had a certain humorous expression 
about them ; and, in short, a general influonco of youth, and 
health, and high siurits, and originality ; and lio suddenly felt 
himself very young, and was convinced that lie Ipdkcd awkward. 
The young lady had not, for* her part, Tihe slightest shade of 
awkwardness. 

" Pray excuse my coming in. I came to see Miss Tiyle, and 
as no one answered to my tapping I took it for granted that she 
was in her balcony. I ste you don't recognise me. I brought 
you here last night.” 

" It was dark then, and I hardly saw ; but I thought it must 
be, and I hope you Avill allow me to thank you.” 

" Indeed I will not. I see she is in her balcony.” And thcr 
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Christmas saw the young lady embrace the older, and settle 
around the shoulders of the latter her discomposed shawl and 
take a seat familiarly beside her. Christinas quietly added 
himself to the group. 

" I knew you would come this morning, Marie, my dear.” 
said Jliss Ljle. 

** You always say I may tiome any^ morning, don’t you ? ” 

And you don’t always come. But this morning I know.” 
Did you rrally ? flow did*you Iwiow ? ” 

“ Shall I toll you tnitright? ” • 

Oh, yes ; don’t niako any n^steg’y.” 

• Because you were curious aliout my visitor, and you wanted 
to see whot lie looked like tn the day. Como, Marie, confess.” 

“ Indeed, it w^js I mean that was the reason why I came 
Now 1 have corrccied myself in time, have 1 not? 1 saw yon 
smile. But your friend can hardly understand tliis. 1 should 
loll you,” and iioV she addressed herself to Christmas, “ that 
jMiss Lyle is always terribly severe on the way in which women 
answer questions, Slio savs we alw^ays answer to something in 
our own miiidstand not to the question. So I always try to 
correct myself in time. Let mo sec. What was it I was answer- 
ing ? IMiss Lyjo asked me to confess that I came here to-day out 
of curiosity, and I said at first ‘Indeed it was’; which, I sup- 
j)oso, would hardly do as an answer in a printed dialogue, and 

I corrected myself,” 

“ We have not muoli to occupy ourselves with hero,” said 
Miss Tiylc, “ and I amuse myself now and then with playing 
f'C.hoolmistrcss to Miss Challoner, and correcting her spoken 
style ; *ns I shQ.ll yours, Mr. Christmas. But you see what a 
tnithfnl pupil she is, and how readily sho confessed that it was 
<*!iriosity and not friendship that brought her here so early this 
inoruing.” 

“ I don’t want to deny it,” Miss Challoner said. “ Wiiy 
f^,h(Uild I ? ” She looked to Ghrigtmas for reply. 

“ I don’t know,” Clivistnnis answered, being thus aiq)caled to. 

“Wo so seldom sec anybody here— any new face — that a 
stiMiigcr of any kind is an object of wonder and delight.” 

“ So there ft no compliment to me ? ” 

“ Not the least in !lie world. *But, Miss Lyle, I have had a 
double gratification for my curiosity already this morning. I 
liavo been up very early and caught two— I don’t like to say 
worms for fear of seeming rude — x)erhaps glowworms, then.” 

“ Wlio was the other victim ? ” aslc«il Miss Lyle. 

Natty Cramp — dear old Natty Cramp turned into a British 
Volunteer, or grenadier, or whatever it is. I had not seen him 
for years. I was always away from Durewoods somewhere when 
he came to sec his mother.” 
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" My dear,” said Miss Lyle, gravely, " you really must not 
bewilder poor Natty Cram]). Uufortifiecl tt)wiis ouj^lit not to 
be bombarded, I believe. When is your fatlier coming ? ” 

“ Not lor a w’cek now. I am very sorry ; I am so lonely at 
liome. And wlien lie docs come lie is bringing some people, 
Avliicli will be just as bad.” 

“Not for a Aveek?”Miss Lyle ^aid, and she «aid it* in a 
meditative, half-regi'etful 4iort of tone. “ Tlieii you, IMistress 
^Liri(', T sui)pos(5, are to be at largo here for the next week ? 

“ She speaks of nio^afi if I* were a so^*t of wild animal — 

* at large ! ’ — some dangiirous creature, like a paiiflior.” 

“ So you arc, my dear,”Uho «lder lady said compfisodly. “ I 
shall be very glad wlieii you are sent to ]jondon aiul put througlf 
a season or two there. That will tamo you perhaps. Meanwhile 
we hiivo you hero, and must only make tlie bent of it.” 

“ ])o I seem a very disagreeable sort of a person ? ” Miss 
Challoncr asked, liivning her eyes fully q^\ Christmas, and 
without the least a])pear;irco of co<jnetry or alleetation. 

“ You seem very kind,” the young man answered ; ‘•and you 
are very handsome.'* • 

Miss Lyle looked up amazed. • 

“ Tliank you,” Miss Challoncr sai<l, with ])erfect gravity, and 
without lowering her eyes or showing the iaintesl light of^a 
blush. “ I am very glad yon think so.” 

Christmas himself was miioh more eonrnsod by liis abrujil^ 
compliment tlian anybody else. Ifo bad not meant to give out 
bis opinion so blunlly, but it cscapeiP him, and lie now felt 
])ositivcly gratofui to her for the easy ami kindly way in wliicli 
she liad received it. 

.“I am always criticising her,” Miss Lyle •said, h.f^tening * 
jicrluaps to cover Christmas's confused retreat fuom the dialogue, 

“ and liiiding fault with her — the way she wears her hair, and 
all manner of tilings. 1 want liei* to be perfeetiun if sho can. 
So she likes a com])liinoiit now and thcii.” 

“ Now,” saifl Marie, rising, ^ I Jiavo come to offer my services 
as guide. If there is anything 1 spe^-ially delight in it is 
acting as a guide and showing a strang(‘r all our beautiful 
places. I am a capital guide hereabouts, for I ]cnow all about 
everything.’* ^ • 

“I intended to send Merlin out in tho boat today with 
Mr. Pembroke, to show him some of onr prdtiy inlets,” said 
Miss Lyle. “ If you insist on going, Marie— well, I don’t know 
that I can prevent it.” 

“ Will you not come?** Christmas asked her. 

“ No, thanks. Tho trouble of getting in and out of tho boat 
is too much for me, and would be a gniat deal too much for 
anybody who had to endure my company. I look out upon 
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nature from iny balcony — only too happy to liave one. I once 
used to look down upon a crowded street from a garret among 
the swallows.” 

" 1 knew you would not go, of course,” Miss Clialloncr said ; 
“and that is why I oifered my services. Merlin can't talk 1o 
Mr. Pembroke, and I can tell him everything— if he would like 
met® go.” . 

“I only wish I know how to thank you for being so kind,” 
said Christmas. 

“ She is a good girl,” said IkKss Ljl^ “ and kind, but I don't 
know that it i» only ]^indncss«iu this case. She has to lead a dull 
life of it hero *, and since you d}d h*.ppen to come at this time I 
«hall be glad if you can help to make a day or two pleasant to 
her. My dear, would you'^mind going down and telling Merlin 
about tlic boat?. He understands you, and ho isn't always 
pleasant with Janet.” 

“ I know I am being sent out of the room, as children are 
wlien something is to bo said about them wliicli they are not to 
hear,” IMarie said "with a laugh as she Avent upon her errand. 

“ She has some sense,” Miss Lyle quietly remarked, Avhen the 
door closed hekind her. “I hope you have some sense too, 
Mr. Cliristmas. I am very fond of that girl, but I told you I 
Avould rather have had you hero when her time was a little more 
oteupied. You have seen her father? What do you think of 
him ? ” 

‘ “ T couldn't well form any opinion. I only spoke to him for 

a moment. JIc scemed'a little i)ompons, I thought.” 

“AYas there no sort of insight? You liaA^e been about the 
world a good deal, and I thought young men knew everything 
now. maltee', 1 shall leave you to judge of him for yourself— 
only, Mr. Christmas, it uas not hy romance he came to own the 
Hall. Y^our fatfier and ho started in life together, and so did I. 
AVo three Avoro all poor to begin Avith. Sir .rohn, I suppose, is 
rich now. You know Avliethcr your falhcr became rich — I don't ; 
but if he did the money must luivo forced itself on him, or he 
must have greatly changed.” 

“ He never cared for money,” Christmas said proudly. “ I 
am poor — I am glad of it.” 

“So am I, dear, — ^ery glad. Well, then, keep to your hi- 
dependence. Bo a friend of this fonianiic girl if you likc--flirt 
with her if she likes ; but don't — don't make a fool of yourself— 
that's all. AVell, Mario, is Merlin ready ? ” 

Marie stood on the balcony again, bright, eager, glowing with 
youth and frank kindliness and beaut^s* 

“ You are growing a handsome girl,” said Miss Lyle. 

“ A compliment from is something to treasure, really,” 
Marie said, and she kissed Miss Lyle on the forehead and blushed 
at the compliment this time. 
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CHAPTER V. 

“ JU VENTUb MUNDI.” 

9 - • 

The sun shone with the tciftlcr beauty of an English Juno, with 
mild bright warmth and i^pclicaj freshness which are so rare in 
other climates, and which may lielp^to coinpcnsatcLthe Briton for 
his want of the Italian sun’s golden glory and the melancholy 
loveliness of the Indian su1nni<?r — that gentle carnival of tho^ 
season’s sweets and tints wliich in tho^Vtlantic States of tlie Now 
World precedes the lenten frosts of winter. A fine June day in 
England ought to be consecrated to the youth ftf the world. 

Christinas Pembroke felt its influence, although only in a 
vague and half-unconscious way, as ho accompanied Miss Chal- 
loner to the boat. This was the first holiday on an English hill- 
side in Juno, and it was the first — ^positively the first — time he 
had ever undertaken a ramble with a beautiful girl. To Christ- 
mas ^liss dial loner was bewildcringly beautiful. There was no 
friendly critic near to point out her defects. Any half-dozen 
young ladies, or indeed almost any half-dozen young men, for that 
matter, might (louhtless have shown liow in every foaiuro and 
tint and movement she fell short of perfection. Every such® 
critic could perhaps liavc named some otl^cr woman wlio deserved 
admiration ever so miicli more; and who probably failed to got 
it. Bat as there was no such critic near to guide his taste, 
Christmas was I6ft to the fulness of Iiis own enthusiasm. ^ 

The way to \\horo the boat was lying ready Tor them was a 
stoop and winding path through Miss Lyle’s little demesne. It 
Avas indeed a very little demesne for a region Avhero lands and 
tenements Avere so cheap, but it allowed of a low minutes’ 
delightful descent before the boalhousi', the boat, and the water 
could be reached. Cliristmas had at first felt some dread that 
talking to a young English lady whom Jio assumed to bo of high 
aristocratic rank and Avay§ Avould bo very embarrassing and 
difficult. But Voltaire’s “Ingoiiu" himself coukl hardly ha vo 
found mncli difficulty in talkyig with Mfss Cl alloner. If that 
young Lady had needed anything to set her ^it her ease her 
companion’s blunt, fresh declaration about her being so hand- 
some Avonld have su]iplicd the want. Hero was no young London 
prig draAvn by Leech, no^gtiff and heavy headed wallfloAver of the 
London season. 

As they descended Miss Challoner slopped and looked back. 
Miss Tjylo Avas seated in her balcony leaning upon her hand and 
looking after them. She smiled and nodded to them, and then 
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relapsed into her former attitude and into an expression of quiet 
niclaiicholy. 

She is a picture — always,” Miss Clialloncr said to Christmas, 
“Everything she does seems as if it w^erc done in an altitude for 
a painter, and she never thinks about it. She must have a story 
in lier past life. Do you know it ? I don’t V ” 

“1 knowliotlnng but tlnW, she and my hither were old friends. 

I am l\alf bewildered to find myself libre, not knowing wliy I am 
here, or why everybody is so frioidl^to me. I ivoiidor some- 
times if 1 am the ivai person at all — th» person Miss Lyle takes 
me to be, or only an innocent? iniposiipr.” 

“ Then you really kliow notlfiug of Miss Lyle? ” 

* Christinas told her in.a few words all that lie know. He 
might as well do so at once, for he felt that lie could keep 
nothing from her.* She questioned him Avith an easy confidence, 
which was a hundred times more fatal to the life of a secret 
Ilian the most ingfjiiions inquisitiveness might have been. She 
hslciicd yith great attention and remained silent for a Avln'Ie. 

“It is strange,” she said, “and it seems safl. I don’t well 
know why, but J can undfcrstand that she Avoukl uiit nrally foci 
a great interest in you,” and she threw a quick inquiring glance 
at Christmas, wondering whether ho had sprung to tlic" same 
conclusion as ^le luid done. “1 have heard,” she adihM, after a 
imuso, “ that she Avas once a groat artist — a musician or singer, 
•and that she Avitlidrcw from the Avorld very soon, and came lind 
S( ttled hersel f liero. summer she almost li ves in tl iii t halcony . 
Tapa kuoAv her long ago, and lie looks after her money affairs for 
her iioAV, I believe ; but I don’t think he would liJco mo to ask 
any qimstions. Lcsides, I know enough. I knoAv that she is a 
living, ureathiii^ picture, and that I am very fond of her, as you 
Avill be, if yon are not already.” 

Here the discourse Avas broken in upon by a peculiar cry like 
part of the refrain of some monotonous uncouth piece of ballad 
music. It only came ffom Merlin, avIio Avaited for them in his 
boat, and thus signified his presence. They avcm-c now within a 
fcAV paces of the boat, but Merlin always invited liis ]tassengers 
by the same peculiar cry which yeaiis ago hail called liis fclloAv^s 
about him Avh^n the fisliing-boat Avas to be launched fi*om the 
lireton shingle. As "Christmas banded Miss Clialloner in he 
looked back and, could still see the balcony and Miss Ijyle lean- 
ing on its edge. 

That Avas a happy day for Christmas— -a day that passed like 
a drcfim. lie liail come out to see water and tlie scenery, 
Avilh ]\liss dial loner for his guide, that ho might miss no sight. 
Old Merlin rowed silently as the mysterious lioatmaii made of 
metal in tlie Ainbiau Nights. The sun was bright; the long 
naiTOAV land-locked strip of sea was blue and glittering with the 
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light of the sky on it ; the woods sometimes crept down to the 
edge of the water. There were pretty places to bo seen here and 
there, and there were little stories to be told, associations to bo 
brought up, local anecdotes to be mentioned. But Marie soon 
fancied that her companion was a perfect Gamaliel as regarded 
these things. He hardly looked at the places she showed Jiiin, 
and he alwfiys, when ho could, conducted the-conversation away 
from the scene actually afound him into some channel along 
which flowed naturally thojnemorics and associations of Jier own 
life and the bubbles of h«r own fancies. • , 

“ You don’t care about my explanations and descriptions,” 
she said at last to the hap])y Christmas, who reclined in the, 
stern of tlio boat, trailing one hand through the water, and loolv- 
ing at her. “ I am a caijital guide; I know all about this iflace, 
and you hardly listen.” * 

“ I prefer to hear you talk ajbout yourself.” 

“But you have eyes for tliat beautiful little inlet there, with 
the birches growing just out of the water ? You do sec tlv3 beauty 
of tilings like that? If you lived here you would have to study 
tints and leaves and water, for wo havB nothing else to think of.” 

“ T see the beauty of it all ; but 1 care more for beauty ” 

and Christmas confused himself a little, for lie w’as actually going 
to say that he cared more for beauty like Jiors ; but lie checked 
himself in time, and said, ” I delight in it all as a wliolo, but 
perhaps I am too new to tlic place to appreciate the details.” ■ 
** You have not cared much for nature and scenery, I am 
afraid.” 

“ I have been too busy with other things—holping my father, 
and being taught by him. Everything is new to mo hoj;^; and 
all the novelties confuse me. Being absolutely my own master 
is even still the most confusing thing of any.” 

“ But you will have some career to follow ? ” 

“ I suppose so. I must have when I find out what it ought 
to be.” • 

“ Have you no particular taStes ? You ought to have some 
inclining of some kind already. How old are you ? ” 

Miss Challoncr always assumed a sort of superiority in tone, 
as if she wore the older person. Tliis was luc'ky for Christmas, 
who was rather shy. • • 

“ Nearly twenty-two.” 

So much as that I I never should have thought it ! Why, 
you arc quite a man ! ” 

She turned towards hijy, and fixed her eyes upon him witli a 
look of curious interest as she said this ; and she i*cally felt an 
additional interest in him because of her surprise. But the tame 
companions of Alexander Selkirk’s solitude could hardly have 
shown less fear or shyness at the sight of a man tlian did Marie 
Cliallonor as she studied Pembroke’s face. 
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“ You ought to have found your path before this/* she said, 
gravely. Tell me, now — have you no marked tastes of any 
kind?** 

“ Since I came to London I have been in love— with London. 
That is the most marked taste I have yet found in myself.” 

"/[ don’t know London well ; I hardly know it at all. But 
we are going to have a house there in the end of the year, or the 
beginning of next, or some time. You must show me London. 
Only I suppose we could hardly go about together in this sort 
of way — say, a hansom cab.” '' 

“ I suppose not,” said Christmas, with, for the first time, a 
jinking heart, as he thought of flie society in which she would be 
certain to move in Loiidoi*, which ho assumed must be that of 
the very highest aristocracy. 

** Then let us *makc the best of our time now— and we will 
land just here on this bank, and walk a little, and Merlin will 
wait for us. You^ust sec some of the paths of these woods, for 
they are^uch favourite walks of mine. Are wo not very fortu- 
nate in having this long narrow stretch of bay ? You see it has 
all the beauty nf a riverj and yet it is the sea. Now I can 
actually see the liorizon — of the great sea over which you have 
sailed from the East.” 

• “ Not exaefly the same sea.” 

** Oh, I know all about geography, and the map, and Mang- 
mall’s Questions ; but the sea is all one — it’s just the same sea ; 
it is tlic sea, and that’s jill about it. Half the pleasure of m/lifo 
is in standing among these woods, on what seems to bo the bank 
of a narrow green river, and looking out there to tJiat horizon, 
and kijpwing t^iat that is the same sea that washes the shores of 
Italy, and Greece, and Egypt, and Arabia, and ” 

“ And Japart and California,” suggested Christinas, in order 
to bring himself somehow within her horizon. 

“ Oh, no ; I have never thought of these places — they have no 
poetry or romance aboift them. ^Who cares for Japan and Cali- 
fornia? Yes, I do care for them now because you were there ; 
one feels an interest, of course, in a place when somebody you 
know has been there. But still there is not much of the breath 
of poetry abouA them. I should never care to go to such places, 
or see tliem in day-dfeams. Merlin” (and she spoke now in a 
peculiarly loud,jDlear tone, as the boat ran in to laud), "Havo 
you ever heard of California — the place called California?” 

" Much things— yes. Have heard of mu ch tl lings— things here 
— many ! ” And Merlin tapped his forQlacad as the treasure-house 
of knowledge, with much complacency. 

"Of California?” 

"Ah — yes, yes, yes, yes! Much gold — aha! much gold. 
Down — in the floor.” 
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In the earth?” 

“ Yes, yes, yes— earth — floor ; the same.” 

'' Would you like to go there ? ” 

“ No, no, no ! All black there — ^nigare. I know.” 

Christmas was interposing an explanation as to the com- 
plexion of the natives of California, but Merlin only shool^ his 
head, and repeated, ” Black, black, al> black— cigare. I know.” 

“ You will find,” said Miss Challoner, in a low tone, “ that 
Merlin has caught up youivwordc for all that; and he will soon 
get into talk with you m if by accident, and find.out all about 
California, and astonish our natives here with it. Ho never 
could condescend to sit ana be Corrected* in knowledge by you , 
in my presence ; but he will get it all jGrom you afterwards ; and 
then woo to the Durewoods ignoramus who shall dare to assert 
in Merlin's presence that the i)opulation of California are all 
negroes. Now will you give me your hand? Thank you. 
Merlin will wait.” • 

They stepped ashore and began to ascend a winding path 
that mounted upwards tlirough the woods, and Christmas 
entered upon his first walk under trdhs with a^oung woman. 
For the woods Jind the path, and the soft bright mosses beneath 
their feet, and the little streams that sometimes sprang from 
under green-covered stones and ran to meet them ; for the sunny 
openings hero and there between the trees, and the deep blue 
overhead, Christmas had no eyes. The sweet-singing English 
birds sang in vain for him. Yet not poi’haps quite in vain. 
Perhaps some tone of music coming from some outer source, 
from the skies and among the trees, did blend itself into his 
consciousness. Perhaps the voice of a song-bi^ will j^ways 
from that hour bring back to his mind delicious associations of 
happy expansive moments, when his soul seemed to bo filled 
with exquisite emotion. Not quite in vain, perhaps, did the 
startled squirrel bound so prettily away, and then peer so 
knowingly from his shelter in the high Branches. Not in vain 
was the sky so blue. All went \o make up the hour, and the 
picture, and the dream. But Christmas did not then know it. 
He only knew that he was talking by the side of Mario Clial- 
loner, and that his heart was beating, and ho could«have vaguely 
said with Browning's lover, ‘'iYho knows but the world may 
end to-day ? " 

If the talk had been left to Christmas, there probably would 
have been but little of it, but his companion, who was quite at 
her case, talked of many^Biings, and in particular pressed her 
questions about his inclinations and his career Avith an interest 
which almost finished by intoxicating the poor youth. 

“ You must not stay here long in this lotos-eating land,” she 
said, "or you will soon become like the rest of us. Miss Lyle 
positively must send you away very, very soon.” 
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Poor Cliristuias ! 

“ I only camo last night,” ho said in a remonstrating tono. 

“ Oh, yes, of oonrso. I don’t mean that she ought to send 
you away this evening ; hut soon. You ought not to waste too 
much of your time among us. Now let us stand hero in this 
little hollow for just a moment. Do uro not seem alone in the 
world here — as if •there were no people on the earth but only 
you and I ? ” • 

Only you and I — alono in .all tlyi world ! She had not the 
faintest thought of cocpietrv or of suggestivo love-makiug when 
she spoke those tempting, thrilling words. She touched Christ- 
mas on the arm to calf his^attention, find she looked all 

round her .and thou inqpiriugly into his face to pee if ho, to(\ 
appreciated the peculiar .and lonely beauty of the scone. It 
was very lonely.* There was a sudden dip or hollow, a little dry 
basin, among the woods just there, and one could see neither the 
jiath that had been mounted nor any path yet to climb — only 
what seemed from that point of view illimitable trees around 
and the illimilablo sky above. 

Christmas c^uld not \^nture to look into her eyes. 

“I love this sudden bit of wild loneliness,” she said; 
alw.ays bring strangers to see it.” 

• Christmas was restored to himself for the moment by these 
simple words; and he praised the spot so warmly that his com- 
panion really thought his interest was in it. 

Now,” she said Jbriumphantly, as one who has extorted 
praise for some favourite object from unwilling lips, now for 
the contrast. Just a little higher up— a little more climbing — 
and jj)u shall see.” 

They moulltcd up higher and higher among tlio darkling 
trees. The paih was a little steep, and Miss Challoiicr did not 
speak. Suddenly they emerged clear from tho wood upon a 
smooth grass-grown hill. Higher still, up to tho top, and then 
Marie turned round ilnd showed him the great bay with its 
islets and its yachts and its v.asf horizon, wliilo beneath them, on 
the side which they had ascended, were only trees to be seen. 
The narrow little inner bay and its^village h.ad disappeared. It 
seemed as if they stood on a peak in the ocean. 

“ There,” exclaimed Marie, p^joudly. “ Turn your eyes upon 
that broad sea,^and think of tho little nook of pathless wood wo 
seemed to be in a few minutes ago.” 

" It is like San Francisco Bay,” said Christmas. “ I almost 
think I can see Saucelito or Alameda, or that I am looking out 
to the Golden Gate.” 

"The Gk)ldon Gate! That sounds like poetry. You must 
tell me all about the Golden Gato. But not now ; some other 
time. 1 could not hear of anything which might compare too 
favourably with that scene just now." 
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“There are none of your beautiful English woods at Sun 
Francisco,” said Christmas. “ Dry sandhills aro there.” 

“ Then 1 am glad there is something in which our scene sur- 
passes your San Francisco Day you scorn so fond of. I don't 
w'anfc you to forget this wlicn you leave us, oven for the memory 
of San Francisco.” ^ 

“I shall not forget this,” said Oliristniaar quietly, “when I 
leave it.” 

“ Why should not thaUbay, til\at lovely bay, have its Golden 
Gate ? ” IMario asked. ‘•I feel as if* I were looking through a 
Golden Gate now.” ^ 

“ So do I,” said Christmas; aRd lie meant it. lie was indeed^ 
having his first glimpse through a gulden gate through which 
youth is always eager to puss. 

I will sit on the grass for a moment,” saift Miss Challoner. 

“ I feel tired, and it is so delightfully warm.” 

So she sat upon the grass, and Christmas 1;hrcw himself be- 
side her there, and they looked out over the sea and fcilked of 
anything tliat came up. Christmas began to develop to her a 
variety of views of life which an hourVjfore ha(i never occujTod 
to him. Ho told her of his life and of the places ho had scon, 
and she listened to him and stimulated him to more talk, and 
became greatly interested in his boyish simplicity and his mas*- 
culinc combinations of reading and experience. 

“ I am so glad you came hero,” she said at last, “ and that I ’ 
know you. Wo are dull hero now and •then, and wo aro glad 
when an interesting new comer brightens our lives. I hope wo 
shall be friends.” 

“ Are you faithful in your friendships ? ” OJristmas^askcd, 
plucking tlic grass up and not looking at her. 

Oil, did any one say I was not ? Como, flow, do tell mo. 

I do believe somebody did,” 

“ Nobody did. I only asked.” 

“ I thought perhaps Miss Lylo had bobn warning you against 
me. / think I am very faithful in my friendships ; but there are 
so few people wliom any rational creature could care to have for 
friends. I am her friend, and that’s one reason why I should 
like to bo a friend of yours.” * • 

“ Should we not wait a littk?” Cliristiflas asked. “ You and 
she, I moan, until you see whether I am worth liaving as a 
friend.” 

“She believes that you must bo, becauso of your father. 
Audi ” .• 

“ Yes, and you ? ” 

" I take her opinion in everything. And besides—” 

“Besides; yes?” 

“ You seem to me a friend whom I could like. But perhaps 
you don't like me?” 
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** I like you immensely.” 

“Do you? I am very glad. But do you know tliat wo 
ought to have returned long before this ? 1 see that it is three 
o’clock, and we have a long, long way to get back. And I for- 
got all alx)ut poor Natty Cramp. Tie was to have come to see 
me,««nd he is i)robahly there now; and only think of tlio time 
ho will have to wait ! ” * , 

Christmas had a vague idea of having heard her and Miss 
Lyle that morning talking of*Natt^ Cramp, and ho felt very 
angry with Natty, S,nd cordially wish?tl that he were in some 
other and distant part of the, would — say at Saucelito, within 
• sight of the Golden Gate. 

They were very pleasant, however, and full of talk as they 
came down the .path through the woods, and Miss Challonor 
talked with such openly avowed perplexity about her embarrass- 
ment on account of Natty Cramp that Christinas at last grew to 
havo only friendfy feeling for iioor Natty. When they reached 
the striWid a little embarrassment awaited them. They found 
Merlin gesticulating and galling to them. 

“ Nonc-quiok ! Slow — all right— halt ! ” 

The tide had fallen, and the boat could not get so far up on 
the shore but that a yard or two of clayey surf several inches 
^eep lay between the dry part of the strand and the little craft. 
Merlin’s gesticulations and his rapid preparations showed them 
that ho was trying to got the boat into some favourable position 
preliminary to doing something, Christmas did not know what. 

“ It’s nothing,” Miss Challonor said, composedly. “ Merlin 
will come out and carry mo in when he has got the boat all 
right.f It oftcK happens ; but I am sorry for you. Do you mind 
having your feet wet ? ” 

“Come with me,” Christmas suddenly said, the colour all 
rushing into his handsome boyish fiice. He lifted the girl off 
her foot, and bore her ^ his arms through the surf, stepped into 
the boat, and did not put her .down until he could place her 
securely in the stern. She looked a little surprised and amused, 
but was not all discomposed. 

“ Thank you,” she said. “ I did not mean to have given you 
the trouble ; but you^are very strong.” 

Christmas had never felt such^ tlirilling little moment before, 
and he was thankful for his strength. 
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"one writ with mb in sour misfortune’s book.” • 

• • 

Poor Natty Cramp had, iifdeed, a good long wait of it. Tho 
worst thing about his waitijig, oiyat all cvonls, one of tho worst 
things, was that he did mot precisely know’ in whiit capacity he 
was waiting. His mother, avIio accompanied him, was hi a 
manner free of the house, ana wc9it down among the servants at i 
once, and made herself quite happy. But Natty was left to wait 
ill tho library, and was shown in there evidently as a matter of 
favour to his mother, instead of being allo'W'cd to remain, ns he 
had modestly proposed to do, in tho hall. He found the long 
delay very trying. Ho might have felt happy*cnoiigh if ho had 
been an ordinary visitor ; but there was his mother going about 
among the servants, and he had already^ been presented to tho 
servants as " My son Natty — don’t you*remcmboii Natty ? ” All 
this was humbling. To bo called Natty by Miss Challouor had a 
certain delight about it, even though it reminded him of tho 
social gap between them ; but to be called Natty by the cook hacf 
no delight in it at all. 

So Natty walked up and down the library, and now and then 
took up a book and tried to read. He cauld not read, livery 
sound he heard seemed to him to announce tho coming of Miss 
Cballonor, and made him start with fear and hope. Thoro was 
a great deal of fear mingled Avith tho hope, poor ^atty 
trembled at the thought of being alone with her, and not knowing 
what to say to her, and stumbling over his words, and seeming 
uncouth and clownish. There in that library how many 
imaginary conversations did he not go over, in each of which he 
said fine things, brilliant thingg, Avitty •things ; in Avhich ho 
proved that he had a lofty, aspiring soul, and cxmvinced Miss 
Challoner that, despite low birth and iron fortune, he had in him 
the material that makes grcai men ! As time jvore on, however, 
and she did not come, the style of the imaginary dfalogue began 
to change, and he found himself giwing •rather sarcastic and 
proudly scornful, and saying bitter things, to let. the disdainful 
lady of rank know that Nathaniel Grump held himself not inferior 
to those on whom fortune, and not their oavu desert, had con- 
ferred the accidental boon^ social position. 

" This is no country for a man to live in,” Nathaniel at last 
exclaimed. " I’ll not be the slave of caste 1 The Old World is 
used up. For men of spirit and soul, the only home is the giant 
Republic of the West. She shall hear this Oh, I say I ” 
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His mother had interrupted him, coming softly into the room. 

“ Were you saying poetry. Natty dear? You must say one of 
your poems to Miss Challoner.” 

Perhaps she isn’t coming," Natty faintly said, with sinking 
heart, and all the proud resolves gone at the sound of her name. 

"•Oh, she’ll come, dear; for she said she would. She’s quite 
too much the lady fiot to c5me. Something has kept her unex- 
pected ; but she^ll be hero soon.” 

" Mother,” Nat exclaimed, bitterlf , " you don’t understand 
these people , « 

" What people, Nat ? ” ^ 

" People who boast of their fenk — ^people like her ! What do 
they care for us V ” • 

" My dear bo^ why do you talk in that sort of way ? Me not 
know my Miss Clialloncr? Why, God bless you, 1 know her 
since she was a child ! Of course she cares for us — that she does, 
believe me. We’/o not like her in rank, Nat, but were content — 
and she don’t mind, J)less you." 

" Contentment,” replied Nat, " is the virtue of a slave.” 

Gracious \ exclaime& his mother. 

“Of a slave,” repeated Nat; "and the days of slavery 
are ’* 

• He stopped in his eloquence, however, for a civil maiden 
appeared at the library door, and said Miss Challoncr had come 
in, and please would Mrs. Cramp and Mr. Natty walk upstairs. 

Natty’s face grew rad, and his hands became nervous ; and he 
followed his mother upstairs as unheroic a being, to all ap]3earance^ 
as ever hugged a chain. 

Mirs ChalWcr was in a little room, her own, which looked 
over the gardens and the trees. The Hall ended off at either side 
with a rounded'projection, which might, perhaps, bo described as 
a tower, and in one of these projections Miss dial loner had 
chosen her room. It looked, therefore, inside like a room in a 
castle or a turret, with its rounded form and its windows open- 
ing every way; and this peculiarity enhanced immensely in 
Nathaniel’s eyes the romantic effect of his presentation to the 
young lady in her home. The furniture was somewhat massive 
and heavy, nfewly made for Sir John Challoncr after the most 
approved medijeval ‘ fashion. The fireplace was low, broad, 
antique ; the curtains were dark ; the glass in the windows was 
of lattice panes. It seemed to Nat as if ho were introduced into 
a castle chamber at the bidding of the chatelaine. There was the 
chatelaine herself. She had been reojining in a great tall-backed 
arm-chair, with one of her feet on a footstool, and as she entered 
and rose to receive him, Nat could see the foot itself in a pretty 
shoe, with a high heel, and a great buckle and rosette of ribbon 
across its instep ; and then she stood up and rested inadvertently 
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one hand npon an ebony tabic, 'whereon it looked white enough 
to have belonged to the white-armed goddess herself of whom 
Nat had read in Pope’s translation. But at that moment Nat 
was not thinking of anytliing classic. Ilis soul was filled with 
the Middle Ages, and with castles, and with sweet peerless ladies, 
who smiled even on lowly squires from the sombre surroundings 
of feudalism. Miss Challoner stoocJwith such unconscious ease 
and dignity, and smiled upon Nat with such kindly dark eyes, 
that ho saw in her a very^chatekiino and Lady of ^le Land, anil 
a benignant patroness ;%nd when qfio held ■out the white hand to 
him, he felt as if ho ougl^ to have dropped on one kneo and 
nressed the liand to his li])S. • * • 

Mi.'-s Clialloncr’s friendly words, however, and much more the 
voice of his mother, in unconstrained though very respoclfiil 
fluency of talk with the chatelaine, recalled nira to modern life, 
•and he was able to take a chair and enter into conversation, and 
show himself, as his mother afterwards tdld him, quite the 
gentleman. ]\liss Challoner w^as fond of good })liot(^raphs of 
foreign buildings, and from picture galleries, and had many fine 
specimens to show lum ; and Nat’s mscursivo jcadiiig furnished 
him with somctliiiig to say about cacli of them, Slio had, also, 
a book tilled with photographic likenesses of living celebrities; 
and this proved a groat thing for Nat. Ho had soon^ nearly ftll 
the eminent Englishmen, and she had seen none of them. Ho had 
had orders again and again for tho Strangers’ Gallery of 
House of Commons, and he had attended all manner of public 
meetings in St. James’s Hall and Exeter Hall ; and ho had heard 
all the great preachers, and never, when he could hcl]> it, misseci 
a clianco of hearing Professor Huxley, and he lyicw Mr^Carlyk^ < 
and ]Mr. Browning by sight. Tlior(;foro Natty started off in ji 
description of each one of these great persfins, whom Miss 
Challoner only know by reading and by hearsay, lie told her 
whether each pljotograph was a good likeness or not, and if Jiot 
wherein it differed from tho jjriginal ;* and whelhcr or not it 
accurately conveyed tho expression of tho original, and how that 
expression varied when tho original was speaking, and so fortli. 
Nathaniel’s favourites wcuc the poets, the preachers, and tlie 
philosophers. But ho was especially eloquent find instructive 
about tho preachers and the philosophcrf^ He had beard them 
preach and lecture, whereas he had only seen and read the poets ; 

* and he generally contended mentally with the preachers, and 
strove to bo the faithful appreciative disciple of the philosophers. 
He had, therefore, a gix^t deal to say of both these classes of 
public instructors, and he grew quite warm and animated in his 
descriptions. 

Miss Challoner listened to him with a ^eat deal of genuine 
interest, and en'vied him his chances of seeing and hearing such 
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men in London. Mrs. Cramp afterwards declared that to see her 
there listening to Natty, quite interested and respectful-like, as 
if she was learning from him, was something she could never 
have believed. 

It was beyond measure delightful, inconceivable to Nathaniel. 
When in the course of his description his eyes suddenly looked 
into hers, and lie saw in the&e such kindly, genuine evidences of 
interest in wliat he was saying, a new *pago of life seemed to open 
for him. ITow many times after did ha recall the memory of that 
bright day ! Indeed it never .left him. Gurely My Lady Disdain 
or the Princess Dradroulboudour had^.made two youths very, very 
Jiappy tliat day ! If so, she ou^ht to have all the praise, for she 
meant nothing else. 

But Natty's m 9 thcr gave him hints that he must not take up 
Miss Challoncr's time any more, and Miss Challoncr herself 
thought perhaps that the visit had lasted long enough. So 
Natty rose in a sdrt of alarm and confusion, thinking ho had 
stayed ever so much too long and done something dreadful. 
And then Miss Challoncr felt impelled to say something to 
reassure him, and to show that she really felt an interest in him. 
So while they were standing up, she said — 

I don’t think I asked your mother what you arc doing now. 
Natty ? What is your occupation V I hope it is something that 
suits you, and not too much work.” 

** He don’t like his occuiiation, Miss Challoncr,” Mrs. Cramp 
hastened to explain, '‘JIo don’t like it at all, and lie wants to 
give it up.” 

" I have given it up,” Nathaniel said, in a firm and almost 
stern t«ne. " y never suited me. But it was not your fault, 
mother ; you meant it for tlic best.” 

“ What is it, Mrs. Cramp ? ” asked Miss Challoncr. 

" It’s the occupation of a hairdresser, please miss.” 

“ Of a hairdresser ? ” said the young lady. “ A hairdresser ! 
Oh, no. Natty, you arc quite rigjit. That certainly is not the 
kind of work Nature intended you for, I am quite sure.” 

“Thank you, Miss Challoncr,” said Natty, gravely — and ho 
threw a proud glance at his mother — ^“I thought you would 
say so.” 

“ It’s a very light bfisiness,” pleaded poor Mrs. Cramp ; “ and 
it’s very rcspectajble. And such good prospects— and a relation 
of my own, too. Natty would bo as good as certain of succeeding* 
to the business.” 

“ But Mrs. Cramp, Natty wouldn’t cgj?o for succeeding to such 
a business as that, or for succeeding in it. No man of spirit 
would— I wouldn’t, if I were a man.” 

" Oh, but you, miss — of course it’s different.” 

“ Still, Mrs. Cramp, your son is quite right. 1 like his sense 
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and spirit. Oh, no ; he must not be a hairdresser. It would bo 
absurd— a tall strong young man like that ; why, ho might as 
well be a milliner ! I am so sorry 1 did not know of this long 
ago ; " and tho young lady put on as grave and earnest a face as 
though she could have known of anything very long ago. 

^ Nathaniel hardly knew whether ho was any longer trqjjiding 
upon firm earth, so clated^had he become. • 

I don’t want to bo vain. Miss Challoner,” he proudly said ; 
" but I do think I am capable ot* something better than that.” 

“ Oh, yes ; I know foil are.” , • 

“ And pray, Miss Chall^er, don’t suppose it’s any feeling of 
shame — of false shame, that is— at my lowly station — that iinix 3 ls 
me. I hold that in wliatevcr station of life a ma'n may bo born, 
he may act a noble part in it.” 

** Indeed he may, Natty; you ialk very sensibly. TJio time 
has gone by, I hope, for stuff of that sort — I moan for stuff about 
station and caste, and all that.” • 

Natty’s eyes lighted, and ho stood more erect tluin l)efore. 
Why, what was this but an avowal from Miss Glialloner’s own 
lips that she shared his theories of man’s natural c<iuality? 
Which, indeed, she did — as theories, so far as she had thought 
about them. But now she only meant that the time had gone 
by for stuff about a man’s being kept down in the world and 
prevented from seeking his proper place by any supposed oppres- 
sion of caste and class and bloated aristocrats. For tho iiioinont,*^ 
however, more than all this, slio was thinking of wliat she could 
do for Natty. • 

“ I don’t know much about business, and occupations, and 
careers,” she said. “ I wish J did. But I dg know Jliat tho < 
dressing of liair cannot be thu natural and pro])or calling of a 
tall, strong young man, who lias iutelligcnce, artd elevcrncss, and 
ambition — I do knoAv that inucli. I will talk to papa tho 
moment he comes; he knows all about such tilings; and lie 
shall find something more littipg for ydu, Natty, lie will do it, 

I am sure, for me.” 

Mrs. Cramp was longing to explain that Nathaniel having 
served through all his long apprenticeship liad only now his 
career and its profits fairly opening upon him, and tliat ho could 
hardly afford to Iwgiu all ovor again. Blit she was borne down 
by tho resolve of Nathaniel and tlie warm encouragement ho met 
with from Miss Challoner. 

“ Meantime, I’ll speak to Miss Lyle too, I think, about this,” 
said Mario. “ She known a great deal about life, and slio would 
sympathise, I am sure, with your son’s desire to find some better 
occupation. Mr. Pembroke perhaps, too, ought to know some- 
thing of tho world ; he has been a great traveller for so young a 
man. Have you heard of him, Mrs. Cramp ? ” 
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“ No, miss.” 

*' Ho is in Durewoods, on a visit to Miss Lyle, now. Ho is the 
son of a very old friend of hers, who is dead. He must he about 
Natty’s age — a little older perhaps, and he is about Natty’s 
height. I like him very much. I have been witli him in the 
woo(^s to-day showing him all our beautiful spots, Mrs. Cramp, 
and that is the reason I wVis so late and kept you waiting so 
long.” 

“ Oh, please. Miss Challoncr/ don’t, name it,” the polite Mrs. 
Cramp interposed. , 

How Nathaniel Cramp wished slip had not named it ! How 
dark his horizon suddenly grew*! In the woods all day with a 
young man — a stranger ; a gentleman, no doubt, who would daro 
to despise any fellow man who could not boast of rank, and a 
stranger who had travelled all over the far lands wliich he, 
Nathaniel Cramp, so yearned to see ! For him poor Nat had 
been kept waiting &11 that time. Alas, what wonder 1 Ho was 
not a gentleman ; he had not travelled. 

“ I — 1 beg pardon. Miss Challoncr,” he said, “ I haven’t the 
pleasure of the p^^ntlcman’^ acquaintance.” 

No, Natty, 1 know that ; but 1 am sure ho would bo glad to 
make your acquaintance, and to tell you anything. But perhaps 
you would rather not !” 

“ I think. Miss Challoncr, I would rather not.” 

* “ You are very independent. Natty, I see. Well, I like you 

all the better for it ; only I thought that perhaps a young ujan 
about your own age, wlio had seen the world— and ho is not a 
tremendous person— a bloated aristocrat, and that sort of thing, 
as peopjp call it^don’t they ? Still, you don’t like it. Very well, 
but you don’t mind my speaking to papa.” 

” You are vcl’y kind. I’m sure,” Nathaniel began, and I 
can’t express my thanks, but then ” 

“Natty’s very much obliged. Miss Challoncr,” tho prudent 
and propitiating mothef hastened to interpose ; “ and I know 
he’ll bo only too proud of anything you can say of him to your 
papa. You may say he is a good young man, Miss Challoner, 
and has been a good son and a comfort to his mother. Your 
papa will be glad to hear that of him, I know.” 

“ Indeed he will, IMls. Cramp, and I could have believed it, 
even if you had, not told me. Well, Natty, perhaps you will 
leave it in my hftnds ! I will take good care of your spirit of 
independence, for I like it ; but you must let me speak to papa 
about you. I am quite determined ytjsi must not be a hair- 
dresser. Please let me have some share in helping you to find 
work more fit for you.” 

“ Oh, Miss Challoncr, Natty can’t be too thankful, he can’t say 
what ho feels.” 



« ONE ^BIT WITH ME;* ETC. 55 

" Who can, Mrs. Cramp ? One should be a great poet, I 
suppose. Natty, to say all that he felt ; perhaps even great poets 
can’t always do it. But you must both come and see me again 
before Natty returns to London.” 

So Miss Challoner talked on to stop all expressions of gratitude, 
and so she pleasantly bowed her visitors out, if bowing them 
out be not indeed an unreasonably#formal jnode of describing 
lier frank and friendly way of dealing with Nathaniel and liis 
mother. She was perfectly sincere and good-natured in every 
Avord she said to them, «ad was filled with a determination to do 
something which should put Natty in the way bf making his 
lortune. She was in great ^3irite, and was longing to do good to 
somebody, to help in making somebody happy, because she her- 
self had been so happy that day. There was much in Christmas 
Pembroke which impressed her sympatheticaHy, and her whole 
sensitive nature vibrated to sympathies. She had always yearned 
for some friend about her own age, and slia had now a vague, 
sweet hope that Christmas Pembroke might prove the long- 
looked-for friend and brother of her regard. For she leS usually 
a lonely life enough, this poor Lady ilisdain, as some of her ac- 
quaintances called her ; and she wanted some odb to think about, 
and now and then exchange ideas witln Therefore she was for 
the time very happy in thinking that she could serve Natjy 
Cramp, and that she would probably like Christmas Pembroke 
much, and could concert with Miss Lyle some way of serving, 
him too. ^ 

These two young men ought to have been very happy when 
so handsome and so clever a girl had set her heart on serving 
them. Christmas Pembroke, of course, did not know of her 
Icindly purpose. Sho could not offer to speak oMiim to Sir John 
Challoner, and find some occupation for him. .Yet some words 
which she had heard from him made it dear that he was not rich, 
tliat he had his way to make; and although his way would, of 
course, bo something much more lofty#and brilliant than poor 
Natty Cramp’s, yet she was ndt quite without a hope that she, 
too, might bo able to influence it. That, however, must be 
thought of carefully, and Miss Lyle must bo consulted But to 
Natty Cramp she could talk out, witli no coneealpaent,. about his 
prospects and what she hoped and resolved to do for him. 

Meanwhile, the object of all this kind purpose accompanied his 
mother silently os she left the Hall. Natty was fiot happy. Hven 
if he had not heard of the stranger with whom Marie spent the 
earlier part of the day, qijad of his travels, he still would have felt 
dispirited and broken *down. The very kindness of Miss 
Challoner’s manner, the warm frankness with which she talked 
of speaking to her father on his behalf, oppressed him. His 
position was made so clear ! How different things seemed when 
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they were looking over the photographs, and he told her of this 
or that great personage whom ho had seen, and she listened ; she 
really did listen. Since then the disillusion had been terrible. 
That was delicious poetry : this was dry, grim prose. 

“You ought to be very much obliged to her, Natty,” his 
mother said, as they came out on the road ; and there was a sort 
of remonstrance ii^ her tone, as if she would imply that he had 
not shown himself sufficiently obliged. 

“ ]\rother, I am obliged to h(jr.” ^ 

" Don’t you think she is a dear, darling girl ?” 

“ We do not know her,” Nathaniel answered, coldly. “ People 
^of our station cannot know hcr.^* • 

* “ Why, Natty, how you talk ! Nobody could knpw her better 

than I know her — bless her ! ” 

Put Natty remained silent, and his mother, wondering at his 
manner, could only sadly conjecture that his holiday was dull 
now down there, ajid that he was already longing to be back in 
London.^ 

That* night Nathaniel Cramp again wandered from his 
mother’s cottage, and trial to divert his thoughts by smoking 
a cigar on the iScr. The night was soft and warm, with faint 
promise of a later moon, and even still some tinge of light low 
down by the horizon where the sun had sunk. Natty lounged 
along the pier and listened to the waves, and looked up at the 
sky, where a star hero and there was shining, and ho chafed 
inwardly that there wa^ not a storm — a wild, driving mass of 
clouds scurrying across the sky before the wind, a scared and 
ghost-liko moon, and a wreck. Something Ossianic would have 
l)een in keeping with the temper of his soul, and with what 
sccmccrto be Ifis fate. Ho would have liked a wreck, and to 
stand there and sec a spar drifting on tho water, with a white 
arm clasping it, and a pale face i)resscd to its tossing side ; and 
then to have plunged into tho weaves and breasted and battled 
his way to tho aid of tke victim, just as her relaxed hands were 
loosing their hold ; Jind to have •saved Her or died with Tier — 
for, of course, it would and must be She I Or ho would have 
liked to die anyhow. Death comes in with delightful ease and 
welcome in the; dissatisfied dreams of robust youth. Nat would 
have liked that he hack perished ii\somo heroic effort to do some- 
thing in tho sea, and that his body had bcen^ashed ashore — and 
that she might hhar of his fate. Suddenly, however, he remem- 
bered his mother, and thought how sorry she would be and lonely, 
and ho made up his mind rather sadly that ho must scheme out 
liis dreamings so os to absent him frfim felicity awhile, and in 
this harsh world draw his breath in pain. Then he wished that 
ho could see a ghost ; that some dread messenger from another 
sphere would come to him, and by his presence make Nathaniel 
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Cramp a different being from ordinary men. If anything out of 
the common would only happen — anything, anything, so that 
life should not go on as it had dono before the eyes of the 
chiitelaine had rested kindly on him ! 

Ho was now at tho seaward end of the pier, communing, poor 
fellow, with his own absurd, fantastic thoughts, and becoming, 
in his egotistic extravagances, akin ivith all .the heroes and all 
the fools. Ho turned round, and was walking slowly inward, 
when he saw a spark of yght ip mid-air, just before him. It 
was nothing supernatuijgLl, however : only the light of a cigar. 
Presently a man came along, snoToking. Natt^ would have 
avoided his fellow-being jftst then, but on a long and very 
narrow pier, wlien one stands at tho seaward extremity, it is* 
not easy to avoid a new-comer. Natty stood still and looked at 
tho sea, in the hope that the proinenader wouW simply walk to 
tho entl, turn back, and go away. Hut tlio promenader with tho 
cigar stopped too and looked over the sea. There was a moment 
of silence. 

" Will tho fine weather hold ? ” tho newcomer asked, speaking 
right out, in a frank and social sort of way. 

'' I should think not,” Nat answered, slowdjr and gloomily ; 
'' I should say, certainly not ! a storm is coining. There will be 
wrecks ! ” 

" Do you think so ? I shouldn’t have thought that. Do you 
learn that from tho red light on tho horizon? ” 

“ There is,” Nat solemnly said, "a lurid light on tho 
horizon ! ” 

lie was thinking of his horizon. 

“ And you think that threatens a storm ? In this latitude 
and ill such weather I should never have suiiposed thaft. But 
I dare say you know this place ? ” 

“ I know it,” said Natty, “ too well." 

Tho new-comer— it was only Christmas Pembroke— looked at 
him with a little surprise. • 

“ It’s a beautiful place,” Christmas said. “ I don’t think I 
ever saw a more charming place. I think a man might be very 
happy here.” 

‘"Happy? Here? Is 5ny one happy janywlj,ere? What is 
it to be hapi^y?” • 

” I have been very happy hern,” Christmas said, with a pang 
going through him as he tliought how soon hit should have to 
leave tho place ; " but I don’t live here. You do, I suppose ? ” 

“No! I don’t live here. I don’t live ” “Anywhere,” 

Nathaniel was going to atld, but he checked himself, and merely 
added, “ I don’t live here now.” 

“Will you have a cigar?” Christmas asked, presenting his 
case. 
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“ Thanks. Much obliged. You’re very kind, I'm sure. I've 
smoked my last," and he laid a melancholy emphasis on tho 
word “ last." 

“ You can light it by mine. I haven't any matches left.” 

Their heads approached each other, and their faces were for 
the moment illumined by a little throbbing circle of fire. Natty 
saw a young an^ handsome face with a moustache, which 
moustache he owned, witJi a thrill of pain, was much better than 
his own. The little aureole of ^re in which both their faces were 
circled for a moment, like tho faces oS the wan pair in Love's 
aureole, whom Mr. Dante Kossotti tells of. Hashed now a sort of 
revelation or. Natty's soul. 

“ I — ^I beg your pardon,” ho suddenly said, drawing back, 
and stammering witli excitement; *'but did you say that you 
were a stranger here ? " 

“ Certainly — ^yes. So I am.” 

“ You came dqwn, perhaps, yesterday from London ? ” 

" I did. To be sure, I remember now. Didn't I see you in 
the traih ? ” 

“ It doesn't matter,” Nat exclaimed. “ Enough that I saw 
you I Perhaps^you are staying at Miss Lyle's ? ” 

I am staying there,” said tho amazed Christmas. “ Why 
^lo you ask ? Have you any objection ? ” 

" Take back your cigar — ^I want none of it 1 Take back your 
cigar ! ” 

“My good fellow,” said Christmas, coolly, “people don't 
usually take back lighted cigars which other people have begun 
to smoko.” 

“ Then let it perish ! ” Nathaniel exclaimed, and he flung the 
cigar Wildly o«t to sea, and stared with excited eyes. 

“Let it pciy’sh by all moans; but tho next time anybody 
offers you a good cigar let me advise you to make up your mind 
lirst whether you mean to smoke it and be civil before you take 
it in your hand. Nov: may I ask who you arc ? No, though. 
I don't want to know. You afe the rudest and most uncivil 
person I have ever mej. But I suppose you have been 
drinking.” 

“Drinkinff!” Nathaniel cried." “Drinking! It's false! 
You insult mo ! It's a lie ! ” ^ 

Christmas made an angry movement, but ho checked himself 
in a moment, Itefl^cting that he had to do with some absurd 
country bumpkin who was probably half tipsy. 

“ You are a remarkably odd and eccentric sort of young 
man,” Christmas said quietly ; “ and*l should strongly recom- 
mend you to go home at once. There are no police here, I 
suppose, or you would run some risk of being locked up.” 

Christmas turned and was about to walk away, when the 
excited Natty interposed — 
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“No you don’t ! You don’t get off in that sort of way, without 
apologising to ino for the words you have used. Apologise! 
apologise ! or you don’t leave this spot ! ” 

lie seized Christmas by the breast of the coat. The young 
man not knowing now whether ho had to do with a gomiiiio 
manaic, flung him roughly off with a push — a very strong and 
sudden push, tliough certainly not a blow. Gliristmas was far 
stronger than Natty, and Natty staggered back, slipped, recovered 
•his footing, plunged again awkwardly, and at last, to Christmas’s 
litter consternation, tiimWed backwards off the ijjer into the 
water. A wild cry came frqpi Natty as he disappeared into 
the dark and heaving sea. ClAistmas sprang to the edge. 
Happily the tide was full, and the fall was not much. In a 
moment Clivistmas saw a wild, pale, affrighted face with its eyes 
starting aiipcar above the water some yards Away; and that 
moment ho flung liimself into the sea. 

Christmas had learned swimming in seas wliero pco])lo grow 
as familiar with the water as with the land, and he sa)v at a 
glance that the owner of the affrighted face could not swim 
a stroke. He liad taken in, too, at a gliftice, the wjiole situation. 
There must be a very strong current seaward to have carried 
Natty so far from the pier in an instant, but, on the otlior hand, 
there was a groat iron ring attached to the piei’, and once get to . 
that and all difficulty would bo over. Let the sinking man 
blunder his worst, and clutch and cling his awkwardest, 
Christmas thought ho could manage tha^, as he daslied into 
the water. 

It seemed remarkably cold, oven for night, in summer, and 
Christinas for a moment felt himself lx)rne vehemently outwards, 
and could see nothing. One confused second, jtiid ho found 
himself eii tangled in Nathaniel Cramp’s bewildering legs and 
arms. 

“ Don’t cling about mo too much,” Christmas roared, “ and 
I’ll got you in ! Don’t drown us both ! ” • 

Nathaniel had full consciousness, and tried hard to be heroic. 
Thero was not indeed one atom of the coward about liim, but 
Alexander the Groat, if ho w^ro in the sea and could not swim, 
would have found it hard to keep from clutchjng anybody who 
came to save him. Natty iiosiUvcly did ivy. Ho niado almost 
superhuman efforts of will that he Tnight not grapple round his 
rescuer. That was a moment never to bo forgotten — the dark- 
ness, the noise of the waves, the water dashing over his head, 
the helpless feet plunging; wildly for a foothold, the agonising 
effort not to clutch at the rescuer, and the seemingly endless 
endurance of the trial. Christmas seized Natty by the neck 
with one hand, and then with one or two desperate exhausting 
efforts dashed at the ring, missed it, and both went down; came 
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lip again, still holding liis prey, saw the ring once more, ap- 
parently dancing up and down before him, and clutched it firmly 
this time. 

All right now,” he said, cheerily ; “ we’re safe enough. See 
if you can’t scramble up my shoulder and get on the ])icr.” lie 
was beginning to form a better opinion of his companion’s sanity 
from the manner in which the latter had behaved himself in the 
water. 

Natty scrambled up pluckily axd easily enough, and then, 
kneeling on tJie pier, licit! down a haifd for Christmas. 

“ Take my hand; do take my hand ! ” he exclaimed. 

" If I pull you over ? ” 

“ Give me your hand,” Nat screamed. 

Christmas caught his hand, and for a moment they very 
nearly did go dfver. But Nat stuck fast, and in another second 
they were both on the pier dripping and puffing side by side. 

‘'Will you ever forgive me?” Nat pleaded, heedless of his 
river-god condition. “ Can you over forgive me ? I beg your 
pardon again and again. I was a savage and a beast. 1 don't 
know what took hold of trie.” 

" I'm glad I was able to take hold of you,” said Christmas. 
"Never mind about the rest,” and he began to laugh. 

" But I didn’t mean what I said. I didn't indeed. Something 

put me out, and I thought I don’t know ^vhat 1 thought. 

JDo forgive me.” , 

" No matter now,’’ said Christmas. " We must get away from 
this ; then we can talk.” 

"But you do accept my apology? lam not like that 

I want to bo^likc — like a gentleman. Will you shako hands? 
Do!'* 

" To bo sure I will,” said Christmas, holding out his dripping 
hand. “ Fellows who have clasped hands as wo did just now 
ought to be good friends. But, I say, you know this place ; can’t 
wo go somewhero and' get or ’ selves dried ? Is there any sort of 
inn or public-house ? I can’t walk homo to ]\Iiss Lyle's in this 
state.” 

" Como to my mother's,” said Nat, eagerly, dcliglited to bo of 
any service. .. " It's quite near, and we'll have the place all to our- 
selves. She’ll be in bod, and there's a lire.” 

" Come along,” Christmas said, right joyously ; and they ran 
along at full s^ed. 

The high powers had heard Natty's prayer in part. He had 
been in the waves, but ho had not ivescucd anybody. His body 
had been brought ashore, but not dead; only wet. Ho had had 
an adventure, but it was not romantic or heroic. 
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Christmas and Nat ]iad a brisk run to tho widow Cramp's, stamp- 
ing the water out of their*clothes as they ran, and^langhing a 
good deal. The wJiole advqpture gave Christmas* downright 
pleasure, for his mind was beginnfng to be j)orploxed and i‘s- 
turbod by doubts and pains hitherto unknown to him, and ho 
found it a relief to be torn for the moment away from himself — 
from brooding, into any kind of action. Tho accident had done 
Nat a world of good; it had brought him to his senses— at least 
for tlie hour. • 

A fire was still burning in IMrs. Cramp’s house. Tho flights 
usually turned rather cold in Dure woods until the -summer had 
advanced farther on its way. The glow was very^ welcome now 
to our dripping youths. Nat brought down all tho clothes ho had 
and all tho towels, and the pair scrubbed themselves dry, and 
then Christmas i)ut on some of Nat’s ordinary clothes, while , 
Nathaniel himself mounted, for lack of any other, tho proud 
Volunteer uniform. TJien Nat discovered a bottle of brandy, and 
they liad each a glass to kceji off cold, ^nd they found that 
Christmas’s cigar case laid kept its contents dry through all tho 
fight with the waves and tho current, and they sat one at each 
sido of tho fire and sjiioked, and were very cheery. 

“ Dettcr not talk about tin’s thing,” said Pcmbrt)ko ; “flcoplo 
would only laugh at us.” 

“It ought to be told,” Nat answered conscientiously, “how 
you showed such courage, and saved my life — and 1 didn’t 
deserve it of you.” • 

“ Of course any fellow who could swim was bound to do that; 

I don’t care to have that told ; we shall only look foolish.” 

“ But I behaved so badly, ’i Nat ruefully went on ; “I was so 
rude, all about nothing. The trutli is this, and ycyi may laugh 
at me if you like — I hate my occupation, mid my mother was a 
servant once, and I keep thinking everybody is looking down on 
me, and I heard of you knowung Miss Lyle, a^hd — and— Miss 
Challonor and that — and I took it into my stupid head that you 
must look down on me toa; and so I made a fool of myself.” 

“ My good friend,” Christmas said coolly, I have only just 
come to England after living nearly all my life in places where 
people know as much about the distinctions of English society 
as they do of what is going on in the moon. Let me tell you 
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that tho world doesn’t concern itself half as much as you think 
about what people say and do in London.” 

“ But we are in London now — I mean we arc in England — 
and that malccs all tho difference, you know,” Nat said with sad 
conviction. 

It docs make a difference,” Christmas owned, with a con- 
sciousness that only that'very day he had been iliinking of the 
possible barricade that might arise* between Sir John Challoiicr’s 
daughter and himself when they were all in London. “ It makes 
a confoundqfl difference, and I sometimes wish I were back in 
San Francisco or in Japan.” ^ 

“ Then yon won’t blame a fellow too much if ho sometimes 
loses his temper thinking of these tilings,” Nat said. “ Bemember 
that I’m ever so much worse off than yon. Yon arc a gentleman, 
anyhow — 1 am hot.” 

“Tlien wliy don’t you go where people think less ot these 
ridionlons distinctions ? Why do you stay in a place like this? ” 

“ Where can one go ? ” 

Go ? Anywhere. Go to Japan— go to America and get out 
West. What^o they ca‘ro for gentlemen out there? ” 

“ I have thought of it,” Nat said, nibbing up liis liair with 
liis hands. " I liave dreamed of it many a night. But I have 
hoped for a time hero when manhood would assert its proper 
place — I have even dreamed of hcljiing in tho coming of such 
a lime ; I do try to liclp it all I can.” 

“ A man must ha’\fc some fair amount of sclf-conecit, mustn’t 
lie, to believe that he can do much towards tho bringing on of the 
good time coming? Take my advice, and don’t wait for that; it 
will ^ome without your help or mine if it is to come,” Christmas 
said rather sdntcntioiisly, for ho began to think his companion’s 
ideas of liimsdf a litllo absurd. 

“I have great faith in the future, ” Nat declared with a 
vehement effort to pump up again his old enthusiasm. 

“ So have I— so much faith, that I don’t think it needs any 
guidance from me. Anyhow I must go now — I only hope I 
shan’t find tho house locked up.” 

Shall I walk with you and sliQtw you tho way ? Then if the 
house is locked up you can come back liero, you know,” 

“ Oh, no, thank you. I mustn’t bring you out of your home 
so late. I know the way quite well.” 

Nat came 6ut with him to the door, and they crossed the 
threshold together. Tlio moon had just begun to show itself 
above tho trees amid which tho was standing. Both the 
young men looked in the same direction— perhaps at the moon, 
perhaps at the trees that were now so dark in their outlines 
beneath it on tho hill. 

“ You don’t feel that sort of thing?” Nathaniel said suddenly. 
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" What sort of thing ? ” 

That discontent with life and classes and wealth, and all 
that? You don’t ever sit and think of a better time when 
equality and humanity shall prevail V " 

" I have been loo busy,” Christmas said, " and too much out 
of the world — I mean out of your world here — and I haven’t had 
time.” • . 

“How happy you must ‘have been out there! You have 
come back to a country wl*erc everything is sacrificed to caste 
and the ascendency of rank ; where the aristocrat is everything 
and the man is nothing.” ^ 

This was a rather favourite ^riod of Nat’s, and ho waxed 
sonorous in the delight of rolling it out io new oars. 

“ Eathor odd,” Christmas said ; “ you aro tlie second person 
with whom I have exchanged a word on the condition of England 
since I came to this country; and the first man said exactly 
the opposite of all you aro saying now. He insisted that England 
was given over to Radicalism and Red Republicanism, equality, 
socialism, the rights of man, and I don’t well know what else, 
and that there wore no such things as gentlemen in the country 
now.” 

But I suppose ho was an aristocrat himself? ” 

“ He seemed to think ho was or ought to bo ; I don’t know.” , 
“ There it is, you see ; ho growls because humanity dares to 
approach too near to the bars of his privilege! If he felt tho 
realities as wo do ! If h.o know what caf^e still is hero ! ” and 
Nat gazed wildly in tho direction of tho moon or tlie Hall — it 
might have been either. “ But it’s no matter. Tho thing must 
end some time. There is a world elsewhere.” 

“ You seem to me to bo cut out for an orator,” ^id ChriBtmas, 
smiling. • 

“I have sometimes tried to speak — but it’s no matter. No 
more of that. I detain you. Goovl-nigbt.” 

Christmas bade his now friend a hasty good night and hurried 
away. lie did not want Nat Cramp to accompany him. He 
wanted to walk alone in tho moonlight up that road under the 
trees, and ho meant to pass Jliss Lyle’s gate, late though it was, 
and go on TTiitil ho should reach the gate of the grounds, amid 
which tho Hall stood. What to do there ? Nothing, except to pace 
up and down slowly.beforc the gate a few times, and look in and 
SCO some trees and shrubs. In one sense bo was farther from the 
Hall there than if ho had been at Nat Cramp’s door, for now ho 
could not even see the roofi^r any part of tlie Hall. But he could 
see tho trees which perhaps now she saw, and he was nearer to 
her by a few hundred yards than before — and what need ‘to ex- 
plain more fully how Christmas delighted and teased himself 
with the absurdities which have teased and delighted all genera- 
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tions of men ? One sensation had lingered with liim all the day, 
pervading and suffusing all his other emotions like a perfume : 
the thought that ho had carried her for a moment in his arms. 

He wanted to be alone, too, that he might think over some- 
thing Nat Cramp had said. “ You,” that is, Christmas, " are a 
gentleman, anyhow.” This was exactly what now tormented the 
m2id of our ingSgku, Am I, he asked himself, what people here 
would call a gentleman ? lie was fiot without a full conviction 
that in the better sense of the word Jiis father’s son was a true 
gentleman, or ought to be. His fathcB-had always seemed to him 
the very type and picture of a dignified, self-reliant gentleman, 
, with liigh culture and refined Castes ; and Miss Lyle had called 
him the finest gentleman she ever saw. Christmas know well 
enough, from his reading of English journals and books, that the 
education his fatSicr had given him was much broader and better 
than that which young English gentlemen usually receive. 
Christmas knew several languages and their best literature, and 
ho had Jiad a good scientific education too. lie knew something 
of music ; he knew a good deal about trade and commerce, and 
had ideas on steam and machinery and navigation. lie was 
perhaps a little vain of having seen so much more of the round 
world than most young men of his age. Therefore he was by no 
jncans w^anting in modest good opinion of liimself. But would 
all this do much for him in English society if ho had not birth 
and position ? Would he, in short, bo received on equal terms 
among the London people whom Sir John Challoner know V Tie 
had been very philoseijliicaTabout distinctions of class jvhere Nfit 
Cramp was concerned ; but his philosophy could do little to fence 
his own breast against doubt and vexation. 

Of%.ll this he had never thought in Japan, or even in London 
when he first came there. Ho had looked upon London as the. 
playground of his first great holiday ; and he had loved it and 
his free life and his chambers and the goddess on his painted 
ceiling. He envied n«t a king : he was the equal of any man. 
Only a few hours have passea away and a girl has smiled a 
kindly smile upon him ; and already what a craven he is becom- 
ing, and how he vexes himself about his position, and his lack of 
position, and jvhat people will think of him, and all the rest of 
it ! Is this the first flower of thaj; passion of love which is, or is 
supposed to bo, all ennobling ; and does Love in this case begin^ 
by threatening to turn a brave young man into a snob ? Alas f 
it is to be owned that the birth even of love takes place amid 
some ignoble associations, and is nc^t, an event all poetic and 
sublime. 

This sort of feeling, however, was only Christmas’s nightly 
tormentor as yet. Every night it came out of its cave within his 
breast, like the hag out of the chest in the room of the merchant 



THE. SPARTAN BOY: 


G5 


Abudah, in the " Tales of the Genii," which people once used to 
read, and vexed and tormented him. As yet it scarcely ventured 
to brave the light of day and the voices of bright companionshij). 
For if earth ever held a liappy youth, that fortunate boy was 
Christmas Pembroke during the few enchanted days that followed 
his arrival in Durewoods. 

This was the progi’amme of his oewpationg. After breal^&t 
ho walked or drove or went in the boat with Miss Cballoher. 
After luncheon ho walked qjc drove or went in the boat with Miss 
Challoner. Late in the evening Miss Challoner sat in the balcony 
with Miss Lyle, and he stood behind them. He then accompanied 
Miss Challoner to her gate, ifnd perhaps even to the door of her, 
house ; for although sometimes her manservant and maidservant 
ogothcr came to escort her, and the latter was never absent, and 
^^ho roads about Durewoods on a summer’s night were as safe as 
4he corridors in Miss Challoner *s own house, yet Christmas could 
not think of allowing the young lady to bravo ihe dangers of tlio 
outer world without his protecting arm to ensure her safety. 
Added to all these occasions of happy meeting. Miss Cnallonor 
more than once came arid dined with Miss Lyle. 

Miss Lyle looked on at all this with eyes of half-melancholy 
amusement, blended with a certain distrust. But she saw nothing 
better for her to do than to let things take their course. Sho 
know that Mario Challoner was not a coquette in any sense of tho 
word, and she did not believe tho girl had any sort of inflam- 
mable matter in her heart. Marie had a fi^c, friendly^ half-boyish 
sort of nature which at least for the present seemed to turn with 
impatience and even contempt from sentimentalisms and love- 
making. It was Miss Lylo who, observing the scornful way in 
which tho girl was accustomed from her very chiWhood fb drop 
the acquaintances she had suddenly taken up if they proved un- 
interesting, and her indifference to flirtations and sentiment, had 
called her Dear Lady Disdain after Shakespeare’s Beatrice. 
Some time, Miss Lyle thought, she will really bo touched to tho 
heart, and then her lovo will perhaps be profound and passionate, 
but the time is not yet. It was clear that Christmas Pembroke 
had not touched her, and Miss Lyle thought that since they had 
come together somewhat against her inclination, tl)p safest courso 
she could take was to let thep meet freely as friends without 
even a hint of danger. In any case the danger would only bo to 
toor Christmas’s heart: and he— well, he must Only get over it. 
He is very young, she thought, and ho will have time and chance 
enough to recover and to form now impressions ; and men survive 
deeper woimds — and womfin too, she thought. 

Meanwhile, Sir John Challoner, who had always kept his 
daughter secluded away at Durewoods in order that she might 
not come upon London until he had settled all the conditions 
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under 'which she could best make an impression and had the 
people in his mind whom she was to impress, heard without any 
alarm of her acquaintance with young Pembroke. Marie wroto 
to him a long letter every morning, and as every letter contained 
a great deal about Mr. Pembroke and his goodness and his 
cleverness and so forth, Sir John was easy in his mind. Had she 
motioned him once and then not again perhaps her father might 
ha'fe been a little uneasy, but the free and frequent descriptions 
of the now acquaintance set his mmd at rest. Perhaps if ho 
could have seen his daughter seated on the grass while this 
handsorae young man reclined near her and looked into her eyes 
when they were not turned oai his and looked away when they 
were, ho might not have been quite so tranquil. Perhaps if h 
had seen the expression of deep interest with which she list^nc 
while Christmas-warmed into eloquence about his future caree 
and the great things ho hoped to do under the impulse of a' 
inspiration which ho did not venture to define — perhaps Sir John 
might have seen good cause to hasten his coming to Durewoods. 
Yet there would have been no need so far as any interests of his 
Yv'cre concerned. Mario Challoncr’s bosom rose and fell with 
regular and trdnquil respiration, her pulse temperately beat time 
and made healthful music. 

, But poor Christmas! Never in life was youth more pro- 
foundly and passionately in love. Ho was so happy now and had 
such free access to her society that he did not yet know all the 
depth of his wound. ^Ho will feel it soon : ho will know that ho 
lias it in his heart. Now his new happiness keeps his pulses 
stirring and life is all ecstasy — in the day. When lie walks out 
late of nights to smoko a cigar as ho did on the night when ho 
literacy fell ii? with Nat Cramp—for Miss Lyle allows of no cigars 
in her little cottage — he is stricken by a terrible foreboding of 
the blank sort of life he is to lead when ho goes back to London 
and has the painted goddess on the ceiling— the ceiling ho was 
proud of the other day — for hia only present divinity ! A sicken- 
ing sensation passes through him as ho asks himself what possi- 
bility there is for him but disappointment. Our young hero is 
not merely a young fool. He know the strength of his own feel- 
ings just as he know what weight ho could lift or what distance 
he could walk. Ho know that lys present emotion had nothing 
to do with the light and passing sentiment which a raw young 
man mistakes ft>r first love. 

Miss Lyle was wholly mistaken when she rested her hopes 
for his safety upon Marie Cliall oner's untouched heart. He would 
have had a hundred times more chan6e of escape in the beginning 
if the girl had been a little in love with him or had been flirting 
with him. She would have been timid, embarrassed, reticent in 
the first instance, unreal in the second. But now she gave to 
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Slim in tlieir conversation ■with entire unrestraint all tlio full 
frcsliDoss of her intelligence, her broad liberal nature, her 
emotional sincerity. A girl in love cannot help, consciously or 
otherwise, deceiving her lover. Her timidity compels her to 
half-concealment, or her longing to please him loads her to assume 
what she has not. Llarie Challoncr had no such need or way. 
Ohristmas saw her intellect and her nature exactly as tliey were. 
And even had ho not loved her, ho must have admired her, and 
must have felt sure that siich a woman could give him the life 
companionship which hiswiaturo would have sought. There are 
first-love natures, if one maj use such a phrase— natures that 
never take fire until the one, dh Eino, comes with tlio torch. ‘ 
'Clicso are rare natures anyhow — and when tliey are found, are 
foiiiid more often, perhaps, in men than in wonien; but they do 
exist, and arc very practical realities. Such a nature will move 
on for twenty years from ilio supposed first-love season, and 
never glow under any influence until tho right one, die Eine, 
comes, and never glow at all if she does not come. Ihitdet her 
show herself when ho is at the first threshold of youth, and tho 
inextinguishable fire lights up that moment. There is a story of 
a beautiful alabaster lamp which would allow no candle to burn 
williin it, and tho king and the queen and all tho princesses, 
sages, courtiers, magicians, priests, and what not, came to try * 
wdiat could bo done, and they could do nothing ; and so tlio 
beautiful lamp was given up as a bad job in lampmaking and lay 
neglected on the table, until one day astraigor girl, there for the 
first lime, took it up and breathed lightly by chance on it; and 
suddenly its taper burned, and could never after bo put out. 
Houhtlcss had she come that way the very first day jt wouldjiavo 
answered to her iusiiiration just as well. 

Tor the iircscnt, however, Christmas Pembroke is happy — in 
tho day. Sometimes in their walks they — lie and she — come upon 
Nathaniel Cramp, glooming about in lonely places ; and Mario 
is always friendly and sweet to him, and Nat’s face brightens. 
Nat and his inother have lieen up* to tho Hall once again to sec 
' Marie, and Marie has taken good care to bo punctual this time, 
‘.and not to keep them waiting for her. Also Nat has been invited 
;by Miss Lyle to tea, and Mario is there— and Christmas of course 
I — and Nathaniel has at first co^iportcd hiAself with a proud 
^limnility rather odd and absurd to see, but ho has Jthawed under 
jfriendly influences, and been happy ; and Christmas and he went 
^hat night in companionship to smoko their cigars, and Nat can- 
toot help liking Christmas ji^d thinking him a nice unaiffccted 
follow — and Nat is very miserable. 

I One memorable morning — memorable at least to Christmas— 
lliss Challoncr brought a piece of nows which everybody ought 
go have expected. 
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“ Papa is coming to-night, at last. Miss Lylo ; and bringing 
all manner of xjcopl® with him. I am so delighted, and disap- 
pointed. I wish he had come alone.” 

" Do you expect him to settle down quietly in the country 
with no companionship but yours, my dear?” Miss Lylo asked. 

^ “ I do expect it sometimes ; but I suppose it is an idlo 
thought. I could alwa}^ bo so happy with him. We have 
always been such friends. Miss Lylo, lie find I. Wo can talk of 
everything ; and ho suits me so well because ho allows such 
splendid liberty of opinion, and neve» wants people to think in 
grooves.” • 

“ You will have to think ill grooves when you go to London, 
Marie.” 

“Then I sj^all exhibit my ideas performing in’ grooves for 
the outer world, and relieve my mind when I am alone with 
papa. I don’t know that I am delighted at the prospect of a 
London season,* but I suppose I shall got used to it. I do know 
that I shall always bo glad when the time comes round for 
returning to Durewoods — and to you, Miss Lylo.” 

“ Peoiilo always say that sort of thing — girls, I moan,” said 
Miss Lylo. “ The day you arc leaving for London, Marie, find 
your favourite spot in Durewoods, and look long at it, and take 
a tender farewell of it. You will never see it again ! ” 

“Never see it again — my Durewoods? Miss Lylo, do you 
sit there so calmly and smile so blandly at mo and prophesy my 
death before I even «onio of age?” 

“ No, dear, not so. What I moan is that the same girl who 
now looks at Durewoods will never look at it again. That’s all. 
DuUyou ha^e to dree your weird, you know, like all the other 
young women.” 

Mario mffdo no answer, and there was silence for a moment. 
Then Miss Lylo, looking up, saw to her surprise that there were 
tears in Marie’s dark eyes, and that she was trying to conceal 
them. This was a ^ensitivepess for which Miss Lylo had not 
given her credit. 

“ My Durewoods ! ” Mario murmured in a low tone as if to 
herself. They were now in the .balcony, and her eyes seemed 
to absorb the scone with the eager, craving gaze of an affection 
which is about to fose the loved object. 

At that jnoment Christmas Pembroke entered, and inter- 
rupted the conversation. Miss Challoner and he were going out 
together. In that irregular little colony Miss Challoner might 
bo said to call for her cavalier ef mornings instead of being 
waited on by him ; the reason was that as Miss Lyle hardly ever 
wont out it had long been Mario’s habit to call in upon her any 
morning at any hour— and the visit of Christmas Pembroke 
made no change in their ways. 
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Christmas heard the news of Sir John Ohalloner’s coming, 
nnd he felt that his time of abiding in a terrestrial paradise was 
gone. He looked from the balcony over the scene, and the sky 
seemed somehow to grow dark. 

'' I think we are going to have rain,” he said. 

" Oh, no ; the sky looks bright and beautiful,” Marie remon- 
strated, still mentally hugging her DuMWOods. , ^ 

“Does it?” Ho looked moodily down. Miss Lyle looked 
keenly at him, and believed ghe read him like a book. 

“ Who are coming witlj your papa, Mario ? ” 

“ Captain Cameron — you remember him. Miss Lyfe — and Mrs. 
♦Seagraves, his sister, and one (Jt tv» other persons too tedious to 
mention.” 

“ Anybody in particular ? ” 

“ No ; I think not. Some people whose names T don’t know.” 

“ Names of men, dear, or names of women ? ” 

“ Of both, Miss Lyle. I liardly noticed who they wore. I 
shall have enough of them soon.” 

** Very likely. Now don’t lose this bright morning. I don’t 
want Mr. Christmas hero, to miss any chance of stamping Dure- 
woods on his memory.” 

Thus admonished they went forth, and found the faithful 
Merlin waiting in his boat for them. Christmas was moody and 
sententious for some time. 

“ Will you come to the hollow in the wood, where we went 
that first day ? ” he said, abruptly. , 

“ If you wish. I am always glad to go there.” 

Merlin mode for the shore, and admonished them as they 
were getting out with his favourite caution, "None quick,” 
which was his way of advising people to go nolf quicklj but 
slowly. 

“ Short — none long ! ” he added. ” High tide, la Umonadt ! ” 
and he gesticulated dramatically to signity that the water would 
soon be high and billowy. • 

Christmas thought of the happy chance which on that first 
day enabled and emboldened him to bear Miss Challoner in his 
arms through the surf. This day he did not believe ho should 
Jiave the courage even if need were. 

They entered the wood an^ began the ascent, ho rather 
silent, she doing her best to keep up a conversation, but now 
and then glancing in wonder at him. They reached the little 
hollow. 

" I am tired,” said she, and sat on a great moss-covered stone. 

“ Of the walk ? ” ho ask^ gloomily. 

” Of the walk up-hiil. And perhaps of the day altogether. 
You are not a good companion, to-day, Mr. Pembroke. Why is 
that ? ” 
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“ I am sorry I cannot amuse yon better,” he began. 

“ So am I. Why are you so strange ? ” 

'* I ought to leave this place,” he said, not looking at her. 

“ I am passing my days hcfe in idleness. I ought to have been 
in London long before this doing something.” 

" You ought not to stay too long here,” she said, that is 
cc?tain. This place is no* for you— I mean for any young man 
of spirit and energy. But I supiX)S6 Miss Jjyle would have been 
disappointed if you had gone any ijponcr. And you have not 
been here much more than a week, afttr all.” 

“ I shall go to-morrow — early i^ the morning.” 

, “ Oh ! please don’t do thaA, or I shall be so disappointed. 

You will not ? IMiss Lyle won’t let you if I ask her.” 

“ Why slioiild you ask licr ? ” 

“ Because I IV'ant you to know papa, and him to know you, 
and you both to like each other. I liave set my heart on that.” 

“ You are very kind,” murmured poor Christmas sullenly, 
and wgndcring how ho could be sullen with such friendly dark 
eyes looking earnestly at him. 

" You don’t seem glad that papa is coming. Why is that ? 
I thought you would have been glad.” 

”It is because I am selfish,” Clirisimas said, with gallant 
•self-conquest, ‘'because when Sir John Ohalloncr comes, and his 
friends, I shall not see so much of you.” 

” Why not, if you wish? Pajia will bo glad to seo you every 
hour of the day if yog like. lie likes everybody whom I like — 
not a great demand upon his good nature, lor I don’t like many 
people.” 

Oliristmas was softening. 

” liut wo ^an’t Avalk together, and como to tliis place this 
way,” he said. • " There will Ik) always people. Your timo will 
be always taken up. And then I must go to liondon. And 
then this is the first holiday I have ever had, Miss Challoncrr 
and it is nearly over.*’ 

“ Yes,” she said gravely, ‘^it is nearly over for both of us ; 
hut wo could not be always making holiday. I envy you, who 
aro going to London to do someyiing. I am going to London 
soon, and Migs Lyle has been filling mo this morning with tho 
saddest forebodings.* She speal^ as if I were to bo transformed 
into a different creature tho moment I go to Loudon, and wero 
never to care for this place any more.” 

"I suppose it must be so,” Christmas said, gloomily, and in 
tho tone of one on whom a long cxp^iencc of London life had 
wrought a stern conviction. 

“ You are as melancholy a prophet as she ! I defy augury. 
No power on earth can change me to this dear place.” 

” I am afraid I was not thinking of Burowoods.” Ho spoko 
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with his eyes turned away, and ho kept harpooning at the 
mosses of the rock with Marie’s parasol, which ho was can-ying 
for her. 

“ Of what, then, were you thinking ? and what is it that 
must bo ? ” 

I was thinking that when you go to London your time will 
all bo occupied ; and you will have #o many friends ; and ybu 
will forget me.” 

** Why should I forget you ? I have often told you that I 
don’t care about people i|j general; and I thought we had sworn 
an eternal friendship.” • 

” Do such friendships lasf ? ” • 

** With me, I think so. I haven’t had much experience, but * 
1 think so ; if people trust me, and believe in mo. Why should 
I forget you, and these days ? I propose to «iyself to follow 
your career always, and to bo glad wlicn yon do groat things. 
We shall sec you in London often, of course.” , 

Christmas looked imploringly into her eyes. lie could not, 
boy that ho was, mistake the earnest and friendly expression 
that ho saw there. Slio was very kind to him. She wished 
indeed to bo his friend— -and ho was in love with her ! If there 
had been one gleam of alarmed emotion in her eyes, if one tinge 
of colour had risen too quickly on her checks, if her eyelids had^ 
drooped oven an instant as he looked at her, the poor lad must* 
have broken out in a rhapsodical declaration of his love for her. 
How near she was to hearing the first ^vowal of a man’s pas- 
sionate love for her, and as wild a torrent of love delirium as 
ever insane mortal poured forth! One instant of struggle went 
on in the young man’s heart, and then his chief desire came to 
bo that she should not know it. There, if she cwld only have 
understood, was the first step in his manhood's career — earnest, 
truly, of honest things to come. He had conquered his emotions 
— at least he had stifled them. Ho crushed them down in his 
heart, trampled on them, stamped theny into silence, and she 
knew nothing then. • 

" I’ll love her all the same,” ho scorned to protest to his own 
heart. “ I’ll love her as much as I like. She can’t hinder that ; 
and she shall never know.” • 

So he talked of their meeting in London, and of things in 
general, and the place and tho*sconery, and what not ; and they 
turned to leave the hollow. A little sweetbriar Hbranch had en- 
tangled itself in the sleeve of her dress ; ho removed it for her, 
and when she was not looking he hid it in his breast. They 
wont down the hill togdttier, and found the boat waiting for 
them, and there was no need to lift Marie into it this time. 

Nat Cramp was wandering moodily among the trees. He 
saw the youth and maiden coining down, and he fled from the 



72 BEAR LADY Bli^AIN. 

Bight into the woods. Despite the honesty of his bettor nature, 
he was inclined to gird and swear against the haughty and 
happy young swell who might walk with Miss Challoner. He 
is a handsome fellow,” Nat owned with bitterness of heart ; and 
he fiercely envied Christmas Pembroke, who began to feel as if 
it would be a relief to him to be ordered for execution. 


CIIAPTEE Jlil. 

A rniBSTESS OP TUB FUTURE. 

That evening Christmas, sitting with Miss Lyle in tlio balcony, 
talked to her of his speedy return to London. 

" You arc rigl^t to go, my dear,” she said, " and it would be 
only selfish of me to wish you to remain here any longer. But 
wo havd established a friendship, Chris, and every now and then 
you will come down here and spend a day with me. You will 
not feci that you are alone in the world, at all events ; nor shall 
I. It makes mo happy to have found the son of my old friend. 
I owe him so much, and I can only try to work tho debt out by 
(loing my best to help his son. That is the steamer coming in, 
is it not?” 

Christmas had, despite of himself, been closely watching tlic 
approach of the steamer. But when she got to the landing place 
on tho pier she could not be seen from the balcony, and therefore 
Christmas could neither know whom she brought nor who went 
to mecA her. • 

“I suppose. Sir John Challoner is in her,” Miss Lyle said. 
“I want you to know Sir John Challoner; he could be very 
useful to you in London.” 

“ I don’t think 1 (;p.re to know people who are very rich,” 
said Christmas, “and proud, and all that. I suppose he is a 
proud sort of man, and I don't want to bo patronised. Miss 
Lyle.” 

“ Still, I should like you to kndw Sir John Challoner. You 
will find him fhteresttpg ; ho is a^ remarkable man. I don^t say 
that you will like him in everything.” 

“Do you like him?” Christmas asked bluntly. 

“ My dear Mr. Christmas ! an acquaintanceship like that of 
Sir John Challoner and myself is not to bo wrapped up in the 
word like or dislike. I couldn’t finislThim off in that easy sort 
of way. You might as well ask mo if I like or dislike the 
ground, or the trees, or tho lapse of years, or the law of gravita- 
tion, or something of tho kind. Yoic are free to form any 
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opinion, and to like or dislike him as the impression comes. I 
have heard of his doing many good things ; I never heard of his 
doing anything bad. lie is a successful man, Chris— very suc- 
cessful — they say.” 

I suppose so. My father knew him, I think you said, Miss 
Lyle?” 

Your father and Challoner and J started in life togctlief ; 
wo were all friends, and we were all poor. Wo separated, and 
wont on our foors-errands — somo of us. Two of us sought 
success after our own heart*and found it, and 1 hope it has done 
us good. It was a fine*thing when it came, and worth the 
sacriheo truly ! One of us dbcIiQpd to push for any success ; 
and if life were a fairy 81017, Chris, ho would liavo been sure 
to find it first and best of all ; but then ho didn’t. You will 
know all about it somo time, but for the present 1 want you to 
judge Sir John Challoner for yourself. How do you like his 
daughter ? ” ^ 

Truth to say, Christmas had been expecting some "question 
about Miss Challoner all the time, and had boon schooling him- 
self to bear it. He looked boldly up into Miss Lyle’s face and 
said— 

I like her very much. She is a very clever girl, I think, 
and quite unaffected. I have known so few girls. Miss Lyle, 
that it isn't much of a compliment to say I like her the best 01 
any I over mot, but I do all the same.” 

" I am glad to hear it.” Miss Lylo had looked somewhat 
anxiously into his face. Nothing could fiavo pleased me more. 
I liopo you will always bo friends. I believe, for all people say, 
that there can be friendship between man and woman ; and you 
and she ought to be good friends.” • • 

So the subject passed away, and Miss Lylo was evidently 
relieved. Christmas felt, with a certain drawback of shame and 
with much pain, that his pious fraud had sucoeoded, and that ho 
had played with success thus far the part of Spartan boy, which 
he had imposed upon himself. •When lib left Mai*ic Challoner 
that day he had rigorously made up his mind that come what 
would ho would not move through life a disappointed lover 
craving for compassion. • 

Perhaps' there are occasions when the ^ercul€s-choice of a 
man’s whole career depends nolf so much on what ho really is as 
on what he gives himself out to be, even to himself. A modern 
soldier, whose name has become almost proverbial for reckless 
dash in battle, has left it on record that he was terribly afraid in 
his first battle, but that h^ pretended to be fearless, forced him- 
self to believe accordingly, and so learned to got rid of fear in 
the end. Suppose he had been perfectly sincere from the first, 
might he not Imve remained a coward to the last I The necessity 
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of keeping up the reputation which he had voluntarily assumed 
rescued and, in time, regenerated him. Something like a similar 
crisis had now presented itself for the choice of Christmas Pem- 
broke. If he had given way and confessed himself, it is only 
too likely that the strength and backbone of his character 
would have given way, and he would have been a limp and 
n^veless creature all hi^ life through. There may have been 
within him some instinctive knowledge of this inspiring him. 
He may have thought, “ It is Now or^Nover with me ; yield now 
and yield ever.” It may have been wounded youthful pride, so 
infinitely mofe sensitive and exacting than the tempered pride of 
later years, toned down by man/ shocks. It may have been 
some melancholy conviction that liis father hadi for whatever 
cause, dispensed with the reward of love, and borne his modest 
life with patience and without complaint. Bo the cause or 
causes whatsoever might be, the Hercules-choice of Pembroke's 
life was made. , 

Nothing said by anybody, oven by Miss Challoner herself, 
could alter the reality. If she loved him their future might look 
difficult and cloudy enough, for she was rich no doubt, and her 
father was said to bo ambitious, and ho, Christmas, was com^ 
parativoly poor and had all his way to make ; but the future 
^would at least bo their future. But now ho had simply to walk 
his own way alono. No power on earth could alter the plain 
fact that she did not love. The one only thing left for him to do 
was to conceal his wqpnd, and let none bo distressed by it but 
himself. 

To himself, however, Christmas made full confession. He 
recompensed himself for his Spartan-boy endurance when other 
eyes \fero on Mm, by crying out, metaphorically at least, to him- 
self. Next day. he went out and mooned about the woods. Ho 
did the shabbiest things, we are ashamed to say, and we only tell 
of them because he too had the grace to be sometimes ashamed 
of them, and to try ai^ not to do them again. For example, ho 
ought to have resolutely avoided coming in the way of Mario, 
and yet ho hung that day about the places where he might 
perhaps meet her, even though he knew that if he were to see 
her then she must have some companions whom ho would have 
hated to meef. He started when ho hoard a sound of footsteps, 
and felt as if the most painful and humiliating thing that could 
occur to liim would be to be found by her and lier friends lurk- 
ing about her father's gates. Then ho grew angry with himself, 
and wont away ; and again he told himself that he didn't want 
to meet her, didn't wish to meet hetf* just then, and that there 
was not the least chance of his meeting her ; and so he passed 
by the gate again defiantly. Such odd blendings of strength and 
weakness had this poor young lover, such brave and resolute 
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self-repression, such sudden fits of incapacity to struggle against 
himself. Many of us were young once, and may remember some 
such unheroic moments. 

Meanwhile, during his fluctuations and wanderings, Marie 
Challoner did pass out of her father’s gate, bright, happy, and 
full of pleasant talk ; and Christmas missed seeing her. She wjis 
going with her father and two of his friends to pay Miss Lyle a 
yisit. They stayed a long time ; so long, that when Christmas 
returned to Miss Lyle’s ho /ouiid them there still. Fortunately, 
ho was told by Janet 'wbim ho entered that such^ visitors were 
with Miss Lyle, and that sli^ wished to see him, and so ho was 
prepared for the little ordeal. Tl^ room seemed full of flickering 
faces as he entered, among which ho only saw distinctly that of 
Marie Challoner, with her beaming eyes of friendly welcome. 
He had a vague consciousness of being called up to Miss Lylo by 
Miss Lylo herself, and being presented to Sir John Challoner, 
and hearing Sir John say that they had mot by chanco before, 
and that he knew Christmas’s father long ago. Then Clyristmas 
dropped out of the group somehow, and Miss Challoner gave him 
licr hand, and said something friendly ; and ho saw that Sir John, 
bending over Miss Lylo’s chair, was engaging himself wholly in 
conversation with her, and ho was wondering vaguely who tho 
strangers were, when one of them, a man, turned round, anrU 
there was a mutual recognition. 

Hullo ! ” exclaimed Cai)tain Cameron, this is a surprise 1 
My friend Pembroke here? My galliwit young friend and 
auxiliary ! Why, Miss Lylo, there is a magic about you which 
produces these things. Novr this gives me an opportunity I had 
long been looking for. Pembroke, oblige me — this way. I -want 
to present you to my sister, Mrs. Scagraves. I saj, Isabef? ” 

Isabel turned round and showed to Christmas a somewhat 
faded and thin but rather ])rctty face, ■with cheek bones a little 
high, probably in evidence of her Scottish origin, and largo 
hollow eyes. She wore her reddish yeliow hair in a kind of 
elaborate unkemptness over hef forehead like a thatch. Her 
waist was so arranged by nature or art as to seem to begin im- 
mediately beneath her arms^and her dress descended long and 
lank from girdle to heel. As far as one might judge she seemed 
to have reduced her attire to tl^e miniinurrp of possibility in tho 
matter of petticoats, and might be described as sheathed rather 
than draped in the tawny-green garment which covered the un- 
interrupted slenderness of her long form. Mrs. Seagraves 
usually hold her head on one side and spoke from under eyes half 
covered by their languid 1ms, 

“ Isabel,” said Captain Cameron, allow mo to prcwsent to you 
my very dear young friend Mr. Pembroke, of whom I have often 
told you. Pembroke, my sister is an advanced woman, as she 
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calls it, and I dare say yon agree in all her views : all yon yonng 
people do now, I believe.” 

“ I hope Mr. Pembroke is of advanced views,” said Mrs, Sea- 
graves, extending her band with especial graciousness. “ Indeed 
I know ho is ; I can read it in his eyes. Miss Clialloner — but 
please mayn’t I call you Marie ? Oh, do let mo call you Marie ; 
it^ so sweet. I may call^rou Marie — may I not? ” 

While appealing to Mario for her consent, which had been 
asked and readily accorded two or Jhree times that morning, 
Mrs. Seagraves held Pembroke’s hancLin hers and would not 
release it, and Christmas began to feel awkward and to fancy 
that ho must look ridiculous.* Mlric being thus appealed to, 
looked round, and Christmas could see a gleam of humour in her 
expression. She almost smiled at him, and ho could not help 
smiling in answe*. Mrs. Seagraves was too much occupied in her 
own conceits even lo suspect that anybody could see anything to 
smilo at in her. , 

“ Mario, then — oh, yes, Mario ! You can see by his eyes— 
Mr. Pembroke’s eyes — that he has enlightened views of things. 
Don’t you like his eyes ? ” 

Mr. Pembroke seems to have good sight,” said Marie. 

" Yes, thanlv you, I have pretty good sight,” the inspected 
^oung man acknowledged. 

"But your views, Mr. Pembroke? You are advanced. I 
know. You have thought of things — ^you are not like other 
young men, I do so likp young men who have thought of things.” 

" I don’t know that I have thought very much of anything,” 
said Christmas; "and what arc advanced views, Mrs. Seagraves ?” 

" Oh, you know. Not limited views ; not narrow. Boundless, 
you ktfbw — free. No cramping conventionalities. Freedom from 
the world’s restraints and trammels ! Of course I don’t mean 
freedom from all restraints— oh, no, that would never do, and I 
am the last person to approve of that. But from some restraints — 
some restraints — ^thoso.that cramp ; those that repress ” 

" Didn’t some great man say that only in law can the spirit 
find freedom ? ” Mario asked. She knew it was Goethe, but did 
not care to seem too learned. 

" Did he ? Only in law— is it ?-»can the spirit find freedom ? 
How very delightful \-r-l do like that. No, I don’t exactly like it, 
because I don’t quite agreo with ft ; but of course we must have 
law. Not narrow law— that we protest against— but free law — 
pie law of freedom ! Yes, that is it, the law of freedom. That 
is what we want.” Mrs. Seagraves was quite happy at having 
found a phrase. " That is what your ^eat man meant, Marie — 
. the law of freedom. Don’t you think so, Mr. Pembroke ? ” 

"I should say that was exactly what he meant,” said 
Pembroke, 



A PBIESWSS OF THE FUTUllE. 77 

" Marie, you liear ? Mr. Pembroke agrees with me that that 
was what he meant, your great man.” 

“ I am sure Mr. Pembroke is an authority,” Miss Challoncr 
said gravely. 

“ Of course he is, dear. Anybody with such an expression, 
and such clear, enlightened views, would be an authority, 
see our great difficulty of the future^s to reconcile freedom and 
law. But if you have the Law of Freedom the problem is 
solved. Freedom and Lfww — law in freedom — don’t you see? 
That was what your graat man meant. You must find me out 
his name ? ” ^ 

** I think it was Goethe,^’ saM Christmas, whose father had 
well grounded him in great authors and sayings. 

“ Goethe ! Of course, how very like Goethe ! I do so love 
Goethe ! — at least I used to love him long ago* but now I don’t 
love him ; oh, no ! I don’t like him at all I That is, I like him, 
you know, of course — ^we all do; but I don’t believe in him 
quite so much. A conservative intellect, a little narrow~no, not 
narrow — perhaps I shouldn’t say that; but narrow for him, 
narrow for what he ought to have been. We are so very advanced 
now, I have quite given up German philosophy of that time — 
not given it up, you know ; I don’t mean that— -but I don’t read 
it quite so much. You have road a great deal, Mr. Pembroke, J 
am sure.” 

“ We had nothing to do in Japan but to read. We had hardly 
any society. But I ought to have read more than I did.” 

“ Japan ! You have lived in Japan ! How very delightful ! 
How I should like to live in Japan ! No, not to live there, of 
course ; but to see it, to travel there. I don’t think I should 
though ; they have strange ways there. Don’t the ladiCs thcro 
— haven’t I read something very strange, and some people would 
call it shocking, perhaps ? How very strange ! Perhaps you 
have seen them yourself? But I am sure you have not, and 
then, perhaps, it's not true.” • 

Christmas could not well sfty whether it was true or not, as 
he had not the least idea what Mrs. Seagraves nieani 

‘‘But things are vcry^much advanced in Japan, are they 
not ? ” she went on. “ I am told that the advancement in Japan 
is something marvellous. Not what call advancement, of 
course. Oh dear no ! Of course not. But still advancement, 
you know. We have been advancing here, Mr. Pembroke, during 
your absence, with giant strides. Well, not perhaps exactly with 
giant strides, because \^en one comes to think of it, we really 
ought to have done a great deal more than we have done, and it 
makes one despondent sometimes. 1 often think wo are not 
advancing at all—indeed I do. But we are, you know. Oh, yes, 
we are ! It would be very sad if we were not making progress.” 
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I am afraid Mr. Pembroke has not quite formed his opinions 
yet/* Marie said. “Perliaps ho doesn’t even know which is 
advancement and which isn’t.” She was maliciously amused. 

“ I don’t believe anybody does,” Captain Cameron interrupted. 
“ Tell you what, Isabel, you ought to adopt somo plan like that 
tj^gy have, or used to havo, in tho French army with Iho raw 
recruits to teach them to%now right from left : twist a wisp of 
hay round one leg and something else round the other, and 
call out Miay ! ’ when they wanted the fellow to move the right 
leg, and the name of the other thing, wliatcvcr it was, wdicu they 
wanted him to move tho loft. Lct^a wisj^ of straw be worn by 
the advanced people.” • 

“My brother is such a reactionary,” Mrs. Scagraves said, 
smiling sweetly on Pembroke. “ I despair of him. At least I 
don’t despair of f im. Oh, no I not quite so bad ns that. I havo 
good hopes sometimes for him, if he would amend.” 

“ Like auld Nickic-ben,” said Cameron. “ I aiblins might, wo 
dinna kpn, still hac a stake.” 

“ Oh, for shame, Eobert ! How can you speak in sucli a 
way ? Not that 1 mind, of course ; but still the allusion to auld 
Nickic-ben — Miss Challoncr might not like.” 

“ Pooh ! My Lady Disdain doesn’t understand a word of it. 
AVliat do people of this generation in England know about 
Burns ? You may bet your i>ile, as tho Californians say, tliat 
Miss Marie hasn’t a notion of who Nickie-ben is.” 

“ I am very fond o# Burns, and I know that Nickic-ben is-^' 
Pluto, shall wo say ! ” Mario promptly replied. 

“ Oil, I do love Burns ! and I love auld Nickic-ben, Mrs. 
Seagraves said. “ Not love auld Nickie-ben himself, you know. 
Of coul'so not^what an idea ! But the thought, I mean. So 
generous, so enlightened! Not advanced, of course— oh dear 
no ! Very much the reverse, in fact. There is no Nickie-ben 
for «s, Mr. Pembroke ! ” 

“ I am delighted,” O^iristmas answered. 

** Oh, yes ! I foresee that you and I shall agree in most of 
our opinions. You will come and see mo in London ? Eobert 
lias pledged himself for you. I mean to take you with me to the 
Church of the Future.” 

“Why doirt you ^ call it the Paulo-post future?” asked 
Captain Cameron. 

“Eobert, how can you? Mr. Pembroke, I know will be 
greatly interested. Wo hope to do great things with the Church 
of tho Future ; and I shall enlist Mr. ^ew^hroke. Miss I^le, do 
you know I have already enlisted your young friend, Mr. 
Pembroke, for my Church of the Future ? What a very delightful 
young man he is, and such a charming talker ! But one mustn’t 
say so—ono mustn’t let him hear one say so ; ho might be spoilt : 
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young men are so easily spoilt. No, not spoilt, you know. I 
would not say that; but vain, perhaps— vain you would say.*’ 

" Ho shan’t become vain here,” Miss Lylo said, “ for I shall 
devote myself to undermining any good opinion of himself that 
you may have helped him to form, Mrs. Scagraves.” 

“ You can’t say that ho isn’t a charming talker,” Mrs. Sea; 
graves said, smiling benignly, and with full sincerity, for she 
really believed that she had had quite a delightful conversation 
with Christmas, whom she Jiad scarcely once allowed to open 
his lips. ^ 

“Christmas,” said Miss I^le, “Sir John Challbncr wishes 
very kindly that you would efino with him to-day. I have told 
him that as this is your very last day here I could hardly sparo 
you all the evening, but I have promised for you that you will 
accompany him and our friends, and take luncheon at the Hall.” 

“ Then this is your last day— your very last ? ” Miss Challoncr 
said. 

“ My very last.” 

“ Just now,” Sir John said, with gentle correction. '' You 
will come, Mr. Pembroke ? ” 

“ Oh, yes, ho must come,” Mario ordered. 

“I must come, indeed; I am delighted,” said our young 
lover, really filled with delight, and saying to himself that as ho 
liad made U]) his mind to bury his lovo in the most secret and 
profound depths of his heart, tho^morc friendly ho appoored tho 
lietter. Perhaps in those depths of liis hcajrt there was a feeling 
of unspeakable relief that Captain Cameron was tho only man 
present besides Sir John Challoncr and himself. There would 
bo no pang in seeing Captain Cameron paying friendly attention 
to Lady Disdain. • 

As they were going out, Christmas was about to take his 
place straightway by Marie’s side, and indeed sho invited him 
with a look of friendly peremptoriness. But Mrs. Soagraves 
said — ^ 

“ Such steep steps ! Mr. Pembroke, do please give me your 
arm. I want to talk with you. Eobort, dear, do give Miss 
Challonor your arm.” 

“ Tliank you. Captain Cameron, but I don’t need any support,” 
said Marie. “ I am accustomed to these stops.” * 

“Of course she disdains my support,” said tho brave Legi- 
timist. “ The old story I I never could win tho favour of My 
Lady Disdain I Challoncr, why don’t you have this girl tamed ? ” 
“ 1 suppose wo have all helped to spoil her,” Sir John said 
sweetly. “ With me she do8& as she pleases. It is the old story 
with me, Cameron; this is tho second generation of it with me, 
Mrs. Seagraves.” 

“Give me your arm. Captain Cameron. 1 ask it now that 
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I may show how good I am,” Mario said, as they came out on 
the road; Mrs. SeagraTes, Pembroke, and Sir John Challoner 
together, Marie and Captain Cameron behind. As they sauntered 
along, Mrs. Scagraves pouring forth her double stream of talk, 
which now laved this side of a question and noAv that, they came 
upon Nathaniel Cramp lounging drearily along the road. Christ- 
^las nodded a friendly salute. 

" Surely,” Mrs. Scagraves said — oh, surely yes I I do know 
this gentleman ? ” • 

Nat bowed with semi-martial gr^ce, and raised his hat, and 
mTirmured* uhat he had had thq honour of being presented to 
Mrs. Scagraves in Avenir Hell, Ijondon. 

"Why, of course— how could I have forgotten? — so elo- 
quent a speaker, so profound a thinker! This gentleman — 
Mr. ” « 

Cramp, madam,” Nathaniel said, driven to bay, and full of 
deep regret that ho could not give any name which had at least 
two syllables in it. 

" Cramp of course— !Mr. Cramp. How could I have forgotten ? 
Such a very remarkable name ! No, not remarkable though, Jli 
no, not remarkable in any disagreeable sense, you know — quite 
the contrary; but still a name that one ought not to forget; 
don’t you think so? Mr. Pembroke, this gentleman is one 
of the most earnest supporters of the Church of tho Future.” 

“Good morning, Natty,” said Mario, now coming up, and 
giving her hand t(^ the blushing lad. “ You never told mo 
anything about your Church of the Future.” 

“ Why — ^hullo ; ” exclaimed Captain Cameron ; if this isn’t 

my freethinking ” he was just on tho verge of saying 

“bather” wiion ho checked himself; “friend of Wigmoro Street! 
I say, young jnan, haven’t wo met iu Wigmore Street ? ” 

“ I have seen you there,” said Nat, with lips compressed, and 
defiant ; “ I’m not ashamed of it.” 

There was an in^luntary smile all round. Nat only meant 
to convey that much as he disliked his abandoned profession, he 
did not blush for it ; but his words sounded as though he meant 
to disclaim any inclination to blush for having met Captain 
Cameron. 

“Much 6bligodJ[’m sure,” said Cameron, with a jolly laugh. 

“I bog your pardon,” Nat said, conquered by tho good 
humour; “I didn’t mean thaV* (A slight inclination to 
renewed mirth was visible. Mario remained now, however, 
perfectly grave.) “I only meant ^ that I’m not ashamed of 
having been there — but I've left ilf'now. I don’t care for an 
occupation like that.” 

“ You are quite right. Natty,” spoke up Marie from the 
gallant Cameron's arm. “ Papa, you know Natty Cramp — ^Mrs. 
Cramp’s son ? I want you so much to know him.” 
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Hullo, my Lady Disdain ? ” Cameron interjected. “I say, 
young fellow, you look a good deal more like a soldier than like 

a like a civilian, I mean. You ought to come with me and 

servo the King.” 

“ I am a Republican,” said Natty ; I don’t believe in kings.” 

“ How delightful ! ” Mrs. Scagraves styd ; “ how very nice not ' 
lo believe in kings!” 

“ Pish I ” Captain Cameron objected ; " Wliat docs it matter 
'.vhether you believe in them <Jl* not, as long as they are there ? 
]\Iy good fellow, what’s th8 use of being a Republican where 
there isn’t a Republic? ” • , 

“ True,” said Nat, “ I admit that?’ He spoke with a personal 
and grim significance. 

“Right!” exclaimed Cameron, in mistaken tj^iimph over a 
supposed concession. “I thought I could bring you to somc- 
lliing. I could make a man of you; I know I could! Never 
mind your father, my Lady Disdain. This young follow is 
made for war, not finance, I know. He’s in my line, not Sir 
John's. Como and fight for a real king and a good cause, 
C io Mcluotto.” 

This was an unconscious home-thrust, for poor Nat had lately 
been yearning in his secret heart for some such possibilities as 
tlioso that dawned upon the darkness of Olande Mclnotto. But 
he thought of the Republic, and the ChurcJi of the Future, and 
he resolved. ^ 

“ You’re very kind,” he stammered out, “ and I am very much 
ibliged ; but I’m a Republican on principle.” 

“ Good-morning, Natty,” Mario said, coming to the rescue, as 
iho patronising Legitimist now turned scornlully a»ray. “•Wo 
shall sec you again — you must come up very soon.”, 

“That’s my Radical barber, Isalxjl,” Captain Cameron said, 
recovering his good humour as they moved away. “ That's the 
fellow I told you of. He seems an honest fellow* though a fool.” 

“ A barber ! ” said Mrs. Seagraves. “ How charming — ^what 
a very delightful idea! I do so love to know a barber — when he 
hf4,s intellect and high thoughts — ^not a common barber, of course. 

I never know that barbers hatl such advanced views. I shall 
always love barbers for the future — ^not lov© themVeally, you 
know ; but feel that they are men and brothers. So very, very 
refreshing!” 
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CHAPTER IX 

"HEH FATIIl^l LOVED ME— OFT INVITED ME.” 

I KNEW your father so well,” Sir John Challonor said, ‘Mliat 
I feel as if you and I were old*ac([uaiiitaiiccs, ]\rr. Pumbrokc. 
Miss Lylo has told you, of course?^ 

‘*Slie told rno tliat you^.anct’iny father began life together,” 
said Pembroke. 

This conversation took place in the library of the Ifall, to 
whicli Sir Jolin at once led Pembroke, leaving Cameron and 
somebody else, wliosc name Christmas did not quite catch, “ to 
amuse tlie ladies while we begin— or might wo not almost say 
revive? — an acquaintance.” 

^ She didn’t tell you that w’c were rivals at one time, did she? 
No? Well, I think wo wore; and I was not the favourite one, 
Mr. Pembroke, as you may suppose ! Wo were perhaps a little 
estranged at one time, but I think wo remained friends always. 
I certainly never changed my opinion of your father. Jlo had 
great talents, but no ambition. Iliad — well, not much talent, 
and great ambition. It was perhaps the old story — the old 
fable; the hare and the tortoise. Your fattier ought to have 
made some wjiy in fife. lie could have if lie cared about such 
things.” 

“ Ho was thought very highly of in Ids own profession,” said 
ChMstmas.-- “I have seen his name mentioned iu newspapers 
since I camc^ hero.” 

No doiibt, no doubt. I heard his name mentioned every 
]iow and then. Hut what I mean is that ho might have got on 
here in England if ho had tried.” 

“ Hut why shourd a man •trouble himself to try for wliat ho 
docs not value V ” asked Cliristmas. 

“ A very sensible question. I have put it often to myself. I 
suppose people say I have succeeded in life, Mr. Pembroke — 
clonH they f ” , 

“ Miss Lyle has told mo so. I hardly know anybody else in 
England.” 

“ Well, I have succeeded in a certain sense. I never dreamed, 
when I was a boy, of anything like tliis,” and Sir John threw a 
comprehensive glance around hivff, taking in, ajqiarcntly, not 
merely the library and the Hall, hut bis Avholo worldly position 
and possessions. “ I was a little disappointed in early life ; and 
I turned my attention then to making a way in tlie world. Will 
you be shocked if I say that I was mainly impelled by a spirit of 
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^ disappointed rivalry witli your father ? I will show him, I said, 

‘ that I can succeed in something. Strange, is it not ? Well, I 
got on. T went into the great field of modern adventure — rail- 
ways and finance. I married, IVIr. Pembroke, for money — strictly 
for money ; and I daro say I was happier on the whole than if I 
had married for love. My wife has long Ixjcn dead, but hei\ 
daughter has taken her place. I hope ysu like my daughter ? ” 
Everybody must,” Christmas replied. 

“ Glad to licar you say so^I think her perfection, of course. 
People say slio is good-loQjcing, and I know that she is good. 
She is clover, too, and will havo^ambition wlicn she goes a little 
into the world and sees what life is. • Well, I employed my wife's 
money for our common advancement. I got into Parliament. I 
made myself useful, and I made myself troiihloRoino ; and I am, 
accordingly, a baronet. I am not content; I liji^o two things 
yet to accomplish. I want to be in the House of Lords, and I 
want —as a first step — to be of society.” • 

“But you are iu society already, surely,” said Christmas, 
conscious in his heart of a vague Wish that Sir Jolin was not 
in society. 

“ In society, yes ; but I said of society. You perceive the 
difference ? It is considerable ; but you have not yet been in 
the way of observing our trivial distinctions. Well, Mr. Pem- 
broke, I don’t mind telling the son of an early friend that though 
I am '/*/>. society there, I am hardly yet of ii ; and I mean to be. 
Many diiugs were «agaiust mo hitherto. I #was known to have 
risen from the ranks, of course, and my wife was not a person 
of birth or great culture, though very good and sensible, and 
clover too. My daughter has education as well as talent, and 
she may perhaps — of course, one can’t say— ,shc ^nay ni^rry 
somebody in and of society. That would be a good thing, but 
of course she will always bo free to make her own choice. I 
shoulu not pretend to control her in the least. You see my 
ambition, Mr. Pembroke, and perhaps you. don’t think very 
much of it.” • 

Oh, I don’t say that ; I suppose a man must have ambition 
of some kind — here in England at least,” Christmas answered 
despoudingly, and almost regretting ho had ever come to tho 
land where it is not even enough to be in society if one be not 
also of society. 

“ You’ll find it so, believe me. Even our aristocracy hero 
have found it out. The idle days of being a gentleman and nothing 
else have gone by. A duk% toils at the head of some Govern- 
ment department. A marquis’s heir works night and day — 
Whitehall in the morning, the House of Commons at night. Not 
only that, but the younger sons of the aristocracy are actually 
pushing themselves into business — ^into finance, and even into 
trade.” 



84 


7)EAB LADY BISDAIN. 


“I am glad to hear it,” said Christmas, resolving to over- 
whelm Natty Cramp with this knowledge on the first opportunity/ 
hut longing all the while to be in the drawing-room with the 
ladies. 

” There’s a young fellow inside, Konald Vidal, the younger 
% son of Earl Paladine, a very old Norman family — you will meet 
him in a few momcnts-if-who seems tome to have a posilivo genius 
for finance ; I am bringing him out. He is a very clever fellow ; 
at one time he thought of giving himself up to art, and he shewed 
great proipise, but now he is taking to finance. He wants money, , 
Pembroke, but ho is of society have money, but— well, I said 
that before. Yes, I know a’youhger son who is a newspaper cor- 
respondent and another who is a partner in a coffee warehouse. 
Well, that is a change since your fatlier's early days and mine ! 
That brings lyic back to your own affairs. We must have a long 
talk over them when I return to Loudon ; wo should not have 
leisure and quset to-day. You have a profession ? ” 

'•I suppose I might call myself a railway engineer, but I don’t 
much like the business, at least hero,” said Christmas. “ I think 
of going back to Japan, or to India.” 

"Oh, no; at least we will think over things first. I can 
perhaps help — or at least advise you. I can tell you many things 
— observe life a good deal in intervals of occupation. I want 
you to regard me as a friend, Pembroke, and to consult me freely. 
No, no, don’t let us talk of thanks — ^your father’s sou has a claim. 
Como, I wanted just these few words of talk ; the rest will keep 
for London, Shall we find Mrs. Sengraves and Marie ? ” 

This conversation did not run on as smoothly as it has been 
sot^own here. Sir John kept moving about the library, taking 
down a bo3k here and there, and inviting Christmas’s attention 
to this or that particular edition. Sometimes he picked up from 
a table or a cabinet some little object of art or curiosity and 
showed it to his visitor; once or twice, as if unconsciously, ho 
took a letter that lay open on his desk, and, asking Christmas if 
he cared about celebrities, Remarked that it was in the hand- 
writing of some great Minister or other eminent personage. This 
might be kindly good-nature wishing to amuse its visitor, or it 
might be t^o ostentation of a nouveau riche. Even a more critical 
observer than Christmas might have found it not quite easy to 
decide which was the impulse. Perhaps Sir John was inspired 
by neither one feeling nor the other, but was only anxious to find 
out what were the tastes of his visitor, as Ulysses tested the incli- 
nations of the disguised Achilles. ^ 

" If you were staying longer in Durewoods,” Sir John said, 

" I would ask you to make this library your place of study or 
lounge. But you will come here again: you will come here 
again.” 
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, As tlioy left the library, and passed through halls and cor- 
ridors, Sir John still kept drawing Pembroke's attention to this 
or that object of interest or object that ought to be interesting. 
But if his design in such a course wore to discover what Christ- 
mas's tastes w^cre, ho must have been disappointed, or must have 
come to the conclusion that Christmas had no tastes at all. For 
the jioor youth had so much to do with keeping down his feelings 
• on otlier subjects that he could not get up any decent seeming of 
interest in pictures, books, or «uriosities. Every sentence of Sir 
John's friendly and couMeniial exposition of his own hopes and 
plans seemed to put Christmas ^ore and more distinctly outside 
the threshold, so to speak. Marie Clfhlloner had talked so kindly 
and openly to him, that Christmas had felt within his own breast 
something of the gloomy grandeur of a disappointed lover. Sir 
John se('7ned to have, in tlio easiest and most unconscious manner, 
conveyed to our hero a conviction that even in holding such a 
thought in his secret heart ho was guility of a preposterous 
absurdity. , 

8ir John often leaned in an almost affectionate way on 
Christmas's shoulder. They came thus to the door of a drawing- 
room, were they heard sounds of music. Sir John was talking 
with Christmas in the friendliest confidence. Suddenly, as they 
entered the room, as if reminded of himself, he withdrew his arm, 
and resumed at once his habitual manner of composed and some- 
what ’.old urbanity. The change was that which would naturally 
bo made by a man of warm and genial friendship who neverthe- 
less did iu)t choose to wear his heart upon his sleeve. It thus 
impressed Christmas, and he felt grateful for the sincerity of the 
friendship it implied. lie was glad of a little friendship just 
. then. • 

Mr. Eonald Vidal was seated at the piano, on which ho had 
been playing, while Mrs, Seagraves and Miss Challoner stood near. 
Captain Cameron was leaning with his manly back against the 
chimney-piece, and looked as if he had liad enough of music. , 
The moment Sir John and Cliristmas entered tlie young man 
stopped his playing and twirled himself quickly round on his 
piano stool until he faced the company. He was a bright, hand- 
some, yellow-haired young man, with a soft completion, and a 
face almost feminine in its outlines, althouglf his figure looked 
solid and strong enough, and he had very white fat hands. He 
wore a long silky, light brown moustache, and no beard. He was 
the sort of person whom an admiring young woman might take 
ns a model for a troubadour^in a picture. If this was embryo 
Finance, then Finance seemed happier than most divinities in 
her power of disguise. 

“ No more of that from yours truly,” Mr. Vidal promptly said. 

“ I know how Challoner feels when people are playing music at . 
him.*' 
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“I don’t think I onp;ht to he charged with ever showing a , 
want of patience,” said Sir John, smiling. 

“ No, but of course one feels that one isn’t in tune when every- 
body is not as much of an enthusiast as BIrs. Scagraves, for ex- 
ample. I know Cameron hates music ; but then we don't mind 
• him — he has to suffer.” 

“ I like music immeftsely,” Cameron said, “ but not that sort 
of effeminate music — only fit for boys and girls fancying them- 
selves crossed in lovo. I like ‘ Scots wha haC,' or the ' Flowers 
of the Forest.' Tliore was a piper iitour regiment — long ago, in 
the good old days before Progress — ^if you only heard him — oh 1 ” 
And in despair of convey iftg any adequate idea of what this 
musician could do. Captain Cameron stopped short abruptly. 

“ I believe it is not usual to introduce people now,” said Miss 
Challoncr ; 6ut I do it ” 

“ Therefore you do it, perhaps,” Captain Cameron interrupted. 

"Therefore* I do it, if you like,” said dear Lady Disdain, 
graciously. "]Mr. Vidal—I want to introduce Mr. Christmas 
Pembroke and you to each other. Mr. Pembroke has lived in 
Japan, and grown familiar therewith all the hideous things that 
you have been trying to persuade Mrs. Seagraves and me to 
admire.” 

" Oh, but I do admire Japanese things,” said IMrs. Seagraves. 

" I think everything Jaiianese is so very lovely. Not everything, 
of course; because, as Mario says, some Japanese things are 
liidcous. Put wo nbed not admire the hideous ; wo may select 
and keep to the hoauiiful. Now the colours of that fan which 
Mr. Vidal so admires, could anything be more lovely? ” 

#But tlifit isn't Japanese,” Christmas said, to whom Mrs. 
Seagraves had handed the fan ; " that thing w'as never made in 
Japan.” Pertiaps he was not sorry to have an opportunity of 
contradicting somebody. 

“Oh yes! surely yes! that is Japanese; Mr. Vidal says so.” 
Mrs. Seagraves pleaded as cty-nestly as if she wer^ appealing to 
Justice against some darksome wrong. 

Christmas shook his head. " That thing was never in Japan, 

I can assure you ; unless somebody took it out there and brought 
it back.” • ^ 

" So much for cTithusiasm,” said Cameron. " Let me look at 
it. AVliy, of course it isn't Japanese— unless the Palais Iloyal 
is in Japan. Is this your connoisseurship, Vidal ? Eh? Ami 
to judge of your music by this— your— what d'ye call him— 
Chopin ? ” ^ 

" Oh, Chopin is divine, a divinity ! ” Mi-s. Seagraves exclaimed. 

"1 hope he is; for some of you would bo simply Atheists 
without him,” her brother remarked. 

I do so love Atheists,” said Mrs. Seagraves—" at least I like 
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them, they are so very interesting^ ; hut of course one is sorry for 
their opinions, you know — only they aro so nice ! I know such 
very delightful Atheists I ” 

^Ir. Konald Vidal lapsed out of the general conversation the 
moment anybody who professed to know anything intervened, 
lie drew Mario away, too, and began to describe the Wagner 
music to her. lie talked with immenso^vivacity, and ho knew a 
good deal of many things ; but ho never thought any point worth 
arguing, and he had no faculty of improving his own knowledge 
by any RU])plcnicntary information. If ho did not seize upon the 
right idea at tlio first flaiHi, he never got at it afterwards. Ho 
liked to be an authority upoi? everything, and to direct people 
how they Avero to 11 link, lie was a good-natured youth, with a 
milliner whicli seemed brilliant, becauso ho talked very quickly, 
aiul passed with a leap from subject to subject.^ But ho nover 
said a \o]'y clover thing, and never understood a joke. He got 
■on pariieularly well witli women, who liked his quick talk, and 
liis free familiar ways in which there was not d hint of impu- 
dence 0 .: an> thing oilbiisive. He was free with women, almost as 
if ho were one of tliomsclvcs ; and most of them liked his ways 
and petted him. lie could play on the piano wonderfully, sing 
finely, was wild about Chopin and Balzac and pre-Eaphaelitism ; 
and could toll ladies exactly how to think and talk on these sub- 
jects; and how to arrange their china and their Salviati-glass ; 
und how their drosses ought to bo made, and what colours har- 
moir' :ed with what; and what flowers were allowable in one’s 
bonnet or one's hair. * 

Chrislmas ohsorved him with half contemptuous sullenness, 
thinking him a fribhlo and a sort of epicene creature, and grow- 
ing every now and then ashamed to find how like own ^nti- 
mcnls towards the British aristocracy were becoming to those ot 
Nat Cramp. Christmas was WTong in his judgmefit. The Hon. 
Bonald Vidal was no fribble. With all his superficial way that 
young mail 'was really very clover, and he was profoundly in 
earnest in d very thing ho talked about. If ho lectured ladieff 
occasionally on dresses and bonnets it was as the exponent of a 
deep theory in art which prescribed a purpose and a colour for 
everythmg, from a fresco in a-^hurch to a ribbon in a girl's hair. 

Sir John Challouer drew Christmas into tho« recess of a 
window. 

“ You 'Will like to observe things,” he said. “ You seo in our 
friend Bonald Vidal an illustration of a new figure in onr age. 
There is the son of an carl, brought up to do nothing, who is 
sometimes, I can tell you, my master in bold and subtle financial 
combinations, and who once, when ho had cleared twenty thou- 
sand pounds at a stroke, spent the whole of it in becoming lessee 
and manager of a theatre becauso bh thought he had discovered 
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a new Siddons, and had a theory of his own about the drama of 
modern life. He has founded no end of amateur musical societies, 
and he has sung as first tenor in an Italian theatre. Ho knows 
the ways and the people of the House of Commons, of which ho 
isn’t a member, better than I do ; and he knows a hundred times 
more about the fashions in ladies’ dress tlian my daughter, A 
few centuries ago ho would have besn a crusader and a trouba- 
dour.” • 

'‘That is progress indeed!” Christmas said, beginning to 
think that he found a fine quality ofr satire and cynicism develop- 
ing within Jjim. f 

“From a crusader to a financier?” Sir John asked with his 
quiet smile. ' 

“ To a stage manager, I meant.” 

•‘The crusades were on a larger scale certainly,” Sir John 
said. “ In that way we have degenerated. But I am glad to see 
an earl’s son in business— and ho and I are in a sort of partner- 
ship, did I tell you ? His father and mother asked me, Pembroke 
— ^mado it a positive favour on my part.” 

“ That is progress,” Christmas felt impelled to say, but ho wa^J 
not quite certain whether Sir John had been si^eaking seriously 
or satirically. He had been observing Marie’s father as closely 
as his condition of feeling allowed, but ho could not yet make up 
his mind as to whether Sir John was a cynic or a sycophant in 
his dealings with the families of the peerage. 

The visit was disagreeable to Christmas. He had hardly any 
chance of speaking to Marie at luncheon, and Mrs. Scagraves 
bored him. Ho got away at last as quietly as possible, saying 
nothing which could remind any one that that was the last day 
of hig visit to Durewoods. Marie did not even notice his going, 
as Mr. Bonalld Vidal, full of spirits, was telling her something 
very interesting apparently at the time. Christmas passed quietly 
out of the house and out of the grounds. Ho found Miss Lylo 
in her balcony, leaning over and talking to Merlin. She told 
Merlin that Mr. Pembroke was going away to-morrow, and 
added, “ AVe shall be lonely here, Merlin, shan’t we? ” 

“ No, no, none-lone ; none-lone I ” the old man said in earnest 
and almost angry remonstrance. ‘‘ Mademoiselle, no ! ” 

“ Why n(^. Merlin?” 

“ Mademoiselle hhve me ! ” and he smote a great blow on his 
chest to indicate apparently that there he was and there lie 
remained, like Marshal MacMahon. 

“ Merlin doesn’t endure any rivalry, you see,” Miss Lyle said 
with a certain gratified expression. 

Meanwhile Merlin, who was, as will be understood, under- 
neath the balcony on the grass, was apparently in some embar- 
rassment. Ho was looking downwards, as if searching for 
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something. Ho had a dim idea that what he said must liavo 
grieved Christmas, and he was trying to find something consoling^ 
and complimentary to say, and English words to put it in. 
Suddenly he caught the idea, and looked up. 

“Mademoiselle Mario lone. Oh, yes, yes! Madomoisello 
Mario, she lone 1 Yes, yes 1 Iktademoisellc Led none-lone. No!” 

“ Mademoiselle Marie seemed very happy just now,” said 
Christmas, in explanation to his hostess, for Merlin had not 
waited for any answer or comment, but disappeared into the 
house. • 

“ I am not sorry to Hear it,” said Dione. “ I •was a little 
afraid — shall I confess it ? thftt yqp might fall in love with her, 
Chris; but I am glad to see that you are heart-whole; that 
shows some sense, and I think the more highly of you. It would 
never do, Chris, believe me; and if you are at all like your 
father, I should be sorry to see you made unhappy for the best 
woman that ever lived ! ” 

Never hero bore up better than Christmas (fid all that even- 
ing under trying conditions. He was hurt to the quick, *and he 
could not and would not complain. Why should ho complain ? 
ho asked himself. Ho was only an acquaintance, like another ; 
he had helped Miss Challoner to pass her time for a few dull 
days, and now livelier companions had come and ho was natu* ^ 
rally forgotten. It served him right, he told himself, mentally. * 
Had he always remembered the sweet, kind woman — his father’s- 
fric .id~scemingly his own only friend— when a pretty girl 
smiled on him V 

fcJo ho rallied up, and pulled himself together, and made 
himself as agreeable as he could to Miss Lyle, and was prepared 
to leave Durewoods tho next morning with a hcaiit steeled firm 
by philosophy and rigid endurance. Alas for the, philosophy and 
tho enduv-'anco when, as Miss Lyle and he sat ’in the balcony 
after dinner, and looked over tho sea, a flutter and swirl of rather 
impetuous petticoats was heard in the room, and presently Marjo 
Challoner was with them on the* balcony,* looking brilliant with 
motion and haste and friendly good nature. 

“ Am not I a wild girl. Miss Lyle ? I don't wonder if you 
scold me. I have left my people, and escaped for a moment, all 
alone, and with this shawl over my head. J had ribt a chance of 
saying one “word of good-byo to Mr. Pembroke to day, and ho 
vanished somehow, and I couldn't let him leave us in that 
way.” 

“ You are a good creature, Marie,” said Miss Lyle ; “ but 
isn't this rather an escapade ? ” 

“ Oh no 1 I shall be back before I am missed by any one. I 
shall fly back. But to part in that way would have been so un- 
friendly.” 



1)0 


DEAR LADY DISDAIN. 

Pembroke stood silent. IIo Wcas ovcrwliclmed with emotion. 
Ho could not speak as yet, and lie knew that both the women 
looked at him. 

“ Good-bye, Mr. Pembroke — no, not good-bye, but au revoir. 
We shall see you in London.” 

" Don’t forget mo,” stammered Christmas, trying to smile and 
look pleasant. « 

” Come to us, and don’t allow us to forget you — aa revoir ! ” 

'' I must sec you safely liomo.” 

'' Indeed you must not ! Have I not broken bounds, evaded, 
escaped, to say a parting word, and to pledge you to see us in 
London ? Would you betray ,mc Good-bye for the present ; 
good night. Miss Lyle : don’t be too angry with me ! ” and she 
kissed her, tlicn wrapped licr shawl again over her licad, and 
there was an undulating of skirts and a rustle of silk, and she was 
gone. 

"Those girls said Dione. "But why do I talk of girls? 
No girl but herself would havo done thatJ* 

Thd moon just then rose, and Christmas remained silent. 

Next day Christmas stood in the stern of the Saucy Lfma, and 
looked back upon the place where he had been so happy. He 
could see the roof of the Hall, and the trees that sheltered it ; and 
could trace the double row of trees that marked the steep road 
•up which he had driven with Marie Clialloncr that first night, 
and the woods that sloped down to the water — the woods which 
held the broad, lonely, hoi low, where ho and she had stood sido 
by sido ! Only a few days ago — ^lie could hardly convince himself 
that days so few had passed. And everything — the very sunlight 
included — had been changed for him. IIo felt exalted into a 
kind of subline wretchedness. He was half wild witli love and 
the struggle for self-repression and boyish sliame. He felt as if 
ho could not leave the place. He had half-crazy ideas of leaping 
ashore and hiding himself in the woods — in that fatal hollow — 
and waiting there in the hope that she would come there, perhaps 
that very day, and seeing her once more. If she had any feeling 
for him sho must come there— she wmld come ; and ho should 
see her, and speak with her once more — even once : and what 
matter if he died then ? For his was the happy melancholy age 
of egotism whbn wo lyjlicve in our hearts that Fate must surely 
be wifting to make our lives into something dramatic, and to 
bring down the' curtain for us at any moment when wo give the 
signal. 

Perhaps he might even have committed some absurdity of 
the kind ho meditated, but that the i^aucy Lass rang her bell, 
blew her steam whistle, and moved away from the pier. She 
moved slowly seaward a few hundred yards, and then, as if the 
Destinies meant to torture poor Christmas by keeping him still 
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in sight of his lost Elysium, she suddenly came to a stop. There 
she remained motionless. A bank of clay, which sometimes at 
low water obstructed the little estuary’s course, had lately been 
increased in bulk by the washings of some unusually high tides, 
and now the tide being far on the ebb, and the Saucy Lass rather 
heedlessly steered, she had run her bows and her keel into it, 
and stuck fast. So there stood Christenas, while the captain and 
crow were striving to get her off ; and he could see the roof of 
the Hall still, and could,. in the words of a once famous ad- 
venturer, have “flung a* biscuit ashore” — and hojcould not get 
there. He was kept there, jieither living nor dead. To think 
that all this time he might as well have been on shore ; that ho 
might liavo seen her once again ; that perhaps that very moment 
she might be in that hollow of the woods ! He chafed and fretted 
against the powers above, and the mud bank, and the Saucy Lass, 
and Destiny. 

All hour went on, and the Saucy Lass had «iot gone off. She 
must wait now for the rise of the tide, it seemed, and thiit would 
bo some time yet. Meanwhile the weather had begun to change. 
The sun, which had looked with unpitying brightness on poor 
Clirislmas’s pain, was now covered with clouds, and a little chilly 
wiud blow, and presently the heaven was all grey. Then came 
a heavy dull drizzle, and the sea became of lead under a leaden, 
sky ; and the sea birds flow low down to the water, and sent forth 
d) 3ary cries. The Hall and the woods and i.he village were seen 
no more : went out in mist and in gloom.* Then it rained heavily, 
and everything seemed miserable. 

Christmas felt a dismal satisfaction in the now aspect of the 
scene and the condition of the weather. They suited with his 
humour. Besides, they settled the question of rfllurnin^ to the 
shore. He might wander in vain through th& dripping woods 
cn such a day as that ! He must go his way — all he asked now 
was that the Saucy Lass would go hers, and take him from that 
place. ^ • 

At last the movement of the steamer’s paddles told him that 
she was about to work herself free. At the same moment he 
heard the sound of oars, ai^ saw that a boat had come up to the 
side of the steamer. In an instant Nat Oramu, portmanteau, 
rifle-case, and all ready for travelling, scrambled on board, and 
Christmas and he exchanged a greeting. 

“I wasn’t quite certain about going back to-day,” said Nat ; 
mother would have liked me to stay. But where’s the use, and 
having to go at last? Auyd when I found that the steamer hadn’t 
got off, I took it as the hand of Destiny, and I came.” 

Christmas was a little amused at the thought of Destiny’s 
hand troubling itself to make a special sign to Mr. Cramp. But 
he had been tMnking, vaguely, perhaps, but still thinking, about 
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Destiny’s interference in his own affairs, which seemed quite a- 
natural and proper sort of thing for Destiny to do. 

"Going to London?” the one child of Destiny asked of the 
other. 

“I’m going to London — yes, in the first place,” Nat said 
gloomily ; but I shan’t bo in London for long. I have made u]) 
my mind, I told my mother so ; and that’s one reason why I was. 
glad when the boat stuck, you know, and let mo get away. I 
couldn’t stand her sorrowful fiico the ^holo day, you know.” 

“No,” said Christmas, “I suppose^not.” But he was not 
thinking of thfe face of Nat’s mothoi^ 

“ I can’t stand this place — Lmoan England — much longer,’* 
Nat said ; “ oh — we’re going at last.” 

‘ The Siiucy Lass was quite free now, and she splaslied her way 
towards the groy#waters of the broad bay. Christmas and Nat 
stood in the streaming mist and looked back, and tried to see the 
shore and the woo^s. 

“ Yes, I’m going away,” Nat said, returning with a half audible 
sigh to* his own affairs. “I mefin to leave this old used-ui> 
country. I’m sick of it ! Nothing but classes and ranks, and 
aristocracy, and caste, and all sorts of things like that! What 
way is there for a man of any spirit here ? None, sir — none. I 
iiate the whole thing. I shall seek out a career for myself.” 

• “ Where are you going ? ” 

“ To the West of course, the New World. I’ll take your ad- 
vice. The young Eepublic beyond the western waves 1 ” And 
Nat flung the arm which did not hold the rifle-case proudly 
abroad, as if ho were doing homage to the Kcpublic that “ rears 
her crest unconquered and sublime above the far Atlantic.” 
Indeed,»thc poetic youth had those very lines of Byron’s in his 
mind at the timq, and ho would have burst out with them if ho 
had not feared that Christmas would smile. For poor Nat had 
a terrible fear of being laughed at by persons whom he presumed 
the world regarded as his social superiors. Thus, llcpublican 
and democrat that he was, ho paid the tribute of his enforced 
homage to worldly position and rank twenty times a day. He 
was afraid of it even when it presented itself to him in the modest 
disguise of so unpretending a persoh as Christmas Pembrokc- 
Thus in the cl^ssic days people were vaguely conscious of the 
presence of an awful deity, and were moved to fear even though 
the god showed himself in the form and aspect of some ordinary 
moidal. 

“ Going to the States? Quito right^” said Christmas. “ Of 
course it’s the best thing you can do ; you will be sure to get on 
there. Go out West— that is your place.” 

“ I’ll make a name there,” the enthusiast exclaimed ; “ and 
people here shall hear of mo before I come back to England 
again.” 
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"What would you come back for? What do you want 
here?” 

" I don’t know,” Nat said wildly, not daring to confess that 
lie felt himself in imagination dragging at each remove a 
lengthening chain, and that all his dreams were of bursting in 
some day upon tho stage of English life a splendid personago 
with name and money from the Eepublic beyond tho Atlantic. 

" Don’t think of coming back,” the kindly Christmas went on, 
in tho full belief that he. was giving tho best possible advice. 
“ Go out there determined to stay. Send for your motlior when 
you get settled, and have hey out there.” 

Nat looked a little gloomy. ^ Are you remaining here ? ” ho 
asked, tentatively. 

" I have to remain hero for some time. I don’t know wliat I 
.shall do with myself yet. My father wished me to live in England 
— ^why, I don’t know. I sometimes wish I never had come here,” 
Christmas added, desperately. " Does it always rain like this ? 
J s th'} climate always so detestable ? I hate that sort ot,sky and 
an atmosphere like this.” 

The ISaucy Lass rounded the headland and was in the broad 
bay, and Durewoods was extinguished. 

Meanwhile Mario Challoner, weather-bound, was endeavouring 
to the best of her power to amuse her father’s guests. She played 
a game of billiards with Captain Cameron, and she showed her 
pr nts and photographs and music to Mrs. Scagraves ; and sho 
played chess with Mr. Ronald Vidal, andrhe sang to her, and she 
sang to him. She was sorry Christmas had gone, but glad on 
the whole that she had known him ; glad, though his coming had 
brought with it some little forebodings perhaps of perplexity and 
pain. She thought of him with kindly memory,*hnd with hope 
to meet him again, and she even missed him, and wished that she 
had had him for a brother, or even a cousin perhaps. And if tho 
day had been fine and she could have got away she would in all 
likelihood have gone to the beautiful little lonely hollow in the 
breast of the wood where she hal’d been with him. But if the day 
had been fine she would probably haye taken Mrs. Seagraves and 
Mr. Ronald Vidal too. 
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CHAPTER X. 

‘'is durewoods not the same?” 

Most of ns beliovo in an ideal Self—sometbing moving dimly in 
advance of us in life and kept apart from ns continually by 
practical business, or by fits and starts' lost siglit of as the real 
man wanders away after tomptatic j, but still to bo seen every 
now and then in glimpses, iliis is perhaps the Genius of the 
Roman mythology wliich pertained to every individuality. It' 
is the imago of wliat one would have been if everything had 
gone exactly as it ought to have gone : if wo had not been so 
poor when wo were young, or so rich when wo were young ; if 
this person who has hardly any excuse had not tempted us ; or 
tliat other, who has absol utely no excuse had not thwarted us. 
The world and the flesh and the other influence must have 
taken a terrible hold of a man when ho is not allowed sometimes 
to catch a glimpse of this ideal Self. 

The world and the flesh had not so blurred the eyesight of 
•Sir John Ohalloner but that ho sometimes saw, or fancied ho 
saw, this ideal Self. It was visible dimly when ho read in his 
library, but far more clearly and certainly when he was in the 
company of his dau^nter. It pleased him to think that in 
her company — that is, when they two were alone — he was then 
and only his real self. Perhaps a critic, if ho could have known 
of thisjbelief imd analysed the evidence that supported it, would 
have said that Sir John Ohalloner, in his daughter's company, 
was only performing a part in order to hold her esteem and 
affection and be a hero in her eyes. But Sir John always told 
himself that with her ho was what ho would have been in tho 
•world and in life if things had,. gone otherwise; if he had not 
been driven to take up with ambition ; if getting on in London 
were not so exacting a pursuit ; and if a man who sprang from 
nothing had not so much to contcncl with. Tho unhappy artist 
in Murger's “ Bohemia ” cries out over tho coflin of his mistress 
that it is his youth thrfy are burying ; if Sir John Ohalloner had 
been doomed to stand beside his daughter’s grave he Avould havo 
felt a similar pang of tortured egotism, and bewailed his ideal 
Self buried along with her. 

Sir John was late in going to rest *and early in rising. Ho 
accommodated himself to at least half tho proverbial conditions 
of amassing liealth, wealth, and knowledge. His daughter, as 
wo know, took after him in sitting up late, and— sometimes— in 
rising early. Sir John knew that while ho was in London Marie 
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was in the habit of sitting up in her room reading for hours after 
every other creature in the house and in Durewoods had gone to 
bed. lie never advised her against such a practice or even 
suggested to her, as elders are wont to do, that late hours and 
lamplight were likely to wither the roses of her youth. ITo 
never crossed her in anything, and Imrdly ever gave her any 
direct advice. Ho had an idea that elder peoplo commonly loso 
their influence over the young by boring thorn with advice which 
young people never take Except under coercion. Besides, he 
told himself that ho w’as nj means sufficiently certain about 
anything to make it worth hiS wlyle to loso the full confidence 
of his daughter by preaching to her this line of conduct rather 
thcin thill. When Sir John married he found that his wife had 
strong religious convictions. Ho had none him.^olf; ho did not 
care inticli either way, he said, lor that sort of thing; he was far 
too active and busy to have time to think about such subjects. 
So he told his wife that she was free to bring uf the children in 
any wiy and to any faith she liked. That was only ftiir, ho 
IhoughI, as she had some decided opinions, and ho had not. If 
her creed proved to bo right in the end, the children would 
clearly liavo gained by it ; and of course if ho proved to bo in 
the right they would bo none the worse. " The children ” turned 
out to bo only Mario, and when Sir J ohn was in Durewoods ho 
wont, to church with Marie on Sundays if she wished it. 

' 'he result of all this was that Sir Jphn always seemed a 
delightful companion and a sort of hcro*to his daughter, and 
that ho had a genuine influence over her, which would liavo 
weighed heavily upon a man endowed with a profounder sense 
of responsibility. • 

The night of the day when Christmas loft for London Mario 
sat up reading in her turret chamber, the ibom in which 
Nathaniel Cramp had done honour to the chatelaine. Two 
soft lamps lighted tho room, and, though tho rain was still 
falling heavily, one of tho windows stood open, and tho sharp 
little v/ind that had blown all day switched a long branch every 
nov/ and then dripping across tho ojiening. Marie put down her 
book occasionally and looked out across the wind-shaken trees 
and over the gusty sky with its hurrying and ghost-like clouds. 
She felt very happy in tho j)octic variety or tho wild wet night. 
In tho country you must livo on sensations or bo content to 
vegetate; and Mario could not vegetate. So after a lovely 
summer day there was delicious variety in the stormy anach- 
ronism of wind and rain; «,s company pleased her after solitude, 
and then when the company had gone, welcome to solitude 
again. It amused and pleased her father often to observe how 
many of his peculiarities she had. 

Mario was expecting her father lo come to her room. She 
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knew he would come when the latest of his guests had left liim. 
About eleven o’clock he made his appearance and settled himself 
down, as was his wont, for a talk. 

" You are never sleepy at night, Marie — still the same ? ” 

" Never, papa. Is that a very bad thing ? ” 

I suppose so ; you £^e like your hapless father in that way. 
We can’t help it, dear ; and we still live. Good people always 
go to bed early.” 

" So I have always heard. But It is so delightful to read at . 
night.” • j. 

'‘It is — and you look wonderfully well, Marie. TIow do you 
like Ronald Vidal?” 

“ Well, I don’t know. Ho is very now to me : and he is odd, 
and ho seems clover. Is lie old or is ho young ? ” 

“ Doesn’t his face tell his story ? ” 

“ Ho is handsome ! and of course he looks young. But ho 
seems to have withered up prematurelj" — ho reminds mo of the 
stories of changelings — Welsh fairy stories, are they not ? And 
Breton, I think — old Merlin has told me of such things.” 

“ Old heads arc on many young shoulders in London now, 
Marie— shoulders of girls, dear, as well as of boys. I sometimes 
think we of the elder generation are the only young people ; and 
I would insist upon it CTorywhcre but that I am afraid to argue 
myself young now would only prove me old.” 

Marie looked with a smile of admiration at her tall, handsome, 
dark-haired father. * 

" Mr. Ronald Vidal must be about a century and a half older 
than you, papa. We count time by heart-throbs, you know — so 
Festus says-iywas it not Festus ? ” 

" Then you think palpitations of tlio heart have made Vidal 
grow promatufely old ? I shouldn’t have thought that, Mario ; 
but I am glad if you think so.” 

"Heart! No, I didn’t mean that; I applied my quotation 
badly. I don’t suppo.se he haa^any heart to speak of.” 

"Perhaps ho doesn’t wear it on his sleeve for young women 
to peck at.” 

"Daws I think it is in Shakespeare, papa; but daws and 
young women I suppose arc pretty much the same.” 

Sir John smiled. * 

" He is a very clover young fellow, Marie ; he has plenty of 
brains.” 

" Yes, I suppose so. But why does he talk of lacc ? ” 

" Of lace, dear ? ” c 

" He talked to mo a great deal to-day about lace and old 
china.” 

" Well, old china wasn’t so bad perhaps. This age of progress, 
you know, has discarded Greek art for old china, and we have 
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thrown over the Venetian school of colourists for the artists of 
Ja]jiin. Vidal always likes to be abreast of the latest intellectual 
developments.” 

“ And the lace ? ” 

“ Tiiat was to please you, I dare say. He doesn’t talk to me 
about lace. Men of a certain order of mind always mean to pay 
a compliment to a woman when they ass'ume that she only cares 
about lace and that sort of thing. ]hit if you show Vidal that 
that is not your line he will ¥ery soon find some other subject. 
I’ll tell him, if you like, tj|at you are a very clever, ^tellectual 
young woman, and that you cjfre no more about lace than he 
does.” • 

“ Oh, please don’t do that — it would frighten him ; ho would 
think Die a sort of Minerva, and I shouldn’t like that. Let him 
think m-'. as silly as ho pleases. I like him very ihuch as ho is; 
he is cpiite an odd and curious study — ^and when is he going 
away ? ” • 

He never stays long anywhere. But you will see him. very 
often i'l town. How do you like young Pembroke ? ” 

** Very much. There is something about him so fresh and 
unstudied. He seems so young ; and yet not stupid and awkward 
like a boy.” 

“He is the son of one of my oldest friends— you know, 
Marie ? ” 

. To told me, dear ; and Miss Lyle too. I hope you mean to 
bo very kind to him.” • 

“ 1 think I shall take him under my charge altogether, if I 

can— if he will fall into my ways. Ho is very young .” Sir 

John hesitated. 

But he will grow, dear, — he will grow. 1 am^so glaH to 
hear that y^Du will help him on.. I was going to make it my 
humble petition to you — on my knees, if you insisted — that you 
would do something for that good, clever boy. I suppose he is 
poor — at least not rich. He told mo that** , 

“ Making you his confidant alrcTidy, Marie ? ” 

“ Oh yes, papa. I think I asked him to tell me all about 
himself; and he told me everything — everything! But your 
suspicion is TOong, papa, for a^l that.” ^ 

*‘My suspicion, ]\Taric?” Sir John asked, little uneasy that 
she should think he had any suspicion. 

“ Yes, dear; I saw you smile! You think ho was trying to 
secure my influence with you — that was your idea. Confess.” 

“ Sir John smiled again—this time a good deal relieved. 

” You were quite wrong indeed, papa. Ho had nothing of 
the kind in his mind. On the contrary, I think ho is full of a 
sort of fierce indopondenco — like some wild bird. We must be 
very cautious with him or he will fly away.” 
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“ Well, Marie, we will respect his spirit of independence. It 
is not a fault which troubles us too often in modern life. 1 am 
so glad to find that you like this young fellow, for we shall see 
him pretty often in London ; and I meant to ask you, Marie, as 
a favour to myself and for the sake of times that you can’t 
remember, to be specially friendly and attentive to this poor 
lad.'' 

" How glad I am that I know him and like him so much 
already! I have grown quite attaqjied to him; and this is not — 
I see you smile again— this is not onf of my sudden likings, and 
I shall nol drop him in a monS^nt. I have made him a study, 
and I am sure I know him thoroughly; and I feel convinced 
that I shall always like him." 

“ I liope so, ]\rario. Why I want you to bo especially civil to 
him is this — Mo shall have many men among our acquaintances 
in London of very different position and fortunes and prospects 
from poor Pembroke ; and men of course of far greater talent — 
mon^of name and mark and all that; and I should be sorry if he 
thought that wo looked down upon him, whatever they — I mean 
whatever others— might do." 

" No one over shall think that of me," Lady Disdain said 
with generous warmth. 

" Nor of me, dear." 

" Oil, they couldn’t think it of you. You are always doing 
generous things. Nobody thinks you could be impelled by any 
mean feeling. But women are so ungenerous sometimes — I don’t 
mean to be so, and people shall know it.” 

Sir John then turned the conversation away to other things. 
Mario did not forget to ask for his influence in some way or 
othSr on llhhalf of Nat Cramp; and Sir John, premising that 
from what h» had observed lie fully believed Nathaniel to be an 
inflated young idiot, promised nevertheless. It was Miss Marie’s 
sincere opinion that her father could make the fortune of any 
one whom ho pleased to patronise. They then talked of hooks 
and new poets. Sir John alVays took care to keep ui) with tho 
new things, and to profess to admire them, whether he did or 
not, if his daughter did, lest he should seem in her eyes uncom- 
panionable or elderly ; and ho afways took care to avoid pro- 
fessing undue admiration for things which "were so in his time." 
At last ho rose to go away. His daughter stood up, threw one 
arm around his neck, and kissed him. He held her apart for a 
moment, and looked with admiration and a sort of wonder, real 
or assumed, at her tall and finely developed figure. 

"Why, Marie,” he said, "you are a woman at last— a grown 
and even a tall woman I You were a little girl tho other day, 
and now you are fit to be married ! When we go to London m 
tho winter you will have suitors enough, 1 dare say. But we 
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mustn’t take up with the first comer, Marie—you and I. You 
are far too clever and too handsome a woman not to have am- 
bition.” 

" Is ambition so fine a thing ? ” Marie asked thoughtfully, 
and without noticing her father’s praises. 

“ Is anything fine ? ” Sir John said, with a slightly cynical 
movement of his shoulders. I don’t know, Mario, if anything 
in life really deserves to be called fine. But ambition survives 
most things in certain natur(Ss ; in people, perhaps, like you and 
me. And when one has g^at jifluence one can do great good.” 
** That is true,” the girl sai(f sloyly, “ that is quite true.*’ 
‘‘People rail at ambition, mydcar,Avho have not the capacity 
f<n’ siiert If I had not been ambitious, Marie, hew could I 
ever have been in a position to do any good, or Jend a helping 
hand to mortal V I have done some good in my time, and shall 
again, and so will you. You will havo influence and power some 
day. 1 see it ! And you will use it well ! Ye*s, love, you are 
<luito a woinan ! At last~so soon ! Good night, Marie.” * 
lie kissed licr affectionately and left the room. 

Mario stood for a short while where he had loft her, and 
alone though she was, her face seemed to glow. The long, sweet, 
blank days of girlhood were over, then, and she was a woman ! 
And there was a great world in which she w^as promised a 
career, and iifluencc, and rank, and power of doing good. She 
might bo oi herself a benefactress and jjn influence, and be 
looked up to, and feel that she was something in existence. She 
had not thought of such things for women. A man may know 
or dream that he is on the threshold of a career; but the life of 
a girl is so different. And yet now hero are pi*on]if)tings«and 
counsels which tell her that she, too, may have ambition and 
.success. Her heart palpitated. 

Slie turned to the window and looked upon the tossing trees 
and the wild waste sky, 

“ I wish the night wxre fine,” she said hftlf aloud. “ Is Miss 
Lyle right — already ? Is Durewoods not the same ? ” 

Tliat night Marie dreamed of being a groat princess, and 
of becoming a splendid patroness of Christmas Pembroke and of 
Natty Cramp. • 

Sir John went down to his library meanwhile, and began to 
turn over a number of business letters, proposals, and slcetched- 
out projects, which ho had put aside in the day for more deli- 
berate consideration. But he seemed to have less than usual the 
power of turning his mind full on to these drier matters of 
business. He had a plan more intimately concerning himself in 
lis thoughts, which he meant to work out if ho could. So after 
i. while ho put his papers away, and nursed his knee, and 
bought over things. The more he thought the moore ho felt 
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satisfied tliat he had hit upon thcrip;ht policy to bring about the 
results at which he was aiming. The appearance of Christmas 
Pembroke upon his scene had been to him a very unwelcome and 
ominous apparition. The young man was handsome, attractive, 
fresh and winning in his ways, and he presented himself under 
romantic circumstances.as the son of an old, long-lost friend and 
rival, and ho came under the picturesque patronage of Dione 
Ijylc. Hero w’as something quite difieront from an ordinary 
young fellow” turning up in the bcatfen w”ay of London society; and 
Challoncr know’ tliat his daught ir w^ls impulsive and romantic, 
and ho had little doubt that,phe^ould, under certain conditions, 
be self-willed. 

Tlcsides lie bad a strong conviction that IMiss Lyle had 
brought forw’prd this youth with a set purpose. Ho felt sure 
that Liono had brought his daughter and Pembroke purposely 
togotber. Dione had loved the lad’s fatlier, and she W”as full of 
romantic ideas* and Sir John ahvays suspected that she owed 
liim h spite because of tlio efforts he had made long ago, when 
ho cared about such things, to keep her and her lover asunder. 
Ho did not know that Dione, or anybody, bad ever found out 
what stratagems ho had employed for the purpose; but ho 
assumed that she bad, and that even when she w”as most civil to 
him she cherished a spite against him. For himself, of course, 
he bad buig ceased to have any ill-feeling to anybody on the 
subject. Ho was no^w exceedingly glad that Dione Lyle had not 
married him, and lie W’as rather sorry the elder Pembroke had 
not married her if ho really cjired about her so much as all 
that. Put w’oinen, Sir John always understood, never forget 
any«cntiinental injury. Ho had for a long time been doubtful 
whether sbe really suspected the injury, but now that she hail 
so suddenly brought this lad from Jai^an plump on the scene 
Sir John w’as convinced that she knew it all, and that this w”as 
her revenge. So like a woman — so remarkably like a woman! 
Itomantic and maligli at oiicc — exactly a woman’s scheme 1 Sir 
John thought it thoroughly out, constructed for himself the 
whole labyrinth of a woman’s mind, and then explored it from 
end to end. He smiled to thinks how completely and easily he 
liad discovered the plot. He settled it for himself that Dione 
Ijylc was resolved to punish him, to mar his ambitious schemes, 
and to reward the son of her old lover by marrying Marie 
Challoncr to Christmas Pembroke. Considering the peculiar 
life his daughter had led, her loneliness, her blended cleverness 
and innocence, he owned to himself that the thing was shrewdly 
thought of, and that under favourable circumstances, and with 
guardian-eyes less w”atchful than his own, it possibly might 
have succeeded. 

The one part of the scheme which he thought clumsily 
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worked out was tho story about Dione Lylo having only learned 
of Christmas Pembroke's existcnco by a chance paragraph in the 
newspapers. That he thought was x)oor — it was too obviously 
absurd. It was thoroughly feminine. It amused him to t!iink 
of his old love fancying she could got him to believe that. lie 
liad no doubt young Pembroke believed it; for tho boy was 
evidently quite ingenuous and simple, and it was tlie sort of 
romantic thing which a boy would like to believe. But Sir 
John Clialloner had lived raMier too long in the world to be thus 
deceived, and he felt sure ‘♦hat Jlione had watched fojr years over 
tho career of licr old lover's 4on,^ and probably had been the 
means of inducing the elder Pembroke to start with the boy for 
Europe. Sir John was a clever man, but in studying liuman 
nature his light was not sufficiently dry, to adopt Bacon's 
phrase. He came to every subject with a preVSous theory, to 
which all inquiries and discoveries had to fit themselves. That 
theory was that everybody had a motive. For the not incon- 
.siderablo numlor of persons who even where their own interests 
arc concerned are incapable of devising a secret motive, or keep- 
it in force half an hour, who never think of deciding anything 
until the decision has to bo made, and who then do Just what 
they think right and fair — for this happily not inconsiderable 
class he made no allowance. 

Seeing Hio plot, then, how was he to countermine it ? Not 
certainly l*j the silly and vulgar old devise of endeavouring to 
kcoj) his daughter and Pembroke asunderf He was not enough 
of an old stager to have any faith in that sort of thing now. 
'Chat is the way, he well knew, in which blunder-headed parents 
have over and over again driven girls into objectionably love 
affairs and odious marriages. Sir John made u])'his mind at 
once to bind Chri itmas Pembroke to him by the strongest ties of 
gratitude and interest, and thus to become the boy’s master, to 
press the lad on Marie as an object of friendly and patronising 
attention, and at the same time to keep gently touching, thrill- 
ing, causing to echo with long vibrations, tho chord of ambition 
and of self-love which ho believed to bo in his daughter's heai’t 
as in the heart of every wonjan. To do him justice, he was too 
fond of his daughter to be content with the mojje prospect of 
preventing a foolish match. He was auxidus to save her from 
the pain and disappointment of a foolish love. Thus far, ho 
thought, things had gone very well. He drew a good augury 
from the manner in which he had seen his daughter's eyes light 
up and then sink when h» spoke to her of ambition. 

How incalculably stronger ambition was than love the suc- 
cessful man well knew. He had outlived all the emotions of his 
youth in regard to love affairs ; but Ambition, though she had 
little of the virgin, had always kept her lamp bui-ning in his 
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heart. He knew quite well now that if lie had married Dione 
Lyle when ho was young she would long ago have wholly ceased 
to interest him, even though they niiglit liavc led never so 
happy a life together. In his proposed policy with regard to 
Christmas tlierc was a considerable amount cf gcuuino good 
nature ; for altliough he felt towards his daughter an almost 
painful, almost distracting affection, yet he thought any youth 
to be pitied who, without vrealih or iiosition, could persuade 
even her to marry him for love. Net ordy would it be infinitely 
liappier for JMaric not to marry for lovD, but it would be happier 
likewise for*Mario*s lover. Ho wws convinced that in the depths 
of his daughter's dark eyes ^le saw the germs of a lire more 
powerful and enduring than that of love. Once set that fire of 
firabition burning, and it would leave no place for feebler lights. 


CHAPTER XI. 

"gather ye roses while ye may.” 

What was the curious, hardly explicable impulse which kept 
Marie from visiting Miss Lyle for some days after Christmas 
Pembroke had left Dtirewoods ? JMiss Lyle herself would prob- 
ably have smiled in her good-natured, half-melancholy, half- 
satirical way, and assumed that the absence of the handsome 
youn^ man was explanation enough even if Mario had not new 
guests at home to amuse and distract her. Dione would not 
have been offended or annoyed. Girls must be all like that, she 
thought; and she was rather pleased that Mario should have 
liked the son of her old friend so well as to think the balcony a 
different place when Jio was not there. But perhaps Marie’s 
kindly friend misjudged her. Marie may have kept away for 
another reason, bhe drew back for tlio moment from Miss Lyle 
jierhaps as a Roman Catholic who (eels subtle doubts arising in 
his mind abemt the truth of the faith in which he has been 
nurtured miglit shu» the presence of the teacher whoso counsels 
he begins to fear arc no more for him. 

"What is ambition?” Mario asked aloud one morning at 
breakfast. Only Mrs. Seagraves, Captain Cameron, and Mr. 
Vidal were with her. Sir John had breakfasted earlier, and was 
writing letters in his study. 

Captain Cameron was engaged with a radish, which consti- 
tuted the staple of his ordinary breakfast. Mrs. Seagraves sipp^ 
some tea, with her head drooping gracefully to Ihe left. She 
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wore a morning dress of pale blue muslin with white lilies 
curiously enwrought. 

Everybody looked up as the question was propounded. Mr. 
Vidal did not burst forth with a rapid dissertation to settle tho 
matter, as ]\e usually did when any one had a doubt on any 
subject; and as the company generally expected explanations 
from him no one said anything. So Mario gravely repeated her 
question— 

What is ambition ? ” • 

“A conundrum, Miss Shalloner?” asked Mr. Vi^al lazily. 

If so, I give it up.” ^ 

No ; I ask for information, as tlte people say in the House of 
Commons nr at public meetings, I believe. What is ambition ? ” 
“ It’s the last, infirmity of noble minds,” Captain Cameron 
explained, being driven to bay. • 

‘'But what does that mean. Captain Cameron? what does 
that tell me?” • 

" Nothing, I suppose. I never looked much into tho mean- 
ing of it ; but ( verybody quotes it.” 

“ What is the last infirmity of noble minds ? ” 

" Why ambition, of course. Didn’t I quote it for you ? ” 

" Yes ; but what does that mean? ” 

“ There you have mo,” tho Legitimist said gravely ; ” but I 
think ambition is a splendid sort of thing. 1 don’t believe a 
man is worth his salt who hasn’t a touch of ambition.” 

“ Oh, I love ambition ! ” Mrs. SeagravoS said, with enthu- 
siasm, and with her head more than ever on one side, and one 
taper finger lightly supporting her chin. “ It is the nurse of 
everything great. I should like to bo ambitious—^ mu^ be 
so nice! Of course 1 shouldn’t like to be ambitious in the 
wrong sort of way. 1 hate that sort of ambition — Napoleon and 
Alexander the Great, and people like that. I used to love them 
once — when I was a girl. I was quite in love with Napoleon — 
oh ! quite in love, I declare. Not really in Ipve — downright love 
— and besides he was dead ; but in love as girls are with heroes. 
But I don’t love that sort of ambition any more.” 

" Ambition in a man I understand,” said Marie, not greatly 
enlightened by this last expression of opinion; "but a woman? 
What has a woman to be ambitious for ? ” ♦ 

"You are quite right,” Captain Cameron approvingly an- 
swered, though in fact no opinion had been offered; " it’s absurd 
and ridiculous and unladylike. There won’t be a lady left in 
England soon if that sort oi thing goes on.” 

Captain Cameron wa^ evidently regarding feminine ambition 
as a new development of woman’s rights. Mrs. Seagraves broke 
out with a fresh burst of enthusiasm for woman’s ambition. 
Mr. Vidal, who did not care for discussions, or general conver- 
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f^atioiij said notliiug. And Marie found that she could hardly 
get her question satisfactorily answered just then. 

Indeed she had not started the subject with any idea of 
obtaining enlightment for herself, but partly because it was 
pressing on her mind, and partly because she was curious to 
know whether Mr. Vidal was himself an ambitious man. Sir 
John Challoner's words had left a deep and in many ways an 
alarming impression on her mind, and they seemed somehow to 
chime in with Miss Lyle’s prediction — that once she left Dure- 
woods she^would never return tg it \vyth the same feelings as sho 
had now. It may bo that Maritc was only too conscious within 
herself of the first throbbirfgs of an emotion which had started 
into life, at her father’s words. 

Mr. Vidal was a disappointing person at first. Marie was 
loft a good deal in his company, for her father took charge of 
Mrs. Seagraves, and Cai)tain Cameron generally went off on 
restless excursions of his own. Vidal apparently did not care a 
strav' for woods and water and scenery. He hardly looked at 
anything out of doors. He talked almost incessantly ; and talked 
a great deal about art, about pictures, and oven about land- 
scapes; but ho never seemed to allow his eyes to rest upon 
anything in nature. Ho told Mario all about tho present 
season of tho Eoyal Academy, and tho past seasons, and tho 
Salon in Paris ; and he assured her that somebody of whom she 
had never heard before was by far tho greatest English artist 
now living, and that^somebody of whom sho was equally ignorant 
was a mere charlatan and trickster whom all tho world now was 
finding out. He told her how very absurd Lady Letitia 
Severance^ was making herself with her collections of china, 
which word not the right things at all, and in fact were absolutely 
worthless. Ho had brand-new opinions upon everything. Any 
colerated artist of past or present time whom Marie in her 
innocence happened to mention with admiration ho assured 
her was cared for by nobody now, and was found to have a 
thoroughly false method. Ho rattled off the names of strings 
of poets and other authors of whom our untutored heroine had 
never heard, and ho assured her that these were the persons who 
now absorbpd public attention; and ho went into fluent and 
msthetic dissertations upon their respective merits until Miss 
Challoner felt perfectly ashamed of her ignorance. It was the 
same thing with music, of which ho convinced her in the easiest 
and most offhand way that sho knew absolutely nothing, or 
rather that she was much worse qff than if she had known - 
nothing, inasmuch as all her ideas wore wrong, and her teaching 
had been imparted on a false method. Then he went on to the 
opera, and told her all about that; and then he analysed the 
merits of various theatres and acti esses, and explained an 
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entirely now dramatic principle, to which ho meant to give a 
chance as soon as ho could get hold of a theatre and raise the 
money somehow. In the famous fateful little liollow among 
tho woods ho engaged in a voluble and earnest dissertation on 
the absurdly erroneous principle on which some people wore 
now decorating their ceilings. 

Mr. Vidal was an entirely new creation to Marie Challoner. 
lie seemed wonderfully clever, she thought, and he appeared to 
know everything and everyone; and ho was necessarily, there- 
fore, interesting if you c(^ila only keep your attention fixed all 
the time. But that was not %Lisy in the open air fol* a girl who 
was fond of tho effects of light and shade, and trees and water, 
and who was longing at every step to call attention to something 
that she thought worth looking at. It was true that Christmas 
Pembroke, too. seemed at first to have no eyes for tho scenery, 
but then he could sec things when they were pointed out, and 
his ways and talk were all more sympathetic. Qiristmas seemed 
very young to her ; Eoiiald Vidal appeared very old. She remem- 
bered what her father had told her about Vidal’s talent for finance 
and his love of enterprise and speculation, and it became a marvel 
to her how he contrived to find time in life for so many things, 
and for tho elaborate culture of so many various fields of know- 
ledge. She gave up tho sun and sky for the moment, and set 
herself seriously to study this new phenomenon. 

“ You s '.om to know everybody, Mr. Vidal—poets, painters, 
authors, politicians, actresses.” • 

“Yes, I know a lot of people; I like to know people. Of 
course one doesn’t know life if one doesn’t know the men and 
women who make it up. Look at the things you read or tho 
things you hear said in tho House sometimes aTTout fbroign 
politics by fellows who only pick up their notions out of books. 
Things can’t be known in that way. Go to the places ; meet the 
people; talk to the men; smoko a cigar with them; set them 
talking— that is tho way to understand questions. Men study 
history— all right of course ; very good. I make a point of going 
and hearing a few debates in Berlin or Versailles, and I have a 
few chats with Bismarck and Thiers and Gambetta. It’s the 
same thing at homo. I w^fnt to see things from everybody’s 
point of view. I know Bradlaugh, and I l^ow Odger.” 

“And all tho poets and authors? Some of them I am 
ashamed to say I am not at all acquainted with.” 

“ I know them all. Some of them, you know, one meets in 
^ciety, quite often ; but a lot of them live rather to themselves, 
in out of the way places, *and people don’t always know how to 
pt at them. But I find my way among them easy enough, for I 
know ever so many of the newspaper men — ^in fact, I write a 
good deal for one or two of the papers.” 
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'' How can yon find the time for all that ? ” 

“Why not? There is plenty of time in life if people only 
were qnick and knew how to make use of it/* 

“ And in all those pursuits now — art, literature, joumahsm, 
criticism, finance — and Japanese fans and old china — which 
really is the one that most attracts you? I am positively 
curious to know that, if 1 am not rude in asking ? *’ 

“ You couldn’t be rude in asking mo anything, Miss Ghalloner. 
Well, you see, as to that, none of t^jese things is really in what 1 
consider my vocation/* 

“ Indeed ! not oven finance, i\» which papa says you are sa 
clever? And do you know^Mr. Vidal, lam not sure that 1 
quite understand what finance means ? ** 

“ Oh, you wouldn’t care to know. It wouldn’t interest you 
at all. Jiut os to my special vocation — ^you were kind enough to 
ask ? No, it’s not finance. My game of life, if I had my way, 
would be politics.” 

“Indeed? But you are already engaged in politics, I 
thought ? ” 

They wore now on the top of the hill, from which the view 
extended at one side broad over the outer bay, to the horizon 
beyond which lay, in Marie’s favourite fancy, the shores of the 
wondrous lands of poetry and romance, and the children of 
the sun. 

“You really must look at that view,” she said almost 
pathetically. “ Every one admires it. Is it not wonderful ? ” 

“ Beautiful, beautiful I I have seen something like it some- 
where — can’t quite remember where; perhaps it’s in one of 
Saltmar’s pictures; year before last, I think. Yes, it was in 
that. • Veryiino view indeed ! You are very fortunate. A little 
windy here, isu’t it ? Your veil was near going. Don’t you like 
the tawny -green veils, with the Egyptian gold on the edges ? 
You haven’t seen them ? You would be sure to like them. Tell 
Ghalloner to send you some. I’ll let him know the place to get 
them. They are made specially, and a great many nice women 
have taken to them lately. 

" Well, wo were speaking of politics,” Marie said, giving up 
the view from the hill for good and*all. “ I was rude enough to 
be curious abfiut yoiv vocation.” 

“ Oh, yes. Well, Miss Ghalloner, my strongest desire is for 
political success. I want to be in the House of Commons.” 

“ At last he is in earnest,” Marie said to herself, and she was 
glad of it. Vidal had stopped short as they were descending the 
hill, and he looked with a certain strength of resolve on his 
handsome face. 

“ But I suppose you could easily get there,” she said. “ It 
surely is not difficult for one like you.” 
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“ It isn’t difficult to get in, perhaps, although it costs a deuced 
lot of money — excuse the expression, Miss Ohalloner, it slipped 
from me — ^a great deal of money in these days ; and I haven’t 
much mo j icy, as you know I dare say — almost nothing of my 
own. I did make some few thousands once or twice under 
(Jlialloner’s directions ; but I muddled the money all away on 
theatres and fads of that sort ; and perhaps might do the same 
again if I had the chance. But it isn’t merely getting into the 
IJouse. I know I could get y there. I want — to tell you the 
trutli — to be Foreign Minislpr. That is my ambition.” 

“ Ambition ! Then you too ^jave ambition ? ” • 

“ Every one lias, I suppose. Yon liave, I am sure.” 

“ Why do you think so ? ” 

“ I don’t know that I could give a very clear answer. Some- 
thing in your look, perhaps. And every woman of spirit who is 
worth any tiling has ambition.” 

“ But ambition for what ? What can a womaij bo ? ” 

“ She can bo an influence — a jiowcr. She could be the wife of 
a statesman, and do great things in politics herself. She could 
be a queen of society. Oh yes, a woman might do great things 
— and help a man to do great things too.” 

Mario became thoughtful for a moment, and Mr. Vidal too was 
silent. Then she started a different subject. 

“ You who know so many artists, Mr. Vidal, and are so fond 
of music, ou^ lit to pay a visit to Miss Lyle — Miss Dione Lyle. 
She is a del igntful 'woman, and a picture in herself.” 

dial loner has told mo of her — of her being settled here I 
mean. I always thought she was living in Franco somewhere.” 

“ Did you know her, then ? ” 

"I remember having heard her^ — ^years ago, when T\vas Very 
young.” 

Indeed ? ” Maiie asked eagerly. “ What was she — great 
singer ? ” 

“ The greatest concert-singer of her time— English singer, I 
mean,” ho said. " At least so I anr told. But her style is quite 
out of date now.” 

“ She retired very early and unexpectedly, did she not ? ” 

“ I believe so ; there was gbme romantic story about her, 1 
think ; hut I have forgotten what it was, if I evdr heard it. 
I should think her voice must have been going; women don’t 
give up a career like that without good reason, you know.” 

” But she is not hke most women, I fancy.” 

“No? Perhaps not. Of course you can’t count on what 
some women may do.” * 

“ Then she really was a success ? ” Marie said meditatively.. 
“ She really reached the height of her ambition — ^in the career 
that she had chosen ? ” 
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“ Well, yes — I believe so.” 

“ And stepped down from the height again ? ” 

" For some reason or other — yes.” 

" And is forgotten now ? ” 

" I should think pretty nearly forgotten.” 

“So much for ambition! Was it worth the trouble, I 
wonder ? ” Marie asked rather of licrsclf than of him. 

“ One can^t help it; one has to go on.” 

“ What docs it come to in the end ? ” 

“ Why, what docs anything come to in the end ” Mr. Vidal 
asked. “Nobody thinks of thaA in' the beginning. And if ho 
did it wouldn’t matter three straws — ho would go on all tho 
same — if going on was his way, I mean.” 

“ I have an idea — I don’t well know why,” Marie said, striving 
to interest him in Miss Lyle’s story, bccan so just now it filled lier 
own mind greatly, “ that she made a sacrifice — of some kind — 
to her ambitiop, and that now she thinks it was not worth tho 
sacrifice.” 

“I dare say — ^very likely. But then if sho had done the 
other thing she would probably think now that that was the 
sacrifice.” 

“ Men might,” Marie began, “ but a woman— I don’t know,” 
and then she stopped, thinking it absurd to set about discussing 
sentimental problems of life Avith l\Ir. Vidal. 

“There’s a good deal of nonsense in the world about tho 
peculiarities of mcK and women,” said Vidal' “I have studied 
women a good deal, and I think they are just about as practical 
and ambitious as wo are, in the long run. Anyhow life is a tempt- 
ing game, and some people, man or woman, can’t keep out of it. 
Thc^ can’t sit on tho bank and look on ; they have to go in, even 
if they makQ a muddle of it and have to sneak out beaten in 
the end.” 

“ I don’t believe it,” exclaimed Mario. “ Yes, I do, though,” 
she quickly added. 

That’s as Mrs.' Seagraves might have put it,” Vidal said 
and then they both laughed, and tho subject was not brought up 
again. Marie started her companion off on some other topic 
whereon he could dissertate uninterrupted until they reiurnod 
home. Shd felt wearied and depressed somehow after her walk ; 
but she was now satisfied that there was more in Mr. Vidal than 
sho thought when he talked to her of lace. 

Not many days after this Dione Lyle received a parting visit 
from Sir John Challoner and his daughter. 

“ We are going sooner than I intended at first,” Sir John said. 
“ I shall take Mario to Pau for a short time. Cameron is to cross 
ihe Pyrenees, and I shall go with him that way as far as I can. 
1 should like to have a look at things in that region. Partly 
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business, partly pleasure — ^so men like me have to combine 
things, ]\Iiss Lyle.” 

“ITas Captain Cameron talked you into Carlism?” Diono 
asked. 

Sir John smiled. '' Oh no ; I am only a man of business, not 
a political i)artisan. But he wants mo to do things which would 
be fairly enough in my line if I could see my way. Anyhow 
jMarie will have a holiday, and then wo can settle down for the 
winter and tlic season in London.” 

Marie liad hardly spokelt tlius far. • 

“ I do so much want to gdt oi^p of those roses, Miss Lyle, 
from >0111* hcdg»i down by the water,” she said. “May I have 
one ? '' 

Of poursc. d 'ar. Shall I tell Janet to get you as many as 
you like?” 

“ Tliank you, I should much prefer to go down and get them 
for myself.” • 

“As yoii please, Marie.” • 

Mario rather hastily loft the room, and was presently seen 
near tlio roco busJios at the water’s edge. Dione and Sir John 
both looked for a moment in silence at her. 

“ Marie grows a beautiful girl,” Miss Lyle said. “ Take care 
of her, John.” 

“You d« n’t think she looks unwell, or delicate?” he asked 
anxiously. ^ You don’t mean that, Diono J ” These two never 
addressed each otiicr in so familiar a manner in the presence of 
any listener. 

“ Oh no, she seems to mo in the full glow of health. I mean 
to take care of lior happiness.” ^ ,, 

“ Do you thinli anybody could care as much about her hap- 
piness as I do, Die. no V ” 

“ No ; but you may not be the best judge of what constitutes 
a woman’s abiding happiness. Jjook hero, John Challonor, you 
are a sort of hero in that girl’s^ eyes— t¥y to keep up your 
character. Don’t teach her to sacrilico herself to your ambition, 
or to hors, I don’t care which.” 

“ ' All for love’ or ' the world well lost,' I suppose is your motto 
now, Dione ? It w\as not so once, I think. But I’l] take caro of 
her. I am going to take care of your youffg friend, too — Pem- 
broke’s sou. I mean to help that lad to make his fortune if I 
can — for the sake of old acquaintanceship. We don’t lose all 
our.human feelings in the City, Dione.” 

Miss Lyle looked up with surprise in her soft melancholy 
eyes. 

“ Are you really going to be so kind to him, John, for tho 
sake of old friendships ? ” 

“ Why should you doubt it? ” 
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I ought not to have doubted it, perhaps ; but I am glad to 
hear it — and I believe it, and I think tlierc is a great deal of good 
in you, after all ! Well, I have some schemes of my own vaguely 
shaping themselves for him too." 

“I know you have," Sir John thought, with the quiet satis- 
faction of one well on his guard, but ho said nothing. 

" And I will tell you of tliem some time, when I hear from 
you how he gets on, and all that. I feel really grateful to you, 
and I think," she added, smilingly, " I may trust your daughter’s 
happiness to you, after all." 

At tliat moment lilario entered the room with her freshly 
gathered roses and memorio*S. 

“ And you are going into the great world, Mario ! Miss Lyle 
said. “ Jlo you know tliat I feel a little like the old broken-down 
discharged sOidiers I iised to see in French villages taking leave 
of some bright young conscript? Well, you must be. sure to 
come back unwouiided and tell us of the wars.” 

Mario hardly spoke. She was much more moved than she 
had expected to be. A kindly embrace, a glance backwards, and 
the parting was over. 

So Durewoods is to remain a lonely place for some time to 
come. Diono Lyle, sitting in her balcony, is to watch the trees 
growing browner and redder under the darkening skies of autumn, 
and is at last to retire from her balcony altogether, and look 
through the glass of her windows at the rain-beaten sea, where 
in the winter month'fe the Satwy Lass makes but one passage each 
way every day, and the wind tears spitefully through tfis now 
hare and ragged branches on which lately grow the roses gathered 
by Mario*,^ 


t CHAPTER XIL 

THE OHUnCH OF TUE FUTURE. 

« 

The happy ^ays when wo were so miserable ! Will Christmas 
Pembroke at some tater time look back and tliink the days haj^py 
when he was so miserable in his chambers, under his painted 
ceiling, after his return from Durewoods? Certainly he then 
thought himself very unhappy, and he sometimes envied with a 
bitter envy the French artist in the^ story whoso only love was 
for a lady who lived then, and who lives still, in the Louvre, ami 
who is called La Joconde. How he wished that he could love the 
goddess who floated on his ceiling ! And when he first came to 
London he almost loved her, though her limbs were somewhat 
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large and her face rather wanted for cx|)rGSBion. She was then 
a part of the whole new chapter of his life— of his freedom, 
which, however, melancholy its cause, brought his first great 
holiday— of London— of an opening career— and of hope, and 
morning, and youth, and brightness, and all the rest of it. Now 
slio was rather irksome to him, for she was so very very unlike 
Marie. Twenty times a day he wished he had never gone to 
Durewoods — had never seen Marie Challoner— had never come 
to England. For many a spqjl he found himself in good truth 
sick of life. Wo smile at^these love-pains in later days ; but, 
good Heaven, how real they a^e, and how cruel th6y are ! A 
young man vexed with them is many a time more sincerely ready 
to welcome Dcalh than the sorenest old philosopher who has 
grown into a cojiviction of the worthlessness of life. 

suppose my father bequeathed this sort of* thing to me,” 
be said to himself once with that complacent mournfulness of 
consolation which comes to us when we think that Destiny has 
marked us out ^‘It’s our luck, I suppose. He had to go 
through life disappointed, I know now; and why shouldnt I? 
Ho was a hundred times a better man.” 

If Christmas had but known it, his love, hopeless as it seemed, 
was his best stroke of fortune. Coming as it did so early, and 
taking so powerful a hold, it purified and dignified his youth. 
Heaven knows what temptations in his London holiday and his 
freedom migJ t have proved too much for him, but for this'strong 
love of his. Lord of himself— that heritage of woo ! ” Christ- 
mas was no longer lord of himself. The memory of a girl whom 
he had known for a few days hold him in bondage, now bitter 
and now sweet ; but always saving. He chafed against Jt often, 
and asked what ho had done to deserve such pain and^ne bhrren 
promise of a life wi'jherod apparently in its spring-^but he never 
broke away from it. Probably, too, his love was all the stronger 
because he desired no confidant. There are young men, as 
there aro young women, who must tell the story of their feelings 
to some one, and whoso load is really lightefied by such effusion, 
and who are fain to hear the one loved name repeated anyhow. 
Our Spartan boy from Japan had hardly any of this sentiment. 
Ho coidd tell his tale to no onfi, and he feared even to hear her 
name mentioned lest he should start and betsjiy himi^df. He did 
his worship in the catacombs. 

It is a Sunday morning, still in the summer, although 
London’s season is fading. The day is fine and sunny, the church 
bells are tolling, the chape^ bells are clinking, and the peculiar 
population of the London Sunday are abroad. There are the 
girls in their finery, with their gloves so admirably fitting, and 
their bonnets so exceedingly chaste, and yet in each of whom 
the most casual glance recognises Mary Jane of the kitchen dis- 
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gnised as a lady and going to meet lier young man. There is 
the young man l^mself with sliiny tall hat, and gloves which ho 
carries in his hands, and a cigar, and the way in which he holds 
that cigar between his lips tells, one knows not how, that it is 
a part of his Sunday get-up, and that a clay-pipe is his more 
familiar solace. There are the pair, to look at whom would surely 
have filled the heart of the author of “ Sally in our Alley,” with 
sympathy and compassion — ^the tiny milliner girl and her tiny 
lover ; the little, full-grown, slim ,woman and the little stunted, 
full-grown, pale young man with tly*. weak moustache and the 
narrow cHcst. "VVith great pride the little maid looks towards— 
even she can hardly look up to — the little man. She belongs to 
a milliner’s dressmaking-room, Jind he is perhaps an assistant at 
a clothier’s. They arc very happy now as they go for their 
Sunday walk.* They will marry with fearful prematureness, and 
she and he will soon trundle a perambulator on the Sunday ; 
and presently she will have to stay at home and mind the other 
bab^s, and the husband is far too decent a fellow to seek after 
the ideal in drink and the public-house ; and so ho and she put 
through a wan monotonous life, and will probably die early. 
Even the police-court and the leading articles trouble themselves 
not about him and her. 

Some part of the Sunday crowd passes along the Embank- 
ment under Christmas’s windows as ho smoked a cigar and looked 
out and indulged in easy moralising, and glanced again and again 
at a kindly letter from Dione Lyle. One phrase in it touched 
him keenly and curiously.' Miss Lyle was describing something 
new or altered in her house or garden, and she used the words 
" Whci;^^ you wore here.” When you wore here ! The words 
soeihcd fe* Christmas to be charged with unspeakable pathos. 
When you wore here ! — ^wlien things were as they cannot well be 
again ; before the gates had closed behind you ; before the time 
of roses was over. He put the letter down, and happening by 
chance to look up thought the smug face of liis floating goddess 
detestable, and half 'resolved 4:0 have her painted out. 

Christmas had luckily something particular to do this Sun- 
day, and he took up a card that lay on his chimney-piece to 
remind himself once more of the* time when he had to keep his 
engagement The^card was an invitation to attend at noon of 
that Sunday a meeting of the worshippers of the Church of the 
Future, Avenir Hall, Hope Place, West Centre. Pembroke had 
not yet worshipped in the Church of tlic Future, although ho 
knew some of its leading disciples or prophets. Indeed, he had 
paid a good many visits to tho house of ]\Ira. Seagraves, who 
received her friends on Sunday afternoons during certain months 
of the year. She had come to have a sort of interest in his eyes 
from the fact that her brother had gpne off in tho company of 
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the Challoners towards the Pyrenees, and she might perhaps any 
day chance to have news from Marie. Of Nathaniel Cramp, too, 
Christmas had seen something. Nathaniel now had absolutely 
severed himself from the haircutting, and was preparing for his 
grand enterprise. Christmas rather liked him, and liked tho 
memories of Durewoods which his very presence brought ; and 
^Yas amused and yet sympathetic when Nat hinted, in a dark 
and gloomy way, at misprized affection and the pangs of hopeless 
love. Ho was too much engrossed, however, in his own thoughts 
to allow his curiosity about ^ farther tlym a vaguo 

wonder as to whether it was a ©urc woods lass or some Wigmore 
Street shop-girl who was working •such ravage in the heart of 
his forlorn friend. 

" What a lu(*.ky ass he is,” Christmas thought, as ho loft his 
lodgings to attend the meeting at noon, with his*Churcli of the 
Future ! I suppose that sort of thing occupies hiin and consoles 
him, and makes him fancy himself a high priesif and a prophet, 
and I don’t know what else I I wish I had a Church of the 
Future, and wore a prophet.” 

For the occupations with which Christmas endeavoured at 
once to open up a career for himself and to drive away thought 
were rather of a dry and prosaic nature. He had become 
a member of the Institution of Civil Engineers, and he read a 
good deal in the British Museum, and ho was preparing some- 
thing very i ^aborate on tho prospects of railway extension in 
Japan, and ho attended meetings of tho (geographical Society 
and tho Society of Arts, and ho sometimes had wild ideas of 
trying to got attached to some African exploring expedition. So 
far, however, he was living on his modest income, au'JUfead not 
yet earned a sixpence; and decidedly it is a loftier sort of 
business, and more grateful to tho heroic soul, to ho engaged in 
founding a Cliurch of the Future than in speculating as to the 
extension of railways in Japan. 

The Church of the Future did not Iqpk a very inspiring 
institution in the present stage of its existence. Of course it 
was only beginning; and Rome looked a poor thing enough 
vi^hen Remus leaped its wall ; ^nd every one laughed at tho ugly 
duckling. The Church of the Future was yet in tli^ ugly duck- 
ling stage of its growth. Tho meetings or services were held in 
a shabby little hall of a shabby street in tho West Centre ; a 
hall which was habitually used in the week as a dancing-school, 
and occasionally hired as a concert-room or a place in which 
some personage, misled by, a mournful ambition, attempted to 
attract an audience to a course of lectures. The little platform 
had a dismal transparency behind it, the forms whereon could 
but dimly be made out in the wan daylight that underwent a 
process the reverse of filtration through the dull window panes; 
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and "when studied carefully, as Christmas now had leisure ta 
study them, they proved to bo a circlo of gentlemen in blue 
swallow-tail coats, light yellow trousers, white stockings, and 
dancing “ pumps ; ” and of ladies in lank semi-transparent gar- 
ments clinging to their limbs, and slippers so very mucli cut off 
the foot that it was marvellous how they held on at all. This 
melancholy crew was supposed to bo emblematic of the delights 
of the dance, and had thus been an emblem since at least the 
childhood of Madame Vestris. Eows of seats were arranged 
down the hjall, and there were tw^o private boxes level with the 
platform. Very few votaries of die Church of the Future had 
come when Christmas took Ifis scat. There were two ladies with 
short-cropped-hair, of whom one wore spectacles; and there 
were three or four young men who looked like overworked and 
sickly artisan.^; and there w^as ono elderly man with long grey 
hair thrown back, and eager moving eyebrows, who would to a 
more matured aud better informed observer than Christmas have 
suggested associations of the old days of the People’s Charter. 
Christmas -svas thinking of backing quietly out and -waiting in 
the street until more people should come, when Nat Cramp 
bustled in, all nervous and hot. 

“We’re not very punctual hero always,” said Nathaniel, 
“but they’ll come in before long. AVc have been holding a 
council meeting — and, in fact, I’m afraid there’s only too much 
likelihood of a schism.” 

“ Indeed ? How' is that ? ” Christmas asked, making the best 
effort ho could to seem deeply interested. 

“ Yes ; ” and Nat rubbed his hair wildly. “ It’s the difficulty 
aboqj; r.^’VJnition, you sec.” 

“ A definition ? Definition of what ? ” 

“What constitutes membership— don’t you see? Some of 
us think the Church of the Future ought to open its arms to all 
the world — ^all the world ! ” 

Christmas could^not help glancing round at the benches, 
still almost as empty as before. A straggler just at that moment 
looked doubtfully in and then withdrew — 

“ It’s for the future, you kno^” Nat said as if in answer to 
Christmas’Si glance — “and hero are some people, you see.” 
(Three more came* in.) “ But we must build for the future.” 

“Shingle out into the fog?” Christmas said, quoting an old 
joke from the Western States of America about a fog so thick 
that a man engaged in “shingling” or roofing liis cabin went on 
unconsciously thatching the fog for yards beyond the roof. 

“ What’s that ? ” Nat asked sharply. 

“ Oh, nothing of any consequence. Just a Western way of 
putting the thing. Excuse my interruption.” 

• “There’s Mrs. Seagraves,” whispered Natty, bowing and 
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blushing confusedly as tliat lady with throe or four companions 
entered one of the private boxes. Mrs. Scagraves smiled sweetly 
upon Christmas, and then held her head much on one side and 
contemplated three lilies which she bore in her hand. 

Well, the schism— -tlio definition ? ” Christmas urged. 

There are some,” Nat went on solemnly, who hold that no 
one who believes any of the tenets of the older Churches can be 
a member of our Church. I don’t say that there isn’t a great 
deal to he said for that view of the case, mind you— but I think 
it is better that wo should set the example of being broad. 1 
don’t SCO that a man i^ ne(jpssarily disqualified fbr, being a 
member because ho believes in a fuituro life.” 

" Coi’tainly not,” said Christmas, gravely and much amused. 
“ P('rlia])S ho can’t help it, poor fellow. It may not be his fault 
—he may have been badly brought up, you knoT». And then bo 
may repent.” 

Yes, yes,” Nat said rather hurriedly, and pprhaps not quite 
sure whether Christmas was serious. 

“llcsiacs” Christmas added, ''if you only receive "those 
wlio already agree in everything, liow are you to make any 
coil verts ? ” 

" Well, anyhow, I’m afraid there’s going to he a secession,” 
Nat said i iiefully. “ Thero’ll be a second Church. The worst 
of it is that old Mr. Tyas, of Hornsey, is at the head of the 
secession, a id it s he who has always made himself responsible 
for the hire of the hall and the gas and alhthat. It soon won’t 
matter much to me, you know’ — ^1 shall bo far away. But I don’t 
like to sec a cherished hope fade — another hope — and just as my 
lecture has come on to bo read at last ! Good morning ; I must 
join the council — ^wo ought to bo beginning.” ' *** • 

Nat nodded gloomily and withdrew. 

By this time a few persons more had dropped in, and the 
hall was now about a third full. Presently the council emerged 
from a side door. Nathaniel Cramp was among them, and looked 
preternaturally sheepish, bashful; and wifhal self-conceited be- 
cause of the paper he held in his hand, and which he was soon 
to have the honour of reading. The council consisted of ladies 
as well as gentlemen, and oddly enough, all the former were of 
wdiat would be called good social position,^hile the men wore 
either artisans discontented with existing Churches and social 
arrangements, or retired tradesmen who had taken late in life to 
the study of Strauss and Huxley. Mrs. Seagraves, though she 
might bo called a Lady Patroness of the Church of the Future, 
did not take a seat at its council board. The ladies of the 
council were four in number; three elderly and for the most 

S art of imperious manner, as they came in a little heated by 
iscussions in which working men had differed in opinion from 
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them, or, as tlio ladies would themselves probably have put it, 
contradicted them. The fourth was an unmarried girl of twenty 
at most; a pallid pretty girl, with quivering eager lips and 
bright eyes. A sort of murmur went round the audience as 
this lady took her scat. She was evidently regarded as the 
young Hypatia of the movement. She w’as understood to bo 
one who had no patience or pity for illusions and wrong opinions, 
and who in her zeal for Science and Truth tore off Nature's veil 
with fearless hand. . 

Eacli visitor on entering had b^n presented with a little 
programme of the day's businef^, ana Christmas now glancing 
at his saw thfit the proceedings were to bo opened with vocal 
music, that a gentleman whoso name was unknown to him was 
to read a “selection” from the works of great thinkers, also 
unnamed ; th(^t IMiss Sybil Jansen was to address the assembly 
on the Oneness of Life, and that Mr. Nathaniel Cramp was to 
read a lecture, after which music again ; and so the close of the 
ccrciponics. Christmas felt not the slightest doubt that the pale 
pretty girl with the eager lips and eyes was Miss Sybil Jansen, 
and he began to tbel a little more interested than before. He 
therefore grew observant. lie noticed with some curiosity tho 
different demeanour of the young woman and the young man 
while both were waiting for their turn in the performance. Miss 
Sybil was evidently impatient for her hour to come. She bit 
her lips ; she clenched her little hands, one of which was un- 
gloved and very white ; her little bosom heaved, and she glanced 
every now and then at tho singers or tho speaker, longing to 
know if their part of tho business was nearly over. Poor Nat 
Cramp^jj^jclutching his manuscript and his hat, a very picture 
of a^^wal® and self-conscious misery, every now and then turn- 
ing pale and sickly of hue, and moistening his dry, hot lips with 
a restless tongue. She waited as if for a triumph ; he as for an 
execution. Is this the superior self-reliance of woman, Christ- 
mas asked himself; the natural awkwardness and diffidence of 
man? Or is it that she really has something to say and is 
absorbed by tho zealot’s longing to deliver her message, while 
poor Cramp only thought of showing off his talent, and now at 
tho critical moment is losing faith 'and courage ? 

The singing w^ mildly didactic, with a good deal about 
fcrotherhood in it. The selections from great thinkers were bits 
from Herbert Spencer, Mill, Eichter, and Walt Whitman. At 
last even this was over, and Miss Sybil threw back her hair from 
her forehead, shook out her skirts, and sprang to the front with 
the introductory words, “ Men, my brothers ! ” 

She had a singularly musical voice, with a sort of metallic 
vibration in it, and it was so clear and sweet that it saved the 
excited maiden any need of screaming, which it is to bo feared 
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she would have done if need were. She seemed very angry 
with life and law generally, and her short pretty upper lip had 
really a sort of scornful turn upwards, which Christmas assumed 
to bc^ the curl of pride, so familiar to the lips of iho heroines of 
literature. For a while ho paid no attention to what she was 
saying, and listened only to the musical impassioned voice, and 
watched the sensitive features all aflame with emotion. It was 
as if he were listening to some orator or actor who spoke a 
foreign tongue. Tlic mysterious, almost magnetic, influence 
which at once brings spcalcer and audience togethei> and which 
more than any quality capable of clearer definition constitutes 
the difference between oratory and the very best kind of speech- 
making, seemed to be possessed by this excitable young person. 

A square-browed young fellow, evidently a mechanic, who 
sat next to Christmas, followed every sentence witTi panting chest 
and with, a low smy pathetic murmur. They did not applaud in 
the Church of the Future. Ho once glanced at^Cliristmas as if 
he must find some sharer in his admiration. • 

“Isn’t she splendid?” he asked in a whisper behind his 
hand. 

“ Very remarkable,” Christmas murmured, and ho spoke in 
all sincerity. 

“ Did you never hear her lecture on Joan of Hark ? ” 

“ Never.” 

“ You should hoar it. Talk of Spurgeon ! ” and he gave a 
contemptuous growl. “But she’s fine to-day. I tell you her 
blood’s up to-day.” 

The young lady’s blood probably was up, but it scarcely gave 
much tinge of colour to her cheeks. All her blood have 

gone into tne indignant tones of lier eloquence, and perhaps into 
her flashing eyes, Christmas tried to follow the discourse, which 
appeared to be quite extemporaneous, but he soon lost himself in 
its whirling clouds of words. The speech appeared to bo a 
rhapsody of denunciation again^ everything as it is, and of 
ecstatic faith in the all-healing virtue of having no faith. So far 
as Christmas could understand, it was the passionate proclama- 
tion of a dogma to the offect.that nobody must have any dogma. 
About the speaker being thoroughly in earnest these could hd no 
doubt. Christmas could see that tiny bea^lets of perspiration 
stood on that excited upper lip. She glowed with indignation 
against the world’s ways and sects and principles and laws, and 
she insisted that " man was taught to sell his manhood for an 
illusory and unattainable^ bribe,” and that “ woman was pur- 
cha^d like flesh in the shambles.” She grew yet more passionate 
against Churches and superstitions, and, fired with the heat of 
the dispute in which she had lately fought alone against all the 
other ladies of the council, she declared with burning side glances 
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at them that all Dogma was Superstition, and that Superstition 
meant the Living Death. 

“ThaVsit!** Christmas’s neighbour approvingly murmured, 
“ that’s right ! Now she’s thrown away the scabbard ! ” 

Christmas did not understand the merits of the quarrel well 
enough to know whotlier ho ought to applaud or condemn this 
policy of desperate war. IIo had, indeed, only a very faint idea 
of what the young lady was talking about, or what it had to do 
with the Oneness of Life. But he found it remarkably odd and 
interesting ^o sit under the preaching j',f a pretty and angry girl 
of twenty with a sweet stroii^ voice, and to hoar her pouring 
from Jier dainty and delicate whito throat such impassioned 
words of eloquence against things in general, including the 
Ilereafter. 

Christmas could not help wondering where Mr. and Mrs. 
Jansen were all this time, and whether they approved of this 
l^erformanco on the part of Miss Sybil. But however that might 
1)0, Miss Sybil brought down the house, if such language may bo 
used of so small and decorous an assembly. When she finished 
in a blaze of half-poetic rhapsody, like the bouquet of a display 
of fireworks, and then dropped all palpitating and with tear- 
flashing eyes into her chair, there ran a genuine thrill of emotion 
through the little assembly, and of honest wonder and com- 
passion through tlie unaccustomed heart of Christmas Pembroke. 

ULs. Soagraves, from her box, cast two sudden and successive 
glances at our wondei’ing and pitying hero. The first said as 
plainly as words could have expressed it, “ Is she not a splendid 
creature ? ” and the next instantly added, “ But you must excuse 
her, yoji Aftqjv ! ” 

There was one ia that assembly who could hardly excuse lier, 
and that was net Christmas. It was Nathaniel Cramp, for when 
ho rose, all confused and stammering, to read his lecture, the 
worshippers of the Church of .the Future began to melt away. 
The gentleman who Ijad read the selection from the works of 
great thinkers rose, and somewnat unluckily perhaps, intervened 
to solicit a full hearing for their friend and brother Mr. Cramp, 
on the ground that this was probab)y the last time that brother 
and friend wpuld appear among them, as weary of the Old 
World, its kingcrafts-and superstitions, he had resolved to seek 
the freshening air of the Great Kepublic of the West. So the 
audience put up with Nat, but did not care at all about him. 
His sentences were long-winded and full of commonplaces. Ho 
read very badly ; ho could not raise hie eyes off his manuscript ; 
he stammered and went wrong, and had to try back ; his lips 
grew dry and he choked ; he could not got on quickly ; he did 
not know how to condense or skip a page, and the lecture was 
very long. It closed with a quotation from a poet of the day 
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whom the lecturer did not name, and whom Christmas con- 
iecturcd to bo Mr. Nathaniel himself. The citation seemed only 
to recommend humanity to “press forward into tho future,” 
wliich Christmas thought humanity could not very well help doing 
anyhow. Nobody took heed. Tho Church of tho Future had 
ceased to listen 1o its brother’s admonitions. Nat’s essay was an 
unredeemed and ghastly failure. He sat down, or rather he 
collapsed. Then there was more singing, and the ceremonies 
were over. 

Christmas lingered a mothent, and Nat came to him, trying 
to look calm. ^ • 

“ It was a failure, my lecture,” lie said, with a dismal smile. 

They were Jill against mo. Her chatter carried the day. It 
was in vain for rno to strive. I wish I hadn’t read the lecture. 
I ought to have spoken it.” ^ 

Christmas had no idea of what the controversy was, or indeed 
what Nat had been lecturing about. Ho only thought that Nat 
had been very dull, and that the young lady celtainly had not 
been dull. • 

“ She is very pretty,” Christmas said, “ and of course that 
counts for a groat deal. But I don’t like to see a girl make a 
<lisplay like that.” 

“ Nor T,” said Nat, who had always before been a devotee of 
woman’s mission to speak in tho churches ; “ it isn’t her place. 
But I don’t [ 'now that speaking is my gift, at least to an auaionco 
like that. They are ungrateful; I soinq^imes almost wish I 
had taken Captain Cameron’s advico and joined the Carlists ! ” 

“ But you are a Republican ? ” 

“ Still,” said Nat gloomily, " it is a Cause, you know. It is a 
grand thing to have a Cause to fight for,” 

“ If one believf s in it, yes.” 

“ Belief,” said Nat, “ is Fate.” 

“ Very likely ; but how does that help you? ” 

" Well, I am going to tho United States, and I may find a 

career there. There at least • • 

His words were cut short by Mrs. Seagraves, who had now 
emerged from her private box. 

“ Mr. Pembroke, Mr. Pembroke ! You are coming to me this 
afternoon ? ” • 

" You aro very kind, Mrs. Seagraves, buf— ” 

“ Oh, no, don’t say tho word. You must como— you roally 
•must. I do so want to introduce you to my dear young eloquent 
friend, Miss Sybil Jansen,” 

And Pembroke glanciilg involuntarily towards the entrance, 
saw the colourless pretty face, the tremulous lips, and tho spark- 
ling eyes of tho young Hypatia. Curiosity prevailed, and he 
promised to make his appearance in Mrs. Seagraves’ drawing- 
room that afternoon. 
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'* She didn’t ask me,'* Nat Cramp said as the ladies dis- 
appeared, escorted by one or two men whom Christmas did 
not know. “ I could have told you beforehand that she wouldn’t. 
Oh no, sir — ^not likely ! The Church of the Future is all very 
fine, but will they ask a poorer member under their roof, sir ? 
Tell me that ! ” 

“ I don’t see that your Church of the Future is very different 
from any of tlie little congregations of the present or the past,” 
said Christmas — “ in point of liberality, I mean. You appear to 
me to wrangle over dogmas quite as much as your neighbours.” 

“ She might as well have aske^ me lo-day, though,” Nathaniel 
continued, still brooding ov^^.r his private grief. ” She knows 
I am going away, and she needn’t bo afraid I’d trouble her too 
often. Ihit it’s "no matter ! ” he added, in the tone of one who 
thinks the worjd ought to come to an end. 

They Avero now nearly alone, and they moved towards the 
door. CJiristmas was rather pitifully impressed by poor Nat’s 
outspoken egotism, and the manner in which Eepublicanism, 
Church of the Future, and all, resolved themselves into Natty 
Cramp’s personal ambition, and Natty Cramp’s longing to get 
invited into any manner of society. 

Which way are you going ? ” Nat abruptly asked. 

“I am going towards Portland Place, but I am in no 
particular haste to get there.” 

“True,” Nat said Avitli subdued scorn. “Mrs. Scagraves 
lives in Portland Place. I suppose she thinks that’s a grand 
aristocratic quarter; but it ain’t — I mean it isn’t. I toll you 
that, Mr. Pembroke, as you are a stranger. Don’t you be 
deceived. Portland Place isn’t by any means an aristocratic 
qiiartei'.'®^'' 

“I’m very clad,” said Pembroke. “It suits me all the 
better.” 

“ Will you turn into Eegent’s Park before you go to your 
friends ? I shan’t see you any more perhaps.” 

“Come,” said Christmas, feeling sorry for Nat’s condition 
of general discomfiture. “ I am glad you gave me a chance of 
having a talk with you before you go. I know two or three 
people here and there in America, and I want to give you a few 
letters of intloductipn; it may do you some good — anyhow a 
man can’t have too many friends in a ncAV country.” 

“ You are my only friend,” said Nat, effusively ; “ you saved 
my life, and do you know I wish sometimes you hadn’t saved it ? ” 

“ Saved your life f You mean that I was the cause of your 
nearly losing your life.” ' 

“ You brought mo out of the waves off Durewoods pier-»— ” 

“ Having aAvkwardly upset you into the waves off Durewoods 
pier.” 
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" No, no,” said Nat with a wan smile. It’s very kind of 
yon, but it won’t do ! It*s very good of you to forgive me, but I 
innst remember that it was in defending yourself against my 
stupid rudeness that you upset me. Tm not ungrateful. I try 
not to bo, ihough I am afraid sometimes I was horn with a very 
ungrateful heart. If you only knew the things I think of some- 
times ! ” 

“ My good fellow, if we all only knew the things each of us 
thinks of sometimes I suppose wo should all be very angry with 
each other.” \ , 

" But you are so happy. ISou have everything.” 

By this time they were in Kegent’s Park, and in a place 
tolerably soquositTcd for the Sunday. 

“In Iho name of the Devil, Cramp,” said Christmas, seating 
himself in one of the iron chairs, “how do you lAow that I am 
happy? And why are you always going on as if I were some 
favourite of fortune — ^sorae fellow born with a silver spoon in his 
mouth ? ( have my way to make as well as you, and I •have 
neither kith r.or kin ; and I haven’t a friend in the world but 
one kind woman, svho knew my father before I was l^m.” 

I am unhappy,” Nat pleaded ; “lam not fit for my sphere; 
I was born for something better ; and I am condemned to ob- 
scurity. A cloud hangs over me ; and then my life is darkened 
—there are hopeless obstacles ! ” 

Chi isimn : felt no doubt that he was now approaching the 
tender subject of the love affair, and he kfiew well enough that 
his friend only wanted to bo allowed to pour out his griefs into 
some confidential car. But Christmas, as we have already said, 
had a strong dislike to such confidences. They Beomc'^»4iP him 
unmanly and craven. He especially shrank from them among 
men. If ho could voluntarily have made any confession of his 
own love pains, it would probably have been to some kindly 
woman. But effusive confidences were not much in his way, and 
he did not want to hoar Nat Cramp’s story of his love and his 
disappointment, and the girl from wigmore Street whom Christ- 
mas’s imagination had created as the cold and cruel heroine of 
the romance. So ho put awj|.y the subject of conversation and 
confidence thus offered to him, and he began to speak of Nat’s 
prospects in America and the people who might be of service to 
him, and the letters he was to have, and at last they parted and 
Christmas knew nothing of the love-story of his blighted friend’s 

It did Christmas some^ood to observe Nat Cramp’s absurd 
weakness and egotism. “I must do my best,” ho thought, “ not 
to niake an idiot of myself, and go alx)ut the world whining over 
my disappointments and wrongs, and trying to get people to pity 
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IIo turned and looked back at poor Cramp's tall and stalwart, 
though rather loosely-built figure, and thought ho could see 
feebleness of character in Ids very walk as ho slowly sauntered 
away amid jostling perambulators, nursery maids, long-legged 
privates of the cavalry, artisans carrying babies, and lads smok- 
ing Sunday cigars. “ I dare say I could bo just as great a fool,” 
Christmas thought, “ if I hadn't him for a warning ; ” and with 
this invigorating reflection he braced up his energies as with a 
tonic, and, determined to keep all bj’ooding thoughts about him- 
self as much as possible out of his^ head, he strode rapidly 
towards Portland Place. % 

Mrs. Scagraves lived in* a large, handsome, old-fashioned 
house. Slic had a good deal of money, and she might be called 
in one sense a young widow. Put no suitors came around her, 
for it was woli» known to all whom it might concern that Mrs. 
Scagraves would never marry again. A young Scottish girl of 
good family, and with a marvellously slender income, she had 
atti’aqted the attention of a more than middle-aged barrister from 
London, a Queen's Counsel in large practice at the Parliamentary 
bar, who during a visit to Edinburgh was charmed first with 
Miss Isabel Cameron's skating, and next with her vivacious and 
delightful conversation. Ho married her and took her to London, 
and died ten years after, leaving her a considerable fortune, 
which, however, was to cease to bo hers in the event of her 
taking a second husband. Mrs. Seagraves had not the most 
remote idea of makiifg any such sacrifice. She was very happy 
with her freedom and licr fortune; and with her usual brisk 
communicativeness she told every one the condition on which 
she ha<yjer money, and lier determination not to forfeit the 
mono/ Tor any of the children of Adam. So she had no end of 
acquaintances and no beginning of suitors. 

Mrs. Scagraves’ liouse was crammed with pictures, busts, 
books, curiosities of all kinds, old china, Japanese fans, and such 
like. It might have reminded the visitor, as ho entered, of one 
of the curiosity shops in Hofborn which Thackeray so loved. 
The history of the fads of a whole generation or more might be 
traced out by a careful excavation of the contents of tliat build- 
ing. The investigator could dig hiS way down through stratum 
after stratur^ of wbims embodied in substantial remains. Mr. 
Seagraves had been fond of collecting pictures— old masters, or 
what he believed to be such— old engravings, and rare editions 
of books. He and his wife went to the East, and brought back 
a perfect store of shawls, pipes, swords, and clothes of all kinds 
from Turkey and Egypt. Mrs. Seagraves took for a while to 
potichomania, then, to photography, then to collecting postage- 
stamps, then to bicycles, then to spiritualism an<l flower-drawings 
by spirits, then to old china, and then to articles from Japan. 
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If yon wanted tlio moimmcnts of her energy and enterprise you 
<lid not even need to look round, for you could hardly help 
stumbling against them everywhere. The old masters which 
lior liusbaiur had collected were gradually being edged out of 
tlieir places by the revivalisms of a newer school which claimed 
an older origin. Eound-faced Madonnas, with no particular 
expression about them, were impinged by gaunt demoiselles 
whose waists began immediately under their arms, whose gowns 
were of a dull tawny green, elinging to them like the wetted 
drapery of Canolas figure^, and who generally borg lilies in 
their hands. Even these latter now were threatened rather 
seriously by an invasion of almond-eyed and weak coffee-com- 
plcxioTied beauties in robes as clinging, but of varied and gor- 
geous liiK's, who ty])ificd the contribution to European decoration 
made by the art of the land which had been uhtillately Christ- 
mas Pembrolm’s home. 

Mrs. Stagravos* Sunday evening receptions were generally 
well attended, ])ut chiefly by i:)eoplo whom nobody ever jsaw 
anywhere else. They had a sort of little fame in their way — the 
power of which was exactly opposite in its quality to that of the 
heat of a fire, and increased proportionately with the square of 
its distance from tho source. Tho people even in Cavendish 
Square probably bad never heard of them, but French artists 
and poets had talked of them in Paris, and owing to the descrip- 
tions given b} several correspondents of tho journals, New York 
W'as under the impression that Mrs. Seagraves’ receptions were 
about tho most remarkable thing in London, wdiilo Chicago 
lirmly believed them to be the principal object of a visit to 
i^uropo. The people who went to them were not vapid, pgpple. 
at all events. Everybody was more or less of an original ; had 
dono something renrarkablo, or at least ridiculous;* or bad some 
theory or mission; or led some school or had just abandoned and 
renounced some school ; or had views on Life and Ilercafter or 
iho marriage contract wliich tho^ gcneral^run of his or her 
neighbours did not share. 

When Ghrishfnas entered tho drawing-room it so happened 
that the first objects which mqjfc his eyes were the sparkling eyes 
of Miss Sybil Jansen. She w’as standing up near the chimney- 
piece talking to two or three persons, and with her back turned 
to the door. It was in the mirror over the chimney-piece that 
her eyes met those of Christmas. Miss Sybil immediately looked 
away, and tui-ned with her side to tho mirror. But presently 
Mrs. Seagraves glided amid, her clinging draperies up to Christ- 
mas, and saying, “ I am so glad you have come — I do so want \r 
introduce you,” drew him along by the hand, and presented him 
to Miss SybilJansen. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

" ENDYMION V ” 

Sir John Challoneti had a house in one of the finest and newest 
parts of South Kensington. It 'was built of grey stone, or 
material wliich looked like stone ; li raised its massive propor- 
tions above a w^all of stone, ^nd ft liad a broad carriage drive. It 
stood with otliers in a private road which had gates and a lodge, 
and a painted board stuck up to warn everybody concerned tliat 
cabs and tra^psmen’s carts wore not to make a thoroughfare of 
that dignified enclosure. Sir John Challoner’s house displayed a 
little square tower or belviderc or some such erection on its roof, 
and looked ver^ fine and imposing, albeit a trifle new, cold, and 
crud!e. Perhaps it would not bo too much to say that an intel- 
ligent observer might have seen Modern Finance in every outline 
of it. 

If the exterior looked rather new, the furniture on the con- 
trary looked very old, or perhaps it would bo more proper to say 
did its very best to look old. Everything had been ordered re- 
gardless of expense from upholsterers who had a special gift for 
the revival of medigivalism. The necessity of conveying ideas 
compelled scholars, while Latin w^as still the language of Euro- 
pean culture, to introduce a great many mock-Latin words in 
order to give names to things which were not in existence even 
whoiT'^jIl^lcius wrote. So the genius of these gifted uphol- 
sterers had to supply them with mediBeval ways of constructing 
articles of futniture and ornament of which the ^Middle Ages 
knew nothing. The effect was highly pleasing and artistic to 
those who regarded things with properly-tutored eyes, but to 
those not so trained it was somewhat angular, uncomfortable, 
and out of keeping. It gave to the uninitiated something like, 
the sort of impression which might have been produced by the 
spectacle of a noble guest in armour endeavouring to eat one of 
Gunter’s icee through the bars of his helmet. 

The house, hoWever, had a fine library well fitted up, and it 
was in this library that Christmas Pembroke found himself about 
five o'clock one March evening several months after the occur- 
rences mentioned in the last chapter. Christmas now was a 
regular attache, if we may use the expression, of the financial 
house of which Sir John Challoner was the head, and his special 
occupation and province was the supplying his chief with ideas 
and facts on the subject of railway extension in Japan and in the 
East generally. Into tliis work Christmas had thrown himself 
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with tremendous energy, and he had developed a great deal of 
talent and judgment. He worked hard, partly out of gratitudo 
to Sir John, who had been very kind to him, partly because it 
was his nature to throw his soul and energy into any task he 
undertook, and partly because in the literal over-taxing of his 
energies be found the best means of striving against the love 
which was so hopeless. He was almost becoming used to think 
of Marie Challoncr only as the daughter of his chief, who was 
soon to marry a man of social rank and to make a figure in 
society. . 

Marie herself ho had not lat^y seen. Her father leit her with 
some friends in Paris when he rotiftmed from Pan, and during 
three months or more Pembroke was free of Sir John’s house, and 
Avas often there, without dread or hope of seeing her. She re- 
turned in Jantiary.and made for a few weeks somc^ acquaintance 
with London socici-y, but it so happened that just at that time 
there were some arrangements to be settled, sonii) people to bo 
.seen and talked to, in the North of England, and Sir Johu en- 
trusted the mission to Christinas. When he returned to Jjondon 
Marie had gone into the country on a short visit to some of the 
family to which ^fr. Vidal belonged, and before she returned 
Christmas had been sent off somewhere else. 

Thus it happened that when Christmas came back to London 
on this particular ovcniiig ho assumed that Miss Clialloner was 
.still in the (ountry. All the previous night ho had sat up 
writing out a memorandum on one of the* special subjects in 
which ho was concorned for Sir John Challoner’s use, and he got 
into the train at the northern town whither ho had been de- 
spatched about seven in the morning. Ho reached London at 
four, and having gone to his (jhambers ho then set out fortSwith 
for South Kensington, believing that the library there was the 
most likely olacc in which to find Sir John at such a time, and 
eager to show him his work. 

Sir John had not como in yet. Christmas, as we have said, 
was free of the house, and he went into thb library to wait for 
bis chief. The lights were burning, there was a cheery fire on 
the hearth — the whole place looked bright and inviting ; and 
Christmas sat in a great casjf chair, which the spirit of medie- 
valism had happily permitted to pass in uimlialleifged, and ho 
began to read over his manuscript again. Perhaps it was the 
subject ; perhaps it was the style ; perhaps it was the labour of 
the previous sleepless night; perhaps all combined; that fell 
heavily upon tho lids and tho senses of our young hero. Anyhow, 
after a while he lay back* in tho chair, and the manuscript 
dropped from his hand, and he fell fast asleep. He sank into a 
confused dream, during which he passed from Japan to Dure- 
woods, and from Durewoods to Saucelito in San Francisco bay* 
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and thence to the City, London, with all the timo the rattling 
and the motion of the London and North 'Western Railway 
dinning in liis ear. Every now and then, too, Mario Clialloner 
came and looked at him, or from various disguises looked out 
upon him. Once the floating goddess of his ceiling gazed down 
upon him with the face and tho eyes of Marie Clialloner. Then 
the form of the goddess and all her surroundings faded away, 
and only the eyes of Mario Clialloner remained, and there looked 
so fixedly, so piercingly into his ^ that in his dream he said to 
himself if they continued thus to li;ok at him he must awiike. 
And ho*' did awake, and there, sure enough, were Mario 
Challoner’s eyes turned ujitm him. Before they could change 
their expression he caught the look of kindness and of something 
like compassion, and then ho sprang up ashamed of having been 
found asleep.'' 

For Marie ‘had returned homo tho night before, and had 
entered tho library not knowing that lie w'as there and saw him, 
aslQop in the chair, and could not help looking at liim with eyes 
of kindly interest. He seemed so pale, she thought, and wasted 
— very handsome, indeed, and far more masculine in appearance 
than when she saw him last ; but so pale, and oven in sleep so 
earnest and thoughtful 1 She did draw near, and even bend a 
little towards him, noting the lines of his face ; and she, too, was 
a little embarrassed when lie awoke so suddenly. 

** Oh—Miss Clialloner 1 ” 

She held out lief hand. " I have not seen you this long, long 
time ! ” she said. 

I am ashamed of having been found asleep,’’ Cliristraas said, 
orderjjip; himself into composure. “ But the truth is tliat I was 
writing all last night” (he stooped and picked up his manuscript), 
'‘and travelling all the day, and I came in hero to wait for Sir 
John Clialloner, and so I fell asleep.” 

'* You were writing all night ? Are you becoming an author ? 
I should bo so glad.” 

“ Oh no ! only doing som5 work about raihvays and that kind 
of thing. You wouldn’t care about it. I mean no lady would 
care about it.” ^ 

He thrust the manuscript rather confusedly into his pocket. 

" You seem to jne to have changed a great deal— and in such 
a short time,” said Marie. 

“I have been working pretty hard,” said Christmas ; “ and I 
suppse I grow, as tho little French conscript promised to do, 
in the presence of the enemy.” . 

” Have you heard from Miss Lyle lately ? I tliink of her at 
this moment because the very last timo I saw her she compared 
wc to a French conscript going to the war. I remember it well. 
Now you compare yourself to a conscript in tho war. 
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" I didn’t borrow the comparison, bowover,” said Christmas, 
smiling in rather a constrained way. 

'' No, I don’t mean that ; but it is a coincidence, or an omen 
perhaps. Is real life then actually a sort of war? ” 

“ I suppivse so ; but I like it.” 

You don’t work too hard, I hope ? ” 

" No ; oh, no. I can stand any quantity of work. It does me 
good.” 

But you were writing aU last night. I am afraid you are 
overworked,” she said, kin(^y, and making a sort of approach to 
the familiarity of their earlier acquaintanceship. 

“ You are very kind,” Christmas said ; but I am really not at 
all overvrorkod.” 

There was a pause. Both ^vcrc standing. Christmas held the 
back of the chair in which he had been seated wheh she came in. 

I hope,’' Mario said, gently, tliat you like papa.” 

" Nobody over had a kinder friend,” Christmas replied, in a 
tone of genuine enthusiasm, and much relieved to be able to"givo 
full expression to his feelings on any subject. I thank Heaven 
for having sent mo such a friend ; and I thank you too,” he added, 
in a tone of some diilidenco. 

“ Mta’io slightly coloured. Then you really like him — am 
so glad ; hut 1 knew you would.” 

. “Like hill V” Christmas exclaimed. I only wish there was 
something T c.mld do for him. Miss Challojicr — or sacrifice for 
him: and ho should see — and you — whether I liked him or 
not.” 

“ Indeed it makes me happy to hear you say so. You know 
that ho and I have been always alone together, and v:c ?ro so 
much attached to each other. And now, up hero in the world, 
I have begun to fine" out, or to guess, or suspect— •! don’t know 
how— that ” 

“ To suspect what. Miss Challoner ? ” 

That— well, tliat papa has engmics ; at least that there 
are people who don’t like him. That seems so strange to mo.” 

“But every one has enemies; every one who is worth any- 
thing,” Christmas said, witl^ genuine and youthful warmth. 
“ Of course Sir John has enemies ! I should be sprry to hear 
that he hadn’t. lie has to deal every day with stupidity and 
cunning and craft and selfishness, and he is determined to be 
truthful and outspoken and kind in spite of the whole lot of 
them, and how could ho escape having enemies ? Why, Miss 
Challoner, I know that his»very kindness to me has made some 
fellows jealous and angry.” 

" Has it really ? Then I am glad ho has enemies— if such 
things make enemies.” 

“ You may be proud of it. I wish I had the chance of dealing 
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with fiome of his enemies,” said Christmas, pushing aAvay his choir, 
and throwing out his chest significantly. 

I wish you had,” Mario answered, with the brightest smilo 
that had yet come on her face ; “ and I am delighted to think 
tliat he has such a friend. But don't work too hard. I hope 
wo shall see you often. We ought to be very friendly ; and we 
don’t seem so friendly as we were. Do wo ? ” 

“ Don’t wo V ” 

" No — think not. You seonv^d to me older than you were, 
xind chaiiged a little. I don’t knoj^ how. And you have not 
ever asked mo how I liked my long stay in Franco— or London 
life — or anything.” ^ 

Have I not ? AVcll, I have not had a great many oppor- 
tunities. Will you tell me all about it now ? ” 

But at that moment, when they were both softening into 
something like friendly case, a servant entered the library and 
told Miss ChiUloner that Mr. Vidal had called and W'as in the 
drajving-room. 

Marie coloured slightly for tho second time. ‘'You know 
Mr. Vidal? ” she said, turning to Christmas. 

" I see him often. I don’t know him very well.” 

“ Ho is very clever — don’t you think ? ” 

" I believe so— ho talks very well, and a great deal.” 

“He is very much liked,” Marie said tentatively. 

“ Liked — by whom, Uiliss Clialloner ? ” 

“ By people in jfoneral, I mean.” 

“ Yes, I should suppose so,” Christmas answered carelessly. 
“ I should think he, now, hasn’t any enemies.” 

‘^ou are mistaken,” Mario said warmly. “ Ho is not by any 
means' the frivolous person that some people think him.” 

“ I don’t, think him frivolous,” said Christmas ; “ on the 
contr*ary, I think him very shrewd.” 

“ You say it in an unfriendly sort of way. I have heard it 
said and read it everywhere that women don’t lilvo each other, 
but I think men doii’t like each other.” 

“ I can’t like people until I know them very well,” Christmas 
said. “ What is the good of that Jcind of liking ? ” 

“ I have liked people sometimes without knowing them very 
well,” Dear Lady J)isdain replied. “I suppose it is a mistake. 
Good evening, Mr. Pembroke ; I am so glad to have seen you.” 

She left tlie room, and Christmas seated himself astrido upon 
a chair and leaned his hands upon its back and his forehead 
upon his hands, and gave himself up to torment of thought. He 
had offended her who was so friendly and good ; he had been 
guilty of the meanness of speaking against the man who perhaps 
would prove to bo her accepted lover. He had been very near 
iKJtraying his own sad secret, and in any case she must now 
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dcsi^pc liiiii. What reason had lie to sneer at Vidal ? Merely 
because Vidal was rich and of good family, and was loved by 
her. “ Oh, good God! ” he groaned audibly — “ loved by her! ” 
Then he sprang from his chair and walked up and down tho 
library, stopping strangely enough every now and then to look 
•at names on the backs of books, and suddenly finding himself 
‘thus vacuously engaged, and wondering what he was looking at, 
and walking up and down the room again. "Oh, but he is not 
worthy of her,” he Kijicatcd tq himself, trying to cheat himself 
[into the belief that that alone was liis reason for disparaging 
[Vidal. "IJo couldn’t appreciate her; it isn’t in him. He’s a 
'man about town; a man of the \/(Md; a speculator for tho 
icxcitcmciit of making money. ITc wouldn’t care if he ruined 
|balf a population so long as ho did a clover thing on the Stock 

I Exchange. AristOvTat ? Is that aristocratic— to* be a Stock 
Exchange gambler, and to manage theatres, and to fix tho 
salaries of ballot girls? Talent— culture ? Is talking about 
old teapots and sh )wing women bow their milliners ought* to 
[make their dresses— is that talent and culture? Yes; ho is of 
■ society, and lie may make lovo to her, and will marry her 1 
Isupiiosc— and 1 may not even think of her.” 

I Tluin lie asked himself bitterly what use there would bo in 
: thinking of a girl who loved somebody else ; and wlicther it was 
inot handsome conduct on his part towards Sir John Challonor 
|to go on in this vay secretly railing at his daughter’s accepted 
novel*. " Tljey say it is a fine ennobling lliiiig, love,” ho said to 
|himsolf with grim irony, "I find it so! It’s turning me into 
|tho meanest, most jealous, most pitiful cad ! ” 
i He went ciuictly out of the library. As ho passed int''.tho 
J hall he heard tho sound of music coming from the drawing-room ; 
land then tJio music suddenly stopiied, and ho heard two or threo 
» voices in conversaiion, one of which Avas that of Marie. Mr. Vidal 
I then, was not the only visitor? " What is it to me ? wliat do I 
I care?” he murmured to himself; and ho left the house unpcrceivcd, 
I glad that not even a servant had sccif him. * 

1 When he got into the street he walked along for a considerable 
distance Avithout having any idea of a particular destination or 
mowing Avhat ho meant to do vfith himself. He had ^ot dined 
ind did not think about dining. IIo turned jnto Kensington 
gardens, and sat there for awhilo vacantly observing tho lights 
hrougli tho trees in the direction whence ho had come, and 
vondcring— after the immemorial fashion of tho homeless— 
vhetlier in all the houses there were any creatures as unhappy 
IS hinasclf. For ho felt himself homeless. His heart, liis afifec- 
ions, his ambition, had no liomo. The sight of Mario Ohalloner 
;hat day and the words he had exchanged with her had upset 
ms system of sclf-disciplino. He had been schooling himself 
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of laic into a sort of iron sclf-conlrol, and had bocii applying 
himself to ^Yov]c and to study witli a ])ositivc ferocity of energy, 
and ho hiul even he^^^un to fancy himself cured; and five iniimtes’ 
talk with luT — lliey two alone — had hrouglit his lit again, and 
banished all Jiis reaso]i. “ What am I to do ? ” lie asked of his 
tormented mind. “ Tlii.s can’t go on~T could not stand it— I 
must break down in some way. Should 1 tell Sir John ( lhalloncr 
all — all — and beg of him to i)ity mo ; and let me go back to Japan, 
and not to hill Lliss Lyle — and not to tell Her? — 111 not do 

that yet.,. I’ll try to bear it — I’ll in^co myself bear it— I’ll cure 
myself of this madness soniehow—anyliow ! I’ll not givo in ! ” 

Ibj jumped up and leH/ Kensington Gardens, lie lud of late 
been accustomed to spend his nights in the must eccentric way 
when he was not working or engagetl with Sir John Challoner. 
lie k(‘pi ahsMutely aloof from ac«[naiiitanccs, and liis whim was 
to raiigf! lj(mdon streets in all directioii.s until sojue far advanced 
hour of (1 j(j wight., lie wandered anywhere as the fit took him. 
llc^luriied into a We.st Kiid theatre, perhaps, and remained there 
until he was tired of the ])erformant*e, W'hich was geiievally very 
soon ; anil tiien, perhaps, he wandered away unt il lie found himself 
jioar an Mast Ihul music saloon, and lie wiail in ihero and liad a 
little rest, ajid toolc to the road again, lie spent e^'onmgs in the 
regions round J ancestor S^iuaro,and suppi'd at French or Ilalian 
/ i among eom pirators and Communisl.s. Sometimes ho 
oxj)loivd Iluj h-iunts of the Italian organ-grimlor.s in the Hatton 
Ganlen region. Mo found liimself sometimes, with a sense of old 
.iciinaiiitaiiiieshij) dj’awii from liLs nioinorics of San I’^rancisco, 
among the Chinese of the low-lying regions of tlio far Fast End. 
IJoJi^lked to anybody and cveryboily ; it relieved him to talk to 
pcoj)lo ho did not know, while lie shunned any inauncr of com- 
j)anionship .with any of his acquaintances. lie used to walk 
miles and miles and return quite 'wearied to his cl i ami )crs, where, 
when ho lit his lamp, his painted goddess smiled down upon him 
with lier smile of vapid and provoking sclf-eousciousness. These 
nightly excursions* wore his only period of anytliijig like rest, his 
nearest aiqn'oacli to enjoy luont. To this had his great holiday in 
Lonilon already como! 

This mglit, however, after Im had sat in Kensington Gardens, 
lie did not set oi^t on one of liis familiar and purposeless tramp.s. 
Somo idea seemed to have struck him, and it was thou that ho 
jumped up and wont his dofiiiilo way. 

Mcamvliilo Mario Challoner had for her part been disturbed 
in a vague way by licr talk with him. It was strange the sort of 
barrier which seemed to stand up between tlicm uow. N broad 
distance appeared to liavo suddenly opened to divide them. 

liat had become of the bright, clever youth to whom she meant 
to bo so kind, and with whom she had sworn an eternal friend- 
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trhip? Only a fuw weeks, it scome«.l to her, had pass('d since sho 
dreamed tluit she was made a jn-iiicess, and that sho had given 
soiiio brilliant a])pointmont to Christmas Pembroke. Now sho 
found that she could hardly even be friendly with him. He Avas 
the same surely — and yet not like the same at all. It reminded 
Jier of some grim old slory sho had read — an uncanny story 
suggestive of shuddering — about a youth who left his home, and 
after a Avhile there came a being Avho said he Avas the youth, 
and who looked like him, ai^d knew all the things tlio youth 
ought to liaA^e kiioAvii, could answer CA'ory (pittstion the 
j'outh ought to have ausAvered, and so A\\as acccpteil by the parents 
— aye, and CA^cn by ilie SAA'cetheart !— the wanderer come liomc. 
Ihitthe exile rctiiriiodAvas cold and melancholy, and his i)resenco 
always had a gloom and a chill about it; Ins sliadow darkened 
Iho household hearlli; and the dog— his own favourite dog — 
rdways so loving and faithful — ^Avould not recognise him, or corno 
near him, but growled and shrank away at liisapiT^mcli. In tlio 
end it came out lhat tlie youth Avas really dead - -lying dead* far 
jiwaj, and tliis gloomy and gruesome Ausitor Avas but a s])irit of 
evil Avho, for some malign purpose, liad put on his lik(‘nc.ss. 
Where had sho rciul that uncanny story ? Why did slio think 
(m' sucli nonsense noAV? ''1 am sure 1 noA’or could have been 
deceived by any goblin,” sho said to lierself, puiting herself 
unconsciously for the moment in llic place of tho swoeiiieart. 

Anyiiow, tlie strange and sliadoAA'y cliangj in tho relationship 
be woon herself and lier haudsomo proleur, of ])urcAvoo(ls— tho 
boy Avhom sho took cliargo of that lirsf, night — pnzzlcid and 
pained ]:or. Sho seemed to have lost something that helped to 
ni ike life friendly and bright. Loudon noAV appeared t< have 
bf come very lonclj'. Sho Avent to .see her visitors — ]\lr. Vidal 
aial one of his friends — Avith a good deal of inward reluctance, 
and slio icvcr listened with less interest to Vidars talk or his 
nm.sic, and sho was very glad Avhen they had gone. Tlaai sho 
]\assed the library door and looked in, and fjoeing no one there 
fcho Avent in, and resolved to Avait there for her father, lie always 
sat there for a Avhilo before dinner. ^ 

She had not long to Avait, for Sir John Challoncr presently 
came in, and sho rose Avitli her light vigorous moviment— tho 
healthful, energetic movement which fiilhcrs ^dadden to sec — 
and ran to meet him. 

" ]\Ir. Pembroke has been hero, papa.” 

Ho has returned then ? Ho often comes and reads here. At 
h ast ho has often done so. Was Jloiiald Vidal ? ” 

Yes, ho has just gone ; and Mr. Lycett ” 

“ Lycett of the Foreign Office ? ” 

“ Yes, ho who dined here one day lately.” 

" Oh yes, young Lycett. How do you like him, Mario ? ” 
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“ Very ^vcU — I tliiiik.” 

“ I don’t SCO aiiytliiii^ in lum, Vidal iliinks n great 

d(.jil of liim. Ills fatlicr is a man of some brains ; but 1 confess 
J. don’t ECO inucli in the son.” 

IRbiric’s tlioiiglds 'were not in yoniig Mr. Lycett evidently. 
Suddenly slio said - 

Don’t you lliink lie has greatly cliang('d, nana?” 

WIio, my dear?” 

“ Mr. Pejubrolio. He doesn’t seem like tlio same being to mo 
— the Kamo that ho "was when we lir.sLknew him.” 

“ \Vell,*^lario, he has be come a m*i of business since then— 
and a very good man of business Too; and we giw solemn down 
in the Ciiy, you know. jNlens minds are kept on the strain there, 
and boys soon turn into men.” 

“ Jhit it ne/er seems to liave any of that cfhict upon yon, nor 
n|)on Mr. Vidal. You are* always eheerfnl ; and he is always full 
of talk and spirits and nonse‘iise.” 

"'J am an olel soldier, j\larie, and used to it— I take things 
coolly now. Vidal is only, after all, a sort of volunteer on tho 
staiY— ho hasn’t any sense of responsibility. Ho only goes into 
linaucial matters for the ainusomeut of the thing, to occui)y him- 
self, Jhit it is dilTeirent with emr yonng friend Pembroke.” 

Why is it so di He rent with liiiii V ” 

”To be'gin with, ho is new to tlm thing, and of course he* 
thre)ws his sold into it strenuously— you should see how terribly 
oiirjiest ho can be ^herc laisiiiess is ce)iu'e*j'nc<l. Ho has often 
sat up all night writing out a me'memiiidniu wliieli ^\e)uld have 
been in time eaiongli a ^^oe'k after.” 

; be told me he hael be'cii writing all last iiight.” 

Just so; I neivor saw any >oung relle)w who eonld so com- 
idetely bury himself in business. Then, know, lio has liis 
way to make, :RIario. llei must get inoiuty, elear, and ho has tho 
gooel sense to know it. Young fellows don’t nsnally acknow- 
ledge any such necessity —think it nnpoctic and uiiroinaiitic, I 
dare: say— as you do,*]Maric, ih your secret heart— confess.'’ 

I have not thought much abemt it. 1 sii]ipo.so it has to 
be elono. Then that bright, poetic boy is changing already into 
a grim atiei grasping luoncy-mak^er ? I am so sorry— I liked 
him so nineni. Is money w^orth all that— is life worth it ? ” 

*'My dear cl li Id, if you woro a man you would find— and 
indeed you'll find it soon enough, although a woman— tliat when 
people of spirit and energy go into a game they play it to win. 
They play it to win ! They can’t holj) it.” 

“ So Mr. Vidal alsvays says, I am sorry — I think I could 
keo]) out of such a game.” 

“ Kccj 3 out of it — ^pcrliaps. I don’t say you might not do 
that, Matic ; hut once having gone in, you can’t keen from play- 
ing your very best.” 
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And tliat is what he has coino to already — so soon ! I never 
could have expected that ! It was T, papa, was it not, who lirsl 
bcfrged of you to put Mr. Peiubroke in tlio way to inalco a caiH^cr 
for hini.s(*lf? I wish I liadii’t done so— I do indeed! Wliai is 
tlie inakinp; of some money in comparison to the free, fresh lifi* 
ho has left behind ? I would rather live on next to nothin" and 
look at tlic world like Dione Lyle from a balcony, and lovo tlie 
sunshine and the trees, and the stars and the poets, and liave 
delicious dreams of sometlWng better than all ibis — and bo 
liappy and poor.” 4 

“ Ton never were poor, my^dea^,” 8ir John said, smiling at 
her earnestness ; “and I suspect that he was — as I was. J)i()no 
Lyle moralises poetically over life wdth a substantial balance at 
her banker’s, I dare say. llcsidcs, Mario— to tell you the full 
truth, dear — you mustn’t blame our hard City Avitys for all the 
changG that you may sec in young Pcni broke. There are other 
emotions Avhicli impel young men to make money besides the 
accursed thirst for g'^Id, my dear.” • 

‘‘ Oil, yes ; I know. Ambition, of conrsc—tln^ eeiilral sini of 
everybody’s universe now, 1 believe.” 

“No, Mario; not thaL Ambition, I fancy, our young friend 
rather renounces.” 

“ Then what is it, dear ? ” 

“A handsome, improssionahle youth of three and twenty ; 
aid you ask Avhat is his prevailing emotion! I thonglit you 
read poetry, Mario, and that you still made uso of our subscrii)- 
tion to 

Sir John looked quietly but very attentively at his daughter. 
.She did certainly colour a little arid her eyes drooped, ’ ut no 
girl of her ago hears any allusion to love witiiout some such 
passing tribute. Slio looked up immediately flnrl answered 
almost .IS if carelessly — 

“ Oh, that is the cause, then ? The sweet youth’s in love ! 1 
never thought of that. lie alwayfj sccmc(l,to me so like a ijicrc 
boy.” 

“ I belicvo there is .something of the kind going on, Mario. 
I don’t pay much attention 4o these things, and people don’t 
consult mo very often about them ; but I believe tUero is some- 
thing. INIrs. Scagraves has hinted to mo, as I dai*c say she avIII 
to you, dear.” 

“ I dare say she will. Is she licrsclf the object of his a’-ows ? ” 

“ Nonsense, Marie.” 

“ Pcally I didn’t know. •Who is the lady ? Do I know lier — 
is her name a secret ? ” 

“ I don’t suppose there is any secret about it. You don’t 
know her, though you may IiaA’c secu her. Did you ever hear 
of Miss Sybil Jansen ? ” 
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''Sybil Jansen?— oil, ycf5 ; a woman wlio makes speeches at 
meetings ? J3ul tliat can’t be— that is loo ridiculous ! Isn't she 
very old ; and doesn’t she wear spectacles and brandish a cotton 
umbridla ? " 

** She is very young and pretty, I am lold, and she has bo- 
wilch( 3 d our young ,)a])iinesc. So tlicy say, at least. T needn’t 
toll you, Moiio, iliat this is not to be .spoken of or hinted at by 
you." 

" Papa ! A.S if I would ** • 

" AVell, dear, you girls don't always know, I suppose, wh .at 
you would or would not, ami .so*it is right to give you a word 
of warning in time. I need liardly say that I don't like this 
poor young fi'llow to lake up with a girl like that, but lio 
hasn’t breathed a v/urd to mo as yet. I dare .say he will soon— 
if tliere is anything in it.” 

“ And what will you say if he docs? ” 

*' I shall gi^3 him just the same advice as if ho were my own 
son.* T shall tell him that I think he is too young to marry, autl 
that ho ought to secure a position for himself first, and give 
himself time, and see if he knows his own mind. I shall tell him 
frankly lliat to marry a girl with such opinions and .such a kind 
of disliiiction aronud lier will ho practically the .sacrifice of all 
his .soci.-il prospects. You can’t drag a woman like that inti) 
good .society — it's ont of the question.” 

'‘But if he— if.lio cares about licr,” ]\rai*ie a^^ked, with 
hesitancy, and wiiliout looking at her fatlicr — “ if lie thinks her 
worth such a sacrifice- it is not nuicli .surely. AVhy slioiild ho 
care about society ? ” 

"4fcry good. If he understands the sacriticc, and is willing 
to make it, that is enough ; hut ho ought to bo told plainly what 
it is — ho doeSli’t k'liow anything about Ihiglisli life.” 

*' And if ho should persevere — if ho really does care about 
her —that would not change you to him, pajia ? You would not 
cease to be his friend ? I certainly should not.” 

" No, doai\ Ho may marry whom ho ^Yill for me.” 

“ You don't mean Unit you don’t care— that you will take no 
interest in him aflev ? ” • 

"No, Liario. lie shall have my friendship always— and 
yours, I hope. woman ho marries shall be received by me.” 

" And by mo,” jMario .^^aid, ciniihatically. " I don’t care wliat 
lior opinions are, or whether she makes speeches. I shall like 
her because of him — at least I shall try to like her.” The last 
words she .siioko rather sadly. 

" So shall I. But we can only speak for ourselves, dear ; and 
you won't always bo able to speak even for yourself, I suppose. 
AVell, i here is the story. Give it an understanding ; bnt no tongue ! 
Keep it to yourself until I remove the bar of silence and secrecy ; 
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and now };o and dress for dinner. You see that the City isn’t all 
to blame if young men grow a little grave and pale sometimes.” 

“ I should like to see her,” said Marie, thoughtfully. “ Can’t 
we get to see her V ” She meant IVIiss Jansen. 

" Easily — if you care to go to one of Mrs. Seagraves* Sunday 
afternoons.” 

“ I don’t much care for TMrs. Seagraves. She is too ridiculous. 
She doesn’t even amuse me any more. Ilut 1 like her brother, 
for all his nonsense about kings and divine right ; and 1 liopo ho 
\von’l get himself killed inEi>ain. Do you know, papa, I think 
if Ca]jtain Cameron were to asl^ino to marry him 1 should have 
to say yes.” • 

-My dear, how can you talk in that way ? ” 

Yes, 1 think I should have to accept him. Could you give 
him a liint, dear ? AVould it bo proper ? ” • 

Marie ! I don’t like to hear you talk such nonsense. What 
do you mean ? ” . 

Women arc not generally supposed to have much mcaijing, 
I hclicve, in wluit they say. Ihit 1 have some meaning too. 1 
think Captain Cameron is the only real man I know— of the 
unmarried, I moan, lie seems to have some purpose in life tit 
for a man— ho has not surrendered his existence to the making 
of money — or the chasing of butterflies.” 

“ Butterflies, Mario ? ” 

" Silly and frivolous tastes, then. I don’t know which I dis- 
liico the more, the work or tho play of tho Agreeable gentlemen 
whom wo count among our friends. In their business moods 
they are precocious usifters: in their hours of idleness tliey are 
ladies’-maids a little overgrown.” 

Sir John looked up at his daughter in some snrjn-ise. JIo 
had always encouraged her to talk out her mind as she pleased. 
And he had often seen her in satirical moods. But she seemed 
more bitterly in earnest now than was usual v/itli her. 

“ I should have known even if you hadn’t told me of Vidal’s 
being hero to-day, Llario.” • • 

" Indeed, dear ! How should you have known it ? ” 

“By your outburst against frivolous youth. I suppose ho 
was trying to amuse you after his own fashion. I really must 
let him know what a wise young person ha'^o hero, and 
recommend him to keep his levities for young ladies of feebler 
mould.” 

“I think they would suit old ladies still better, papa. I 
don’t know anybody who ^ould make a better attendant for a 
careful old maid of quality with a taste for discoloured laces and 
cracked china.” 

Sir John Challoner never lost lus temper, and would not let 
even his daughter see that he could bo annoyed by anything a 
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'woman could say. For though ho adored Ids daughter as his 
daughter, ho no more considered her a creature equal to man 
than a lady who loves her toy-terrier believes that toy-terriers 
stand in the order of creation as high as West End ladies. 

'' You don’t undei’siand Vidal yet, my dear,” ho said, kindly. 
“I don’t wonder, llis is a very conqdex character— women 
don’t rc'adily make it out. Ihit you will see some day — before 
long I hop(i— that he has something in him.” 

^lario ventured no farther then, and was sorry she had 
ventun d so f:n\ She went to dreSs for dinner, feeling miserably 
out of hiruionr with the world, ^and iiot knowing why. Sho sat 
ftn* a long tiiinj listless in lufi* room, thinking what a stupid thing 
life Av’as, and how mean i)ooido’s pursuits and ambitions seemed 
to be, and moralising over existence in general, as young men 
and women always do when they aro nuwilling to confess to 
tlK'mselves that it is only soino jvarlicular oxistonco which coii- 
tHTiis them. IVJany things, however, she acknowledged to herself 
had disappointed her. She was sorry that ha too should be going 
in for tho making of moiu^y — tliat ho too was going to turn out 
likoall the rest— “lie too” being Christmas IVmbroko; for sho 
really had liki'd him always, sho said. Mr. Vidal's conversation 
had been especially out of tune with lior mood that day, and sho 
did not like to In^ar her father lay such stress on tho necessity of 
making money. SIk^ uwhI to hear hut little of such talk from 
him at Dnrowoods. She began to have a sliadowy, Ijalf-aeknow- 
lotlged idea that iKn^lathor making holiday at Diirewoods was a 
difterent person from Sir John dial loner tho succcssriil financier 
in his ordinary lifo in London. • 

Hesides — for slio was a very clever girl, with eyes of keen 
intell'fgonco — sho liogan to think that i^eoplo in general did not 
rcsjiect her father as she rcR]iocled liim — for the (inalitics wliicli 
sln) desired fo respect in him. Slio did not like the "way in 
which lioiiald Vidal commonly sjioko to him, or of him. The 
young man greatly admired Sir John, and loolmd \ip to him 
evidently, but only rs an eager young adventurer looks up to a 
master in tho craft. That was not the sort of admiration Marie 
would liavo wished to see. In a vaguer way, too, her womanly 
susceptibility to slight iniprcssiuifs, and her womanly observa- 
tion of triHing shades of ditlerciicc between one thing and 
another, were teaching her already somewhat of the lesson which 
Sir John Challoiicr himself had frankly cx])laiiiod to Christmas— 
that a man with plenty of money may be in society without 
exactly being of it. All tlicso thou^glits were ju'cssing on her 
wlien sho suddenly and nnexpcctc'clly camo upon Christmas 
Pembroko in tho library tliat ilay, and while his changed ap- 

i ioaranco and his seeming growth of years repressed her and 
:opt her at a distance, sho felt her heart open warmly to him as 
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!io spoke with such generous devotion of her fatlior. iroro at 
least, she thought, is genuine friendship and real sympathy — 
here is, thank Heaven, an unspoiled human heart. And now, 
b(;hold, ho too was grubbing in the City for money like the r<'st ; 
and ho was in love with a girl who screamed on platforms for 
V/oman’s Eights ! Against such trials that day Dear I^ady 
Disdain could at first find no rampart but in her disdain. Sho 
soeniccl to be in a fair way now of earning her nickname. 


CirAPTEE XIV. 

6EKKING A PLIANT HOUR. 

Was Sir John Challoncr then mistaken when ho believed that in 
liis daiiglitt‘r\s eyes and nature ho could read the ovidoncc.of n 
slrmhoring s])irit of ambition and energy wliicli could bo aroused 
and made to play with fervour the game Avhich has social success 
for its stake? Was Diono Lylo mistaken? Was Hon aid Vidal, 
who was of society and know life, and who really admired the 
girl, and believed that if sho w^ould marry him sho could bo 
trained into making him a splendid wife ? As a younger son 
\ idal was determined to marry for money, and had long looked 
aoout among Manchester manufacturers anfl Liverpool merchant 
]winccs for a ]ircsentablo daughter, content even with such a 
])ros]JCct; and he now sprang with cagcrncsss at tho chanco of so 
liaiulsomc and brilliant a girl as Mario Challoncr. Were these 
all mistaken in believing that .slic had spirit and ambition ? Was 
she really made by Nature only to boa happy shepherdess of 
Arcadian Durewoods ? 

Probably they were not mistaken. But Sir John Gliallonor 
perhaps was unwise when he sounded the praises and the glories of 
iimhition too much in advance. EVorybody^ knows bow a prudent 
mother secures her son against captivation at the hands of some; 
pretty girl who is likely to l)p thrown in his way, Sho praises 
and puffs tho girl so much in anticipation, and so excites his 
curiosity and eagerness about her, that when Im socslicr ho is cer- 
tain to be disappointed. Sir J ohn Challoncr had piqued and roused 
Marie's expectations too much on the subject of Ambition. When 
she saw it sho was disappointed. It seemed a poor thing, such 
ambition as ho could shgw her. She had seen very little of 
London society as yet, but she was quick to form impressions, 
and she was disappointed. If her father had been a great 
Parliamentary leader, and had eminent public men around him, 
Mario w-ould probably have warmed to tho largo and thrilling 



138 


BEAU LADY BISDAIX 


game of life in 'which they were engaged. If ho hnd boon in tho 
centre of a circlo of literature and art, and she had listened to 
the talk of historians and i)octs, and novelists and painters, she 
might have felt tho ambition to bo the queen or tho princess of 
such a coterie. But Sir John’s Parliamentary colleagues wore 
only men who used tho ITouso of Commons as a ])laco in which 
to push their various “interests.” Tlic one or two peers who 
came on familiar terms to Sir John’s dinncr-tablo were promoted 
bankers, Bonald Vidal’s father had not yet been persuaded to 
give his presence. The ambition w^as an n mbit ion to push finan- 
cial and *i\iilway sclicnics, and to make money. The peoido 
seemed to ]\Iario stupid, the “interests” i»eddling and vulgar. 
Mven when she still almost shrank from the expectation, she had 
(ixpccted something inlinitcly finer and more nobly alluring than 
this. Tlio very house they lived in, which Sir John believed to 
bo imi)osiug aiid sn])rrl), impressed her with a sense of something 
crude, false, aiyl almost vulgar. 

JJir John said well when la*, said to her, “ You never were 
poor; and I was.” IMcro costliness did not impress lior as it 
still impressed him. )Sho had always seen money freely spruit 
around her, and .die never thought about it. Diono Lyle’s little 
house at Du re woods charmed her with its picturcsqueiicss and 
its serene artistic taste but her father’s great new mansion in 
Kensington chilled her almost from tho first. If every one is 
horn either an Aristotelian or a Platonist, so everybody, bo ho 
king or ho he cobblclt, is born of the artist or the hot'if/rots cl«nss. 
^laric was of the former class, as her fatlu'r was of tlio latter, 
and she could not. help looking on all tilings in life, great and 
little, from the nrM'.stio point of view. Tlic career 'svhich her 
])rcscnt life seemed to open to woman’s ambition had nothing 
])ictu]'os(iuc oi; thrilling-- in a word, nothing artistic about it. 

All this ])roduccd its offoct upon her mind, and its clTcct, 
combined Avitli still mnver things, shaped it.solf in thoughts more 
or less distressing and melancholy as she was dressing for dinner 
on that day wliilc C5iri.stmas* Pembroke was devouring his way 
through London strccis and thinking of her. One thought was 
perhaps uijpcrmost in her mind, the idea tliat sho at least would 
bo a friend to any girl Avhom Christmas Pembroke loved. More 
than once ilto tcai^ came into the generous eyes of Dear Lady 
Disdain as sho determined on doing heroic things to befriend 
that pair and make them Jiappy. How very happy ho mnst be, 
sho thought, to have found the one ho loves so soon, and to bo 
loved by her. And sho too— -she mugt be very happy and must 
love him. “ I will tell her,” thought Dear Lady Disdain, “some 
(lay — how / liked him — from the very first.” 

Generous resolves within ourselves beget generous construc- 
tion of others. Marie began to believe that Christmas was roallv 
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worldng in tho City only for liis love, and not for ilio mere greed 
of money-making. She softened towards him and she bccanio 
more and more anxious to see Miss Sybil Jansen. 

Sir John had two or tlirec licavy men and tlieir wives to dine 
that day, and they went away early, and then ho took liis 
daughter to an evening party. Mr. Addal was there, and was 
looking very handsome and bright, and W’as talking to everybody. 

I [o soon found liis w’ay to Mario’s side, and seemed anxious to 
make himself cons]jicnons by Jiis attentions to her. 

Suddenly Mario broke in upon some criticism lie 'was offering 
upon the music to which si* Ini#! not hcen listening — * 

“ ]\[r. Yidal — you know” evcrybod;f. Do you know a lady— a 
Miss Sybil Jansen?’’ 

‘•Sybil Jansen? Oh, yes, certainly. I liavo met her often.” 
“ Indeed. Then you know her? ” • 

" You say I know everybody! I have mot INFirs Jansen at 
one or tw'o jilaccs. Slu^ is a sort of person whom some i>copIe 
take up, you know'. You must gt) to tlie rigid place to meet Jior. 
I'ci'pie who like curiosities aiul so on sometimes make a point of 
paying her some attention. You wouldn’t meet her hero.” 

“Is she protiy, or is she clever? Tell mo something about 
her.” 

“ Slio is pretty in a sort of w'ay. She has nice eyes and teeth, 
I think — a pale little girl; very young, and with her little licad 
ti. ’iiod rather by self-conceit and tlio notion that slie has a 
mission.” • 

“She makes speeches— docs she speak W'cll ? ” 

“ Yes, I think so— for that sort of thing. I don’t cave about 
women’s spocclics — in public T mean. Miss dial loner. SIio talks 
like a little whirlwind; would give you alicadacho to Iiear much 
of it, I should think.” 

“ Diu you ever tell her what you thought of her speaking? ” 
“ Well, no; not exactly. That would he rather rude, wouldn’t 
it? I haven’t quite tlio courage of old Lady Jervis— iho old 
woman; mother of tho young feWow' Sir Dudley Jervis; yoa 
kno'w. 

“ No, I don’t know ; hut 'wliat did she do ? ** 

“She took a liking to hear little Sybil, and got some one to 
take her to a lecture somewhere. When it was ov5r somebody 
offered to prc.scnt Miss Sybil, and tho old lady blandly consented. 
So tho poor girl was brought up, and Lady Jervis calmly studied 
her through her eyeglass, and then said ‘Miss Jansen, if you 
were ray daughter I’d whi]^ you and send you to bod ! ’ ” 

“ What a detestable and cruel old woman ! Yet I don’t kno'w 
that it w'as not better to sjxiak in that w'ay than to praise tho 
poor girl to her face — oh, I know from wliat you have said that 
you did praise )icr to her face !— and tlicn make a jest of her. 
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I suppose she is very much in earnest. I think now that I 
should like licr.” 

No, you wouldn't care about her.” 

" I mean io see her and make her acquaintance, for all that.” 

“ That will bo easily done if you really wish to know her and 
*Sir John doesn’t object. But T don’t think ho cares much about 
speech-makin" women, docs he ? ” 

Spccch-makinjx women seem to you a class something like 
dancing dogs,’’ said Mario ^ 

“ AVell, Dr. Johnson did make s^ne sort of comparison like 
that, did^i’fc ho V ” Vidal asked, t 

Mario droppi'd the confersalion, m*, indeed, to describe mat- 
ters more properly, shook it off. It offended her to licar any 
i^arnest attenq)! of an cnihusiaslic woman talked of in such a 
manner, “iliad rallior a thousand times bo a man who could 
fall in love with her,” she thought, “ than a man who could only 
laugh at her. . Why sliould she bo laughed at? She is trying to 
do , some good in the world: and 1 am not. She has some 
purpose in living beyond making money and getting into society. 

1 don’t SCO any other purpose in most of the people I know.” 

Borhaps if lionald Vidal liad greatly praised Miss Jansen, 
Marie might have been more inclined to doubt her mission and 
her merits. But with all his sui)i)Osc(l knowledge of women Mr. 
Vidal went wrong in assuming that every girl likes to hear other 
girls spolvcn of with contemiff. Ho quite misunderstood Marie 
dial loner at all cvTjnts, for she always liad the generous weak- 
ness wliich inclines one to defend the assailed even without 
much inquiry into tho merits of the question. If the nature of 
woman always loves to exercise itself in contradiction, as people 
say, the contradiction which Dear Lady Disdain found herself 
tempted to ijidulgo in was only that which speaks up for tho 
weak or tho unpoimlar. 

Bonald Vidal saw that he had not quite pleased Mario by his 
criticism of 'Miss Jansen, whom lie would liavo praised with the 
greatest readiness if he had* known that it woukl giA^o lier any 
gratification. Do Avas a good-natnrcd young man, Avho never 
eared to injure anyboily ; but ho generally found that conA’ersa- 
.tions arc more freely carried on By means of censure than by 
means of pfaiso. His actiA^c mind seeking overyAvlicro for know- 
ledge of persons, liad led him to Avhero Miss Jansen was to be 
licard—and of course he took care to be ]>rcscnted to her, and 
no doubt ho had praised her to her face and disparaged her (ho 
Avas not much given to laughter, j^nd had very little sense of 
humour) behind her back. But it is only fair to say that ho 
would have pointed out the defects of liis own sister with equal 
openness. Mario Challoncr was probably the only woman Avho 
impressed him with any sense of genuine respect and admiration. 
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110 greatly enjoyed talking scandal to other 'women, as lie liked 
limc-hiirgains with men or chaff with actresses ; but ho came to 
JMario always with better hopes and topics. 

This night he had evidently had the hint which Sir John 
Challoncr promised to give him. IIo left Marie discreetly for a 
wliilo after tlio talk about Miss Jansen, but ho contrived to come 
near licr again belbio long. 

“ So glad to find you again,” ho said ; and he managed to 
iiitorcc'pt others who woro ]icar Jier. " I have something to toll 
} ou — stay, here is a chair — in this (piict corner.” 

T\rario was afraid perhaj^ th;jt she had been a little abrupt 

111 the matter of Miss Jansen, and «ho welcomed him with a 
]Hopi{iatory smile, and took the chair which ho was offering to 
lior. 

r am going to do something at last,” lie said-»-*‘ something 
definite, I mean. I think you will approve of it. I am going to 
start upon a regular career in i)ublic life.” 

“ Oil ! 1 am very glad ; I think you aro doing quite right. 
rWoiy man of talent ought to do something of the kind.” 

” Thank you,” ho said, much more warmly than the implied 
compliment deserved, and evidently determined to make the 
most of it. “ Thank you ! you aro very kind and ciicouvaging. 
Yes, ilioro is an opening— did you hear them talking of it to- 
in Lord Barbican’s borough-— and there would bo a 
chance for some one who would come boldly forward on thorougly 
iti lopondcnt principles, and try to got tlio scat out of tho 
hands of tho insufferable Barbican family. One runs a risk 
and makes enemies of course ; but I don’t caro. You see it’s 
this way ” 

And then ho drew a chair beside her, and began to give her 
an account of how Lord Barbican and his family Iiad for genera- 
tions domineered over the borough, and how there was a good 
chalice now, with tho ballot, of wresting tho rciircscntation from 
them, if a really independent Candida to came forward who was 
not afraid of the Barbicans. Every woman»warms to the pros- 
pect of a combat, and feels some interest in the champion who 
runs most risk ; and A^idal soon saw a sparkle of ambition and 
encouragement in Marie's eye.* Before ho had talked to her very 
long she began to regard the borough as a sort of Andromeda, 
Lord Barbican as a devouring sea-monster, Aid the handsome 
Itonald Vidal as a rescuing Perseus. Ho did certainly look very 
handsome, and he talked, she thought, very eloquently. Per- 
haps she had really then misunderstood and undervalued him. 
Perhaps tho levity was bilt tho indolence of a gallant sjiirit 
waiting for its opportunity. Perhaps it was once more a 
Sardanapalus rushing from his revel to the battle, or Prince Hal 
renouncing Eastchcap to offer challenge to Harry Hotspur. 
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Marie’s rather vague ideas of political confests happily enabled 
her to contcniplale the coming struggle for Lord liarbican’s 
borough with other eyes than those of an ( lection agent. 

“I thought you would apin-ovo of this,” he said, in a low 
appealing tone. 

“ Mr. Vidal, it gives me great ph'asurr 

“ I have boon thinking ol it this long time, and especially 
since that first day when wo walked ui) the hill among the trees 
at Lurewoode. Do you remember ? ” 

** I romeinbcr tlio w'alk,” Mafic answered, a little pleased, , 
dosjiito c/f herself, to know that he rtmemhered it. 

“ Well, we talked then «rf i)olitical life and ambition, and you 
seemed to encourage my desire to make some sort of a name for 
myself. in polities.” 

“ Did I V , That was very rash of mo, Mr. Vidal, for I know 
nothing about political life then, and I know very little now. 
Did I really ventiiro to give an opinion? ” 

Indeed ybu did ? 7 have not forgotten it. And frcim that 
moi'nent I dehjrniiucd to show you that perhaps 1 deserved a 
better opinion than you had of me.” 

Ihit please douT say that ! If I was so rash as to urge you 
to an.> tiling, it was only, I suppose, because I had a better 
opinion of you than you had of > ourself.” 

“Thank you --thank you. I'll do my best. ITl have your 
good opinion if 1 can. I’ll win my s}>urs. The truth is, 
Olialloner spoiled — your father spoiled me ! ” 

“ I am sojTy to hear that my father has spoiled anybody ? ” 

“ I douT mean, seriously, of course ; but ho has such a head 
for business and fiiianco and all that ; and ho ahvays told mo I 
had too: and ho is such a thorough man of the world, you 
know ; and has such a toiiguo that ho can make people do what- 
ever ho likes.' I never saw* such a fellow to talk people over as 
Challoiier is. hlevcr, I givo you my word.” 

Certainly thi.s was not the sort of panegyric which Marie 
would have eared todicar proftiounccd upon her father. 

“ I know so little of these things,” she said, rather coldly. 
“ I always lived so much out of the world down at Dure woods. 
My fatlicr always appeared to me in so different a light 1 I don’t 
recogniso him in your in-aise even, Mr. Vidal.” 

“ Of course,” said Vidal, “ our fathers always appear to us 
in an ideal light. It’s a merciful dispensation of Providence. 
Wo could never got on if wo regarded our fathers and mothers 
as ordinary human beings. But you must not mind my nonsense. 
Miss Challoner.” 

“ I don’t mind it at all, Mr. Vidal." 

By these words Mario probably meant to say that slic knew 
she ought not to mind it, and that she would not mind 
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it if she could. But she did mind it for all that. It jarred 
heavily on licr feelings, and even on her nerves. Was this, then, 
the character which her father bore — the character of a pushing, 
plausible, grasping* man of the world? It was not thus she 
thought of him when they read together and rambled Ik the 
lanes together at Dure woods, and wlien out of the vague hints 
she had heard of his early acquaintanceship with Miss Lyle she 
had woven together the threads faint and light as if spun from 
sunbeams, of some romantic story in which ho must liavc played 
a noble, heroic i)art. Even ^f it was only Vidal’s nonseiiso it 
iiiu't licr to licar such nonsRiso spoken of her father. • 

Vidal could not make much lurtlwr way that night. Passing 
through one of the rooms presently he met Sir John Challoncr. 

I say, Challoncr, look here," ho said, and ho drew liini inlo 
•i coi iier. “ I’ve been putting my foot in it with yopr daughter.” 

Indeed ; What have you been saying ? ” 

“ Well, she was very kind, and I was telling her of all my 
j)laus, and, by Jove ! 1 never saw her so friendly td mo — when in 
an oi^jI Jiour i began to excuse myself by saying that it was'you 
who drew mo into money affairs and all that, aM that you were 

so clever a man of the world ” 

''Well?" 

“ 81io didn’t socin to like it at all. I thought if I could put 
1 ho blame on you it would be all right — that sho would excuse 
n j all the more readily, and of course you wouldn’t care. But 
she grew quite cold and distant at the bare«uggostion that you 
w^eren’t exactly like that particular one of King Arthur’s 
Kniglitb who found the Holy Crail.” 

“ Mane has a very high opinion of me, Vidal.” 

But I say— :you know — what an absurd idea it is to bring 
up one’s children with the notion that one is a sort of divine 
being! That sort of thing must burst up one dajTor otlicr, you 
know. I can assure you I never had any such an idea of my 
father, although there could hardly bo a better man of his kind. 
Anyhow, Challoncr, you ought to Jiavo warned mo beforehand 
that I was to think of you as a Bayard of Whitehall and a 
Fenclon of Lombard Street, and I’d have done my best to cheat 
myself into Iho delusion.” • 

You don’t understand women yet,” Sir John said with his 
quiet smile. " Women are not to bo studied merely by sitting 
next to them at dinner parties, or waltzing in a crowd— or 
composing the quarrels of rival actresses, Vidal.” 

“ I wish I understood your daughter a little better. She’s the 
only '^ oman I know who is*worth the understanding.” 

You must make allowance for her country bringing up,” 
Sir John said with the slightest possible flavour of sarcasm in 
his tone. ** You don’t often meet such girls, Vidal. But in any 
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caso you ought to know that women don’t as a rule care to lool- 
at things as they are, but only as they would like to think them 
Even if a woman knew in her secret heart that somebody— her 
father if you like in certain cases— was not an ideal personage, 
she Tfbula always prefer to have him presented to her as if bo 
were.” 

** I suppose that’s true,” said Vidal. " In any case it’s advice 
I shall act upon for the future. But, good Heavens ! to think 
of a clevor, quick girl of to-day having such ideas about her 
father ! ” • 

“ It is absurd,” Sir John said, sifeiling in his peculiar why ; 
” but they are only children, y6u know, Vidal. Men of brains 
like you and me must humour their pretty little w^/’ 

“ I only hope I haven’t made an utter moss of it.^'' 

” Oh, no ; I don’t fancy it can bo quite irretrievable. I’ll do 
my best by rdstoring myself to restore you too.” 

So they parted for the hour. 


CHAPTER XV. 

HYPATIA AT HOME. 

SvBiL Janseh lodge'cl in a quiet street which branched off from 
a considerable thoroughfare in the West Centre of London, Tho 
houses there had been spacious mansions occupied by people of 
quality in other days, but had come gradually- down in tho 
world. Professor Huxley bos expressed some ^regret, in one of 
his lectures, that wo have not in our society, along with tho 
arrangements which enable meritorious and gifted persons to rise 
fL'om lowly state to high, some mechanism to facilitate or cause 
the regular descent of the unmeritorious and ungifted from 
high estate to low. It is a p!ty that tho defect is not supplied, 
if only that we might bo allowed periodically to watch tho 
edifying spectacle of the deservmg and undeserving person 
passing each other, as in an ascending and a descending bucket, 
the one mounting leaven ward to Belgi'avia, the other mournfully 
going down for his sins to New Cross. Some sneh process may, 
however, bo observed in our streets and houses. There the 
descent in the social scale may be watched by the easiest 
observer. The house sinks in tho street ; then the street sinks 
in the quarter; then the quarter sinks in the city. Only it is 
^ud to trace out the moral. What were the sins that doomed 
she ou^^^ street, the quarter, where Miss Sybil Jansen lived 
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io go down in tho social rank — ^what tho virtues which earned 
for South Kensington its title to go up ? 

Most of the houses in this street had their lower floors 
occupied by^solicitors, doctors, or dentists. Tho upper rooms 
divided themselves among lodgers. Thus tho houses still kept 
up a sort of digjiifled appearance of being offices and chambers ; 
not hack London lodging-houses. A good many artists lodged in 
that quarter, and the passcr-by occasionally met some brown- 
cheeked Kofnan women with geld oar-rings and snowy chemisettes, 
with supple forms and srf)erb walk, who wore the raodels for 
peasantry of the Campagna to the losing pencils of tho region. 
Not far was tho British Museum, whence flowed after four o’clock 
each afternoon a stream of readers and students of both sexes, 
alike rather careless of dress, and alike for tlie most part some- 
what ungainly of figure. Not all, however, were catoless of dross 
or ungainly of figure, for Miss Sybil Jansen rend in the Museum, 
and her pretty face, slender form, and artistic dressing w'ore tho 
admiration of many a student of the one sox, and the envy of 
many even among the most learned of the other. 

It was in tho British Museum that tho acquaintance between 
Sybil Jansen and Christmas, be^n in Mrs. Seagraves’ drawing- 
room, had ripened into something like friendship, at least on 
his side. Miss Jansen had gone in for renovating the world 
on the basis of freo opinions and the equality of the sexes. She 
i ugged to her heart and often repeated to l^prsclf the statement 
id which tho feelings of George Eliot’s latest heroine had just 
been set forth — viz., that when any good was to be done for 
anybody, the heroine would have thought any allusion to the sex 
of the jperson concerned wholly irrelevant. Miss Jansen told 
herself in tho fullest and purest good faith that where friendship, 
beneficence, and a good cause were concerned, a question of sex 
was irrelevant. If the question did not actually become irrele- 
vant the moment it was philosophically proclaimed to be so that 
was no fault, of Miss Jansen. Much more pretentious and* im- 
portant schemes of philosophy than hers h^e been founded on 
the principle of calling things irrelevant which yet prove them- 
selves every now and then to h^ve a sad and unalterable relevanb j 
to our life. This principle of Miss Jansen’s is on\y mentioned 
here to explain the readiness with which t\je young Hypatia 
struck^up a friendly league. with our hero and walked often in 
his company of evenings from the British Museum to her own 
door. Sybil thought no harm, and neither surely did our often 
preoccupied youth of thoagloomy brow. He was lonelv, and 
her frank friendship pleasea him. There was a good deal 
sympathetic between them. He was now a little at odds with 
the world; and so she seemed to be. Some ihin^ had gone 
wrong with him ; to her the whole scheme of tne nnivetse 
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seemed ont of gear. Ho was tmliappy, and certainly Sybil 
Jansen was not happy. 

She had often asked him to pass a few honrs of the ovoning 
with her and her mother, and ho meant some time to accept the 
invitation. He had once or twice entered the house with her, 
and had been greatly pleased with his reception in his simple 
boyish way. He had not seen her now for many days (so far 
astray was Sir John Challoncr in his conjecture), and he had 
hardly thought of her in liis work and his rushing hither and 
thither. * As ho looked across Kcnsifgton Gardens this night he 
suddenly thought of her, and*he resolved to go and see her. 

They are friendly to mo," he thought — and observe that even 
in his thought it was '‘they," not “ she " and I think they 
would be glad to see me — nol)ody else cares particularly in 
London tliat I know of.” In this mood he made his way — 
a pretty long way — to the street where Miss Jansen lived; 
and he saw lights in the windows, and the elderly woman who 
opened the door and took general care of the offices and apart- 
ments told liim that she believed Mrs. and Miss Jansen were 
at homo, and would ho walk up, please? For this was no 
lodging-house, be it understood, with a common servant to wait 
on everybody. This was a collection of offices, chambers, and 
apartments, and the elderly housekeeper who took charge of tho 
concern in general had nothing to do with admitting you or 
jiiloting you into any particular department of the building. 
You went your way and knocked at whatever door on whatever 
floor you wanted — almost as if you were in Paris ; and you could 
not possibly be so lost to all impression of dignity as to suppose 
you were in an ordinary and commonplace Bloomsbury lodging- 
house. 

So our youth found his way up a broad and very dimly lighted 
stair until ho came to the floor on which tho Jansens lived. lie 
had been there before in company with Miss Sybil ; that is, when 
he hod escorted her homo — or walked with her, for she did not 
care about escort— he had gone upstairs with her once or twice, 
os has been said, and had been presented to her mother. He had 
’^mod or inferred from Miss Jppsen's conversation that they 
^/ed on 6o;no very small income which had remained to her 
mother, aided by Sybil’s own hard work in translating for 
publishers, doing occasional magazine articles, and delivering 
lectures. One of Miss Jansen’s faiths or dreams was that when 
women got the suffrage they would be able to command for their 
literary other work reward equal to that of mej. Christmas 
had ^'i*aqy endeavoured to question with this hope, but had little 
sr ‘^HSJs. He .thought now, as he ascended the half-lighted stair, 
Jfrat Sybil’s dreams were hardly to bo wondered at, and that it 
'Vould be cruel to deny her tho*pleasuro ot hope. 
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Ho tapped at their door, and a servant told him the ladies 
wore in, conducted him across a small passage to the door of a 
room which was dark, scraped a match and lighted a lamp in 
the room, showed him in, then asked him his name, did not 
wait for his card, and disappeared apparently in some bewilder- 
ment. 

Christmas was left for a few moments to occupy himself in 
looking over the books and papers which lay on the table. Tlie 
word ‘‘ Scra]>book ” in gilt letters on one volume attracted his 
attention, and ho wondeifi much how a young lady of Miss 
Jansen’s vigorous and exalted* turn of mind could care for a 
trivial and feminine compilation or that kind. He opened the 
scrap-book and found that it contained only a collection of 
cattmgs from newspapers referring to the lectures and tho 
speeches of Miss Sybil Jansen. • 

There was a melancholy interest in this poor little collection 
of criticisms. No journal of which Christmas had over hoard 
tho name before had honoured tho young Hypatia with a notice. 
But the Pechham Chronicle compared her to Corinna ; the Dept- 
ford and Isle of Dogs Gazette said she reminded him of Sappho; 
the WomarCs Champion declared that Miss Jansen was tho 
priestess of a new gospel. There were pages and yards of tliis 
sort of thing cut out with scrupulous neatness, and preserved 
ns though they were works of art. A feeling of compassion came 
1 p in Christmas’s mind, as ho thought of ^le poor girl trying to 
feed her heart on this sort of food, and believing that tho voice 
of the Deptford and Isle of Dogs Gazette was fame. Fame itself, 
wise people say, is incense that only godlike hearts can feed 
upon without withering into atrophy ; but fancy a sham-fame, 
the dulled reflection of a soap-bubble in a cracked glass I 

While Christmas was thinking over those things there entered 
the young Hypatia herself. She was dressed gracefully and 
simply as was her wont— in black silk, high to the throat, and 
short at the ankle. She looked very pale and very pretty, and in 
the dimly-lighted room she gave tho idea fo Christmas that she 
was all eyes. She entered the room in the dubious way of one 
who expects to meet a stranger, and then recognising Pembr^.'^e, 
a very wave of welcoming expression passed over her face— 

" Mr. Pembroke! Now this is kind, and I am so glad to see 
you ; ” and slic emphasised words here and tliere in her cnergetio 
little way; "but I had no idea it was you. Our now seiwant 
bungled over your name. Mamma will bo so glad to see you.” 

" I have long been promising myself the plcas^ iC J)f coming 
to see you,” said Christmas, "but I have been a goocuoo<i-9ut of 
town lately.” 

" You have just come in time for tea. I see you wepe looidng 
over my notices. 1 ought not to have loft that book out.” 
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" Was I wrong in reading it ? Surely not ? ” 

‘ " Oh, no ; I don’t mean that ; hut it looks like vanity ; and 
men always say wo women arc vain. It is not vanity, however, 
Mr. Pembroke— at least in my case. I am not vain, but I hope 
I care for the cause which I represent ; and any praise given to 
mo must be of service to that. So you have been reading some 
of the notices? Some of them are very good! are they not? I 
wonder if you happened to read what the Tmmpet of Putney 
said. Will you call me vain if I slmw it to you and ask you just 
to glance at it?” 

She tdbk the book from him witn her nervous, quivering 
hands, and fluttered its pag(ft over until she found the citation 
from the Trumpet of Putney. Christmas’s heart sank as ho 
glanced over it. It was an enthusiastic suburban reporter’s 
rhapsody written in penny-a-line English, no word under three 
syllables, and tlie adjectives generally applied inaccurately. It 
spoke of Miss Jfinsen’s talents as transcendental,” and said that 
her -joice was as potential ” as it was musical. Yet this girl, 
of much talent and considerable culture, admired it and was 
delighted with it, 

” I cried with joy when I read that first,” sho said. It is 
too much praise, perhaps, you think; but I welcomed it as a 
sign that men were at last beginning to do justice to women. 
You don’t feel with us, I know, and I am sorry for it, and I 
don’t understand it. The generosity of your instincts ought to 
bring you to us,” • 

"I haven’t studied the question much, so count me as 
neutral. Miss Jansen.” 

No. You can’t be neutral. You must declare for right or 
wrong — for truth or falsehood. No, no; you are under some 
influence — ^tho ^influence of some woman, I know, who persuades 
you that wo are unwomanly. Oh, how we suffer from these cold 
creatures of society — ^these traitresses to their own cause I ” 

Miss Sybil’s eyes gleamed and her breast heaved, and her 
little thin fingers closed as if* around the hilt of some weapon 
wherewith to pierce the hearts of her treacherous sisters. 

Come,” she said, suddenly chanjpng her tone, and removing, 
orfather snatching, the book of criticisms from Pembroke’s hand; 
“ you don’t dkte about all this sort of thing, I know, and I am 
only boring you to llo purpose. I don’t wan’t to be a mere bore, 
Mr. Pembroke ; but if you knew how much I think about these 
things! Come into the other room. Mamma will be delighted 
to see you. She likes you so much ; ^d we will give you some 
tea.” 

Her voice sounded gratefully in Christmas’s ears. He was 
rfad jo be where he knew that he was welcome, and he had been 
Rowing into a compassionate liking for poor young, lonely Sybil, 
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with her futile aspirations and her barren ambition, and her 
morbid susceptibility. He had never before met any one so 
terribly in earnest. 

Sybil led him across the little passage, and into a room wlicro 
her mother and she usually spent their evenings. It was a large 
old-fashioned room, very neatly kept, and furnished in a stylo 
which, to a quick and observant eye, would have told a some- 
what pathetic story. There was, for example, a superb old- 
fashioned piano, and there was a beautiful little ebony table, 
old-fashioned too ; and th^e were two or three fine portraits in 
oil which had been done by a good •hand, and had cost money 
in their time. But the carpet was of the newest and cheapest 
kind, the chairs unmistakably suggested a second-hand shop and 
“ This Cheap Drawing-room Set ” — the mirror over the chimney- 
piece had beyond doubt once been marked with its price in 
chalk in the front of some small auctioneer’s store ; the little 
time-piece was evidently of similar origin. The saano discrepancy 
was in the books. There were two or three very fine and costly 
old editions, and there were many of the very cheapest of 
modern reprints, with their thin paper and their small over- 
worked type. Everything bore evidence of scrupulous neatness 
and of refined taste. The story told itself. The Jansens had 
once had money, and now they were poor. 

, Mrs. Jansen was a feeble and wasted woman, with a manner 
of somewhat faded and old-fashioned elegance, like that of ono 
who, long withdrawn from society, had fallen behind the ways 
of the present. She was dressed with much greater effort at 
elegance than her daughter, and might have passed off in dim 
light, or to not very keen eyes, as up to the fashion in evening 
costume. She gave Christmas a cordial welcome and a kind 
smile. She would bo very glad to have the monotony of her 
life brightened occasionally by the visit of an intelligent and 
agreeable young man ; and if she had any dim, undefined thought 
deep down in her maternal bosom, about S|ybil, who shall blame 
her.? 

" Have you looked at mamma's portrait ? ” Sybil asked ; and 
she held up a lamp for him to see the painting. It was done 
by Westwood— ho was an Academician, you know.”# (Christmas 
did not know, but was ready to believe.) it not a wonderful 
likeness ? ” 

Christmas saw the portrait of a slender, soft, handsome 
woman, wearing a hat and feathers, and a dress unfamiliar to 
his memories of female cosftume. It might have been one of tlio 
famous Miss Gunning’s or one of Sir Joshua’s beauties, for all 
ho could have told. It certainly seemed to him to have little 
that even memory or imagination could connect with the worn 
and prematurely aged woman who sat near the hearth where the 
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littio brass kettle was standing. But he praised the picture 
cordially, evading the question of likeness, for ho was a terribly 
truthful and ingenuous youth. 

“ I can see that you do not think it a good likeness,” said 
Sybil, in a disappointed tone. “I know all Mr. Pembroke's 
ways, mamma. Ho never can bo got to say anything ho doesn't 
believe— he never ^\lll pay a compliment. Oh, if men were all 
60 truthful and honest ! *' 

And yet Sybil seemed somehoiv ns if she could bear a com- 
pliment CPT two now and then well erwCugh. 

“ My dear, how could Mj*. Pctibroke see any likeness in that 
1o what I am now? You forget the number of years and the 
changes. I was only Sybil's age when that was painteii, Mr. 
Pembroke. ^ had just boon married. It was like mo then, I 
believe — very like. I am old enough to be able to say that now 
without affectation.'' 

“ It seems wonderfully like, to me,'' Sybil said, holding up 
her lamp, and gazing fondly at the picture. “ I cannot see any 
change. The farthest memory 1 have, mamma, is of you just 
like that ; only not the same kind of dress ; and 1 cannot sco 
any cliange.” 

" One good thing about common misfortune,” said the older 
lady, ” is that it keeps up a sympathy and love that perhaps 
other people don't have. Sybil is everything to me, Mr. Pem- 
broke ; and I suppose I am a good deal to her. Sybil, dear, will 
you make tea ? ” 

Sybil bestirred herself very gracefully and prettily, and 
Pembroke watched her with interest. She poured some hot 
water into the tea-pot to heat it ; then she poured that off again, 
then she put in some tea, after a momeniary mental calculation 
of the additional quantity required by the presence of the 
visitor ; then she poured water on the tea ; and then she put tho 
tea to draw. As she moved about ho could not help observing 
now and then that sljo had a very white and pretty arm, and ho 
oven had a glimpse more than once of a bronze slipper, a very 
neat ankle, and a scarlet stocking. An ipstinctive politeness 
made him talk chiefly to tho older lady ; but ho was not thereby 
prevented from following the movements of tho younger. 

He could not li^lp remembering that he had more than once 
heard disparaging criticism of tho young Hypatia, on the ground 
that she defied society— that she went everywhere without escort, 
and that she lived independently, and alone—*' as if she were a 
young man, and not a young woman, ^ one censor remarked. It 
was true that Sybil did go to places alone, and return alone ; but 
Christmas thought that anybody who saw her quiet home and 
her attention to her mother might have excused many of her 
acts of independence, and put at least the best construction on 
her doings. 
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Sybil left the room once on some domestic purpose, and the 
elder lady, as if she had been following Pembroke’s thoughts, 
said — 

“ My Sybil loads a strango life, Mr. Pembroke, or what would 
have been thought a strango life in my younger days. I do not 
cross her, and I do not even advise her against it, for she has been 
a most devoted daughter to me, and her life has been a trying one. 
1 encourage her in going out to places alone, for how else could 
she go? And sho would pine if she remained always within 
these walls.” ^ * 

** Nobody has a right m complain of what sho doss, if you 
approve of it,” Christmas said waAnly, and forgetting that it 
was not the best thing perhaps to tell the mother that people did 
complain. 

“ I suppose people do find fault with her,” slm said ; ** and 
with me. But a great many people — you can’t think how many 
— praise her, and say that sho has a duty to fulfil. And she is 
really a very clover speaker — they all say — and I*am glad to seo 
her throw herself into some public cause, for then she goes about 
and speaks, and is praised, and it makes her happy ; and if she 
did not think she was doing some public good she never would 
leave mo; and what sort of life would that be for a young 
woman? It is no vanity of hers. She is not vain in the least, 
I assure you.” 

Christmas was deeply touched by these evidences of affection 
on the part of mother and daughter. The* girl still saw a like- 
ness in the brilliant portrait to tho worn elderly woman ; the 
mother could not see the little touches of unrepressed vanity in 
the daughter which actually sprang to the eye of every passing 
stranger. 

“ And then,” Mrs. Jansen went on with a little energy in her 
usually feeble manner, if Sybil is warm about t^omen’s rights 
and women’s wrongs, she and 1, Mr. Pembroke, have both suffered 
much from a man. We have been cruelly treated. Why is that 
child poor and hardworked in her* youth ?• Because of a heart- 
less man ! I am not a widow, Mr. Pembroke, though you may 
have thought so. My husband, my Sybil’s father, is living, 
and w • ^ 

She was loaning forward in her chair and speaking in tones 
of keen and concentrated anger. Sybil entered, and Mrs. Jansen 
leaned quietly back again. 

" Sybil, my dear,” she said, ** I don’t know if Mr. Pembroke 
would like a little cold mgat with his tea. Perhaps he has dined 
early or not dined at all. Young gentlemen, 1 know, are apt to 
be careless.” 

Mrs. Jansen belonged to the days before gastronomy had 
come to be the special boast of every young man’s education, 
and when young men were still called young gentlemen. 
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“ I hope ho would like some,” Sybil said, “ for I liavo had no 
dinner, and I am going to have some cold meat.” 

Christmas had instincts far too kindly not to declare at once 
that he had eaten no dinner and that ho should like some cold 
meat, of all things. Poor fellow, it was quito true that he had 
not dined, but true also that he had not thought about the 
matter, and now he did begin to feel hungry. Sybil left the 
room again. 

Mrs. Jansen at once resumed her story to Christmas — 

“ Few women have suffered more at the hands of a bad and 
selfish man than I have, Mr. Pembroke — except Sybil — for, how- 
ever, her father may have ' conceived that ho had a right to 
wrong me, he had no right to desert that innocent child. Were 
you going to ask me why I tell you this ? ” 

This Avas a.painful question, but Christmas felt inspired with 
an answer which was at once truthful and soothing — 

"No, Mrs. Jansen, I was not going to ask you that. I sup- 
pose you tell this to mo because you think me better wortliy of 
your 'confidence than a mere chance acquaintance.” 

" That is the reason partly ; but partly, too, because I should 
like you to know that if poor Sybil seems to you strangely eager 
to see women righted, it is because she, more than most other 
human beings, has seen how women are wronged. Thank you, 
Sybil, dear. Shall wo have some toast ? ” 

Then Sybil sot to making some toast, and Christmas offered 
to relievo her, and with a few hints of instruction did efficiently 
relieve her. In return for his education in the art of making 
toast, ho gave some information relative to Chinese and Japanese 
ways of making tea, which was received with interest. No 
women could bo more easy and self-possessed than this mother 
and daughter. It was clear that they did all such lighter work 
as belonged to the tea-table for themselves, and left their servant 
only what may bo called the heavier duties. They never seemed 
other than perfectly well-bred women — ^ladies, as the phrase is — 
when thus engaged. Christmas could hardly recognise the fierce 
and palpitating little prophetess of the platform in the kindly, 
genial girl w'ho bustled about her modest rooms and made tea 
and laid plates and was so feminine tfhd winning. 

After tea Christmas, who had a good baritone voice and some 
Imowledgeof music,«ang to Sybil’s accompaniment several songs, 
and he also endeavoured, without Sybil’s accompaniment, to give 
the ladies some idea of what Japanese music and singing were 
like ; and they looked at photographs, ai^ they kept off the woman 
question, and were very pleasant. Once or twice Christmas was 
reminded that he was under the roof of an agitator or a woman 
endowed with a mission, when a number of letters trom the post 
were brought to Sybil, and begging to be excused, she tore them 
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open and found that they contained invitations to meetings and 
lectures, questions to bo answered, and other such incidental 
intrusions on tho peace of those who como before the public. 
Once or twice Sybil begged to be allowed to withdraw into the 
other room to answer letters that scarcely admitted of delay. 

'' Another word, Mr. Pembroke,” said the elder lady during 
one of these absences, returning with trembling lips to her former 
painful subject. “ There is another reason why I have told you 
of our misfortunes. I know* well enough what a cloud hangs 
over a woman in this counti% wlip for whatever reason is [Separated 
from her husband. I know that if sift wore as free of fault as an 
angel there are people who would hold her in suspicion and 
would shrink from her. I avoid that, for I shrink from them. 
But as you are kind enough to come to see us, 1 tJiink it right 
that you should know I receive no one under false pretences. 
Now you hnow ; and I shall not trouble you any more on the 
subject.” 

This was, indeed, the chief reason of Mrs. Jansen’s confidence. 
She had acquired in her wrongs and her loneliness a sort of fierce 
independence, and if she had, poor woman, any faint far thought 
that possibly Christmas and her daughter might como to like 
each other, she was qtiito resolved that he should know from tho 
first of tho cloud, as she called it, that hung over them. 

Sybil re-entered the room with some letters whicli sho had 
written, and Christmas offered to post thom*for her as ho wont 
homeward, 

** If you don’t object,” Miss Sybil said, " to making yourself 
an instrument in forwarding such a cause as ours — for I warn 
you that they have to do with our cause and with speeches — to 
bo made by me.” 

“ But I really have hardly any view cither way^ — ” 

“ Oh, yes ; I am sure you have.” 

“ My dear Sybil. Mr. Pembroke says he has not.” 

" Ho says it only in a qualified Avay, and «)ut of good nature. 
Tho influence I dread is not tho op^sition of men, but the 
opposition of women through men. I fear that Mr. Pembroke is 
expressing tho views of some thoughtless and happy womah — 
thoughtless because sho is happy, and who does not consider 
how very different may be tho lot of others— ef thousands and 
thousands of others. That is the influence I dread.” 

Miss Sybil was growing eager, earnest, and rhetorical again. 
Christmas could not imagine why she kept charging him with 
thus taking his tone from sohao woman. 

"I assure you, Miss Jansen,” he said, almost as earnestly as- 
she had herself spoken, ” I don’t believe I ever exchange a 
word on the subject with any woman but yourself— oh, y^ 'y 
except with Mrs. Seagraves, who is all on your side.” ; 
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<'What a kind^ good-hearted woman, so generous and un- 
fettered! 1 like her. 1 know people sometimes think her 
affected and ridiculous — don’t care ! Oh, yes ; she is with us. 
But I think her friend Miss Challoner is against us.” 

The colour rushed into Pembroke’s face. Ho felt himself red 
and hot ; he could not wholly keep down his emotion. 

"I don’t knowwhfi Miss Challoncr’s opinions are on that 
subject,” he said, trying to speak composedly. ” I don’t think 
she ever said anything to me about it. Anyhow, I’ll post the 
letters to you with pleasure, if^youfil allow me. Perhaps the 
carrying them in my hand may convert mo to your side.” 

Sybil herself lighted him to the door when he was going. 
Her thin white hand felt cold and tremulous as she placed it 
in his. j 

Christmas Jeft the house full of kindly feeling and generous 
sympathy for the woman who had been so friendly, and touched 
with a speciaf compassion for the girl thus hopelessly beating 
her'hoft bosom against the bars of conventionality. He had not 
spent so human, so friendly an evening for a long time ; and ho 
felt less desolate, less like a savage, and he was grateful for the 
little glimpse of a quiet home winch had brought him this relief. 

It was very late when ho returned to his lodgings, for in the 
intermediate time ho had walked to Kensington and paced in 
the silent shadow of Sir John Challonor’s house, and waited 
lounging there until ho actually saw a carriage come up, and 
under its flashing lamps saw Sir John hand out his daughter; 
and then, but not at once, Christmas quitted his place of refuge 
in a near doorway, and lighted a cigar and went his way. 

When he had left Mrs. Jansen’s room ^liss Sybil did not 
return to her mother at once. After a few minutes she came in 
silently. 

” What a very charming young man ! ” Mrs. Jansen said. I 
like him very much ; he has such a bright smile, I am sure ho 
has a good heart. 4ny one can see that ho has not been brought 
up in London; London makes young men so artificial and 
puppyish.” 

Sybil still said nothing. 

“You like him, Sybil; don’t you? ” her mother asked, sur- 
prised at the sileoce. 

“ Oh, yes, dear, I like him. 1 suppose I ought not to have 
spoken about Miss Challoner,” she added hesitatingly. 

“ Who is Miss Challoner, dear ? ” 

"A friend of Mrs. Seagraves — at'^least, Mrs. Seagraves knows 
her— very beautiful, and very clever, and very rich.” 

“ And why should you not have spoken of her ? " 

" Because he— is— in love with her.” 

My dear, how do you know ? ” 
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" I know from his look when I mentioned her name.” 

Sybil sat down and silently took up some work. Her mother 
looked at her wonderingly at first, then sadly, and thought of 
now clouds perhaps to arise upon their pale, grey sky. 

Sybil looked up suddenly : 

'‘She is so rich," said the girl, ** and we aro so poor.” 


ohaptAr svi. 

" DEMETMUS LOVES YOUB PAIR — OH HAPPY PAIR ! ” 

It was perliaps an unfortunate thing for Christmfts Pembroke 
that ho should have passed all the earlier part of his youth in 
such isolation from the influences which surround a young man’s 
growing years in ordinary life. An Englishman of his age might 
indeed have had no grand passion before, but he would almost 
certainly have had some little anticipatory passion, some affair 
of pickets and outposts suggesting an idea of the greater ordeal 
to come. At twenty-two or twenty-three years of age moat men 
have glided through many emotions which at first seemed to be 
j; snuine love, but were not. They have looked into the eyes of 
girls, and fancied for the hour they saw all^heaven thefe ; they 
have touched tremulous hands, and whispered meaningless words, 
intended to express ineffable meaning ; they have thought them- 
selves happy, they have thought themselves wretched — they have 
awaked to find themselves neither wretched nor happy; they 
have come to look back on these past emotions and their pass- 
ing heroines with as mild and mellowed a regret as Francois 
Villon bestows on Bertha with the lar^ foot, and the good 
Jehanno whom the English burned, and Heloise, and the snows 
of other winters. They have thus b^ome acclimatised to emotion, 
and when the grand passion comes (w^e aro \iow thinking only of 
young men pure and strong enough to have a grand passion) 
they can rough through it with less of a strain upon their heart 
and nature. But to Christmas Pembroke it was all new, and it 
tried him terribly. It was as if he had neve^seen a woman, or 
known of woman’s existence, until he came under the influence 
of Marie Challoner. So the passion which ho felt for her seemed 
as if it must tear his unprepared heart asunder. 

A discontented person has left it on record as his complaint 
against the ways of Providence that he could always get on very 
well until he allowed himself to be persuaded that he ought to 
do something for the benefit of his health, and then all went 
wrong. Does it not sometimes seem as if things were going very 
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well with us until we took it into our heads that a sublimo 
moral duty bade us to follow some uuwolcomo course, and then 
forthwith we disturbed and distracted everybody ? Mario Chal - 
loner had been urged by natural kindness, by sense of right, and 
by an unexpressed idea that there was something in her own 
heart requiring to be kept down and discii)lined and pimishefl 
— she had been urged by all these impulses to show herself 
especially friendly to Christmas since she had hoard her father s 
account of him. When they met after that day in the library 
she always smiled on him so sweetljd and gave him her hand so 
kindly, and put herself in his way to talk with him so winningly, 
that the poor lad’s head and heart were all aflamo. There were 
times when he felt as if he must take her in his arms and kiss 
her. There wore moments, ecstatic and agonising, when ho 
thought that if he liad done so she would not have been very 
much displeased. Ho used to lie awake of nights and think 
over her words, her looks, at this moment or that, and asked 
himself was it not possible that ho had long mistaken her, and 
that she was inclined to love him ? If Mario Challoner had been 
the most heartless coquette she could not have perplexed and 
tormented our hero more thoroughly than she did with her 
generous resolve to bo his friend and to do him kindness. For 
in her heart, all the while. Dear Lady Disdain envied this pair 
of young lovers, as she behoved them to bo, thoir romantic and 
unselfish love ; and* looked forward each day more and more with 
vague and grey presentiment to a brilliant marriage in which 
sho would have to persuade herself, as well as sho could, that 
she was gratifying her own ambition along with that of other 
people. 

One thing Marie had made up her mind to— that she would 
see, speak to,* and be very friendly with Miss Sybil Jansen. Sho 
told her resolve to her father, and ho agreed, not over-delighted 
at the prospect, to take her to one of Mrs. Seagraves* Sunday 
afternoon reception.^ in the l^ppe that she might there meet Miss 
Jansen. The day came and Sir John had to go. 

“ I’ll leave a message for Vidal, Mario,” he said, " to follow 
us to Mrs. Seagraves’, if ho should call while wo are out — he 
sometimes goes there, I believe. He is amused by that sort of 
thing.” The afi^ity between Sir John and Vidal was only on 
their business sides. To Sir John all amusement was weary 
work, and ho could not understand why anybody should impose 
more of it oh himself than was made compulsory by tho laws of 
society. * 

"Now this is kind of you, you dear darlings, both !” Mrs. 
Seagraves. exclaimed with fervour, as they entered her drawing- 
room, and sho swirled towards them in her trailing tawny*gi’een 
silk with pale yellow flowers worked into it. " Yes, I call you 
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dear darlings both of yon, Sir John as well, for coming to see 
me. And Sir John so busy too— with finance and companies I 
I do so wish I understood finance. It must be so nice. But 
exacting, isn’t it ?— oh, yes, very, very exacting. — That makes it 
so kind of Sir John, Marie dear, to break away from all his 
occupations and come hero with you.” 

But we don’t look after our finance and our companies on 
Sunday, Mrs. Scagraves,” Sir John gently interposed. 

No ? Is that so ? How vary good of you I I never thought 
you cared for any of those in the City and business and 

all that. Only women I thought kept up those usages. But I 
am so glad to know : one ought to know these things. And so 
you are all such Sabbatarians in the City, and so jiious ? How 
very strange and touching, T think I There is someBiing in that 
quite Druidical — or perhaps Puritanical rather ? x cs, I mean 
Puritanical, of course. I used to love the Puritans once ; and 
now I am sure I shall love them again.” • 

Marie left to her father the business of conversation, and ^as 
searching with her eyes through the rooms, as yet without 
recognising anybody. As far as she could judge by one or two 
hasty glances, most of the company seemed to bo studying blue 
and white plates. 

'' Now, is there any one here you would like to know ? ” Mrs. 
So igravcs asked, observing that Marie had been looking round 
the room. ** There are some very charming people here. There 
is a delightful young man; a Communist; I believe it was ho 
who wanted to blow up Paris. Should you like to know him? 
There is a pre'-Kaphaelite poet; I do so love the pre-Baphaelito 
]v)ets — at least I used to like them. I don’t think I do now. 
Where is Sir John ? ” 

Sir John had escaped, and was conversing with somebody he 
faintly remembered having seen somewhere once, and whose 
acquaintance he was under present circumstances glad to claim. 

Mrs. Seagraves brought up two qr three people in rapid suc- 
cession to3Iario, hardly allowing one to open a conversation 
before she extinguished him with a successor. Presently, Mario 
heard her addressing a new arsival affectionately as her dearest 
Sybil, and she saw that her hostess was talking \tith a very 
pretty pale girl, whose hair was thrown back frpm her forehead, 
and in whom she felt certain that she recognised the young 
Hypatia. Mario, while carrying on as well as she could her con- 
versation with the newest of the new acquaintances whom Mrs. 
Seagraves had presented to her, watched Miss Jansen with close 
interest. “ She is very pretty,” Mario thought, ** and she looks 
intellectual, and she is unconventional— I shall like her.” Mario 
observed, too, that Miss Jansen’s sparkling, restless eyes were 
turning^evory other moment eagerly towards the door. 
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Looking afar,” Lady Disdain said to herself, trying back 
upon her Byron, and persuading herself that from her passion- 
less attitude she was only amused at such weaknesses — ” looking 
afar if yet her lover’s steed kept pace with her expectancy and 
flow.” 

Do poets call horses steeds nowadays ? ” Mario asked of tho 
young poet with whom she was talking. 

Naturally ho did not understand the meaning of the question, 
and ho thought the young lady was speaking scorn of poetry, and 
thereby implying a special copten<^)t for his poetry. Ho had 
heard that she was the daughter of a rich man, and he set her 
question down to tho purse-proud arrogance of pampered wealth 
— and Marie had made an enemy. 

As Mrs. iSeagraves was passing at the moment, Marie touched 
her arm. 

" Is not the lady you have just been speaking to Miss Sybil 
Jansen ? ” shh asked in a low tone. 

■“Oh yes — such a dear friend of mine! You would like to 
know her, I am sure, dear Mario. I should so like you to know 
her.” 

“ 1 should like to know her very much indeed,” Mario said 
earnestly. 

“ ril bring her to you and Mrs. Scagraves was swirling 
away when Mario gently restrained her. 

“ Please no, M#s. Scagraves— I’ll go to her with you,” and 
she put her arm within that of tho tawny-green lady, and was 
led across tho room to where Miss Jansen was seated in eager 
talk with one or two men. These Mrs. Seagraves promptly dis- 
persed. 

“ My dear Sybil, I am so glad to have tho opportunity of 
bringing together you and toy very dear friend Miss Chal loner — 
Miss Mario Challoner. I always call her Mario. She wishes to 
know you, and I am sure you will like each other — oh, lovo 
each other ! Two, such noblo minds — such souls ! ” and Mrs. 
Seagraves thereupon left them and floated away in ecstasy. 

Marie held out her hand, which was small and plump, and 
Sybil gave hers, which was small and very thin, and which 
trembled at tho kindly touch of Lady Disdain. It must bo 
owned that the little priestess of the Church of the Future hated 
her new acquaintance at that moment. Priestess and prophetess 
as she was, her eyes first of all took in every detail of Miss 
Ohalloner’s dress, and she found that Marie’s dress was very 
costly, while she knew that her own was Very cheap. In Miss 
Challoner’s frank manner she read insolent patronago. 

“ 1 have been wishing for a long time to know you. Miss 
Jansen,” said Marie, “ and 1 came here to-day in the hope that 
X should see you.” 
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Miss Jansen threw a look of defiance into her manner as she 
replied coldly — 

You do me a great honour, and I ought to feel much 
flattered. May I ask whether wo agree in our general opinions? ” 
I hardly know,” Marie answered with a smile ; ” 1 have not 
formed any very serious opinions. I was anxious to know you 
for yourself, I think, rather than for your opinions.” 

''Friendship, I believe, is best founded on agreement of 
opinion as to tlic purposes o^ life,” Sybil observed ; and Mario 
could not help wondering tjrat sjo pretty and bright-looking agirF 
should care to speak exactly as if she«vero making a little speech 
out of a book. 

“ What aro the purposes of life ? ” Marie asked undismayed, 
and indeed rather amused. 

" Have you never considered them ? ” 

" Not very deeply, I am afraid.” 

“ Then you have no purpose in life ? ” 

'' I should like to make people happy, if I could. Is thattiny 
purpose ? ” 

^ " In itself,” said Sybil, '* it has little merining.” 

" Then you shall teach mo all about it,” Marie said, determined 
io be pleased, if she could, with this odd little book in petticoats. 

" T’ll learn of you, Miss Jansen, to have a purpose.” 

Sybil contracted her little eyebrows. 

" You have no need and no impulse that wa5^ You wouhl 
not learn. You are among the fortunate ; you know notliing of 
life’s trials and struggles. Leave the purposes of life tojhoso who 
have to bear its strain.” 

" I have not had much to do with the struggles of life, indeed, 
or with real life of any kind so far. But I am sure I can 
sympathise with those who are not so fortunate.” • 

“ Oh, no — ^your place is different. Keep to it, Miss Challonor.” 

" An uncivil little person ! ” Marie thought ; but she was pot 
discouraged. • , 

" Well, for the moment I have no other object. Miss Jansen, 
than to make your acquaintance, and to say that I believe wo 
have some friends — and onff or two very dear friends— in 
common ; and I wanted to say a friendly word or iwo to you. 
If you don’t like me I will go away,” Marie said> with her usual 
independent frankness ; and I shall not be offended even if you 
say that you don’t desire my friendship. Blit I shall be sorry.” 

" You are very kind,” said the little Sybil, feeling her breath 
come and go with the quiclf emotions of her fighting soul. Sho 
could hardly resist the genial way of the noble-looking girl who 
evidently meant to bo so kind — and yet what, she asked, was 
that very kindness but pity ! At that moment each of the girls 
seated there, side by side, became aware of Christmas Pembroke’s 
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presence in the room. Each, too, was aware — could not but 
know — that when ho saw them a light and then a shadow passed 
over his face, and that he blushed like a boy. 

" He sees her” Mario said to herself, and her heart was filled 
with a strange sympathy, compassion, and melancholy kindness. 

“ Ho sees her” Sybil thought, and her heart boat fiercely with 
jealousy and with anger. 

Christmas’s glance had indeed taken in both the girls. In a 
moment he assumed that Miss Chnlloner was friendly with Sybil 
^out of pure kindness, and probably^ixicause she had heard that 
the girl was poor, and that some people laughed at her. How 
noble she looked, he thought, that superb and queenly girl, and 
how her form and her features made a splendid contrast to the 
slight, pale, and nervous girl wlio sat besido her ! The contrast 
told heavily against the poor little priestess of the future, and 
Christmas felt sorry for her, in all his pride in the beauty of tho 
woman ho loVbd. Yes, as he looked across and saw her there, lio 
w^ak proud that he loved her, and once again the thought passed 
through him — could it be possible that she might ever come to 
care for him? How mauy times within the last few days had 
that strange, sweet hope flashed upon him 1 

People did all sorts of odd things at Mrs. Scagraves’ receptions 
on tho Sunday afternoon. They sang and played, and were 
otherwise eccentric, du jpnrti pris. Somebody began to sing just 
as Chi’istmas earner in, some “dear divine creature,” Mrs. Sea- 
graves said, “ whom you must listen to,” and whom she adored, 
“not really adored, you know; ” and therefore Christmas had to 
remain where ho was, and seem to listen. He was almost glad of 
this, for he could look across the room at Marie, and had not yet 
to break tho spell of the strange hopo and pride with which ho 
regarded heif. Never before had he felt like this. There was 
something in it like the pride of ownership — like the pride of tho 
accepted lover who knows that she is his own whom all the world 
admires. Is it an opien — a presentiment? How, his heart said, 
if this very day, here in this room, some word or look or touch of 

her hand should tell me ^? He hugged himself in his dream, 

and dreaded oven the close of tho song lest something should 
happen to awaken him. 

^ Before yet the song was ended Christmas saw Mrs. Seagraves 
glide from her place near the piano to welcome with special 
eagerness some new comer. Strange with what a chill Christmas 
awakened — ^he could not tell why — from his dream. It was 
Bonald Vidal. For some little time jpast Christmas had not seen 
much of Vidal, and had begun to think that perhaps he had 
mistaken Vidal’s position with regard to Marie ; or that perhaps 
Vidsd’s recent and sudden plunge into political life had been the 
result of ^sappointed hopes as A lover. Mr. Vidals appearance 
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now wad tho most ill-omened sight our poor young hero could 
have seen. 

" So very, very kind of you to come,” Mrs. Seagraves said, 
having detained Bonald’s hand in hers until the song was over ; 
'* in the full flush of your success too ; and all the world talking 
of you ! I am proud of this. Everybody wants to know you— 
but everybody does know you as a public man now.” 

" We have a saying in our county, Mrs. Seagraves,” said the 
good-humoured Vidal, " that more people know Tom Fool than 
Tom Pool knows I ” • 

“ How very delightful !SVMr|. Seagraves said, not quite under- 
standing. And so you are going td be a great public man, and 
you are an orator. *1 so love orators ! I should like of all things 
to be an orator. I wish I could be an orator ! We are all so 

f rond of your success — and I know one who is prcaid of it 1 Oh, 
know why you come hero to-day ; but I am obliged to you for 
coming, all the same.” 

Vidal murmured a word or two of thanks for her coippli- 
ments and escaped, and Mrs. Seagraves, turning round, found 
herself near Christmas. 

“ You know Mr. Vidal ? Is he not a very charming young 
man ? Oh, yes, of course you know him ; you see the Ohalloners 
so often ; and don’t you think his speech was very clever ? ” 

“ Very clever,” Christmas answered, who had never read tho 
sipech, and did not know now what he was saying. 

** And is this true they tell me ? You t>ught to know — ^you 
are so much with the Challoners. But perhaps you don’t wish 
to tell anything about it ? You are so very discreet— and I like 
discretion above all things myself— especially in young men— oh, 
yes— especially in young men.” 

<< It is not discretion in this case, Mrs. Seagraves,” Christmas 
said bluntly ; " only that I don’t know what you ihean.” 

''This about Miss Challonar and young Vidal — ^you know. 
They are engaged, people tell me. Quite a delightful -and 
romantic story— they say.” Shet leaned, towards Pembroke 
and whispered with great appearance of mystery, " They say 
that she promised to consent only on condition of his giving up 
all his frivolities and thin^-*you know— what young men waste 
their time in— and going into Parliament and making a success 
there. And now he is in Parliament, and has^made the success 
there. Isn’t it delightful ? ” 

" Very delightful ! " 

Like something in a romance ! I do so hope it’s true ! It’s 
like a. knight going to a tournament and conquering everybody 
to please his ladye-love. I do so love romantic things like that. 
At least 1 used to love them once, when I was young, but now, 
of course, I don’t love them any more. I have grown practiced 

X 
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and sensible. Yes, I only care id be practical now ; bnt not all 
practical, of course. One must baye some feeling of the romantio 
left, Mr. Pembroke ? ” 

"Must one?” 

"Oh, yes. Tou are all romantic, of course— all young 
people ore. And some day you will be making some great suc- 
cess too, to please some fair ladye. That will bo so charming. 
Then I shall wish you joy. Haye you spoken to Miss Jansen 
yet ? ” 

Ronald Vidal meanwhile had ei^tablished himself at Marie^s 
'side ; ancf after saying a few words toniiss Jansen, had managed 
to allow somebody else to engross that young lady for the 
moment, and thus had Miss Challoner all to Jnmself. 

Christmas watched them for a moment or two. There was a 
look of proud jiumility on Mr. YidaPs handsome face as he talked 
to ll^Iarie in a low tone ; and our hero owned to himself that he 
did look confoundedly handsome and like a troubadour, and just 
the sort of mail whom many women would be fond of. Still he 
had thought somehow that Vidal was too much a combination of 
business and pleasure — the City and the green-room — for the 
higher nature of Lady Disdain. But ho was mistaken — that was 
only too plain. Besides Vidal had made a political success, he 
had eyerything on his side — family, good looks, and now eyen 
political distinction. No wonder Miss Challoner listened to him 
with downcast eyes, and cheeks that coloured as he spoke ! 

Ronald Vidal hadr>accomplished one of the few great successes 
which remain still to mark with a note of admiration some pas- 
sage in the life of an ordinary Englishman. He had made a 
decided hit, an unquestionable success, in the House of Commons. 
He had seized a happy opportunity during some debate on a 
question of foreign policy, and had displayed great fluency, great 
knowledge of ^the subject, the places, the people whom it con- 
cerned ; he formed his sentences clearly and well ; he said some 
sharp, bold things ; and when he had occasion to introduce two 
or three Latin wor(^ he pronounced them with that curious 
inaccuracy and astounding d&regard for all the possibilities of a 
Latin tongue which is deemed to be the essential (sedition of 
good form in the English uniyersiti^s and the House of Commons. 
He had the paculiar good fortune of all fluent and ready speakers, 
and because he h(\d done well without elaborate prepeuration he 
was set down as capable of doing really great things with pre- 
paration. In a word he was a great success, and the House saw 
in him a predestined Under-Secretary to be^ with. 

It would not be reasonable to suppose that (flialloner 
•could hear people talk cf this swift success without feeUng some 
pride in ii Mr. Vidal really had mme in to do this for her 
gratificatioa and to win her appcoyal as avowedly as any kmght 
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•ever went into the lists of the tlurnament to win the smile of his 
lady. She had not seen him since the success, which was won in 
the debate of a Friday afternoon, and of which all the daily 
papers of the Saturday were talking. She had not heard the 
speech, and had not expected that he would spoAk that evening ; 
and now ho was telling her that even if it had been a premedi- 
tated attempt, which it was not, he would not have forewarned 
her, for he declared that he never should have had the courage 
to make a successful first speech if ho had known that she was in 
the Jjadics’ Gallery listcnijjg.* « 

You see if I had failet thcffirst J;imo," ho said modestly, "I 
could have retrieved myself perhaps the next attempt, or the 
next. But if you had heard my failure, I never should have had 
the heart to try again.” 

No flattery could be more alluring to a gifl like Mario 
Challoner than just this plain and straightforward acknowledg- 
ment of her influence. Ordinary compliment woaild have been 
utterly thrown away upon Lady Disdain. She would have received 
it with cold contempt or langhed at it. But here was this 
brilliant, successful youth of distinguished family and name con- 
fessing that her applause was so precious to him that the tongue 
which could address the House of Commons in accents of un- 
falteiing fluency would have been tremulous if sho had been 
listening. It is no wonder if Marie coloured a little and looked 
d' wn. . 

Christmas Pembroke still, through whatever torturing 
ordeals of conversation, kept his eyes now and then on Marie. 
Once he positively started, for ho saw a sudden emotion pass 
tremblingly over Marie’s face, and he saw her eyes droop and 
her lips press together, and then she said a word or two to Mr. 
Yidal, w ho presently rose and left her, and on Vidal’s face, as our 
hero thought, was the light of pride and triumph. Well, he has 
it— all 1 

What had passed was only this. Mr. Vidal hastily observed 
that he had an engagement ; toat hd had oilly rushed in to Mrs. 
Scagraves* drawing-room to see her— Marie ; and then he asked 
in a low tone — ' ^ 

" May I call and see yon to-morrow afternoon— about five ? ” 

What was there in these words that made Harm turn sud- 
denly pale, and feel chill and strange ? It was thhn that Christmas 
started as he looked at her. She was silent and embarrassed for 
a few seconds. Then she said, ** Oh yes, I shall be at home,” 
without looking up, and Vi^al went away without another word 
to her, 

" To-morrow at five,” Vidal said to Sir John Challoner as 
they shook hands in passing. Sir J^n smiled and nodded. 
Christmas felt like one who has received a snnstooke. Some 
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heavy weight seemed to rest npoit his brain. He never know how 
the next few minutes passed or whether they were only minutes. 
He knew that he talked to some people and laughed a good deal. 
Presently a hand touched his arm gently, and, awaking again into 
clear consciousness, he saw Marie Challoner. She was leaning 
on her father’s arm ; they were going away ; but some one had 
stopped Sir John and engaged him in talk, and Mario, seeing 
Christmas, turned and touched him. There was a strangely 
weary and harassed expression upon her face, which Christmas 
■=JSCcallcd po memory long after ; but sV.e looked cruelly beautiful 
to the young man, and her^eyesdiad^'a bewildered softness and 
sweetness in them. 

You did not come and speak to me,” she said, “ and now 
we are going away.” 

“You arc going soon?” Christmas asked, uttering any 
inanity that his lips can form. “ I hope you are not tired ? ” 

“ I think I, am tired — a little perhaps.” 

“ The room is warm,” said Christinas, with a bursting heart. 

“ It is. I have spoken to Miss Jansen, and I like her very 
much.,, Will you tell her so— from me ? ” 

“I will.” He had not sense enough left in liim even to 
wonder why he was selected to convey tho message to Miss 
Jansen. 

“ Good-bye ? ” and Marie held out her hand. Good-bye ! ” 
and it rested for a moment in his. It then did not strike him as 
strange that they should have said a sort of farewell. 

“ Glad to see you, Pembroke — good evening ; wo are going,” 
Sir John said looking round. “ Can wo take you anywhere ? ” 

“ No, thanks. Sir John.” 

“No; you are not going yet of course. Good evening.” 
Sir John nodded, smiled, and made his way with his daughter 
through the crowd, the curiosities, and the crockery. 

“ Is she not charming? Oh, so charming ! Don’t you think 
so? ” Mrs. Scagraves asked of Miss Jansen. 

“ Who ? ” Miss Jansen ccddly asked. 

“ Marie Challoner. She is the sweetest of girls — so fresh and 
unconstrained.” 

“ She is tho sort of woman,” iSybil said, emphatically, “ who 
keeps us asVe are.” 

“ Is she really ? Does she really ? Keep us as we are ? ” 

When Mrs. Seagraves did not quite understand what some- 
body meant she repeated the words generally, turned them over 
in a kind of puzzled delight as if jshe meant to say that she 
liked the idea very much in advance, and was sure she would 
like it still better when it was more fully explained. 

“ Yes. She is one of the vromen who, having all they want 
thomselYeB^ declare that women have no wrongs to complain of. 
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nnd get praised by men for siying so. Men may admire that 
sort of woman — I don’t.” 

*' Oh, but you are too severe, my. dear Sybil — ^far too severe — 
and on my sweet favourite, my model girl ! No I don’t mean 
that, you know, not a model girl by any means. I should hate a 
model girl : pattern of propriety and all that. Oh, no, Marie 
isn’t a model — quite the reverse in fact. Of course I don’t mean 
quite the reverse, you know ; but you understand — ^and she really 
is such a sweet girl. Mr. Pembroke — Mr. Pembroke,^do conjp. 
hero and defend my favouVte.”^ 

Christmas was coming to speak* to Miss Jansen, conscious 
that lie ought to have done so long ago. She received him very 
coldly, and ho assumed that she thought him guilty of rudeness. 
He Tvas sorry if he appeared so, for he felt himself so shut out of 
life and lonely that he could ill afford to lose one friendly look. 

Mr. Pembroke of course admires her,” Miss Jansen said. 

All men do, I suppose.” * , 

Christmas felt as if he were being put to the torture. Ho 
knew that the blood was rushing to his face. ^ 

" You mean Miss Challoner ? ” he said, with desperatF effort. 

She is very handsome, and she is very kind— I have always 
found her— ” and ho could not get any further. 

” Is she to bo married to that young man who has just been 
hire — son of some lord, people tell mo? ’’Miss Jansen asked. 
]Virs. Seagraves had disappeared. * 

" I don’t know ; I suppose so.” 

Sybil took a cruel pleasure in tormenting him and watching 
his wincing, while she tormented herself os well. 

” Is she in love with him, do you think ? ” 

"How should I know?” Christmas said, with a gallant 
resolve to seem easy and indifferent. "Do womfin fall in love 
now. Miss Jansen ? ” 

" Not women of that sort I should think — unless loving a title 
and rank bo falling in love. Don’t you wisl^ you were the son of 
a lord, Mr. Pembroke ? ” 

" Not particularly. Why should I ? ” 

" Then you might have » chance, you know, of competing 
for Miss Challoner. Now you look angry— I like to make men 
angry— it is a sort of triumph.” « 

" Miss Challoner sent you a very friendl;^ message,” Christmas 
said, determined that the spiteful Itttle priestess should have no 
such triumph over him. 

" Indeed ! Through yoh ? ” 

" Through me.” 

" Truly ! What was it ? ” 

" She asked mo to tell you that she liked you very much.” 

** How kind of her — so patronising ! ” 
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"No, no, she didn’t mean it^'in that way ; you don’t under- 
stand her.” 

“ No ? Perliaps not. Will you take a messago from mo to 
her in return ? ’* 

" I may not see her again — soon," said poor Christmas. 

" That would be a pity. But if you should see her, will you 
tell her that she is very kind, and that I prefer not to bo 
patronised, and that she and /, holding such very dififerent 
op inions, could have nothing in coRiinon ? " 

" I shan’t tell her that,’’ saidoChrcstmas. " I shan’t toll her 
anything. And I know yot; don’t mean what you say.’’ 

“Well, I am going,*’ Miss Jansen said; “I am tired of this 
place.” She looked very pale and weary. 

Christmas made no effort to bo her escort. He was sorry 
for her, disappointed with her. “ Is this the way, then, of all 
women?” he asked himself. “Are they like this: bitter, 
fanatical, so wedded to their own little theories and crotcliets 
that they must hate and detest all who differ from them ? Or 
is it simply a miscrabie jealousy because she is rich and fortunate ? 
Arc wflmen all so mean and miscrabie? ” 

Perhaps it would have gratified his mood at present if ho 
could have thought so. But he could uot. He had heard from 
Marie Challoner sometimes satirical and scornful words, but 
never the expression of one small ignoble thought. But then 
she is so happy ! Siio has everything. And poor Sybil Las so 
little, “ Why should I blame her ? ” ho thought. " JiJnvy comes 
into our hearts in spito of us ; only women, I suppose, cannot 
shut it in tJicro and hide it.” 

Still, as ho walked away from Portland Place, ho felt really 
sorry that Sybil should have shown herself so malign — merely 
because Marid* Challoner did not share her opinions on woman’s 
rights, or was richer and happier than she. The contrast set off 
Marie with a lustre which was positively oppressive to him now. 
How liandsome she Ipoked I How sweet she was ! He had never 
loved her more passionately. How often now he thought of Diono 
Lyle’s warnings against allowing himself to be fascinated by 
Marie Challoner! What is the Viso of such warnings? He 
could not even flatter himself that he had been deceived or trifled 
with. Mario wasjiis friend from tho first, and she was his friend 
now— just the same. No coquette that over falsely smiled men’s 
hearts and senses away could havo been so fatal in her com- 
panionship to Christmas as that sweet, serene friend. It was all 
Ids own fault. ^ 

That miserable Sunday Christmas walked miles and miles 
until he had walked himself clean out of London. But he could 
find no solitude. Even when one is fairly clear of street and 
suburb there is no solitude round London on the Sunday evening. 
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Ho went doggedly along and alound, having a vague idea that if 
he made himself dead-tired the mere physical exhaustion would 
distract him from too much thinking.*' Men weary in the snow 
keep repeating the multiplication table^ because they know that 
if for one instant they relax the exercise of the mind they must 
fall into the sleep of death. Christmas kept his limbs in unceas- 
ing motion, fearing that one instant’s rest would allow him to 
fall into the terrors of thought and memory. 

The poor >oung Hypatia, too, had a weary time of it. She 
was miserable and bitter,*indiier mother wondered whht moufh- 
ful change was coming over her ^rl. Sybil went to a Sunday 
evening meeting somewhere and delivered an impassioned adekess 
all about the sensibilities and the sufferings of woman ; about the 
bird beating itself to death against the bars of its cage ; about 
the heedless strength and thoughtless cruelty of man; about the 
tyranny of rank and class ; and a great deal more to the same 
effect. More than one earnest young mcchaific or clerk fell 
profoundly in love with her, and thought her an angel of elo- 
quence, and spent half the night thinking of her, and found their 
lives and their surroundings mean and narrow and odiou^ecause 
of her. She went home and tried her very best to bo cheerful 
and pleasant to her mother, and not to make short or pettish 
answers ; and when she was in bed, and everybody else in the 
house was asleep, then she almost drowned herself in tears. 

Christmas came late to his chambers, ta the painted goddess 
on whose ceiling he now hardly ever turned a glance. Ho sat 
for a while and made up his mind to something. Then ho went 
to his desk and took therofrom, preserved with tender and loving 
care, the little fragment of sweet-briar which had clung to Mario's 
dress on the day when last they walked among the trees at Durc- 
woods, and which he had treasured ever since.* There was no 
fire in the grate, but he lighted up some paper there and made 
a great blaze and laid his bonny briar on it, and watched and 
watched it until it became only ai^es. 
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CHAPTER xm 

A PIOUS FBAUD. 

Sir John Challoner leaned against the chimney-piece of his 
library next day in a happy and Jiopeful mood. Things had 
gone well with him hitherto, tl:^y were now promising to 
go still better. Eonald Vidal’s Tarliamentary success was an 
unmistakcable fact, and a thing to be proud of; and it would 
settle the young man down for life. Marie’s friendly ways 
towards Vidal left Sir John in no doubt about her answer to 
the question SVhich was to be put to her that day. She would 
before long be the wife of the son of a peer, who bore an ancient 
and famous title. Sir John for a moment almost wished that his 
wife was living to share in the prido that was coming to them, 
until he remembered that after all she was not a woman to shine 
in society, and that she was probably much better off in heaven. 
Ho was thus reconciling his mind to her unavoidable absence 
when a servant brought him the announcement that LIr. Pembroke 
particularly wished to see him. 

"Show him in — of course.” Ho wondered why Pembroke 
chose to bo so formal, when he might have come into the library 
unquestioned. But he hoped Pembroke had somo favour to ask. 
At present it would have relieved his mind to do a favour for 
somebody. 

"Come in, Pembroke,” ho called cheerily, and Pembroke 
came in, looking pale and thin and troubled. This, however, 
was not evident to his patron, for, as wo have said. Sir John was 
in a happy mood, because all things seemed to go well with him. 
There was something almost caressing in his manner as he 
welcomed Christmas. Indeed, ho had begun to feel very parental 
to the young man of Ikte, and *to think as Christmas came and 
went that it must bo very pleasant for a man to have a son who 
could ^ his confidant in business. 

" Sit down, my boy,” he said smilingly, and pushing a chair 
towards Chrisimas. 

" I wanted to *Speak to you this some time back,” said 
Christmas, "very particularly.” 

" Yea? ” Sir John said encouragingly and still smiling. 

" It’s not about business, Sir John.’i 

"No?” Sir Johu said with equal encouragement in his 
tone, and beginning to think that ho saw his way to what was 
coming. 

" 1 have been thinking over it this long time ; and 1 was not 
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certain whether I ought to say mything about it to anybody — 
even to you. But I can’t help il — I can’t help telling it to you 
— ^you havo been so kind to me that I don’t think I ought to have 
any secret from you— even this.” 

“The young fool is privately married!” Sir John said to 
himself. “Well, Pembroke,” ho said aloud, “go on, my boy. 
We don’t need so much preface, do we — you and I ? ” 

“ I’d give half my life, I think,” said Christmas with energy, 
“ to any one who could tell me whether I ought to speak of this 
to you, or ought not. I thjnhTI ought to speak of it — but I aiijt 
so ignorant of what is the night 4hing.” 

“My dear fellow. I’ll tell you wfthout asking for any part 
of your life. If you would tell this story to your father, tell it 
to me.” 

“It’s not the same,” Christmas said; “you wiil soon know 
how different it is.” 

“ Of course I don’t mean to say that you could/ecl to me as 
to your father— you needn’t tell mo that, my boy. But you ipay 
put confidence in mo as much as if I were.” 

“It was not that I mcant,»Sir John, at all— it was something 
quite different — you will soon see.” 

“Well, let mo see as soon as possible, and don’t havo us 
guessing riddles, Pembroke — or shall I make a guess ? ” 

“ 1 want to leave England, Sir John.” 

“ You want to leave England V I certainly did not expect 
that. What on earth do you want to leave Ehgland for ? ” 

“ I think of going back to Japan.” 

“ But why, Pembroke ? I thought that you had come to tell 
mo that you were anchoring hero for good ? ” 

“ Oh no. Sir John ; I want to leave England because I am 
very unhappy hero, and I can't enduro life here any longer. 
There is tho truth. I’ll tell you all the reason, ff you wish to 
know it — ^if you don’t know it already.” 

“ Indeed, Pembroke, I do not know it — ^but I am very sorry 
to hear of this— I thought you werovery happy ; and wo aro so 
anxious to make you happy — why should you leave us ? lam 
so sorry, and Marie will be ” 

A sudden ejaculation, a sdlt of groan, broke from the young 
man’s lips ; and his face grew crimson. He was standing now 
near the chimney-piece as Sir John wheeled. bis chair to. look 
at him. 

“Pembroke,” said Sir John, gravely, "you had better come 
to the point and tell me in plain words what this is all about. It 
is clear that I was out in my guessing, and 1 don’t care to guess 
any more.” 

"Well,” Christmas said, with a kind of desperation, " there’s 
nothing to be ashamed of. It’s not my fault— I can’t help it— 
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and it need not trouble any oni but me. I— I*m— it's only this 
—Sir John» I love your daughrer! ” 

Sir John, too, stood up, vrith a flush of anger on his face. 

** You may blame mo if you like,” Pembroke went on, now 
finding his tongue fluent enough, when the ice was broken and 
the worst was done, “ I can bear all that — I don’t deserve it ; 
but you may not think so. I tried as hard as any human being 
could do not to give in. I nave been trying for months. I never 
would have told a word to mortal if I could have got over it. 

Jlnt I couldn't, and now my mind is«mado up. I will go away, 
and not trouble any one. You fnay tilame me, if you like. Why 
should you blame mo ? I*can't help having feelings.” 

“My good boy,” Sir John said soothingly, “who talked of 
blaming you? Put of course I am taken by surprise ; and I am 
sorry. You»know how useless this is ? ” 

“ If I didn’t know that how should I over bo able to make 
up my mind Jo go away ? I always knew it was useless— from 
thQ very first.” 

“ And when,” Sir John asked, with a faint flicker of a smile 
coming over his lips, “ when, Pembroke, was the very first ? ” 
“The first day I saw her,” answered Christmas, promptly, 

“ No — ^not the first — I mean the second. Tho first time I hardly 
saw her : she had her veil down, and we only spoke a few words. 
It was the next day.” 

“ You knew it then ? ” 

“ Yes ; I knew A then ; at least I felt very strangely. I must 
have known it then. But I didn’t know then how strong it was 
and how it would last. I thought I could conquer it and crush 
it down ; and I fought hard— you would not blame me if you 
knew how hard I fought — and it was all no use I ” 

“ One word, Pembroke, before we go any farther, although I 
hardly think I need say it. My daughter, I presume, knows 
nothing of this ! ” 

“ Oh no, Sir John. How could she know ? ” 

“ Well, of course^ I know you would have said nothing without 
having told me first. I didn’t mean that. But might anything 
in your manner have led her to suspect ? ” 

“ No,” Christmas said, shaking his head, and speaking in a 
tone of tlte profoundcst conviction, “she has not tho least 
suspicion. She never had.” 

“ Well, I think so too. But how do you know so certainly ? ” 
“Because she has been always so friendly to mo. Even, 
yesterday,” tho young man added, wjth bnrning checks. 

“ I am sure you are right, and that at least is something.” 

“It is something,” Christmas said, sadly. “If she over 
suspected it she would be sorry for me ; and she would not bo 
so friendly, and I should always feel as if I had been the means 
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of giving her pain somehow. lAw I shall not have that to think 
of. Well, Sir John, I feci more like a man, and less like a child 
or a coward, now that I have told you this, and that you know 
all.” 

" Sit down,” said Challoner, and let us talk this over a 
little.” 

They both sat down. Christmas buried his hands in his 
pockets and gazed downwards, his head bent on his breast. 

“ Of course this is badcnoiigh,” Sir John began, but it might 
be worse. Pembroke, you are a very young man, and ygu'll got 
over it. I know such consolatfcn i^ not quite in keeping with 
your feelings just now, but you'll live this down, my dear boy. 
You’ll got over it.” 

(’liristmas shook his head. 

“ I’ll never get over it. Sir John— never. You think people 
always say that ? Perhaps they do, but some of them mean it 
and know it. We are a terribly unchanging lot,” he said, with a 
melancholy smilo that flickered on his palo face like a weak sun- 
beam on snow ; my father’s last words were of the woman he — 
ho cared about, and I hope mine will be the same.” 

Well,” Sir John went on, not caring to press that point, " at 
all events wo may look at whatever good side there is to the 
thing. Suppose, let us say, that Mario had known of this, and 
u ere romantic and susceptible — ^and all that— -and that she felt 
as you do ” . 

Oh 1 ” Another ejaculation broke from Christmas, and again 
the blood rushed into the face that a moment before had been 
white. The bare thought, the mcro suggestion of such a possi- 
liilifcy sent a wavo of passion through him which seemed to surge 
directly up from his heart to his head. 

'' I say suppose that had been so. I talk to you plainly, Pem- 
broke, as to a man of sense and of the world.” (Sir John knew 
that even a young lover is flattered by being regarded as a man 
of sense and a man of the world.) " Suppose that had been so? 
What would have come of that? T presume that you have been 
studying my daughter’s character. But you hardly know her as 
well as I do. Have you sgen that she is ambitious? Most 
women are, but she is especially so. I have not seen in her much 
of what you young people call a capacity for love. * She will go 
into society and shine there and be happy. I t^l you, Pemferokep 
I lovo my daughter far more even than flithers generally lovo 
their daughters, and yet I say, with all my heart, that a young 
man like you would not do well in marrying her. Does this 
sound harshly ? It is the truth, my boy. There are women 
whom mere love will not sufiBice ; and Marie is one of them.” 

" I suppose so,” Christmas said, blankly ; ” I don’t know muoh 
about women— I should not have thought it.” 
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" Of course you would not hive thought it. My dear boy, to 
: 3 ’OU a woman is an angel still.” ^ 

Christmas shook his head. 

“Not every woman,” Sir John corrected himself; “but 
.l>erhaps some one particular woman.” 

“I don’t know about angels,” Christmas said. “I never 
i bought whether your daughter was an angel or not.” 

“They do in romances — the young men, I mean — don’t 
they ? ” ^ 

^ Chrytmac winced under this dry, •chill analysis, as ho might 
under the touch of a caute^. * • 

“ I only know what I feel,” he said, “ and I could not put it 
into words, Sir John. I’ll put it into acts ! I know what your 
daughter seems to me to be.” 

“ My deaff Pembroke, you may bo sure that you could not 
have a higher opinion of Marie than I have ; but it is perhaps a 
different sort pf opinion — taken from a different point of view. 
A fithcr does not need to think his daughter is perfection in 
«)rder to love her ; but a young man looks at things differently.” 

Christmas made a somewhat impatient gesture, as if in protest. 

“ It’s not that,” he said. “ I lovo Miss Challoner because I 
can’t help it, and it’s my misfortune— that’s all. I have to bear 
the consequences, and I mean to bear them. But don’t let us try 
.any mental analysis. Sir John — I confess I am not equal to that.” 
With all his grateful feeling to Sir John, a strange sort of hostile 
sensation was beginning to grow up in his heart. 

“ Well,” said Challoner, “ I only meant to show you for your 
own good, Pembroke, how utterly hopeless all this would be.” 

“I know all that. You couldn’t teach me anything about 
that, Sir John— I always knew it.” 

“ No, no,” Sir John said, gently. “ You really do not quite 
understand me, Pembroke. I am assuming for the moment that 
things were exactly as you would have them ; that my daughter 
felt as you do, and that I saw my way to give my consent; T tell 
you frankly, Pembrcjie, that -you would be doing a mad thing, 
that you would be marrying a woman of ambition and spirit too 
:great for such conditions— you won’t mind my speaking plainly ? 
—and that before long she would Icgret it ; and you ? Do you 
think it strange that 1 should speak in this way of my daughter ? ” 
said Cliristmas, bluntly, “ for I suppose it is like this 
you would wish her to be.” 

“ It is ; you aro quite right. I wish her to bo ambitious. I 
am glad she is now (and he laid somo^stress on the word now) on 
the threshold of such a life as suits her. But that doesn’t hinder 
me from being sorry, deeply sorry, for you, my poor lK)y ! I wish 
this hadn’t happened to you in my house. 1 ought to havo 
known— I ought to have foreseen.” 
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IIo laid his hand kindly on ioor Christmas’s shoulder. Per- 
haps this lad’s misfortune really did touch him. There was 
silence for a moment. Christmas turned towards the chimney- 
piece, and so concealed his face. He was very young, and he was 
hit very hard. IIo could not have looked in any sympathetic 
face just then. 

“Well,” said Christmas, after a moment; "the worst is all 
out now— you don’t blame mo?” 

" I have so often wished that I had a son,” Sir John answered, 
fervently. " If 1 had a son, I^mbroke, I should lik^im— undg: 
such conditions— to have attod <18 you did.” / * 

He held out his hand, and Chrisftnas grasped it. The great 
financier could have wished at the moment that his young friend 
were a good deal less strong — for Sir John’s hands were soft and 
fat, and ailorned with rings, and Christmas’s emotional gripe was 
like the clutch of Goetz’s iron Imiid. 

"We’ll talk of this again,” Sir John said, bearing tho grasp 
without showing sign of pain, but gently withdrawing his l^and 
as soon as possible ; " and I don’t know whether it may be neces- 
sary for you to think about leaving England, or doing anything 
in particular, for some months to come at all events ; and perhaps 
by that time you may look at things in a calmer light, rll 
explain to you in a day or two. You see, w^e must do nothing 
rashly— we must not call people’s attention.” 

" One word,” said Christmas : " Sir John, under any circum- 
stances, she is not to know.” • 

Sir John laid his hand gently on Pembroke’s — 

" Trust all that to me. If you were my own son, your con- 
fidence could not bo more sacred. To-morrow — or next day — 
I’ll speak to you of this again. Now, good-bye.” 

Sir John turned towards the window, and when he looked 
round to tho hearth again Christmas was gone. ' 

To do him justice, he was sorry for Christmas, and ho was 
sorry for what had happened. But at tho present moment his 
principal anxiety was that there siiould no going away, and 
farewells, and half-ostentatious renunciations of a career on the 
part of the young man. Some instinct told him that for tho 
i)rGsent it might imprudeAt to have any manner of scenes or 
explanations. For all his praise of his daughter’s ambition and 
his professed faith in it, he dreaded the possible couscqueg 0 eai£ 
her regarding this handsome, chivalrous young man as in ^y 
sense a sufferer or martyr. " One never can tell,” he said to him- 
self, "which will have the stronger fascination for women— 
success or failure — the maft who is up or the man who is down ” 
Also, according to his familiar fashion, he asked himself whether 
it was not possible that Christmas, single-minded as he was, 
might have some lurking motive of his own in making the con-. 
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fcssion he did. Suppose the pir lad had still a faint hope of 
touching Marie’s feelings ? Sui^x)sc the proposal to banish him- 
self back to Japan were made with a vague idea of that kind ? 
"No, ho mustn’t go,” Sir John decided. " That would never do 
— ^we can think of something better than that.” 

Ho looked at his watch. It was half-past four o’clock. 
Honald Vidal was to call at five. Ho left the library and went to 
his daughter’s room. 

It was a corner room like that which she had at Durewoods, 
and was chosen by her because of"thp likeness, and it had been 
iitted up at ht^ wish in just the sam^* way. Marie was seated at 
her writing desk when lier ^lather came in, and was looking over 
old letters, unfinished sketches, scraps of verse-making begun and 
put aside, and such other litter as people usually look at only in 
their ratlier, melancholy moods. Sir John thought she was 
looking pale'. Slic smiled very warmly for him, however, "and 
put her papers down. 

"I was looking over scraps of old verses, dear,” she said. 
" Ilf Durewoods long ago — when I was young, you know — I used 
to fancy myself destined to be a po»t. I have been reading some 
of the verses now ; they are such dreadful rubbish ! ” 

" I suppose all young people write verses— it’s the right sort 
of thing to do when one is young. Are you disappointed at not 
turning out a poetess, Mario ? ” 

" Could a poetess get into good society, papa?— a real poetess, 
I mean : not a lady fashion who writes verses. 

“ Why do you ask such a question 1 ” 

" Mr. Vidal thinks professional poets are only tolerated in 
society — like a sort of Christy’s Minstrels, perhaps. Is that so ? 
I don’t know. I saw a poet the other night, and people all 
seemed very attentive to him, and women wore fluttering about 
him. But Mr.*Vidal says he doesn’t call that sort of thing being 
actually in society ” 

"Well, Marie?” 

"Well, dear — that’s all. •! only wanted to know. For I 
should not like to iTavo sacrificed my career for the sake of 
writing poems. I shan’t have to earn my bread, vou know, papa, 
and I suppose my first duty is to bef’respectable.’' 

Lady Bisjian was in one of her cynical moods, which were 
becorniiijig somewhat frequent of late. Ho did not liko her 
way of putting things. It seemed like a reproach to him, 
or at least a reminder that he was still under some conditions 
with regard to his place in society. 

" I suppose people like us can afford to do as they please, 
Marie. I am rather too busy myself with the realities of life to 
have time to think much about poetry or poets. But I always 
thought that some of oui poets were in very good society. 
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By the way, poetry makes mo thinks of music, and music of 
Eonald Vidal. He is coming herol at five to-day ? ” 

Marie coloured a little, but only said listlessly, I suppose so.” 

“I Jiave had a visit already from another young lover — I 
mean from a young lover,” her father said, with an appearance 
of easy sprightlincss. “ Christmas Pembroke, Marie.” 

“ Indeed ? ” 

'' lie came to make mo his confidant. Do you remember I 
told you some time ago that I was sure ho would keep no secret 
from mo ? ” 

'■' You did, dear.” _ ^ ^ 

" Well, I was right. He came to-day and told mo all.” 

It was — ^as you expected ? ” 

This easy question, put in a tone of the quietest interest, 
apparently, was to Sir John like the sight of the instrument of 
torture to some prisoner of weak fibre, who knows that if pressed 
ho will swallow shame and save himself. Ho was not a man of 
Kv^ruplcs in the beaten ways of the world, but td deceive his 
daughter by something even broader than an equivocation 
seemed an odious act. He did not expect so direct a question ; 
ho had taken it for granted that his daughter would assume 
tlio purport of Christmas’s confession and deceive herself. In 
the one llash of hesitation it camo on him oddly and with a pain- 
ful sense that if ho had been bred a gentleman like Eonald 
Vi !al ho never could have hesitated. But this did not now 
give him pause, and he answered — • 

** Yes, Marie ; it "was as I expected, of course.” 

Then it is so,” said Lady Disdain. " I should not have 
thought it— but how could any ono judge. She seems to me so 
sharp and vehement— and — ^I don’t know. I am glad if he is 
going to 00 happy — I am very, very glad.” 

'' There are some difficulties in the way just yert,” Sir John 
-said, carelessly. Ho does not think of marrying at onco, — it 
would bo out of the question at present. And Mario, my dear 
—this was only told to me— perlvips I ought not to have 
whispered it even to you — and by the way,^ he added, with a 
sickly effort at saving his conscience, “ you will please to re- 
member, dear, that I have ncpt, in fact, told you anything of 
What he said to me, and of course you won’t breathe a word 
of this to any ono.” ^ . . 

" You need hardly caution me, dear,” said Lady Disdam/ 
rising grandly; '^1 am not likely to speak of Mr. Pembroke’s 
love-secrets.” 

" You know,” Sir John Said confidentially, " one must not 
mind too much what boys of that age may say on such subjects. 
They hardly know their own minds. Our young friend muy 
have changed his mind long before anything comes of this.” 
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Sir John spoke with two purposes vaguely present to his 
mind. The one was to preparf his daughter for the probability 
that Christmas never would marry Miss Jansen ; and the other, 
to satisfy his own conscience that he was not doing wrong in 
treating with indifference an emotion which was possibly only 
the passing dream of a boy 

" I should think Mr. Pembroke knows his own mind/^ Mario 
said carelessly. She is a very pretty girl, and very clever. I 
don’t think we ought to blame her if she chafes a little against 
the ordir»i>rv lot of women. We'do play a very poor part in the' 
' wwdd,*^! thiiii\” 

" 1 hope you will play^a brilliant part, my dear.” 

“ I hope so. One ought to do something.” There was some 
bitterness in her tone. 

" It rest|! with yourself, Marie, I fancy,” Sir John said quietly. 

“ I suppose she will give up declaiming against the world's 
laws,” Mario said meditatively, and without replying to his 
words, “ wh(m she is happy. I suppose she is very fond of him.” 

• ** Oh^ yes— I suppose so.” 

And ho is in love with her ! So soon ! It seems strange— 
I don’t know why.” 

A servant entered with a card. 

" Vidal is below,” Sir John said. ‘‘ You will see him, Marie ? 
I ha\e to write a letter.” 

There was half a moment of silence— he looked at his 
daughter. • 

Oh, yes,” Marie said at last, " I will see him.” 


CHAPTER XVIII. 

“O VATER, LASS UNS ZIEHN.” 

Marie CHALLONER*knew perfectly well that Mr. Vidal had come 
for that day, and her father knew that she knew it. Mr. Vidal 
had been thrown so much with her of late, and evidently by her 
father’s desire, that she had gradually grown to accept his atten* 
Hons ^ a matter of course. When on a visit lately with 
ItIr.4:^idB.l’s aunts she had heard hints plain enough on the 
ject of his admiration for her. Still, she seemed always to shr^!& 
from contemplating the possible result of all this, and drew bi^ 
even from asking herself what answer slxo ought to make in the 
probable, or indeed almost certain, event of his asking her to 
marry him. She had put the thought away as a nervous man, 
unused to speech-makkig, still puts off collecting his thoughts. 
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and persnadcs himself that the chairman of the public dinner 
will not, after all, call npon hinj to respond to any toast. Now 
the moment had come, and it was too late to think of collecting 
thoughts or making up mind. The response had to be given at 
once. 

Sir John Challoner looked after her as she entered the drawing- 
room, and then he went to his library. Ho found himself 
unusually nervous, and ho felt a little irritated for the moment 
with the providential arrangement which had made lads and 
lasses, and imposed upon fathers in his position the r c^iy gidhilh.v 
of seeing that their daughter* married the r/ght man.' In 
I’nancial affairs ho was strong, cool, land fearless— his enemies 
5-omctimes said unscrupulous ; but he was flurried now, in his 
own house, and a little abashed in the presence of his own 
<laughter. Ho seemed to have lost his courage. Ho could not 
undersand why he felt so humbled and hurt because he had had 
to deceive his daughter a little, and in a matter w^?ich probably 
would have been to her almost unimportant. Nobody could *iay 
in any case that he had not acted properly and for her good. 
What would bo the use of wounding her sensibility by allow- 
ing her to know that this poor boy was in lovo with her? 
Besides, ho, Sir John, was solemnly bound not to reveal Pem- 
broke's secret. To bo sure, he had implied that Pembroke had 
a secret of a very different kind, and that certainly was going 
itit ler far. Still it was only a precaution of reasonable prudence 
under the circumstances, and women have til\fays to be managed 
more or less by stratagem. ‘'Good Heavens!” Sir John per- 
emptorily asked of his unsatisfied conscience, “ a^o ever dreams 
of telling all the truth to women ?” But, again, not tolling all 
the truth is one thing ; telling something wliich is not the truth 
is another. And deceiving one's daugliter, who looks up to him 
as a guide and a light, and Mario, who was so transparently 
truthful herself, and who seemed to bo instinct from her very 
birth with that principle of honour which is so rare among 
women I In short Sir John felt that the subject had better not 
be thought over too much. He put it away from him with a 
resolute effort to lay the wholo blame of the transaction on 
Providence, which had not c«3ated him with a clear, uncom- 
promising soul and conscience like that of Pembroke'^ father, or 
at least set him from his birth with men of the ^lass of RopaZ.L 
Vidal, who must always speak the truth as a neccssarycon- 
dition of their education. 

Ho was waiting in momentary expectation of Vidal's coming 
to him. He knew that Vidal Vonld come to him the moment his 
interview with Marie was over, and he knew that whatever were 
the result Marie would be sure to disappeardo her room and not 
bo seen fo/some time. Sir John, usually so composed in all his 
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ways, was almost palpitating uneasy eagerness while that 
interview was going on. Theievening was grey and unusually 
dark, and lights had not yet been brought. Sir John paced up 
and down the room, and lost himself in vague excitement and 
expectation. Ilis thoughts wandered back and back. Suddenly 
he started — it seemed to him «as if he hoard the wail of an infant. ‘ 
In a moment ho returned to himself, and know that it was but 
some sound on tlio road outside, but ho knew too why his 
imagination Jiad deceived liim. Ho had never walked up and 
dyvn it«?j liJijrary alone and in sitch anxiety of expectation since 
tli^aveuing ^len Mario was k)rnj» That was the infant’s cry 
which now rose np out of*the past and reached his ears. 

Ho rang for lights, and almost at the same moment with tlio 
servant Eonald Vidal entered. lie was coining hastily towards 
Sir John when ho saw tlie servant at the lamps, and he stopped 
short, took si book from a slielf, and appeared to be engaged in 
looking for §ome passage in it. ^ ChalloiicT noticed that Yidars 
lijyids were trembling, and this alarmed him. Could Marie have 
refused him ? 

The servant left the room. • 

** Well? ” Clialloner asked eagerly. 

** Well ! ” replied Vidal, coming over to the licartli and stand- 
ing just where Pembroke had stood, with one foot on tlio fender, 
while he pulled at the ends of liis moustache and made tlicm join* 
on liis chin — “ I believe it u well, Challonor — ^but I hardly 
know." * 

" You hanto know ? Did you ask her ? ” 

'' Oh, yes, rtlsktul her.” 

" And what did she say ? ” 

“ Well, she didn’t say no.” 

" Did she im jjly yes V ” 

“ She diet — I think so — in a sort of way.” 

“ What a bold suitor!” fcsir John said with a smile, feeling 
now sufficiently reassured as to the result of the interview, who 
goes to propose to^a lady and comes away without being quite 
certain whether she sjiid she will, or sho will not 1 ” 

“ But that’s just it. Your daughter wouldn’t say anything 
for certain. She is to tell mc^nioro distinctly in a day or 
two.” • 

■jJ^canwhite you are bidden to hope?” Sir John said,, 
smifinfe, and thinking within liimself what idiots even clover 
young men of the world were where women were concerned. 

I suppose so,” Vidal said ; " she was very frank— and awfully 
collected, Challoner ; a deuced deal more tlian I was, I can tell 
you. She said she hadn’t the least objection to me, rather liked 
mo, in foot— quite friendly and encouraging. She said thero 
wasn't any reason why she should refuse me, but she would just 
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think it over. I suppose it’s aU riglit, Clialloncr— you ought to 
know — I never did tliat sort of tiling before.” 

‘^Of course it’s all right,” Sir John said, almost angrily. 

“ What I don't understand, Vidal, is what else you would have, 
or wdiy you should think it is not all right,” 

“ I don’t know cxiiotly, but the whole aifair seemed so unlike 
what one expected, don’t you know? I expected something 
awfully emotional ; wasn’t it natural that I should ? I can tell 
you 7 was emotional enough.”* 

Can you remember anything you said ? ” John /^SLi, 
rather amused. • 

Not a word. I tried to bo very eloquent and touching, but 
J broke down. Miss Clialloner was so awfully composed— and 
.\’ho wouldn’t help me out one bit ! I am sure girls iv general arc 
not hko that.” 

My daughter hasn’t been brought up like girls in general, 
Vidal.” 

“No, by Jove!” exclaimed Vidal, with something fike 
enthusiasm in his tone — “ if ^ho had — if she were one bit like 
girls in general I shouldn’t have been as much embarrassed as 
1 was ; but I am downright in love with her, and I only wish I 
could think, Clialloner, that she was in love with me.” 

“ Girls don’t like to show their feelings too readily.”’ 

“It isn’t that; I wish it were. I know a little more than 
tliat, Clialloner — there wasn’t a gleam of emolSon about her. She 
is not ill love with mo, Clialloner.” 

“ All that will come in time— at all events she’s not in love 
w iih anybody else.’” 

“ No ; there’s something in that. Tlion you think it’s all 
right ? ” 

“ Certainly. If Marie meant to refuse you she would have 
done so at once.” 

“ I hope, you know, that she isn't merely taking piO' to 
please her father? Wo mustn’t allow her to do that, Chal- 
loner.” 

“ You are a more sentimental lover than I over thought you 
were likely to be,” Sir John said, smiling. 

“ Am not I ? ” Vidal asked simply. “ Yes ; you bftve no idea 
how queerly I feel about the whole affair. I never felt like- thjs _ 
before— and I didn't think it was in me ; I hafe done 
deal to try and please her Challoner — you know. I haven’t a 
share of any kind in any theatre ; and I’ve given up— every- 
thing in fact. I do hope she wiU come to like mo a little, 
Challoner.” 

“ I think I can answer for her ; but if you like I'll ask her 
myself.” • # 

“ I wish you would — ^I really wish you would, Challoner. I 
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can’t bear the idea of onr forcmg her into anything. I some- 
times think we seem like a pair of conspirators.” 

“ Wo are only conspiring to make her happy if we are con- 
spirators.” 

"I would rather make myself unhappy than her— T would 
a thousand times,” the perplexed Vidal exclaimed witli energy. 

Sir John got rid of the young lover as quickly as he could, 
thinking that he had had rather more of love’s raptures than he 
was quitq^ble to relish for one day. Ronald Vidal’s account of 
hii35»*<4j.ughtcrfcWomposurc and sdf-copimand pleased him greatly. 
He was very gM to find Uiat sno was not one of your emotional 
people, and he felt satisfied that she would make all the better 
wife for not being sentimental on such an occasion. 

When Vjdal had fairly gone, Sir John sent for his daughter. 
He had now nearly shaken off the uncomfortable impression 
produced upon him by the pious fraud in which ho had thought 
it prudent to’ indulge. The first novelty was over. 

Vidal has gone, Marie,” he said, as his daughter entered the 
library. 

“ Yes ; I supposed that ho had gone, dear, when you sent 
for me.” 

Sir John took his daughter’s hand and drew her towards 
him — 

''Am I to congratulate Ronald Vidal?” ho asked in a low 
tone. " Your answer, as ho described it to, me, did not leave 
him quite certain— and of course he is very anxious, poor 
fellow.'” 

" Is he very anxious ? lam sorry.” 

" But I may congratulate him, Marie, surely ? ” 

" Oh yes, dear — if that is the right sort of thing to do. But 
don’t you think I ought to bo congratulated rather than he ? ” 

"Why so, Marie?” 

" I am attaining the height of my ambition, papa — I am going 
to bo a great lady in society. I am going to be wedded to an 
Earlie’s son, like the girl in the ballad. What could bo a greater 
occasion for congratulation ? But I don’t see why ho should bo 
congratulated.” 

" Not fqr getting such a wife, Marie ? ” And Sir John gently 
put his arm round his daughter, and turned her towards the 
‘"iUBTeor. She lobked at herself very composedly. 

" Yes,” she said, " I forgot all about that. Ho is really very 
kind and complimentary — ^in the most practical sort of way too. 
1 suppose he does see something attractive in mo. If I were a 
man I am sure that is not the sort of woman 1 should admire.” 

" What sort of woman, then might you admire, dear ? ” 

" Something petite and sweet and gracious ; full of affection 
and tenderness— all that sort of thing. There are so many 
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charming girls I have seen who would just suit Mr. 
Vidal.” I 

He doesn’t think so. His ideal wife is one of whom ho can 
be proud, and whom every one will admire, and who will make a 
brilliant figure in society." 

“ Having been specially trained for that purpose, regardless 
of expense, in the fashionable circles of Durewoods," Mario said 
gravely. "Well, the greater my deficiencies the greater his 
generosity, papa.” 

" He is really very ardent and sincere in his lave for you, 
Maria.” ‘ w. . 

" Is ho ? lam very sorry.” 

" Sorry, my dear ? ” 

Yes. 1 am not worth all that warm and strong feeling. It 
is thrown away on me." , 

"But you do feel some attachment — some liking for him, 
Mario ] ” 

" Oh, yes, dear — I think so.” • 

" liemembor, Mario, there is not the slightest constraiirt or 
pressure upon you. I have*not even used a word of persuasion ; 
and your promise is not yet given. You must not marry Eonald 
Vidal if you don’t like it." 

" I ^yi\l marry him, papa, if he wishes it. There isn’t any 
"cason why I should not. It will please him and I know it will 
please you — and why should I not do what you both would 
wish ? ’’ • 

" 1 wish you would toll me exactly, Marie, how you feel about 
this proi)osal." 

" Dear, I don’t feel anything. That is what surprises mo. I 
have no emotion at all. 1 don’t care to bo married particularly— 
I would rather remain as I am a great deal ; but I suppose I 
should have to marry somebody at some time, "and I like Mr. 
Vidal very well, and no one could possibly be more kind and 
considerate.” ^ . 

" You have no stronger feeling of any kind either way ? ” 

" None, dear ; my mind is a blank— except for what I have 
toltl you.” 

" I am sure you will be Very happy, Marie, and that you will 
have a good and clever husband.” , 

" Oh, yes, I am sure.” 

She seemed almost absolutely indifferent to^the who2«risup)ecL 
Sir John was much puzzled. 

" You seem unhappy, Marie.” 

" I am not so, dear, indeed. I am quite happy — I think.” 

■ " Not disappointed ? ’’ 

" With what, papa ? ’’ 

" Well, with your prospects, so far ? ” 
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No, I think not. Things are always different in reality, I 
suppose, from what people cxf3ct. Life looks a little more 
prosaic as we get to know it. I Used to think of something more 
romantic and full of colour, and really I don't know what. I 
think I am a little disappointed in myself, perhaps. I used to 
think I had an emotional sort of nature, and I find that I have 
not — that is all.” 

“ The better for you, dear child, in actual life. One cannot 
be too strong.’” 

so. It all seems so strango; I seem souncon- 
cefSSif '^This Avon’t be very soon, papj, ?” 

This what, dear ? ” * 

This marriage.” 

“Not if you don’t wish it. Eonald, of course, will have 
arrangements' to make. I havo a great idea, Mario, for the 
meantime. How should you like to see America ? ” 

“ America ? The United States ? ” 

“ Yes. I have a good deal to do with several projects in 
different parts of the States ; and people on both sides have been 
urging me to go over and see things for myself. I havo all but 
made up my mind to go ; and if yon would like to come with 
mo, I Avill make up my mind at once.” 

IMarie’s eyes Hashed, and her whole fiico brightened with 
delight at tho prospect. 

“I should love to go! I should love to go! There is 
nothing in tho Avorld 1 should like so well — to travel in America! 
Should we go far ? ” 

“ All the Avay across, dear — ^to San Francisco and the Pacific.” 

“And see tho Golden Gate!” The words sprang from her 
lips involuntarily. With them too came an unbidden memory — 
a picture in tho mind. In one moment she was standing on tho 
height at Durowoods and looking over tho bay, with its islands, 
and listening to Christmas Pembroke as he told of San Francisco 
and the Golden Gate. Tho time seemed so far off and so child- 
like somehow in its poetic happiness, that its memory filled her 
with sweet pathetic feeling, and tears started, she did not know 
why, into her eyes. She turned her head away. 

“ Bonald can’t very well come,” Sir John said meditatively ; 
“ but we cannot help that.” 

^ -*i,W e shall bo^aill tho happier to ourselves,” Maria said 
eagerlyTTkiiihwithout stopping to think ; “ it will be delightful, 
papa — ^you and I alone — like the old tmes ! ” 

And now, as she looked up, her fatlipr could not but see that 
there wero tears in her eyes. He was touched by her affection 
for him — surprised, perhaps, that there should be such emotion 
in one who seemed lately so cold ; and he felt proud of it. Ho 
kissed her tenderly. 
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" Well, my loYO ” (cYen toiler, Sir Jolm liardly ever used tho 
•word “ love “ you and I ar# very old friends and fellow- 
ramblers, and Ronald and you will have plenty of time to travel 
to^'otlior. Ho won’t grudge me this last lioliday with you. 
Tlicn that is settled, dear; and we wdll go as soon as ever you 
are ready.*' 

“ I am overjoyed at tho idea. How long shall we bo away ? ** 

'' Let rno see-— it is a largo plaeo, and wo shall have much to 
look at. Four or five months,*perliaps.” 

'' That will be dclightful|^* j^nd she went into idi tile- 
of tho proposed trip with an eagcriicis which amazed and per- 
idexed her father. IShc waS all aglow witli delighted expectation 
ai tho prospect of a trip to America, and she had hardly exhibitc(l 
even a languid interest in Ircr engagement to be married. 

Then you won’t keep this poor fellow long in suspense, 
Mario V” Sir John said, as he was leaving her. 

W hat poor fellow, dear ? ’* • 

" Ronald Vidal. You will give him his answer soon ?"' 

'' Oil, yes, dear ; whenever jou like. You may give it for mo 
— that A\ill bo best, perhaps — ^to-day if you wish,” 

" I don’t suppose he 'svould like that quite so well, Marie,” 
her father said witli a smile. I should think he would prefer 
■ t^ have liis answer from your own lips.” 

“Very well, dear. To-morrow, or whenever you and ho 
wish.” * 

You have always been the best and dearest of danghters,” 
Sir John said, drawing her towards him and kissing her with an 
alTcciionato enthusiasm sucli as he did not often sliowcven to 
her. “ You cannot but make a good wife, my love, who havo 
•been siuli a daughter.” 

But she did not show any emotion in return, and her father 
found that her lips wero cold. 

lie was a little sorry for lliat, but lie had never supposed 
that she greatly loved Ronald Vidal, and therefore he old not 
expect from her any positive delight in the lAospect of marriage. 
But he was as profoundly convinced as the most conscientious 
and disinterested father coi*ld bo that ho was securing his 
duuglitcr’s happiness whilo advancing his own ambition and 
hers. “ The Honourable Mrs. Ronald Vidal,” he said to himself 
over and over again after ho had left her. Then dt iaatlu^^iisould 
seo himself actually connected with tho British aristocracy. 
Ronald Vidal had told liim again and again, wdth tho odd frank- 
ness wliich was part of his 'nature, that his people wanted him 
to marry a girl with money, and thought he ought to do so, but 
wero tcriubly afraid of his either taking up with some unpresent- 
able woman from Manchester or getting mixed up with actresses ; 
xind that they welcomed with delight the prospect of his getting 
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such a wife as Miss Challoner. All his people, he said, thought 
lier “ perfectly splendid,” and tlfe moment the thing was settled 
there was no limit to be put to tho cordiality with which tliey 
would take her up. 

The American journey had been a flash of inspiration to Sir 
John just now. For some time it had seemed clear that he must 
go out and have a look at things in the States. At first, his 
idea was that Eonald and he would go together. Then Ronald 
took up with a Parliamentary career to please Mario and make 
her future husband, and of course lie must stick to 
his work. Sir John himself had ncVbr gone in for politics, and 
was therefore by no means tied to the House. Then Sir John 
thought that lie would go alone after tho marriage of his 
daughter. But now this unlucky affair of young Pembroke’s 
made it absolutely necessary that Mario should be taken out of 
the way for the present, or else Christmas would suddenly go, 
and there would be a parting and questions and all that kind of 
thing ; ond Sir John held that women, like kings according to 
the Scottish saying, were " Kittle cattle to shoe behind ” — there 
was no telling how they might b^ar with the operation which 
one considered tho most needful for them. So while he was 
actually talking with his daughter the idea of going to America 
at once, and taking her with him, flashed into his mind and 
proved itself a success. 

“Then, Marie,” (he said as she was leaving him, “you get 
yourself ready as quickly as you can, and we’ll have such an 
exploring of the New World as Christopher Columbus never 
had.” 

^ “0 Vaier, lass uns zieliv ! Marie answered in the words of 
Mignon, and she went to her room murmuring to herself P 
sweet melancholy phrases of that ineffable outburst of vagi ; 
longing. “ Let us go ; oh, father, let us go. There, far awa> - 
lies our path ! ” 

Marie seemed to have hardly any feeling left within her but 
a longing for the American journey. She burned with anxiety 
to be going away, away, far away out of London and her present 
surroundings. She would not have cared so much for travel, no 
matter how far, on tho European ^Continent. That would bo 
too much like the usual kind of thing ; and people they knew in 
LondoQ^ might cot them there. But when once the Atlantic 
interpose<tr'i!b''divide them from all old associations, then she 
thought she could begin to enjoy travelling, and the free air 
would bring healing on its wings. cHealing from what? She 
did not ask herself the question. 

She only knew that she would enjoy the change and tho 
travel and the freedom, and that four or five months of respite 
seemed now like a happy eteinity--at least like a time into 
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which every possible hoi)e and py ought to be crammed, and to 
the end of which one must notnhink of looking. Perhaps the 
end would never come ! Anyhow, it seemed to her now that 
v/ithout that free holiday on the other side of the Atlantic she 
must stifle as if for want of air. 

She did not dislike Eonald Vidal. On the contrary, she liked 
him much better than she did most other people. She had no 
particular dislike to the prospect of being married. Thai was a 
thing which must come some Jbime, and it might as well bo soon 
as later. She was absolute]^ unconscious as yet that 
any feeling in her heart whifli ought to prevent her from 
accepting Vidal’s proposal. For a long time, indeed, she had 
lo(A'C(l forward to that proposal as certain to come. Her father 
had in a quiet, vague way taught her, almost by imperceptible 
degrees, to look to Mr. Vidal as the husband she ought to have. 
A kind of not had gradually seemed to close around her, and she 
had imperceptibly seemed to part with even the power to wish 
to be free. There was no one else she would have cared to marry 
or thought of marrying. Yet with all this kind of negative 
c-ontent her heart seemed stifling as she thought of her coming 
life. The very absence of emotion w'^as terrible. The future 
looked so blank — it showed in anticipation like life without air. 
/ ” the romantic dreams of her girlhood had come to this reality ! 

i have no love in me,” Lady Disdain said sorrowfully to her 
own heart, *'1 cannot feel as other women seem to feel. I 
suppose I was born without any nature like that. I may as- 
well marry him — he is very good and clever; and I suppose he 
likes me better than any other woman.” 

Thus she reasoned with herself as she sat in her own room 
alone. She thought of Christmas Pembroke and Sybil Jansen ; 
an she envied those who could love and who wore loved, and 
thought of her own loneliness, and at last, in the grey of the 
twilight, she burst into tears. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

"on. SAW YK NOT**FAIB INEZ?” 

The Saucy Lass boro Chriatmas Pembroke one evening of carl^ 
summer to the Durewoods pier. He had not visited Durewoods 
since his first stay there, and he had often been smitten with a 
sense of ingratitude towards his friend Miss Lyle. There were 
reasons why for some time back ho had rather shrunk from 
coming under her eyes, and having perhaps to answer the kindly 
peremptoriness of her questions. But she, he tlionght, knew 
nothing of his excuse for avoiding her, and he feared she must 
think him ungrateful. The fear was confirmed when on writing 
to ask her if ho might pay her a visit ho received a reply which 
he could not but regard as a little cold and curt for her, telling 
him that he would be welcome. Ho started for Durewoods 
next day. 

The Challoners bad left England. They were to reach New 
York before the befits of summer sot in, and, after spending a 
few days there and in Boston, to cross at once to San Francisco, 
where the months intolerable in the Atlantic States would bo 
delightful ; and when autumn came they were to return to New 
York again, visiting many places on their way. Christmas had 
not seen Mario before her leaving London. Sir John had taken 
care to keep him engaged in expeditions hither and thither in 
the northern cities; and Christmas knew it was for the best, 
although ho chafed at it too. But he had made up his mind now 
that ho would not see the Gljalloners any more. Ho would not 
see her married. Hcf would return to Japan. It was especially 
to tell Miss Lyle of his determination to leave England that ho 
was now visiting Durewoods. " Durewoods has been my Sedan," 
he said to himself. 

The heart of the poor youth swelled cruelly with emotion as 
he begsa»^* se.^v1fiie pier at Durewoods, and the cottages, and the 
trees on the hill amid which Marie’s homo was standing. Dure- 
woods without her was like tho forlorn chamber when tho coffin 
of the loved one has been carried aw^y. It was like the ghost 
of Durewoods. Pembroke felt a pang of remorse at the 
thought that the dear, kind friend who still lived there was after 
all so little to him — ^that her presence did not remove tho death- 
like atmosphere which for him now hung over the place. 
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But ^^llen tho boat touched the pier, and he leaped ashore, 
and saw old Merlin waiting ih carry his portmanteau, he 
brightened up, and gave the brave Breton a cheery shako of tho 
hand, and asked him voluble questions about Miss Lyle and 
about himself, and the boat and tho garden and the iishor- 
folk. 

Miss Leel well— beaut'fool well— alway well. Merlin take 
care of /ier. Miss Mario gone to Amerique — over the great sea — 
near the fisheries of the Newfoundland — ^many fishers go there, 1 
know.” ^ ^ ■ 

“ Miss Lyle is lonely, perhaps* witlwut Miss Marie ? ” 

“ No — no, no — not lone. Miss Leel not lone — for Merlin 
take caro of her. Merlin not gone to Amerique.” And Merlin 
chuckled much over this pleasantry, and smote his brave breast. 

You grow tall,” said Merlin, as they walked along. 

“ Tall, Merlin ? Not taller than before.” 

“ Oh, yes. I know. Tall ! — ^More like man. Tail — old ; very 
old. You grow very old ! ” • 

Christmas smiled at this tribute to his completed manhood, 
tor so ho understood Merlin’s words. But Merlin meant too to 
convoy the idea that Christmas was looking paler and thinner 
than he had expected to find him. 

Miss Lyle received Christmas with sweet and gracious 
cc nrtosy. They dined together, and Janet waited, and every- 
thing was just as it used to be. But the new^ which Miss Lyle 
told him now and again suggested change. Mario Challoner had 
been in Burewoods for two or three days before her voyage, and 
Miss Lyle had seen her several times. There was discouraging 
nows from Natty Cramp, whereat his poor mother was greatly 
concern( d. He was not getting on so well as he had expected 
to do. 

Then they went into the balcony, and Christmas praised the 
beauty of tho scene, and thought to himself of the little hollow 
in tho woods, lonely to him for evermore, as everything selbmed 
to bo now. Then ho said to Miss L/lo that he had something to 
tell her, and she showed a friendlier interest, and listened while 
ho explained, as well as he could, that a life in London did not 
suit him ; that he didn’t think lie was a big enough man to make 
much of a success there, and that he thought he could do better 
on his old ground in Japan. At last he got to the 

story somehow. 

“ Is that all ? ” Miss Lyle asked. 

That was all. Christmas thought it was a good deal. 

‘ 1 didn't want to say anything until you had finished. Have 

you finished?” 

" Yes, Miss Lyle. That is all I wanted to say. As some of 
our American friends would say, I'm through.” 
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“ I don’t understand slang "said Miss Lyle— even English 
slang. I am not fond of it." ^ 

There was a pause. Christmas wondered if she were going 
to say nothing more on the subject of his resolve, and if the 
matter were to drop there. For a while she had seemed to be 
growing more friendly, but again there came a marked coldness 
in her mnaner. Christmas did not wonder at that. He felt 
with renewed pangs of conscience that ho had been but an 
i natten tive friend for some time/ and must not expect instant 

pSERtOfl. I I 

“ Then you have made up your mind to renounce London 
and go back to Japan? " she said, at last, in a tone of some dis- 
satisfaction. 

“ I have^" Christmas answered, glad that she had said any- 
thing. “I am afraid you will think me a variable personage. 
Miss Lyle, without much of a mind to make up." 

“ It is strange," she said, following, up apparently some train 
of ‘‘thought of her own. “Your father was above all things a 
man of steady purpose. I begin Jo think you are not like him 
at all, Mr. Christmas, and that I have been rather mistaken 
in you." 

“ Well, Miss Lyle, you will do me the justice to admit that I 
never claimed to be like my father, or fit to be compared with 
him." 

“ Still,” she said, in an almost irritable way, it is strange 
how the sons degenerate. I don’t understand it. Whore did 
you learn these fickle ways, and that want of trust, which I can 
tell you I like still less ? ” 

Miss Lyle, as Marie Challoner had said long ago, was 
picturesque in everything she did. Few people look dignified 
when out of humour, but in the gesture with which she drew her 
white shawl round her shoulders, as if wrapping herself in a 
garment of offended pride, there was something effective and 
dramatic. 

“ Want of trust=-in y(w,'Miss Lyle ? " 

In me, yes. Do I not deserve your confidence ? Did I not 
offer myself to you from the beginning frankly as your friend, 
and how pould you doubt that 1 was so? 1 tell you, Chris 
Pembroke, I should almost have loved a lap-dog call^ by your 
father^&iiQ^O; £iot to speak of his son ; ana I did so wish to be 
your friend, for his sake ; and this is what comes of it ! To you, 
perhaps, it may seem ridiculous that I should feel in this way. 
Very well— at least you see that I efc feel.” 

*'But you are entii*cly mistaken, and you do me a great 
wrong. The thought of going back to Japan was only flickering 
in my mind for some time ; and Sir John Challoner a'dked me to 
put off deciding for a little while. 1 did so. But now 1 have 
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made up my mind, and I came to tell you. Ho does not know of 
it yet — I mean I have not yet \tritten to him.” 

You choose your confidants well,” Dione said scornfully. 
“I don’t mean merely your going to Japan, Christmas; but you 
confided to John Challoner your reason for flying out of England 
— you never told that to me, I waited to-day patiently to see if 
that would come out even now, and it didn’t ! No ; your full 
confidence is kept for him.” 

Christmas grow red and Jiot. Ho could hardly believe his 
ears. Could it be. possible that Sir John Challoner had »'otually 
betrayed his confidence — find for vjjiat reason? Ho looked at 
Miss Lyle in positive alarm and began to speak, and then became 
silent. 

“ I will spare your blushes,” Diono said — feeling some pity 
for his confusion — '' and I am glad you have the gf ace to blush, 
Chris; but you might have told mo of this as well as John 
Challoner.” Having, as she thought, compelled the young man 
to feel confused, she began to soften to him. 

** Did Sir John tell you — Miss Lyle, are you serious ? I can’t 
understand this ! But if hef did, then at least you must know 
why I felt bound to tell him and not you ” 

” 1 don’t see that, Mr. Christmas. But let mo ease your mind. 
It was not from Sir John I first heard the story — although when 
I asked him he didn’t deny it.” 

** Not from Sir John? Then from whom — for no one else on 
earth could have ” 

You ridiculous boy, don’t you know that men of the world 
never keep anybody’s secret absolutely ? They always let drop 
hints. Why you should have insisted on any particular secrecy 
in this affair is as great a wonder to me as why you should have 
chosen him for a confidant. I presume you didn’t suppose that 
the thing could have been kept a secret from us ail for ever, even 
if you did retreat to Japan with her.” 

Christmas was now utterly bewildered. There was evidently 
some extraordinary misunderstanding somewhere. 

" I don’t know what to say,” ho broke out at last. " We don't 
understand each other. Miss Lyle.” 

Come, I really begin td^hink you are more foolish than dis- 
trustful, Christmas. 1 suppose boys are shy of talking of these 
thingp even to elderly women. But you coul^ have found no 
trustier friend than mo — nor one less likely lor social 

prejudices and that kind of thing. I don’t believe your father’s 
son could make a very l^id choice. Well, I forgive you your 
secrecy. And so you have fallen in love, my poor boy, and are 
goi]^ to be married ? So soon ? ” 

Christmas started with such evident and genuine surprise that 
Miss Lyle was startled in her turn. 
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" Is this not true ? " she asked, sharply—" are you not going 
to be married ? Are wo playing at cross purposes ? ” 

“We are indeed,” said Christmas, with an acliing heart. 

" There never was such playing at cross purposes ! Who told you 
that story, Miss Lylo? Not Sir John Challoner, at all events.” 

“ But is that really net true? Have you not fallen in lovo ; 
and are you not going to be married ? ” 

" A man loss likely to bo married, Miss Lylo, is not to be 
found anywhere between this and Japan.” 

“Oh! Have you quarrelled? ” 

" Quarrelled with whom ? ” " 

" With the young lady, of courso. I suppose wo needn’t now 
make a mystery of her name — Miss Jansen.” 

Christmas rose from his chair in amazement. In all his 
trouble of hl;art ho was boyishly inclined to laugh. 

" Is that the story, Miss Lyle — is that the mystery — the con- 
fidence ? ” 

But is it really not true ? Is it all a mistake or a delusion ? 
Are you more deceitful than I couM have believed, or are people 
going out of their senses? Do let us come to somo under- 
standing.” 

" Mik Lyle, there isn’t one single particle of truth or meaning 
or anything else in that story. I know Miss Jansen; but I 
never felt anything for her but friendship — and there is even 
much about her thr^t I don’t like ; and I am not certain now 
whether she is not rather unfriendly to me than the contrary. 
As for any other idea, it never even occurred to mo until this 
moment ; and it would be ever so much less likely to occur to 
her. To begin with, she hates the whole race of men.” 

" Yes ; I don’t mind that,” Miss Lyle said, quietly. " They 
soon got over that— girls, I mean. But if you tell mo seriously 
that this is not true ” 

" But, Miss Lyle, to say it is not true is nothing. There isn’t 
the faii^est conceivable foundation or excuse for it. The wonder 
is how any one could«ever ha^e thought of it. Did you say that 
some one told you this ? ” 

" Oh, yes,” Miss Lyle answeredf composedly : “ Mario Chal- 
loncr told mo.” 

"Miss Challoner I” Again Christmas’s face burned with, 
emotion ; and at- once there flashed upon his memory the fact, 
hardly ndliSfoddld; the time, that Marie had sent with a peculiar 
expression of look and voice her friendly message to Sybil Jansen 
through him. He felt unspeakably wretched. Strange contra- 
diction of human impulses! The one thing he dreaded most an 
hour ago was that Marie Challoner should know of his love for 
her. Now it seemed a thousand times worse that ^shS should 
believe him to be in love with another woman. 
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“ This is terrible,” he said. 

" Of course such things are always provoking ; but one can't 
help them. This seems to have been a very singular misunder- 
standing.” 

“ Did Miss Challoner speak of this as a guess on her part ? ” 

“ No. Marie Challoner, Chris, is an impulsive girl, so truthful 
that it is hard for her even to keep a secret : and she said some- 
thing licro whicli aroused my curiosity, I can tell you, and I am 
afraid I extorted the rest. Then she said that her lather had 
enjoined secrecy on her — but TMarie was never exemplary in tho 
way of obeying injunctions^' • 

'■Bid it was not Sir John Clitflloner who told her this 
slor.v?» 

“ Indeed it was.” 

“ Miss Lyle,” Christmas said gravely, " you are«iistaken in 
that, 1 assure you.” 

“ My good boy, I am not mistaken. The poor girl, conscious 
of having broken her father's trust, insisted, in her proud 
honesty, upon telling him that she had done so and asking his 
pardon, and I insisted on telling him that the fault was mine, 
and of course the whole story came out then.” 

"Sir John Challoner said I was in love with Miss Jansen? 
Sir John said that ? ” 

"He did. At least 1 told him what Mario said ; and he said 
-.larie ought not to have told it to anybody, and ho seemed 
greatly vexed at the whole affair.” 

Cliristmas was lost in confusion. It seemed natural enough 
that if Miss Challoner or Miss Lylo had made a guess of any 
kind Sir John might liave allowed her to remain under a 
delusion rather than give any clue to tho truth. But, as he 
understood Miss Lylo, there was something more than this. 

"Did I understand you rightly. Miss Lyle? 'Did you say 
that Sir John told this story— told it himself— to Miss 
Challoner 1” . • 

" Certainly, Chris ; he and she Jboth spoke of it in that way. 
Sir John said, more than once, that ho was* to blamo for having 
revealed to his daughter what you told him in confidence.” 

Christmas leaned upon tUo balcony and thrust his hands deep 
into his pockets. He was perfectly bewildered. % 

"But there must bo something in all this,”' Diono said 
impatiently. "It can’t be all midsummer madfii!«£>- You did,, 
surely, tell John Challoner something in confidence! ” 

"I did.” 

" And had it nothing to do with Miss J ansen ? ” 

"Nothing.” 

" Was it any sort of love-confession ? ” 

With eyes doggedly downcast Christmas answered, " It was.” 
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"And in IIcaTcn’s name, Chris Pembroke, why did your 
fixther’s son select John Challo|)er of all men on earth as the 
confidant of his love story ? — Oh ! ” 

The exclamation broke from Miss Lyle because of tlie succ’ 
expression with which Christmas had looked up when she 
her imperious question — an expression which was a rcvelatio 

" You unhappy hoy,” she said in a low tone, and lean, 
towards him, " was tlmt it ? ” 

" That was it. Now you know all. Now you know why . 
told him, and wdiy I didn’t tell you.” 

" Did you kno^v that she waS cng^iged to young Vidal ? ” 

" I did. I guessed it.”* 

" Then what on earth was the good of your speaking to hci 
father ? What did you hope to get by that ? ” 

"Nothing.” 

" You had better have told me a hundred limes. You didn* 
suppose that jTohn Challoncr was a person to be touched by yo*. 
romantic attachment, and to say, ‘Take her, my boy! Bless 
you, my children ’ ? ” 

" Miss Lyle, I imagined nothiog, and hoped nothing. I 
couldn’t endure the place any longer. I tried har^, and I fouhd 
that I couldn’t do it, and ho had been so kind to mo that I 
didn’t like to seem ungrateful or changeable, and I couldn’t 
invent lies. 1 thought the best thing to do was to tell her fatl-cr 
all, and beg of him^to help mo, and to — to cover my retreat, in • 
fact. I suppose it was an absurd thing to do — I thought it tho 
most honest way.” 

There was a moment’s silence. The evening w^as darkening. 
The scents of the flowers came more richly out, and the pla^ of 
the water below sounded shelly in the ears of the poor youth on 
whom Dione turned her pitying eyes. 

"I am gldd you did wliatcyer you thought vras honest, n'y 
boy,” she said. "You never can be sorry for that. W;/., 
welll” , 

Christmas did not speak; lie could not pour out his soul 
readily, even to her. He was at once frank and shy, as nature 
and his early way of life had nsiade him. 

" This is a great misfortune, Chtis ! Tell me—do you know 
yourself—w^ 11 this last ? ” 

" Oh yes,” he answered in a low tone, and without looking at 
lier. " tSst my time. Miss Lyle.” 

" Of course all young people say that ; and I shouldn’t min^* 
it much in your case, my dear, but /or what I know. And so 
you got this Wbund under my roof, my poor boy ? I wish I 
never found you out, Chris, and brought you here, for this.” '' 

"No, noT’ho said,. eagerly; "don’t wish that, Mips Lyle*- 
don’t wish that. 1 have your friendship->l couldn’t wi^ to lofie 
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that, and I don't want to lose — tho memory even of— anything 
that happened. 1*11 come all ri^ht — I mean 1*11 fight my way on 
trough life.” 

"You would not be without the memory of your dream, 

. 1 ?” 

tha Would my father have given up tho memory of his ? ** 
tjj* Dione's lips trembled. She loaned back in her chair, and 
g^pmained silent for a moment. 

“ Now, Miss Lyle,** said •Christmas, " you know all ; you 
^.\ve got this all out of njp somehow, which I never meant to 
ve told to anybody but one. 1 am«not sorry, but I don't mean 
CO plague you any more with my troubles. I didn't come here 
to make you uncomfortable. I'm not going through life with an 
everlasting lament in my mouth. I am no worse off4:han ever so 
n\any better fellows.” 

“I thought it a bad omen at the time that you should have 
aet her tho very first n^oment you stepped ashore liere. I didn't 
want you to meet her. Then, when tho thing was don(5, I 
thought it best to say as little as possible, and seem to make 
light of everything. But I did give you a -warning, Chris.” 

" You did, I remember. But it was too late then, and it 
‘ wouldn't have been of any use in any case — ^not the least.” 

" I suppose not. Yqu don't blame her, Chris ? ” 

"Blame her! Her! For what?” 

" You don't think she meant this — or triilod with you ? ” 

"Oh, no. She is as true as light. She was my friend 
always ; she is now. It is no fault of hors. She never sus- 
pected.” 

" I am glad. I should have thought so, but I am glad to hear 
you say so. One word more. You hftve not any lurking hope — 
about her ? ” 

" Oh, no ; no hope.” 

" You are right, Chris. I know Marie as well as any 'one 
Cf n, and I know that all the world could not make her engage 
, herself to Mr. Vidal if she cared for anybody else. But I am 
glad you have the courage to look that straight in tho face. The 
only thing now is -what is ta be done ? ” 

“ My mind is clear,** said Christmas ; " I'll leave Fngland and 
go back to Japan,” 

"But why do that? why not stay firmly hei'>-“«'d mako an 
honourable career for yourself? A man has some other business 
in life than falling in love and brooding over it.” 

" I have other business, lEind I mean to do it. Miss Lyle, and 
not to brood. But if I remained in England I should be likely 
. to brood on to the end of tho chapter.” 

I " ThAo are other women too, Chris.” 

"There are no other women for me, Miss Lyle, and good 

0 



194 


DEAR LADY DISDAIN. 


advice is thrown away on me I am afraid. Sooner than stay 
hero and seo her — see her mamied, Miss Lyle, I would leap off 
the pier below and swim straight out to sea as far as ever I could 
go, and sink quietly down when I could swim no farther. It 
wouldn’t bo half a bad thing to do— go down with the setting 
sun.” 

“ You won’t do that, I know,” Miss Lyle said. " You’ll not 
do that cowardly thing, Chris. That might do for Natty Cramp, 
perhaps, or some egotistical fool of his kind ; not for you. But 
we’ll say no more of this just now. ^It’s a surprise, and I must 
think it over. You used to liko to smoke a cigar in the 
evenings ? ” 

Christmas understood the very clear hint. She held out 
her hand tq^him, and lie saw that her eyes were filled with tears. 
Heaven knows what boyish impulse made him kneel beside her 
chair and press her hand to his lips. Then she gently laid the 
hand upon his head. There passed through Dione’s mind at the 
time the sweet, strange, unspeakably tender saying of the 
Duchess of Orleans about Dunois— that he was a child stolen 
from her. 

She was glad when Christmas left her, for there was some- 
thing which puzzled her in all this, and which she had not 
spoken of much to him. Indeed, the moment the question, 
arose in her mind she kept the talk, such as it was, away from 
that. Christmas hM told Sir John Challoner that he was in 
love with JMario. Sir John had voluntarily, distinctly told 
Mario that Christmas had made to him an acknowledgment of 
love for Miss Jansen. There was no possibility of mistake or 
misapprehension on either side, on any point. Why did John 
Challoner tell his daiightci that lie ? 

Strange, she thought, if John Challoner’s deceits should have 
come between the son, as they did betw’cen the father, and the 
woman he loved and might have married ! 

Folr there could be to Dionc’s mind no explanation possible 
of Sir John’s proceedings but an anxiety to render it impossible 
for his daughter to think of Christmas, and thus to hurry her into 
a marriage with Lord Paladine’s^son. Ho must have feared 
that Marie ^might fall in love with Chris. That must have been 
his motive. ' 

But th§Bu=Wone had talked with Marie only the other day in 
full and warm friendship and confidence about her marriage, and 
Marie had not given the faintest indication of any feeling that 
could stand between her and it. Sho did not seem to have any 
delight in the prospect, and it was only too clear that she had 
no romantic attachment to Mr. Vidal. But even when Dione 
spoke to her in some wonder of her seeming coldness, **and lack 
of interest in her future, Marie assured her again and again that 
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she was marryinj; of her own free will, and at no one’s persuasion, 
and that since she must marry tAie knew no one so acceptable for 
a husband as Mr. Vidal. Again and again, too, had Marie told 
her tliat she did not think sho had a nature formed for the kind 
of emotion which is described in l)ooks as love. 

“So many girls say that,” Miss Lyle thought, “until the 
time comes. But I think it must bo so with her.” 

John Challoner then must have been deceived — such was 
Dione’s conclusion — out of ckccss of caution, as was his wont. 
Boor Christmas was rightj|— M^rie felt notliing for him but an 
easy friendsliip. There was nolliingtto bo done. Tlio boy must 
lake his fate and bear it. The loss said now about the niisunder- 
" landing and the perverted confidence the better. Let that all 
seem to be a misunderstanding, and let it drop. SJ^c would not 
argue any more against Chrisljnas’s resolve to go back to Japan ; 
all things consido-cd, it would be the best course ho could take. 

But she could not still help wondering over the strange 
stroke of fate, or whatever it was, which had brought the soil of 
lier old lover across so many thousand miles of earth and sea 
under her roof to have his heart pierced there by the daughter 
of his hither’s old rival 


CnAPTER XX. 

“PROFESSOR KATHANIEL P. CRAMP.” 

The Genius of young Liberty had indeed not yct proved pro- 
pitious to Natty Cramp, lie landed at Hoboken, on the New 
Jersey shore of the North river at Now York, one sunpy and 
lovely morning, and ho gazed across at the somewhat confused 
and unalluring river front of the great city with the air of a 
conqueror. The fresh breath of freedom, ho proudly said to 
himself, was already filling 4iim with new manhood. But New 
York is in some ways a discouraging place to land at. Thero 
are no cabs; and there are no street porters; and to hire a 
“ Jiack ” carriage is expensive ; and to track out tne’s way in tho 
street cars and the stages is almost hopeless work for tho new 
comer. Then the examination at tho Custom-house was long 
and vexatious ; and yet, when Natty got through tho Custom- 
house, he felt as if he were thrown adrift on the world without 
any one more to care about him. As Melisandor in Thomson’s 
poem declares that, bad as were the wretches who deserted him, 
ne never heard a sound more dismal than that of their parting 
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oars, so, little as Nathaniel Cramp liked the brusque ways of 
the Custom-house officers, ho felt a 6ort of regret when they 
nad released him and his baggage, and he found himself abso- 
lutely turned loose upon the world and his own resources. 

This small preliminary disappointment was ominous. Natty 
had como out with a little money and a great faith in himself 
and his destiny. He liad the usual notion that New York and 
the United States in general are waiting eagerly to be instructed 
in anything by Europeans, and cspocially by Englishmen. Having 
failed utterly in London, ho thought ho must l>e qualified to 
succeed in New York. Hi*, idea was to give lectures and write 
books — poems especially. He soon found that every second 
person in America delivers lectures, and that every village has 
at least thiw poets — two women and one man. Ho had brought 
a few letters of introduction from some members of the Church 
of the Future in London to congenial spirits in New York, and 
he made thercrt)y the acquaintance of the editor of a Spiritualist 
journal, of a German confectioner and baker who had a small 
shop on Fourth Avenue (and Fourth Avenue is to Fifth Avenue 
as Knightsbridgo is to Park Lane or Piccadilly), and of a lady 
who woro trousers and called herself the Rev. Theodosia Judd. 
The influence of these persons over Now York, however, was 
limited, and although they endeavoured to get an audience for 
one of Natty’s lectmres at a very little hall in a cross street far 
up town, the publib did not rush in, and Nat delivered his 
lecture so feebly that a few of the few who were in went boldly 
out again, and one elderly man produced from his pocked a copy 
of the Ncio York Evening Mail and read it steadily through. 
Yet the Spiritualist journal had had several little notices pre- 
liminary of Natty, whom* it described variously as Professor 
Cramp and Doctor Cramp, the celebrated author and lecturer, 
from London, England; and this was a secret delight to 
Nathapiel, for the blind Fury with abhorred shears might slit 
away his audiences, but not, the printed and published praise. 
It cheered him for ti littlo while to bo thus publicly compli- 
mented, and he said to himself, with great pride, that that came 
of being in a land of equality, and that ho would have been long 
in London ly3foro the hireling and subservient press of that city 
would thus have spoken of him. 

Still New York as a community was absolutely unawakened 
to any recognition or even knowledge of Natty’s existence, and his 
money was melting away. Ho " boarded” very modestly in a 
quiet little cross street where he paid but a few dollars a week, 
but he was earning nothing. There were awful moments when, 
as he passed some of the showy hairdressing shops in Broadway, 
and saw the richly dressed ladies going in and out, he^began to 
wonder whether he had not better take at once to the single 
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craft and mystery whereof he was really possessed, and do for 
the cnris and chignons of Broadway what he had done in other 
days for those of Wigmore Street. But his pride would not as 
yet suffer this. He went home to his bedroom in the boarding- 
house and read over again the paragraph in the Spiritualist 
paper which spoke of his literary gifts, and he vowed that ho 
would never stoop to curl heads of hair again— never. 

Suddenly another chance opened up for him. His friend the 
editor of the Spiritualist journal came to him one day with the 
grand news that he had pjocu^jBd him an appointment to deliver 
a lecture in the Lyceum course of A^roceraunia, one of the rising 
cities on the north-western confines of New York State. Acro- 
ceraunia -was beginning now to hold its head pretty high in the 
v/ovld. It had already celebrated the twentieth ^niversary of 
its foundation, and as its neighbour and rival, Pancorusky City, 
had long Ixjcn having its Lyceum winter course of lectures, 
Acroccraunia had at last made up its mind for a winter course 
of lectures as well. All the leading citizens had come forward 
most spiritedly, and so liberal were the promises of assistance 
that Acrocerauuia put itself in communication at once with the 
American Literary Bureau of New York to engage a certain 
limited number of star ” lecturers, the other nights of the 
course to be filled up with local and volunteer talent, and any 
rising young lecturers who might be known to private members 
of the committee and might bo willing to*offer their lecture for 
a modest sum in consideration of the opening thus afforded. 
Now the brother of the Spiritualist editor was one of the most 
important men in all Acroccraunia. He edited the Bepublican 
journal of that city. Ho wrote to his brother in New York 
reqresting him to recommend some promising young lecturer 
who would not object to take twenty-five dollars and his ex- 
penses. The “ stars ” would not any of them shine for an hour 
on Acroccraunia under a hundred dollars, and many of them 
could not even bo tempted out of their ordinary sphere^hy such 
a sum as that; and some agaiii were so heavily engaged in 
advance that Acroccraunia would not have a chance of getting 
them on any terms for many seasons to come. In fact Acro- 
ceraunia had only engaged two genuine stars for her course, one 
to open, and one to close it. There seemed a great deal too 
much local talent and Singing Society in between, and llicroforo 
some padding of a less familiar kind had to be sought out. 
Hence the offer to Natty Cramp. 

Nathaniel jumped at?it. He was beginning to fear that ho 
never again should have a chance of testing his rhetorical skill ; 
and besides, twenty-five dollars, look you, are equivalent to five 
pounds, and would bo a substantial gain to Nathaniel Cramp. 
It so happened, too, that Nathaniel suited the conditions of 
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the Lyceum course of Acroceraunia very well. That season, and 
indeed for some seasons back, ay the Lyceums had had some 
lecturer from London, England, in their course. But when 
Acroceraunia had secured, and with immense diificulty, its two 
American stars, there was not nearly enough of money still in 
prospect or possibility to enable it to get one of tho British 
luminaries as well. Theiefore Nathaniel Cramp was positively a 
godsend, " The celebrated English orator, Professor Nathaniel 
P. Cramp, from London, England,” .would look very well on tho 
placards and advertisements. Tljp pqf)plo of Acroceraunia were 
in general a steady-going home-keeping community. They rose 
early, they worked liard, and when tho gentlemen of a family 
came homo in tlio evening they generally wont to sleep on tho 
lounge after ^uppor, and w’ere awakened by their Avives in time 
to go to bed at a i roper hour. They never dreamed of trips to 
EuroiDO in the summer, and they did not take in tho Britisli 
journals. Eor .half of them, then, the name of Natty Cramp 
would do just as well as that of any of tho more distinguislied 
Britons who were stumping the States that fall. 

So Nathaniel accepted the offer,*' and when the timo came ho 
took tho train for Acroceraunia. lie travcllod all night and 
arrived at Acroceraunia about eleven o’clock next morning, lie 
was straining his eyes anxiously for the spires and domes of the 
city where ho Avas to make what he really held to be his dehut as 
a lecturer in the States; but Avhen tho train stoppcil ho couUl 
see no spires, no domes, no city. Tlie land Avliorevor his eye 
could reach Avas covered with snoAv ; ho saw nothing but snow. 
Natty Avas beginning to think this could not be the right station 
at all, when the brakesman at tho upper end of tho car, Avho had 
been madly straining and trigging at his piece of mechanism 
like a sailor set* all alone to Avork at a capstan, suddenly dashed 
open the door and sliouted " Acrocerauny ! ” and Nat had t(.» 
bundle himself out, xwrtmantoau aftd all, as quickly as ho could, 
on the wboden platform of the station. He stood hesitatingly 
a feAV moments, expecting to find some one to receive him. But 
there Avas dearly no one there to escort him, and the train liad 
gone its way. ^ 

He took up his portmanteau and Avalked slowly, doubtfully 
out of tho station, wondering Avhat he should do next. Outside 
the station ho saw tAvo staggery and ramshackle looking 
omnibuses waiting. Ono had in its day been a Fulton Forry 
omnibus in New York, and bore on its side the well-known 
pictorial ornamentations, a little faded, Avliich distinguish that 
conveyan^ as it rumbles up and doAvn Broadway and Fulton 
Street. This omnibus now belonged to the ''Acroceraunia 
House.” The other was in the service of the '' American ilotel.”’ 
Natty thought as he had to choose he ought to give the prefer- 
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ence to tlio hostelry which assumed the name of the city which 
had honoured him with its invitation, and so he got into the 
carriage of the Acroccraunia flouse, feeling very much out of 
spirits, and divided mentally between an anxiety to know where 
Acroccraunia was, and a feeble wish that the moment of his 
arrival might be postponed as long as possible. 

There was no other passenger in the omnibus as it jolted 
away. Nat was rather glad of that. He was rattled along white 
road after white road until he began to wonder whether the town 
had any right to consider it^lf as in any manner connected with 
the railway station whichi bort its name. At last a few houses 
appeared, each standing separately fii its piece of ground. Most 
oi’ tlio houses were built of wood, and had bright green shutters 
and little Grecian porticos, and every house had a clothes-line. 
Natty must apparently have passed in review the ‘^pantalettes ” 
of the whole female population of Acroccraunia as ho drove 
along. At last the omnibus turned into something which boro 
resemblance to a street, or at least, was like a 'liigh road with 
houses at each side. But Natty saw a little placard 5n a 
wall as they were turning into this street or road, which for the 
moment withdrew his attention from everything else, and made 
him blush and feel shy, proud, terrified, and delighted. For ho 
could see on it the words “Ljmeum Lecture Course,” “This 
Night,” and “ Professor Nathaniel P. Cramp, of London, Eng- 
land.” Natty positively drew himself ijito a corner of the 
omnibus as if every eye must have been looking out for him, or 
as if he were Lady Godiva riding through Coventry, and had 
just been seized with a suspicion of the craft of Peeping Tom. 
But pride soon came to Natty’s rescue again, and ho felt that at 
last he Avas coming to bo somebody, that this was the beginning of 
fame, and that the world comes to l!im who waits. Ho delivered 
to himself in a proud undertone the closing {Sentences of his 
lecture. 

The omnibus stopped at last in front of a house of diyck brick, 
with a sign swinging above, and After a good deal of clattering 
and stamping on the part of the horses, and cries of “ Git up ” 
on the part of the driver, it backed up to the porch, and Pro- 
fessor Nathaniel P. Cramf got out. Ho made his way into the 
office of the hotel, a gaunt, bare room with a stove in the midst, 
a counter at one side, and a grave man behind the counter. 
When Nathaniel walked up to the counter the grave man turned 
round a huge ledger or’ register which lay before him, pushed it 
toAvards Nat, and handed him a pen without saying a word. 
Natty know the ways of the New World well enough now to 
know what this meant. Ho inscribed himself in the book, 
Nathaniel Cramp, London, England. The grave man marked a 
number in the Wk opposite to Nat’s name, and handed a key 
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with a corresponding number to an Irish porter, who took Nat's 
portmanteau and preceded him upstairs. The porter opened 
the door of a small bare bedroom (n a gusty corridor, and showed 
Natty in. 

“ Guess you'll want a fire built ? said the porter. 

I should like a fire,’' Nat mildly answered. 

The attendant put down the key of the room on the table, 
and Nat observed that the key was stuck or set in a large tri- 
angular piece of metal like the huge and ill-shaped hilt of a 
dagger. 

“ What do you have that thinjyon the keys for? ” Nat asked. 

" To keep the guests froni putting 'em in their pockets — don’t 
ye see t ' 

“ And what matter if they did put them in tlieir pockets ? ” 

“ Then tkey forget 'em there, don't you see? When a guest 
is in a hurry lie never rec’lects to give up his key. Tjast fall 
every key in the Acrocerauny House was carr’d right off one 
morning. NoW wo fix ’em that way, don't you see ? They can't 
put'bm in their pockets anyhow." 

And the porter took himself off loudly whistling as he went, 
The Wearing of the Green." 

Presently he came back with wood and lit the stove. Nat+y 
was too dispirited to talk, flo looked out of the window at the 
one long street white in the snow% Opposite was a dry goods " 
store with a liberal display of rod and white "clouds " (light seft 
shawls of fleecy worsted or some such material) for women, and 
with some spectral crinolines dangling at the door. Next was 
a shop wliero " rubbers " — india-rubber overshoes — were sold ; 
next was a hardware shop ; next a grocery store ; then a blank 
wall ornamented with a huge announcement of some sort of pill, 
and a small square bill whicli Natty know to be the placard of his 
own lecture. It was now barely noon. Dinner, he had been 
informed, was at two ; supper at six. What was ho to do in the 
meantimp ? 

A tap at the door. Natty called " Como in,” and two men — 
one young, bright-eyed', handsome, and awkward ; the other tall, 
hard-featured, and of middle age — came in. Nat bowed. 

" Professor Cramp, I presume ? " ttie elder visitor said. 

Nat intimated that his name was Cramp, but he did not make 
it clear that he had no claim to the title of professor. 

"Professor Cramp," the younger man struck in, "I have the 
pleasure of making you acquainted with the president of our 
society, Mr. Pullager." , 

Mr. Pullager and Nat solemnly shook hands. 

“ Professor Cramp,” said Mr. Fullager, " I have the pleasure 
to make you acquainted with our secretary, Mr. Plummer, 
junior." 
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Nathaniel and Mr. Plummer shook hands. 

“ There was a little mistake ^ith regard to our meeting you at 
the drpOt:* Mr. Fnllager explained; and Nat luckily re- 
membered that depot:' in Mr. Fullager’s sense, corresponded 
wiili '' station ” in Nat’s. " The train was on time to-day, which 
it usually is not, and w’hcn Mr. Plummer and I got to the dejpot 
you were gone, sir.” 

Nat affirmed that it didn’t matter at all, and that he was 
much obliged. His visitors .were now seated, and were waiting 
calmly in silence, cvidentl v understanding that the responsibility 
of the conversation rested* on Bim. He felt that he must rise te 
the dignity o^ the situation somehow. A sudden inspiration 
possessed him, and he said — 

Yours is a very charming town, Mr. Fullager. It seems to 
grow very fast.” 

‘'It is quite a i)lacc, sir— quite a place.” 

“\Vhat population, now, have you?” An^ the wily Nat 

jssed one foot over the other knee, nursed the foot with his 
hand, put his head sideways, and waited for an answer witli the 
air of one who had studied ^copulations a good deal. 

“ Well, sir,” JMr. Fullager said, after some grave deliberation, 
wo have forty-five hundred persons in this city.” 

''Forty-seven hundred,” Mr. Plummer said. 

" I guess ]iot, sir, — not quite so many.” 

“Not if you take in the houses on thci other side of Colonel 
Twontymaii’s lot, Mr. Fullager ? ” 

“ Ah, well ; yes— perhaps if you do that we should figure up 

forty-seven hundred.” 

“Til at is a remarkable population,” Mr. Cramp said, 
pati onisingV' for so young a town.” Nhat hardly knew one 
population from another. 

“ We are only twenty years old, sir.” 

“ Twenty years only ! Wonderful ! ” Nat observed, with an 
air of dreamy enthusiasm. • ' 

Then there was another pause. The, two visitors were per- 
fectly composed. They gazed at the stove, and did not feel that 
they were called upon to.pay anything. They had come to pay 
their res]>ccts to the foreign lecturer as a matter of courtesy and 
politeness, and wlieu they considered that they had remained 
Jong enough they would rise and go away. There are plenty 
of talkative Americans, no doubt, but the calm self-possession of 
silence is nowhere so manifest as among the men of some of the 
States. • 

But Nathaniel was much discomposed, and racked his brain 
for a topic. 

“ What kind of audiences do you have hero, Mr. Fullager?” 
ho asked, in another rush of inspiration. 
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“ Well, sir (after some deliberation), I should say a remark- 
ably intelligent audience. You would say so, Mr. Plummer ? ” 

" Decidedly so,” said Mr. Plummer, with a start, for ho had 
been thinking of nothing in particular at the time. “ Decidedly 
so, Mr. Fullager. Several gentlemen have told me that our 
audience is far moro intelligent than that of Pancorusky City.” 

''Oh, yes. I should certainly have expected that,” said Nat, 
with tho air of one who was rather surprised to hear tho com- 
parison made and who would not oji any terms have consented 
to bring himself down to an audience such as that of Pancorusky 
City. Nat was really developing a considerable aptitude for 
playing the part of distinguished foreign visitor. 

" Would you like to see some of our institutions, sir ? ” Mr. 
Fullager asked. " The City Hall, the ward schools, our water 
power, Deacoii Ecnselar’s saw mills ? ” 

Nat said ho should like it of all things, and he remembered 
that he mast call on the editor of the Eepublican journal, to 
wh()in indirectly he owed his renewed chances of fame. 

"We"ll call on them both, sir,” said Mr. Fullager — “wo'll 
call on tho editors of both our journals — the Democrat and tho 
Eepublican, We have no politics, sir, in our association, and 
they both, sir, have said kind words about your visit and your 
lecture.” 

Nat professed himself delighted to have the chance of being 
presented to both tho» editors, and felt indeed a great deal moro 
I)roud than he would have cared to tell. If tho people at homo 
could only see him thus treated like a distinguished stranger 
and made a regular lion of, what would they say ? 

So Natty was conducted over the town and had all its grow- 
ing wonders pointed out to him, and was presented to the editors 
of the rival jouijaals, and was not invited to " liquor ui3,” or, by 
any form of phraseology, to drink anything. This latter fact wtj 
mention with some hesitation to English readers, being aware of 
their preconceived opinions on the subject of American usages. 
It is an article of faitji in England that every conversation in 
America opens with an invitation to drink. Nathaniel had 
already discovered that, outside the great cities where tho 
foreigners abound and diffuse their customs, nine out of ten 
Americans rafely taste any liquid stronger than tea. 

The day thus wore away pleasantly enough for Nat, who 
found it more and more agreeable to bo allowed to play the part 
of distinguished stranger. But when he returned to his room in 
the hotel, and the evening came on bringing tho hour of hia 
public appearance terribly near, his spirits sank dismally. When 
the gong sounded at six o’clock for supper, and he went down to 
tho lighted voom where the guests wore refreshing themselves on 
tea, hot " biscuit,” and preserves, he had a nervous consciousness 
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tliat every eye was turned upon him and that ho was looking 
awkward. He thought it a very objoctioiiablo institution whicli 
obliged the leotnrer to take his meals in public and to bo seen 
swallowing hot dough, denominated biscuit, immediately before 
liis appearance on the platform. He would have liked so much 
better to burst upon Acroccraunia all at once, and for the first 
time, when stepping forward to deliver his harangue. Ho nearly 
choked over his biscuit with blended nervousness and self- 
conceit. » 

Opposite to him at the same narrow tablo Nat saw a hand- 
some man with soft blue dj^es, % bah] head, and a full fair beard 
and moustache, who was evidently regarding tho distinguished 
lecturer with interest. When Nat looked towards him the blue- 
eyed man said — 

“ I think, sir, I liavo the pleasure of addressing Sir. Cramp ? 

Nat started and awkwardly admitted the fact. 

“ I have heard you lecture already — in the A'Yenir Hall, isn’t 
it called ? — in London.” 

Oh, indeed,” Nat replied, with an effort to bo calm and 
dignified, which was combated by three emotions rushing upon 
him at onco : a pang of homo-sickness at the sound of tho word 
“ London,” a distressing consciousness that the stranger must 
have heard him make a sad mess of it, and a sickening dread tha" 
the stranger must have also learned that ho was once a hair- 
dresser. • 

” I was on a .visit to Europe for some years,” the now ac- 
quaintance said, "and I spent a considerable time in London, 
and I wont into Avenir Hall one Sunday and beard you 
lecture.” 

'' I didn’t do very well that day,” said Nat. 

'' You were evidently not used to public speaking, and you 
were nervous, but I shouldn’t think tho worse of your chances* 
for that. If a man has anything in him he is sure to be 
nervous.” 

Nat was glad to hear that an^yhow, qjlthough there was an 
easy patronising way about his friend wlucb, as a distinguished 
lecturer, he hardly relished. 

“ You livo here, I presume? ” Nathaniel said, anxious to turn 
the conversation from his oratorical deficiencies. ^ 

“ In Acroccraunia ? No ; I live farther westward,” and ho 
mentioned tho name of a town which Nat had heard of, and 
where there was a large and well known State college ; “ I hope 
to have tho pleasure of seeing you there.” And presently the 
blue-eyed man, having finished his supper, rose from the tablo, 
bowed to Nat, and left the room. 

If Nat had been a little less deeply engrossed in tho thought 
of his lecture he might have been struck with tho strange and 
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•pioturesque sights which met his eyes as he proceeded with liis 
friends Mr. Fullagcr and Mr. Pliiminer to tlic hall where he was 
to confront his audience. The earth was white all around with 
the crackling and glittering snow. The “ rcd-littcn windows ” 
of the hall seemed to have an unearthly colour as they shone 
'between the white of the ground and the blue of the moon- 
lighted sky. The street and the houses were but sharp black 
lines and cubes against the snow. The dark belt of a pine 
wood, from whose depths, much thinned lately, the bear had 
more than once made his way.into Acvoceraunian streets in 
Acrocoraunia*s earlier dap, girdled l;ho valley all around, and 
then above and behind it rose the hills, through the clefts of 
which a melancholy wind swept down along the frozen roads. 
The sleighs^ came rattling up to the hall from outlying farms 
and villages, and the sleigh bells tinkled merrily, and the lights 
in the carriages sparkled like fire-flies out of season. Never 
had Nat seen fuch a waste of brilliant white as that upon the 
earth, such a profound blue as that in the sky ; for the sky wus 
not black with the hue of the night, even low down on the 
horizon where the moon least lighted it, but a deep purpling 
blue. It was strange to turn one’s eyes up to what seemed the 
awful solitude of the hills, and the belt of pine woods and the 
horizon, and then to drop one’s gaze suddenly to the little 
luminous and bustling place just around the hall. As Nat st«')0(l 
on the steps of the** hall which was on the side of a slightly 
ascending street, the town was lost, swallowed up in shadow and 
darkness, and outside the sphere of light which radiated from 
tho windows of the hall there seemed nothing but the hills, the 
pine woods, and tlic snow. Where did they come from — that 
cluster of people with their-sloighs and sleigh-bells, and lights 
and furs, and rapid feet and pleasant talk? From tho drear 
waste of snow around, from tho black pine woods from tlie cold 
hir hills i There was something strange, unearthly, uncanny, in 
the sudden crowd and the twinkling lights thus starting up out 
of shadow, out of darkness, o\it of nothing. At a breath one 
might have thought tho whole vision W’ould disappear, tho lights 
would go out, the bright eyed lasses »and tall sinewy lads, the 
sober ciders with the set faces, the stamping horses with the 
rattling bells,* all would vanish and leave the stranger alone with 
the drear hills and the moaning pines. 

But Nat Cramp did not give many thoughts to these things. 
His may b.o called a subjective mind, and lie only saw a hall 
where he was to give a lecture and a little crowd of people, 
whom ho thought with a certain terror ho should presently have 
to address. Ho had chosen a theme which he considered must 
especially appeal to the sympathies of a Ecpublican audience. 
His subject was " The Worn-out Aristocracies of Europe.” 
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Tho liall was tolerably well filled, for people in Acroceraunia 
went to every lecture in tlieif winter course regularly as a 
matter of duty. But they were, to Nat's thinking, sadly un- 
demonstrative. American audiences, especially in country 
places, hardly ever applaud. They listen, if they are really 
interested, with a motionless and an awful interest. Nat kept 
his manuscript open before him, but tried to speak as far as 
possible without consulting the paper. But ho soon began to 
feel afraid of facing the gravaand silent audience. The echo of 
his own words alarmed j^'m. ^ Tie lashed the weaknesses and 
excesses of tho effete aristocracies# of Europe, and the calm 
audience betrayed no fervour of Bepublican enthusiasm. He 
narrated what ho held to bo a very good story, and on ne rit pas, 
as the Ercnch reporters used to say sometimes whei^ an orator's 
johe failed to draw fire. He paused fora moment Ih one or two 
places for tho expected applause, but it did not come, and he had 
to hurry on again abashed. Ho became cowed and demoralized. 
He forgot his task, andjic hid his face in his manuscript and road, 
concscious that he Wfis reading a great deal too fast, and yet 
thirsting to get done with ftie now hopeless effort. The essay 
was awfully long. Several persons quietly got up and glided 
out of the hall, the soft fall of their indiarubber-covered feet 
Having in Nat’s car a spectral sound. There was a pretty girl 
witli beaming eyes whom Nat had noticed as she leaped from a 
sleigh at the door when he was entering theliall before the battle. 
Ho saw her too when ho began his lecture, and the beaming eyes 
were turned upon him. Alas! the beaming eyes were now covered 
with their heavy lids, and the pretty girl was asleep. To add to 
his confusion and distress, Nathaniel saw that his frieud of tho 
supper was among the audience, and was broad awake. 

At last tho final word of the discourse was pronounced, and 
the released audience began to melt away as rapidly as possible. 
Nat sat upon tho platform with downcast eyes, utterly miserable. 

“Our audiences, sir," Mr. Fullager explained with grave 
politeness, “ are accustomed to lectures ofi about three-quarters 
of an hour in length. You have occupied an hour and a half. 
They are early people hcr«, and they make their arrangements 
accordingly. You will therefore not attribute tho premature 
departure of some of our citizens to any want of reSpect for you. 
I have no doubt they all enjoyed tho lecture very much." 

“ It was remarkbly instructive," said Mr. Plummer. 

Instructive! Nat had intended it for a burst of brilliant 
and impassioned eloquendb, blended with scathing sarcasm. 

As they came out Nat heard a young lady say— 

“ Itjdidn't interest mo at all ; just not one bit." 

“ English orators don’t amount to anything, I guess," was 
another commentary which Nat caught in passing. For him 
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the sky seemed to have turned from blue to black, and the moon 
to have withdrawn her light. 

Ho was sitting in his bedroom cold and wretched. He had 
got rid of his friends of the committee, and the fire in the stove 
had got rid of itself, when a tap was heard at the door, and his 
bald and blue-eyed acquaintance of the supper-table came in. 
For some unaccountable reason Nat particularly detested this 
man. 

" Come,” said his visitor cheerily, and going to the very heart 
of the subject at once, “ you mii|?t i\^t bo cast down. You are 
not used to this sort of thing, and you don’t understand our 
people here. In places like this they have forgotten all about 
the effete aristocracies of Europe, and don’t care, as they would 
say, a snap^nc way or the other. T suppose an English villagi* 
audience wouldn’t care much for a lecture on the dangers of 
our Third Term system. Half our Acroceraunian folks have no 
other notion attaching to England than the thought that your 
Queen is an excellent woman and a inattcrn motlior. Arc" you 
going to try again ? ” 

No,” said poor Nat bluntly ; “ I’m not.” 

“ Well, you know, it isn’t every one who can hold an audience. 
I’m a wretched speaker myself, altliough I’m a professor. Tlio 
mistake you English people make — excuse mo if I say it— is in 
thinking that anything will do for us hero in the States. Now I 
am a blunt man, as you see. Can I serve you in any way V 
I see you have got on a wrong track, but I think there’s some- 
thing in you, and I love London, so what can I do for you ? ” 

“ You are very kind — ^l)ut there is nothing.” 

"Oh, yes, there is. Let me sec. 1 am Professor Clinton, of 
the University of New Padaa ; and I am going home to-morrow 
—a few hours in the cars. Come and pass a few days at my 
house, and we’ll talk things over. AVe want all sorts of clever 
young fellows about our university, and who knows? Come 
with md to-morrow.” 

He clapx)ed Nat omtho shohlder : Nat burst into tears. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

nr THE UBHAEY OF NEW TADHA. 

t 

^J'np. soft siinliglit of thc«swe%t melancholy Indian summer is 
already passing like tlio dream of a •poetic renaissance over the 
TToods and fields and waters of the town — the city we should 
ra+licr say— of New Padua, in one of the middle States of 
America, when wc meet Natty Cramp again. Sey^al months 
lie VC gone since the scene described in the last chapter, and 
Natlianiel is settled in New Padua, under the friendly protection 
of Professor Clinton. • 

New Padua is a university town. But let not any ono*be 
loecived by the name into fajicying that New Padua is anything 
like Oxford, or Bonn, or even for that matter like Cambridge in 
Massachusetts, where the University of Harvard is situated. 
Ncty Padua is the seat of what people in England would call a 
great popular college rather than a university ; a college founded 
by the State, of which it is the educational, centre, with special 
reference to the needs of the somewhat rough and vigorous 
Western youth who are likely to pour in tliere. The city of 
New Padua belongs to a State which not very long ago used to 
be described as Western, but which the rapid ui^springing of 
communities lying far nearer to the sotting sun has converted 
into a middle State now. The to’^m is very small and very 
quiet ; remarkably intelligent and pleasant. The society, and 
indeed almost the population, is composed of the professors and 
ofiicials of the college, with their wives and daughters; the 
judges and magistrates; the railway authorities; the*Pederal 
officials ; the students ; and the editors of ttie newspapers. ' It is a 
sort of professional population all throughout. The professors of 
the university are mostly ffien of mark and high culture. One or 
two arc Gormans, one or two Italians ; one is Frqpch. Of the 
American professors, two at least bear names distinguished oven 
in Europe, and one of these is our friend Mr. Clinton, who is 
Professor of Astronomy and is in charge of the Observatory. 
Like almost all Amoricai|p, Professor Clinton is something of a 
politician. Ho contributes occasional articles to the 
American Beview, and writes not a little on European affairs in 
one of the New Padua journals. 

It was this latter connection which enabled him to be of 
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senrico to Nathaniel. When the yoniig man had been a few 
days in his house, and ho saw that tlicro was really a certain 
amount of literary capacity about him with a great deal of energy, 
Clinton obtained for him an engagement on one of the Now Padua 
papers, told the editor he would find a useful man in Nat pro- 
vided he worked him hard enough to work all the nonsense out 
of him and got pretty quickly down to the good stuff at tlio 
bottom. Thus Professsor Clinton started Nathaniel fairly in a 
• new career, liking the lad with a sort of good-humoured and half- 
contemptuous feeling, and conti^iuin^ always kind to liim. Pro- 
fessor Clinton *s house was ^ aI ways open to Nat. Many a night 
when Clinton’s wife and sister-in-law (he had no children) had 
gone to bed, ho would start out with Nat for a long walk by the 
river, and ^’’ould listen with kindly tolerance to Nat’s theories 
and hopes, rfnd ambition and nonsense. Professor Clinton had 
mado in his own way all the success that was open to him, and 
he regarded it modestly, knowing that in the world’s eyes it was 
not much, but finding it enough for him. It pleased him to do 
kind things and to note the human weaknesses of those whom 
he served, and Natty’s absurdities hdd a sort of interest for him. 

Nat might have been happy enough in New Padua. He did 
all manner of work for the paper — reviews of books, descriptive 
reports of local events, and leading articles on European affairs 
—which latter seemed, to many people in New Padua, to show' 
quite a wonderful knowledge of the famous personages of the Old 
World. His pay was small, but he could live on it and w'ear 
decent clothes. He '' boarded ” at the Franklin House ” for so 
many dollars a week, and had no cares in the way of making the 
two ends meet. He w'ont about a good deal] in the pleasant 
society of New Padua through the influence of Professor 
Clinton's introductions, and was thought .by some persons to bo 
quite a remarkable and promising young man. lie was con- 
stantly presented to strangers as ** Mr. Cramp, one of the editors 
of our leading journal,” for in most of the American States any 
one who contributes regularly to a paper is popularly rated as 
one of its editors. He was the equal of anybody ; and in New 
Padua no one knew anything of hir early career in Wigmore 
Street. He began to concern himself greatly in State politics, 
and already \o lay down the law thereupon. He ought to have 
been content with himself and happy. 

One day, when Nat was at the office of his paper looking over 
the “exchanges,” he suddenly saw a paragraph in a San 
Francisco journal which mado him start and flush and tremble, 
and see the chairs and desks around him flicker and rock in 
supernatural fashion. For the paragraph announced that 
among the lasf arrivals in San Francisco were tho*^ distin- 
guished English* financier and member of Parliament the Hon. 
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Sir John Challonor, accompaniod by his daughter ; and then 
there were a few lines doscriptijire of the programme of civilities 
and attentions which the leading financiers and others of San 
Fruncisco were preparing for their visitor. In another journal 
of the same city Nat saw a long leading article about ’J3ritish 
capital and Californian resources a 2 >ropos of the visit of the 
eminent British financier. 

Poor Nat ! Ho hardly knew at first whether he felt delight 
or agony. He hardly knew, use a vulgar phrase, whether ho 
was on liis head or liis he^ls. ♦Perhaps the predominant sense 
soon became one of pain. She w%s on tho same American 
Continent with him; and he had not got over his insane 
passion for her one single bit. Was it posssiblo that they might 
meet and if they did, would she sjieak to him as.lf) an equal ! 
He could feel, ho could hear, a heavy, distinct throbbing in his 
head. He looked to tho coming weeks now with heart-sickening 
longing and craven terror. • 

From that moment lie studied the Californian papers with 
eager curiosity, and was rewarded now and then by a paragraph 
further reporting tho doings of Sir John Challonor — and once by 
a line, a thrilling lino, of '‘personal’^ nows which concisely sei 
forth that ''Miss Challonor, the great English heiress, is said to 
bo the most beautiful Englishwoman who has lately visited the 
West.” Nat seized tho sub-editorial scissor^, cut this paragraph 
• ut, and kept it for himself, 

Nat made “ copy,” however, and rather successful " copy,” of 
the distinguished visitors. lie wrote a long account of Sir John 
Challonor, liis wealth, his dignity, his splendid country scat at 
Durowoods (which Nat described very fully), his town liousc 
(which Nat had not seen), and Ifis beautiful and brilliant 
daughtor. Even Professor Clinton was taken in and assumed 
that Ntit must have been among the intimate friends of tho 
Challoners in London. Another occurrence greatly ^ raised 
Nathaniels credit as an authority on European affairs? Ihis 
was " The Cameron Afiair,” which seemed Ho New Paduan eyes 
likely to embroil Europe. It was the case of the gallant Captain 
Cameron, who, having in some way fallen into dispute with his 
Caxlist chiefs, had flung up his commission, and w^s returning 
homo in disgust when ho happened unluckily to fall into tho 
hands of the other side, and was in a fair way to be shot as a 
spy. Would England claim him as a Givis Romanus f Would 
she look tamely, aye, baselv, on and submit to the murder of her 
gallant though mistaken son ? This was the question which 
Nathaniel put in tones of varying indignation day after day in 
tho pages of tho New Paduan journal. Natty wrote columns 
about Captain Cameron, and was rather sorry when the news 
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came one day that the gallant Legitimist had been allowed to 
return quietly homo. ^ 

It was a great thing for Nat, however, and he made the very 
most of it, speaking, when the news of the captive’s release 
came, as if it must have been the articles in the Now Paduan 
journal which, flashed across the cable wires to Madrid, had 
effected tho release of the hero. 

“ I was glad to say a word for poor Cameron,” Nat would 
observe loftily to all listeners in kirn. lie pressed mo very 
hard to take service with him uiylor pon Carlos. He was kind 
enough to think highly of my military capacity ; but of course 
my Eopublican princii)los rendered that impossible. Ho is a 
man of ancient family, Cameron, an honest fellow and a thorough 
soldier.” 

So Nathaniel was winning quite a reputation in New Padua 
as a man who had been pretty intimately conerned in the great 
political movements of Europe, and he began to take on airs of 
authority even with Professor Clinton. 

Ono momorablo day Nathaniel walked from the office of his 
journal towards the university grounds. These stood on an 
elevated plain a littlo outside the town, a simply laid out enclo- 
sure with broad oblong blocks of building, bare almost as a 
barrack, but deriving a certain picturcscpioncss from the situa- 
tion. For standing qn ahnost any spot of the university grounds 
one could look on the river winding between the hills and bluffs, 
and dotted hero and there with littlo islets, each feathered and 
tufted with ti’cos. The peculiarity of the scene was that the 
town was set back from tho river and sheltered in between the 
bluffs which made the river’s bank, and an inland range of low 
and rolling hills. So when you stood upon tho university 
grounds and turned your back upon the university buildings 
you saw only the river, lonely, with no sign of growing civiliza- 
tion on its banks, looking as it must have looked when the red 
man shbt along it in liis canoc. The very soul and spirit of 
solitude might at certain soft sweet evening hours have seemed 
to abide there. 

The melancholy beauty of tlio Indian summer was on the 
foliage and the water and in the sky this evening when Nat 
Cramp entefed the university grounds. As ho passed along a 
glimpse of tho river attracted him, and he stood at the edge of 
the collegiate demesne and looked upon the scene. Its beauty 
touched him. He did not in general think much about inanimate 
nature ; his own concerns occupied hifn far too much. His little 
solf-conccits and strivings and humiliations filled his eyes and 
blinded them against tho charms of trees and water, skies, stars, 
and flowers, os dust might have done. His poetry had always 
been only egotistical emotion put into inflated rhythm, and his 
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eloquence was phrase. But he was for tlie moraent stolon from 
himself by tlie quiet charm o^that scene. The river flowing 
slowly eastward seemed to speak to him somehow of home, and 
there began to descend into his soul, mingled up wntli much 
fooling of baffled egotism and of hopeless love, a kind of salutary 
sense that ho, Nathaniel Cramp, was in general little better than 
a sham and an Ass. 

How far this healing mood might have grown upon him is 
not likely to be known by us.* A friendly hand touched him on 
the shoulder and startled Ijjim. • 

I have news for you," said Profflssor Clinton, his largo blue 
eyes smiling benignly. "Your friends the Challoncrs arc coming 
to New Padua.” 

Had Professor Clinton announced to him that hk Crimes were 
discovered, and that the English detectives were in New Padua to 
arrest him, and had he committed any crimes to merit arrest, 
poor Natluniel could not have looked more confflsed. He had 
DO>v and then contemplated this as a possibility. New Padua 
Iny not far out of the track oj the great Western highway, and it 
was a place that strangers liked to visit. Nat had had secret 
visions at night of Ililario Challoncr coming to New Padua, and ot 
his mooting her there— he no longer a London barber, no longer 
the mere son of a Durewoods housckee])cr, but the son of his 
own works, and a rising citizen of the risiiig university town — 

. man who might hold himself as good as the best. But when 
die event seemed close at hand his nerves wore shaken. Would 
Sir John Challoncr speak to him? Would ho tell people who 
Nat was? Would Mario call him ' Natty,” and bring him, 
coram puUkOt news of his mother, and treat him as a kindly, 
proud English girl treats the son of her old servant ? And tho 
unfortunate lad felt, amid all these ignoble considerations, that 
he loved her more wildly than ever. The one manly, uuegotistic, 
refined emotion of his whole nature was just his absurd i^assion 
for her. ^ 

Ho stammered out some awkward wordr or two expressive of 
delight. 

“ Yes, they are comiil|,’ to stay for a few days with our 
president ” (tho president of the university), “ and thyey are going 
to see all our sights. Professor Benjamin is to tell Sir John 
Challoncr all about the mining resources of our State, and show 
him everything. You didn’t know.of this before ? ” 

“ No,” said Nat simply i how could I have known ? I didn’t 
see anything in the papers/' 

“ I thought they might have written* to you, perhaps. 

” No. they haven’t written— yet.” 

“ But they know you are here, I suppose ? ” 

“ Well, I don’t quite know,” Nat answered slowly. “ You see 
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I left England rather suddenly, and my people didn’t half like 
my coming out here. I was always a Republican. I resigned 
my rank in the Volunteers Ixjcause I couldn’t bear arms in the 
service of a monarchy, you know,” the young Republican added 
proudly. 

“ But why shouldn’t you bear arms in the service of your 
own Government and your own country V ” 

" Because 1 am a Republican, as I have told you.” 

“ Stuff and nonsense ! What’s the use of being a Republican 
when you haven’t a Republic ? ” *» r 

“ I remember poor Carney on saying just the same thing to me 
one day,” Nat remarked with a forced smile, “ when ho was 
pressing me to take service under Don Carlos with him. But he 
couldn’t poi snade me. A principle is a principle. So I came 
out here.” 

" And very good of you, too,” said the blue-eyed Professor, 
with a smile; ^‘just like the others.” 

The others ! What others ? ” 

“ Lalixyette, you know, and Kosciusko— and the rest ; don’t 
you see ? ” 

Nat did not see, and did not like that sort of thing. 

" The president’s going to have a grand reception for them,” 
said Clinton. “ I mean for your friends the Ohalloners, Cramp. , 
not for your lamented predecessors Lafayette and Kosciusko; 
and you are to have an invitation.” 

** Am I ? ” said Nat, with a growing redness and dampness 
ascending to his very hair ; for every other emotion whatever 
was for the moment absorbed in the wild joy of the thought. 

Then I shall certainly see her and speak to her.” 

'‘Yes, I took care of 'that. I told him that you were a 
personal friend of the dial loners, and that of course they would 
expect to see you I didn’t do wrong in that, did I ? ” 

For Nat’s face betrayed the most unmistakable embarrass- 
ment. • 

No ; oh no. But I think, you know, I would rather nothing 
was said about mo until — just until we meet. You see I don't 
know Sir John so very well, and I’la not so absolutely certain 
that ho like§ me— and he’s an odd sort of man — and I know her 
much better.” 

“ Oho,” said the Professor, prolonging the word into quite a 
cadence of meaning— “is that the way? Now I begin to see — 
but you don’t want to avoid them ? ” 

“ No ! no ! no ! ” Nat exclaimed with the most genuine eager- 
ness, a horrible alarm seizing him that perhaps Clinton would 
tell the president not to invite him. “ I want to see her — them, 
I moan— of all things. Oh, she is a lovely girl ! And she was 
so kind to me ! ” he added in an involuntary triumph of his 
better nature and of grateful feeling. 
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"Well, woll! all right," the genial Professor said. "You'll 
meet them; and the president, you know, isn't likely to say 
anything about you beforehand, for he hardly knows you, and 
he's all full of his own concerns ; and I could give Benjamin or 
Benjamin's wife a hint if you like that you'd rather see how the 
old man was disposed towards you before you were brought 
back to his recollection. Yes ! I'll give Mrs. Benjamin a liint. 
She’s a bright little woman.^ and she’ll understand the whole 
thing.” 

Professor Clinton had •found a ready explanation of Nat's 
embarrassment. A good-looking, cleverish romantic lad, very 
poor ; a pretty and doubtless romantic girl, very rich ; a father 
purse-proud and groat in finance and Parliament— :yt is easy to 
see why the lad should be at once longing to meet the girl and a 
little alarmed about the father. He whispered his ingenious 
romance to his wife and her sister, and to Mrs.^ Benjamin, the 
wife of the mineralogist, and it was generally understood tfcat 
there were reasons why Mr. Cramp did not wish to bo brought 
immature! y under the notice of his distinguished countryman, 
but that those reasons did not imply any rooted antipathy 
between Mr. Cramp and his distinguished countryman's 
daughter. The result of all this was that at least half a dozen 
ladies of Now Padna had their interest in the approaching 
reception at the university considerably quickened by the hopo 
of seeing a page from a living romance brought under their eyes 
there. 

The day came. It was known through New Padua that Sir 
John and Miss Challoner had arrived at the house of the presi- 
dent the previous evening, but werp not to bo, so to speak, on 
exhibition until the reception in tho university rooms. Society 
in New Padua seldom spread itself out much*. People had 
I>leasant evenings in each other’s houses, whore they ate ice- 
creams oven in the depth of winter, and apples, and drank tea, 
and looked at engravings, and had* bright, genial conversation — 
such genuine conversation, fair interchange*of ideas on letters and 
art and things in general, ^s one only reads of now in England ; 
and they went home early. The ladies came very plainly dressed 
on most of these occasions, and if a lady who had walked with her 
husband from her own homo appeared in the drawing-room in 
her hat or bonnet nobody considered it odd or unseemly. Only 
on rare occasions did the gentlemen come in evening dress. 
But this reception of the English travellers at the university 
rooms was to be quite an exceptional thing, and every lady who 
had been to Europe that year, or who had got any dresses home 
from Paris, was delighted to have an opportunity of making a 
little display. Beally the feminine beauty of New Padua was 
well worth looking at, even in its undress. Perhaps it ought 
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not to be called New Paduan beauty, for there were no born New 
Paduans yet grown up. Twentj' years ago there was no such 
place as New Padua. The university had gathcroil a community 
about it from all quarters. The principal judge and his wife 
were natives of the State indeed, but came from its largest town 
a hundred miles away. TJio president of the university came 
from New York. Ilis wife, still a fine woman, though passing 
her prime, was from JMaryland. professor Benjamin was from 
Ohio ; liis w’ife had drawn her early breath within sight of 
Boston Common. Our friend Clfntorf w'as a Vermonter, married 
to a lady from Illinois. TIio various foreign professors already 
referred to had some of them foreign "wives ; and the editor of 
the journal to which Mr. Cramp was attaclied liad once been 
Unitcil States consul at Athens, and had brought homo to New 
Padua a countrywoman of Sappho as his wife. 

Nat was invited io accompany the Clintons on the momentous 
evening, but ho preferred to glide into the rooms of the 
reception alone. Need it bo said that he dressed with care? He 
had always saved and scraped enough out of his earnings to keep 
himself well dressed, but his pride was his evening costume, 
which he liad hitherto had no occasion of displaying in New 
Tadua. In his bedroom by the ineffectivo light of a kerosene 
lamp ho took this evening costume out and surveyed it with a 
melancholy affectiont When all his preparations were nearly 
made for leaving London he indulged in the wild Iqxury of 
ordering a full suit of evening costume from a first-class tailor. 
Then he believed liimsclf going out to conquer the New World. 
It did not scorn unlikely that the costume would display itself at 
the dinner table of the White House at Washington. It appeared 
certain that it must delight the eyes of many a brilliant assembly 
crowded in lighted halls to hear the young Bcpublican orator 
from the Old World, Alas! Nathaniel had never yet had a 
chance V of displaying that wclbmadc suit of clothes. In the 
States there is no uniform proper to lecturing, and audiences 
rather mock themselves of the white tie and the dress coat— 
despilo the singular theory so devotedly maintained in England 
that American men always wear dress coats. There was some- 
thing Nat tiiought strange, significant, weird, fateful, in his 
putting on. that costumo for the first time that night. What 
might not that portend ? 

Nat studied himself fondly and yet critically in the glass. 
He certainly was not a bad-looking fellow, and ho looked 
browner, straighter, more independent, and less sheepish than 
ho was wont to do under the burthen of his detested occupation 
in England. The coat was superb; the trousers were faultless. 
As to the vest there was so little of it tliat it hardly called for 
remark; but the expanse of snowy and glossy shirt front was 
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unexceptionable. The little shads of pink coral had a sort of 
poetic or romantic aspect, and Jhe flower in the buttonhole spoke 
of emotion. Natty felt almost as he used to feel when he was 
new to the uniform of the West Pimlico Volunteers, and the 
parades in Hyde Park and on Wimbledon Common, under the 
eyes of royalty. 

It was a pity that ho could not call a hansom cab, leap into 
it, and rattle up to the hall of the reception. But there were no 
hansom cabs in New PadujI, nor as yet oven street cars, and 
people who had not vehicles o^their own went afoot into society. 
In winter they put on “ rubbers,” bmt it w’as not winter as yet, 
and the night was fine and the roads were dry. So Natty issued 
forih in his shiny boots and with a heart quick beating. Would 
she know him; would she recognise him; o^cnld she be 
friendly ? Would Sir John snub him and let every one know of 
poor Nat’s humble beginnings ? 

The gravel of the walks within the university enclosure was 
echoing everywhere to wheels and hoofs and hurrying feet as Nat 
entered the grounds. The ^reception was to take place in the 
library, which was blazing with lights : its windows were squares 
of flame against the night. Many guests were going in, and the 
sounds from within indicated a crowd already. All the graduates 
had had invitations, and such of their female relatives as 
happened to bo resident in New Padua,^and so there was a 
goodly gathering. Nat had remained purposely late. As ho set 
his foot upon the steps of tho outer door a terrible thought 
pierced him. Suppose he had come too late ; and that she had 
already avithdrawn? Or suppose she was unwell or fatigued, 
and could not make her appearanee at all ? 

With a freshly perturbed heart he entered the library, greeted 
as he entered with a friendly shake of tho hand by the president 
and his wife, both of whom shook hands as a matter of course 
with every one, and neither of whom at the moment remembered 
who Nat was. Nat was not sorry for that. lie glided {>ast into 
the crowd. He actually passed iSir John*Challoner, passed him 
quite closely, brushed against him, and was not recognised or 
even seen. Sir John was^ngaged in animated conversation with 
two or three professors and a judge. Nat breathed jnore freely. 

Had he had time for such emotions ho might have wondered 
at the transformed appearance of the library ; at the lights, tho 
flowers, tho green wreaths and festoons of leaves — above all, the 
company. Could these Ije the quiet and unpretentious dames 
and demoiselles of New Padua, these ladies of the floating silks, 
the jewels, the bracelets, tho laces, the wonderful structures of 
hair ? ^at felt doubtful whether he should be justified in speak- 
ing to Professor Clinton’s sister-in-law, unless she should 
previously recognise him — she looked such a different sort of 
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personage in a blue silk dress and a train, and with white arms 
bare. True he had often seen ihc white arms still more bare 
than that, when she was engaged in lier simple and undisguised 
occupation of helping to make bread and piecrust, and to cut up 
apples in Professor Clinton’s modest household. What a grand 
lady she looks now, Nat thought. But indeed, she looked a lady 
always, he said to himself ; and in her home of late he always 
called her “ Minnie ” as her folks a?nd friends did. 

While he was thinlcir.g whether it would bo right to call her 
Minnie in her blue silk, and wl«le fee was still casting uneasy 
eager eyes this way and that, it suddenly seemed to him as 
though the lights danced and twinkled, and the floor rocked, and 
some heavy, dizzying sounds were dinning in his ears. For in 
one of the ic.cesses in the library — a recess sot out with a table, 
wiiercon were engravings «and photographs, and gaily ornamented 
wu'th ferns and flowers — there at last ho saw Miss Challonor. 
She vras seated, and was looking, or affecting to look, at 
photographs, and Professor Benjamin was acting as showman ; 
and a thrill of absurd delight went through Nat’s heart as he 
saw that it was Professor Benjamin and not a young unmarried 
man. IMrs. Benjamin was there too, and round-eyed little Miss 
Benjamin. It was clear that Miss Challonor had witlidrawii for 
the time with those two or tlireo friends from the central throng. 
She looked weary, IjJatty thought, and dlstraUe, and very pale. 
But how beautiful she seemed to him, with tho dark hair thick 
around her neck, and coming somewhat low upon her forehead ; 
and the eyelashes long and dark, under which now her eyes 
were hidden ! 

“ Isn’t sho real splendid ! ” a youth near Nat asked of 
another. 

“I expected to sec an English girl more ruddy-like,” the 
other replied, a young Western giant overlooking the crowd, 
“ She looks proud and stuck-up rather.” 

“ Mf,s. Benjamin says she’s just lovely,” the other rejoined 
emphatically, and u&hig “lovely” as English people employ 
“ amiable.” 

“ She don’t seem like it,” the young giant remarked. Natty 
turned roun;^ and glared on him, but the young giant did not 
observe the glare. 

Now, Nat said to himself, was his time — now or never! 
Now, while sho was thus secluded and only tho kind Benjamins 
were near. He pushes his way through tho crowd ; he is near ; 
he is nearer ; he is within tho recess ; he is close to the table ; 
the Benjamins already see him, and smile on him, and inter- 
change significant glances with each other. Nat’s forehead is 
hot, and his tongue is dry, and falters ; but there is no escape 
now, and ho desperately says “ Miss Clialloner I ” and Lady 
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Disdain looks up and turns the deep light of her eyes on 
him. ^ 

A moment of doubt and wonder, and then Natty ! ” comes 
from between the surprised and parted lips, and Dear Lady 
Disdain, all astonished but kindly, holds out her friendly hand 
to the palpitating youth. 

Yon didn’t expect to see me here,” the tremulous, delighted 
Nathaniel said. # 

“No, wo have been so fong away from home, and your 
mother did not know wln^i I^aw her last. But I am glad to 
sec you, Natty — Mr. Cram]), I meant” Lady Disdain corrected 
herself with a gleam of brightness coming into her smile. 

Then she bade Nat to tell her all about his adventures, and 
said her father would be glad to see him, and in ajuoment was 
conversing quietly with him like an old friend. But in the 
intervening moment the Benjamins had seen enough. For 
nolliing c(Jiild bo more clear to them than the fact that the first 
sight of Nat had filled Miss Challoner with emotion. Confused 
and palpitating as Nathaniel was, she was far more obviously 
and deeply moved. The colhur rushed at first into her checks, 
and her voice failed her, and then her eyes drooped and her lips 
trembled, and Mrs. Benjamin declared afterwards that she saw 
the tears come into the dear young lady’s eyes, and that she 
thought she was then and there going to fjint. Marie did not 
Taint however, but recovered her composure very soon. Yet was 
Kindly Mrs, Benjamin not vrholly mistaken. For tho unexpected 
sight of poor Nat had been to Mario like tho arising of a ghost 
from some far dim grave. It was not Nathaniel Cramp she saw, 
but tho place, the past, tho memories of which Nat’s was a chanco 
and incidental figure, yet charged with all tho full force of irre- 
sistible association. She saw Durewoods and lica liomo and her 
girlhood ; she saw again her dreams and longings ; she saw youth 
and emotion and tho hope of lovo, and Dione Lyle, and Diono 
Lyle’s warnings, and tho hollow in tho woods— and Christmas 
Pembroke !— and at the sarao momhnt thei^e came on her, drawn 
by an inseparable link of contrast, the shadow of the life that 
w^as awaiting her in London, tho marriage, with no love in it on 
her side, the barren ambition, the dull self-repression, tho drilled 
and disciplined heart, and all tho unsatisfying shcccssion of 
empty, monotonous to-morrows. All this and much more came 
rushing on Marie as she saw the poor lad from Durewoods 
standing there before her, and her colour did deepen, and her lips 
did tremble, and it may dven be that a tear did start into her 
eyes. 

But a very pretty little chapter of romance began to circulato 
in the library of the New Padua University that night. 
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CHAPlfiB XXII. 

LOOKING THROUGH THE GOLDEN GATH. 

Marie Challoner liacl seen many strange, del]VlitfuI,wonclei‘fnl 
sights in the New World before S9ie arrived at Now Padua. Sho 
had looked upon Niagara, and had crossed tho Mississippi ; had 
been among the Pocky Mount airii^ an^ passed through tho superb 
canons, and along tho eite’cs of precipices liaving more than 
Alpine steepness and grandeur, as her way led her through tlio 
gorges of the Sierra Nevada, in California. She had watched 
the soft IMgifio steeped in its sun-streaked mist as it heaved 
slowly to and fro through that Golden Gato of which she had 
dreamed so much. From tho sandhills of San Francisco, and 
from tho baleonies of the Cliff Ilouse where the visitors crowd 
to watch the never diminishing swarm of seals barking and 
struggling on tho rocks, she had looked across thoso sleepy 
waters, and in sight of the Pacific remembered Durewoods. Tho 
Golden Gate hadf a marvellous fascination for her. When her 
journey turned back eastwards again, slie seemed as if sho were 
parting from some dear familiar scene of childhood. 

Sir John Ohallojper could not understand tho change in his 
daughter’s manner. Sho was alternately listless and satirical. 
Sometimes it seemed as if nothing could interest her. She lay 
back in her scat in tlieir ^‘palace car,” and for hours together 
hardly looked at anything. Again sho would somciiines sud- 
denly engage in conversation, and talk and laugh and say sharp 
bright things in a way wlrlcli much perplexed him. A sort of 
distance seemed to bo opening between him and her. It made 
him sometimes angry and sometimes gloomy to observe this. 
“ I suppose children are always ungrateful,” tho successful man 
of the* world said to himself, and ho sometimes almost wished 
that he never had a daughter. At least he sometimes wished that 
ho had come out on his journey alone ; he often wished that he 
was back again with his offices and bis City companies, his clubs 
and the Houso of Commons. Then, when ho saw lifario occa^ 
sionally looking so bright and handsome, and so much admired, 
he was delighted with her and proud of her, and felt terror- 
stricken at lb© thought of her jwssibly sinking into bad health. 
She was always sweet and good in her manner to liim— only not 
so affectionate, not so confidential, & sho used to l>o. It was 
not the same thing — and why? 

“ I am. sorry to leave San Francisco because of tl^ Golden 
Gato,” she said languidly to him one day when they were in tho 
railway on their return towards the cast. 
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“ Sfin Francisco disappointed me,” her father remarked. “ I 
didn’t oxpc(!t to see it such a s^dy and dusty place. It seems 
like a little London set in sand.” 

“ I don’t care about San Francisco, but I love the bay, and 
J^ancelito, and the rocky islands, and the Golden Gate.” 

'‘Why the Golden Gate, Marie?” 

" Perljaps because it reminds me of Diircwoods, dear.” 

Sir John smiled. " How Jn earth can anything near San 
Francisco remind you of DureVoods?” 

]^^^lr^e hesitated a mon^nt,%nd then said, without replying 
to his question — • 

“ How strange it was to sit in the balcony of that hotel — 
the Cliff House, wasn’t it? — and watch those seals perpetually 
soraiiibliiig up the rocks and then plunging dowil into the 
wave's, and always barking and restless ! Some of them never 
seemed to keep quiet. One would scramble and fight his way up 
to the very lop of a rock and then only plash dqwn*again. They 
seemed to mo very like human creatures — only^ I suppose, evefy 
ono has said that already.” ^ 

“Yes; people find out resemblances in particular seals to 
particular men. Don’t you remember that they told us ono seal 

was called after ” a well-known American politician whom 

Sir John named. 

” Oh, yes ; and I think I detected several striking likenesses 
i t people whom wo know at home. But it was not that I meant ; 
I was thinking of mortal ambition and projects, and that sort 
of thing. Almost everybody is trying to scramble up to some- 
thing ; and when ho gets there he will want to get to some other 
place — unless ho splashes down before ho is halfway up and 
disappears altogether ; and the humifn race, too, is noisy all the 
time. Why not rest in the sunlight, or be happy* to sink down, 
down in the soft waves ? ” 

“I didn’t know that you were moralizing so much when 
watching the seals ; I dare say I pould have helped out your 
comparison.” • 

“ The moralising was much too simple and commonplace to 
disturb you with then — I ?oel rather ashamed of it. It is too 
like Sturm’s Eeflcctions.” , 

“ Still you have not told me why the sight of the Pacific 
reminded you of Durewoods; I don't see anything to remind 
you.” 

Had Mario been ova(^ng the question? Not consciously, 
perhaps. But now, when she did answer, it was with a little 
hesitation. 

“ I tjjink because I was on the hill at Durewoods one day, 
looking out over tho bay, when that poor boy, Christmas Pem- 
broke, began to tell me of the Golden Gate. 1 believe I told 
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him then T didn’t care much to see it ever. I wish I hadn’t 
said that.” l 

This was a particularly irksome turn for the conversation to 
take, so far as Sir John was concerned. They had a little 
chamber or compartment of the palace-car all to tliemsolvcs, 
and Marie had taken off her hat and was leaning back with her 
head and her ruffling hair against the crimson velvet that 
covered the back of the seat. She looked strangely young and 
almost childlike to her father a^ that moment. He could, not 
tell why. Perhaps it was the *jialfj’anguid, half-impatient way 
in which she moved her h(5ad from side to side, regardless of the 
condition of her hair, which gave him the impression. 

“Why do you wish you hadn’t said it, dear?” he asked 
tentatively, -and in something like the tone one might use to a 
child. 

“ Because it must have seemed so cold and careless, and he 
loved the plaCe so much, poor fellow ! ” 

“ Why poor fellow, Marie ? ” 

Sir John’s smile was now a good deal forced, and he studied 
her expression with sudden anxiety. 

“ I don’t know. I suppose because he’s going to be married. 
There will bo no more cakes and ale, I suppose, wlion ho is 
married.” 

“I presume her likes it,” Sir John said, with affected care- 
lessness. 

“ I suppose so. Is ho not very young to bo married. 

** N — no, I don’t think so,” Sir John said, with an appearance 
of easy deliberation. “ I rather think not, Marie. I think he 
must be older than I was when I married.” 

“ Yes, that is true. Bu\; then you married very young. And 
you were very* happy ? ” 

“ Very happy, dear.” 

“ I Jiope he will be happy.” 

Then there was a pause, and it may well bo imagined that 
Sir John Challoner did not feel greatly inclined to renew the 
talk on the former ground. lie thought long and deeply over 
his daughter’s words, and a now fear came on liim. 

Meanwhjilo he had in his pocket a letter from Christmas 
Pembroke of which he had said nothing to his daughter. The 
letter had only reached him the very morning of their departure 
from San Francisco. It was short, friendly, and melancholy, 
written soon after Christmas had been to Durewoods, thanking 
Sir John for his many acts of kindness, but expressing a desiro 
to leave England, and a wish that Sir John would, if convenient, 
release him from whatever engagements they had together, and 
so allow him to go at once. 

Nothing could now happen better, it seemed to Sir John, 
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than that Christmas should leave England and betake himself 
to Japan or any place out of the*way of some of his friends. A 
terrible suspicion was beginning to pass through Sir John's 
mind. He had before this feared and guarded against the possi- 
bility, remote and wild though it then seemed, of his daughter's 
coming to take too deep an interest in the young man. To guard 
against this possiblity he had.deliberately deceived her. Now 
the fear struck painfully to hiin that his precaution had been 
taken too late and that his deceit had been in vain. Ho was 
enraged with himself— alriicft wfth her, and certainly with Christ- 
mas. Ho chafed to think of the possfbility of such a boy, with- 
out name or money, or any place whatever in society, interposing 
for a moment between his daughter and a marriage with a man 
like Jtonald Vidal. • 

Esiiecially was he made angry by the simple directness of a 
short postscript to Cliristmas Pembroke's letter : — 

“ I have heard with a great deal of pain thftt there is an 
absurd story about my being engaged to a young lady here m 
London. I need not tell you^ho^ utterly untrue that is, but I 
should take it as a great kindness if you would contradict the 
story whenever you have an opportunity of doing so, with deli- 
cacy, of course. You will understand how painful such a foolish 
story is to mo." 

This was poor Christmas's almost dospaining appeal. It was 
vitten in the sad liope, that if^ owing to any misunderstanding 
or any false idea of thus preventing the truth from being dis- 
covered, Sir John had allowed Marie to bo deceived by a wrong 
guess or a foolish rumour, he would at least undeceive her as to 
ihat —now that Christmas was not likely to see her anymore. 
It made Sir John feel doubly anuo/od, this throwing on him 
an insvffcrable responsibility. It seemed like fbreing him to 
romfjmber and admit that ho had told a falsehood. " I must get 
this fellow out of the way at all risks before wo return to Lopdon," 
was the resolve in his mind which^made him compress his -lips 
as ho studied his daughter's face and wandered whether his 
terrible suspicions could really be well founded. 

“Wo may bo looking forward to London already, Marie," 
her father said after a while, fearing that the journejfc was weari- 
some to her. 

“So soon, dear? Oh, surely not. Our holiday can't bo 
coming to an end yet ? " 

“ It hasn’t been inucl^ of a holiday to you, Marie, I am 
afraid." 

“ Dear^ I have enjoyed it very much all the time ; I don’t 
think I ^"ant it ever to end.” 

“ You seem to be weary somehow, and not to enjoy things.” 

"And you are hurrying home to dull and dreary London on 
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my account? I know I am driving you home. Will you stay 
longer here if I show that I rcrlly do enjoy everything ? Only 
promise me and you shall see 1 ” 

“I am a busy man, Marie; I can’t afford long holidays. 
Don’t you want to return homo at all ? ” 

“ No, dear. At least not to London ; I am very well at liome 
here. Homo ? — that is you and I-,-is it not ? Wo are hero, papa, 
and remarkably well off, I think.*^ 

“ And Ilonald ? ” Sir John tried to jseem easy and play f\il. 

Marie coloured a little. ^ 

Konald is very busy and very happy, I dare say — and he is 
a good kind creature,” she added, hastily. 

“ He is, giving up everything for you, Marie,” Sir John could 
not help saying.” 

“ And I have nothing to give up for him. If I had ” 

"Well, dear?” 

" I sux)pose I should not bo so magnanimous as ho.” 

" Have you answered his last letter, Marie ? ” 

" Not yet, dear, but I will when we stop at some place ; only 
I don’t well know what to say. It’s of no use doing guide-book 
work. Guide-books in print are bad enough, but in writing! 
And no one cares to hear about anybody’s travels. I didn’t 
listen to half the things poor Christmas — ^IVIr. Pembroke, I mean 
— used to tell me at first, though I see now that ho described 
places wonderfully well. Did you like Miss Jansen, papa? ” 

I hardly noticed her.’’ 

“ I wish you had ; I should like you to have told me what 
you thought of her. Was it not strange that he never should 
have told Miss Lyle ? ” ^ 

Sir John was glad when they reached Sacramento, the first 
city at which they were to make any stay on their way eastward. 
Prom Sacramento he wrote to Christmas Pembroke, and IMiario 
wrote Jto Honald Vidal. Thus they came in process of time to 
New Padua, where they mot Nat Cramp, and where Marie’s 
reception of him diffused the little romance wo have already 
mentioned. 

How proud that reception made Tdr. Cramp no words can 
tell. When- he had been seen to sit beside Miss Challoner and 
talk to her, he walked the rooms with the air of one who belongs 
to another world. He went boldly up to Mrs. Clinton’s sister 
and called her " Minnie ” in the full face of her blue silk ; and 
he patronised her and everybody, and put on airs at onco romantic 
and lordly. He alternately looked or tried to look pensive and 
sentimental, like one of Angelica Eauffmann’s heroes,* or proud 
and grand. Poor Nat was always ready to soar from abject 
depression into ridiculous exaltation. He delighted to be ques- 
tioned about Miss Challoner, and to put the questions aside with 
a mysterious and somewhat of a wounded manner. 
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" Who is your friend, Llario ? ” Sir John said to his daughter 
as they were leaving the universitjr rooms — “ your young English 
friend ? I can’t remember his. face, but I know I have seen him 
before.” 

" Papa ? Not to know Natty Cramp ! ” 

“ My dear, who in the world is Natty Cramp ? ” 

'' Oh, for shame— to forget Sarah Cramp, our faithful old 
Sarah Cramp — of Durewoods, y|u know.” 

“ Was that old Mrs. Cramp’S son— that young man ? ” 

" Yes, dear, that is Natts hiAself.” 

“ IJo has greatly changed, improved, I think— he used to bo 
an awkward, sheepish looking cub, Marie — was it not so ? ” 

Oh, no, dear, at least not very awkward, and not at all a 
enb. A good poor fellow ; clover, I think, in a sort of way ; and 
Ally and rather ridiculous; but I used to like him. You must 
really promise mo that you will try to do something for him 
hero, papa. You will speak to somebody, 'won’t you>? lie looks 
upon me as a sort of iirotcctor of his, and I should like to be sof 
I am afraid I rather like to pleyr the part of a lady patroness.” 

Sir John was glad to have a chance of pleasing her. 

“ Anything I can do, Marie, I’ll do gladly, and I suppose wc 
may be civil to him out hero. Nobody knows, I dare say ” 

" Knows what, dear ? ” 

"Well, about his mother, and his early ^condition, and all 
tb it.” 

"Oil, nobody would care hero,” Mario said, enthusiastically. 
" Hero there is perfect c(iuality. A man hero is a man, atid only 
a man. He told mo. He says he is happy here because he is 
the equal of any man — and I should be happy too if I were 
he.” • 

Sir J dm smiled. • 

".Very good, Mario — only, for all that, I think we will keep 
the mother and the hairdresser's shop to ourselves. He won’t 
bo sorry for that you may bo sure.” ^ * . 

Sir John and Mario were waiting for the carriage of their 
host and hostess, which was to carry them to the private 
residence of the president 91 the university across the grounds. 
Meanwhile the president himself came up, and at^ the same 
moment Mr. Cramp. 

" Papa, this is Mr. Cramp,” Marie said. I think you hardly 
caught his name when you mot to-night before.” 

Nathaniel bowed with dignity. Even the haughty father 
could not abash him now. But to his surprise the father proved 
not to bo haughty. 

" Mr. Cramp, I am greatly pleased to meet you,” said Sir 
John, extending a friendly hand. "You will forgive my not 
remembering you to-night at first. 1 have been seeing so many 
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new faces lately, and I never expected to meet an old acquaint- 
ance hero.” ^ 

“ Mr. Cramp is one of our rising young citizens, sir,” the 
president good-naturedly observed. ‘‘We mean to be proud of 
him, sir, some day. I hear a groat deal of ]\Ir. Cramp llirough 
my esteemed friend Professor Clinton.” 

Mr. Cramp murmured his thankfulness and delight. 

“ Professor Clinton, sir,” said Fhe kindly president, “is coming 
to breakfast with mo to-morrow*, Mr. Ch'ami^, to meet our dib- 
tinguished friend »Sir John ChAilonfr. If you will give us the 
pleasure of your company,* IMr. Cramp, wo shall bo delighted.” 

Oh, happy, happy Nathaniel ! The noise of wheels scraping 
up the gravel, a light touch of gloved hands, a sensation blended 
itrangely of dark eyes, rustling skirts, the sound of a carriage 
door shut to — and Nat was standing on the threshold gazing up 
to the stars at the end, or nearly so, of the happiest night he had 
ever spent. ‘ 

Nat was not alone, however. The president was still there, 
ho and his wife being bound to s{ay until all their guests had 
taken their leave. 

“ I shall be pleased to present you to my wife, sir,” the 
president said; “she will bo delighted to know you. I am 
sorry to say that hitherto we know you only by hearsay. We 
have only gentlom«n at breakfast to-morrow ; but after break- 
fast you must come and see the ladies of our family, and Miss 
Challoner, I have no doubt, will be pleased to see you.” 

Up came Professor Clinton and his womankind. 

“ Cramp, my boy,” said the blue-eyed Professor, “ will you 
take my wife and Minnie home ? I w'ant to arrange one or two 
things here with the preS’ident ; but if you wait for me at our 
place I shan't -be long, and we’ll have a walk and a star-gazo 
together.” 

Nat had proposed to himself a walk round and round the 
president's house, and a Blg.r-gazo for some particular window 
which he could fancy to bo Miss Challoner's. But he was so 
happy this m’ght that he could have done anything with pleasure. 
There was a certain soothing sensation, too, in the thought of 
walking hpme with these two kindly, simple women, in whoso 
eyes Nat knew that ho was by this time established as a sort of 
hero of romance. They looked very pretty, both the women, 
with their heads and shoulders enveloped in soft and fleecy whito 
“clouds” — the time for furs and oveyshocs had not come as yet. 
Miss Minnie carefully, and without any affectation of indifference, 
gathered up her blue silk all round, and with fond deliberation 
arranged it over her arms so that its skirts should not by any 
chance descend to touch the gravel and kiss the eartn. Thus 
kilted, and with a great display of white petticoat, she gavo her 
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arm to Nathaniel. Ladies in Chicago and New York may bo 
prodigal of tlieir dresses, and* garatoga may be reckless about a 
blue silk once or twice worn, but in the small and inland towns 
the lasses do not find that blue silks come home to them every 
day ; and they are almost as careful of their little fineries as a 
li<wiss lady might bo. Nathaniers lofty soul was a little dis- 
dainful of Minnie’s neat and|Careful adjustment. Despite his 
principles of equality and o| democracy, his admiration and 
Jiomrigo went up more readily to ladies who had no need to 
think about saving tlieir siges, and who moreover went home in 
carriages at night when their revels ^ere ended. 


CHAPTER XXIII. 

NAT IS CUUSIIED. 

The few da3’s that the Challonors spent in Now Padua promised 
to be the most delightful that Nathaniel Cramp had over known. 
Nay, ihey wore, until the close, an ideal time to liim. They 
soothed every vanity, gratified every sense, and inflated him with 
the most fantastic hopes. He could hardly believe his senses 
w len ho found himself one of a small company of men brought 
together to breakfast with Sir John Challonor, When Sir John 
appealed to him at breakfast once or twice to confirm his recol- 
lection or impression of something in London, Nathaniel felt his 
ears tingle with pride. Sir John was particularly gracious, 
partly because Mario had asked him td bo so, and partly because, 
since Nr thaniel had been somehow assigned to them as an old 
acquaintance, ho thought it judicious to make the most of him, 
and so avert any suspicion of Nat’s lowly rank. Sir Jolm himself 
was far too new a comer into the upper air of society not to b'o a 
little nervous about his companionships. • Therefore ho was 
specially friendly with Nat. Once ho referred to *'my Mend 
Cramp.” Nat felt his hearifsing with joy. 

Nat often saw Marie. Wherever her father and shtf went now 
ho was always, and as a matter of course, invited to make one of 
the party. His consideration in New Padua begun to go up im- 
mensely. His natural hesitancy and alarm when he heard that 
the Challoners were coming^there was now misinterpreted in a 
sense particularly delightful for him. He was considered to be 
remarkably modest and reticent about bis intimacy with the 
British aristocracy, for of course Sir John Challoner was popu- 
larly regaflied as a man from out the very heart of the British 
aristocracy. Many people called his daughter Lady Challoner or 
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Lady Mario Clialloncr, and there ‘was some discussion as to 
whether it was proper to address her father as the Honourable or 
Eight Honourable Sir John Chauoncr. Natty explained all that. 
He had not sprung from the servants* hall or curled hair in a 
West End saloon for nothing. Ho acquired new consideration 
by his precise knowledge of the manner in which British titles 
are distributed and applied. If Prince of Wales had paid a 
visit to New Padua soon after, it p/ould have been the confident 
expectation of most persons thc'^Mr. Cramp would prove to bo 
an old and intimate friend of Ins Itoyal Highness. To do Sir 
John Ohalloner justice, he had a kind of idea that it might serve 
Nat in New Padua, where he assumed that the lad was about to 
stay for the rest of his natural life, if ho was understood to have 
been on tcims of friendship with great British financiers. It 
would probably help Nat, and it could not. Sir John thought, 
harm him in any way. 

Marie, on' the other hand, was moved solely by simple kindli- 
ness and good feeling towards the young man who used to bo a 
sort of humble playfellow of hers when sho was a little girl, as 
yet uninstructed as to diiTcrcnces of rank and social state, and who 
was the only son of a faithful old servant. ‘ She was undisguisedly 
friendly with him. Everything, therefore, conspired in Nat’s 
favour, or rather conspired against him. 

One day, when^tho stay of the Ghalloners was nearly at its 
end, there was an excursion to somo mineral treasure or other 
which was giving evidonco of its existence near New Padua, and 
of which Professor Benjamin was i)articularly proud. It was but 
a short distance, and everybody w'alked. Somo dozen or more of 
professors and professors* wives w’cro there, with a sprinkling of 
daughters. They followed the windings of the river. Nathaniel 
placed himstlf resolutely by Mario’s side and walked Avith her. 
There were two or three others with her also ; Professor Clinton, 
for qxample, and Mrs. Benjamin, and little round-eyed Miss 
Benjamin ; and therefore §ir John did not mind his daughter 
having Nathaniel as one of her escort. Probably Nat Avalkcd 
rather quickly. Somehow or other, no one could tell why, the 
remainder of the escort dropped behind, and at one winding of 
the path Mario found herself alone with Nat. Sho Avas glad of a 
moment’s opportunity to ask him all alwut his prospects, that 
she might bring a full and true report to his mother ; and she 
had not hitherto had any chance of making a direct inquiry. 

Nat’s heart beat too violently, when glancing backward he saw 
that they were alone, to allow him readily to begin the conversa- 
tion. But Marie saved him all embarrassment by beginning at 
once— 

“ Then you are settled here for good. Natty ? ” 

1 don’t knoAV that, Miss Ohalloner ; 1 like this place, and the 
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people are kind to me— but it is narrow and small. Not much 
of a career hero, Miss CballoijQr, for a man’s ambition ; and in 
this country one feels that he has a career open to him if ho has 
intellect and courage/’ Nat added, with careless grandeur. 

Oh, I didn’t mean New Padua. I didn’t suppose you would 
stiiy here always, although it scorns a delightful little place. So 
full of (luiet and simplicity ; and people only caring about books 
and education, and not aboi^l making money and getting on in 
the world. But I know, of %our.so, that men must Jiave am- 
bition ” (and Natty for till moment ^whimsically presented him- 
self to Mario’s mind in the form of one of those seals swarming u]) 
and down tho rocks near )Saii Francisco), “ and I only meant that 
you were settled in tho States.” 

‘‘ 1 don’t know that I can be called settled anywhere yet, miss 
— I mean Miss Challoiier. I should like to make a name and 
a fortune, and go back then to Europe ; I slioulcl like to show 
England what manhood can do elsewhere.” * 

Marie was amused in a pitying sort of way by Nat’s idea about 
astonishing England’s weak iMnwcs in the person of her unprized 
son, successful in a more appreciative land. But she w\as in a 
soft and indulgent mood, and in a strange sort of way sho seemed 
almost to cling to Nathaniel Cramp for the sake of tho memories 
that his x>rescnce brought. 

I am so glad to hear that you are likflly to do well,” she 
lid, gravely. " We heard rather discouraging accounts at first ; 
your mother was greatly alarmed.” 

Things did look had at first,” and Nat remorabored, wu'th a 
twinge, that the first difficulties had overwhelmed him wTtli as 
unreasonable a depression as the firsj littlo movement upwards 
had elated him with an absurd sclf-confidenco. ".They did look 
bad at irst. Tho Americans with all their many great qualities 
— v/hich no one is moro proud to recognise than I am Nat in- 
terjected oratorically — "are a littlo jealous of strangers.* Not 
unnaturally, perhaps.” • 

“I should not have thought that. People always toll us 
that they are anxious to get all manner of help from the Old 
World.” 

" In a manner, certainly. But there may be, in cef tain cases, 
a littlo jealousy too— in certain cases, I only say. They like their 
own orators — don’t blame them. Miss Challoner ; far from it. But 
I have got over all that, I am happy to think. It was indeed but 
momentary I may say. Now my way is clear,” the rising youth 
said proudly. In fact, Mr. Nathaniel, with his few dollars a week 
in a village, saw himself already swaying the destinies of parties, 
editing leading journals in New York, making and unmaking 
Presidents, and perhaps eventually accepting the post of United 
States Minister to the Court of St. James. 



228 


BEAR LADY DISDAIN. 


His confident manner quite imposed upon Mario as it had 
imposed upon himself, and she fcjt a throb of generous gladness. 

“ I am delighted to hear of all this/’ slio said ; “ I shall tell 
your mother, Katty, and I can see her joy already. She lias no 
idea of anything so good. I suppose you did not like to tell her 
too much until things became quite certain, lest there might be 
any disappointment ? ” t 

''You have divined my moti'^, Miss Challoner,” said Na- 
thaniel, grandly. " One must nq'- announce a victory before he 
has won it.” ^ 1- 

"Still, Natty, I think I would have told her something of the 
good news. I w’ould have prepared her a little ; it would have 
cheered her up. She sufiered a great deal, I Icnow.” 

" JMon mfist work, and women must w^eep,” said Nat, with 
dignity. 

" J3ut she is not young, and supi'iose anything had happened 
and she had died not knowing of your success ? Could you ever 
have forgiven yourself V ” 

Nat modestly confessed that he could not, but he pleaded that 
it 'was only very lately that his jirospccts had begun to open with 
such a roseate glow. 

"What a beautiful scene this is!” said Mario, suddenly. 
" And this is winter with us. That sunlight is more beautiful 
than summer sunliyit ; it is so soft and mild. It is tho moon- 
light of the year, I think.” 

" It is—just that,” said Nathaniel, who had not been observing 
the sunlight. 

" I don’t SCO any of our company. Wo must have walked 
very quickly. I think 'wejiad better turn back, Natty.” 

"May 1 offer you an arm?” Nathaniel said with sudden 
courage, and hearing his heart beat loudly tho Avhile. 

Marie would have had no hesitation in saying to any one else 
that sire did not need support and prcfeiTcd not to take an arm. 
But she was afraid that if oho said this to Nat ho would have 
been hurt, and would have thought, quite wrongly, that sho 
refused his arm because ho was the gon of her old servant. So 
sho thanked him and leaned on his arm, and they turned to walk 
back. N(fb moved very slowly. 

" How strange it is,” ho said, " us two— I mean we two — 
walking in this way— on this side of tho ocean— and your arm 
leaning on mine ! Miss Challoner, it’s liko a dream.” 

Marie looked up at him in wonder. 

" I don’t know how it is to you,” the infatuated Nat went on, 
" but to me. Miss Challoner, to me it’s Heaven ! ” 

Never woman could have been more amazed than .Hear Lady 
Disdain. She did not as yet think of being angry or quite know 
that there was any reason t7hy she should be so. Her ^st im^- 
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pression was that her unfortunate companion was really out of 
his wits. It came on her like a flash that his talk liad been 
marvellously grandiloquent and full of pride and confidence, for 
which she did not understand that there could well bo any 
justification. Could the poor •creature really bo out of his wits? 
In the same instant Mario’s kind heart thought of his mother. 

“ Natty,” she said in a teme of soothing remonstrance ; and 
perhaps for the first time in I^er life with a tremor of timidity in 
her voice as she glanced eifeerly around. There was no one 
near. • 

“ Oh, hear me out ! ” the wretched Nathaniel w^ent on ; ‘'I 
can’t stop now — I must speak — ^you have a sympathetic soul, you 
arc above the miserable ways and prejudices of meaner minds. 
I know you jirc. You do not look down upon me as others do — 
as ctlicrs did at homo ; you do not despise mo because my birLli 
was lowly and my occupation was at one time mean.” 

“ No, Natty, certainly not. I always thoughf the higher of 
you for endeavouring to raise yourself. Wo were always friencls, 
Natty ; but I don’t think j^ny one W’^e ever knew was mean 
enough to think less of you for — for not being rich.” 

Marie now believed that she w%as only soothing an outburst of 
the morbid and half-crazy egotism of a self -conceited lad smart- 
ing under the memory of fancied humiliations. She would as 
soon have thought of her groom, or her Newfoundland dog, or 
c .d Merlin at Durewoods making love to her, as of Mrs. Cramp’s 
Natty. 

** Oh, yes, I have suffered ; but not from you — never from 
you. Now things arc changed. Now we are in a free and equal 
land, where a man may make his way to anything and bo equal 
to anybody. Here, Miss Challoiier, I may daro to say — with you 
loaning on my arm ” 

Mario quickly withdrew her arm. 

“ Don’t be afraid. It’s only this— we two alone, and,I must 
say it here— under this bright hqp,ven,” Nat exclaimed, wildly, 
“ tljat I love you — oh. Miss Cballoner, yes-^that I love you 1 ” 

Mario was bewildered by this outburst. She was not sure at 
first if she had undorstodfi him rightly. Then, when there was 
no possibility of further misunderstanding, slio wrfis startled, 
angry, full of shame and pity, and withal vexed by a shocking 
inclination to laugh. 

" Natty, how can you speak in such a way ? ” she said at last. 
“ I could not have expected this, or believed it of you. I was 
always friendly with you. Is this my return ? ” 

“ I can’t help it,” ho exclaimed, passionately ; " I love you : 
I 'ave aljyays loved you ” (in his emotion he went hack to the 
pronunciation of his early .days, and he became conscious of the 
fact in a moment, and it added now agony to his sufferings); 1 
loved you since I was a boy " 
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“ Why will you speak in so foolish a way/' she said, more 
gently, “ and so prevent mo fron). ever being friendly with you 
any more ? Your mother was a dear old friend of mine, and I 
am sorry for this — for her sake. 

Ah, but there it is,” ho broke* out, wildly ; that's where it 
is — that’s why you despise me ! kly mother was a servant — a 
servant — a servant— and I’m only nke a dog in your eyes. But 
you arc wrong. Miss Challoner. ^ ain’t — I mean I am not— a 
dog here. This is not your coun^^y of aristocrats and caste and 
class. A man is a man here.” f 

A man ought to be a n5an anywhere, and not a fool,” Lady 
Disdiiin said, likely to lose her temper now. 

“ Is a man a tool because he loves a woman above him in 
rank? Half 'the best men in the world have been fools, then! 
I am not ashamed. Call mo anything you like — I must love you 
all tijc same. You desihse mo because I am poor and low ! Oh, 
but if you have a woman’s heart at all you might* feel for 
me, and make some allowance for me, and not trample on 
me, trample, trample on me, just., because I come of humble 
people. 

The unfortunate youth was trembling and shivering from 
head to foot with emotion. His chocks were lividly pale, and 
his eyes, always rather small and lustreless, were winking and 
watery with tears, file seemed, indeed, like a half-mad creature : 
like a loving dog whom his master spurns and curses. Lady 
Disdain looked at liim with alarm, and her anger all molted 
away and only pity remained. 

“It is not because you arc poor, indeed,” she said earnestly, 
and trying to soothe him; “but you know how absurd all this 
is ; and it is wrong of you io expect me to listen to it. I ouglit 
not to allow you to talk to mo in such a way ; but you are an 
old friend, and I know you only forgot yourself for the moment 
and that you will never do so again. Come, Natty, say that wo 
may bo friends again as wo usjcd to bo. Did you not know, you 
foolish boy, that 1 anJ engaged to be married ? ” 

“ Engaged to bo married ! ” ho stammered. 

“ Yes, Nat, I know you never coulU have heard of it, or you 
would not have talked such nonsense. Come, let us bury all 

unkindness and forget it and never speak of this folly any 

more.” 

“ Engaged to bo married to him ? ” Nat asked fiercely, and 
following out a track of his own ideas. 

“Indeed yes, Nat, to slic answered, following out a 
track of her own idcfis. “ And so you sec you are late in any 
case,” she added, with a smile, trying now to make as light of the 
whole affair as possible. 

“ But he ain’t a gcslleman neither,” Nat interposed 
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vehemently. “At least, lie isn’t what you would call a 
gontlcman. I don’t see why he should look down on me and 
give himself airs. What was nis father but a civil engineer — 
Avhat is himself ? " 

“ Nat,” said Lady Disdain turning rather pale, “ you don’t 
know what you arc talking of, and I deserve anything for having 
listened to you so long.” .1 

“ Then it isn’t ho ; it isn4 that Japan fellow — he saved my 
lifo though,” Nat struck in,’^ith sudden penitence. “Oh, but 
don’t go until you say y^u forgive me. Oh, don’t despise me 
and hate mo. Oh, Miss Ohalloner,*you have made my life so 
wretched — so awfully wretched ! ” 

“ If I have, she said, “ I am sorry for it ; I would have been 
yonr friend gladly. I — I am not so very happy myself. But I 
will not listen to any more, Nat, and I will not stiiy here.” 

“ Don’t tell any one,” he pleaded, with a pitiful last outburst ; 
“ don’t sot them laughing at me ! ” ’ ^ 

“ I shall tell no one,” she said, unable wholly to suppress her 
contempt for him. “ I supppsc if it were told they would laugh 
at mo moro than at you ; and I deserve it.” 

So she Avas turning from him, for she felt anger and scorn in 
one moment. She pitied liim again, for the unfortunate wretch 
had flung himself grovelling on the ground, and clasped his 
hands OA’er his head as if ho would shut out the sense of his 
d isappointment and his humiliation. She glanced at him and 
llicn along the path where their friends might soon bo expected 
to appear. 

“ Natty ! Got up, you foolish fellow, and show yourself like 
a man. Those peeple will come along soon — do you want them 
to SCO you, and have all this talked 6f? What do you think my 
father would say ? Get up, and help mo to conceal this ridicu- 
lous affair. I promise to do my best to forget it, if you will.’-’ 

Dear Lady Disdain was growing so impatient and alarmed 
at the prospect of their friends cojning up that sho felt inclined 
to rouse her grovelling admirer with a thrftst of her parasol. 

Nat got slowly up, looking wild, haggard, and scared. 

“ What am I to do ? ” no stammered. 

“ Here,” and a flash of inspiration enlightened h«r, “ you see 
that little tuft of— mallow is it ? — ^no matter what it is, down 
there, just at the water’s edge — no, no, not that way — down the 
bank just beneath us. Climb down and get mo that. There’s 
no danger — I could do it myself,” sho added, with an emotion of 
irrepressible contempt ; “ it will give you time to get composed, 
and will turn away their attention.” 

Poor^Nat obeyed as a frightened child might do, hardly yet 
understanding why she wanted liim at such a moment to perform 
a feat of climbing. He was awkward enough at it, too, for his 
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boots were new and very tight, and he had his gloves on, and the 
clayey, crumbling bank was rather deep, and there were only 
little brambles and branches to cling to. But Marie’s point was 
gained. If Nat were now found i)uffing and excited there would 
be sufficient reason for it. ITe ^s already nearly down to the 
water’s edge when Professor Clinton, Mrs. Benjamin, and 'Miss 
Benjamin appeared. t 

Thank Heaven ! ” Lady Disdain mentally ejaculated. The 
thought came into her mind th/i that was the first piece of 
deceit slic had ever practised, and shb began to think that the 
cynical things said of women by old-fashioned railers must be 
true, and that the gift of ready deceit is the heritage of all Eve’s 
daughters. She felt terribly inclined to laugh, w^ith a natural 
revulsion of feeling, as she saw poor Nathaniel's awkward and 
floundering attempts to got up the bank again. 

“Mr. Cramp is a gallant cavalier,” sho said to Professor 
Clinton, who, 'with his companions, seemed to bo looking in 
some wonder at Nat's performance. “ I admired the little tuft 
of flowers below, near the water, and he has kindly gono to get 
it for me. Oh ! ” for at that moment Nat's foot slipped, and he 
seemed destined for a plunge in the stream. 

“ He'll fall right in ! ” said little Miss Benjamin, breathless. 

“No, he's all right,” Professor Clinton coolly said. “But I 
say. Cramp, you're 'liot much on climbing— banks of clay at 
least. Here, hold on to that.” 

He extended to Nathaniel the crooked handle of the walking- 
stick ho was cariying, Nat glanced up at first with eyes that 
meant indignant rejection. But at that instant he felt the 
smooth hard soles of the now boots beginning to slip again, and 
in despair ho clutched the handle of the stick, and the stalwart 
Clinton tugged him safely up. 

“ You are not used to our clayey banks yet. Cramp,” Clinton 
said, smiling. “ I dare say you have often scrambled down there, 
little Mollic?” he asked of Mies Benjamin. 

“ Oh yes, Professoi- Clinton ; wo all do it,” was the prompt 
answer of the little round-eyed maid. ^ “ We all coast down that 
bank vrhen the river's frozen.” 

“ Coasting,” it should bo explained for the benefit of British 
youths and maidens, is lying upon a little “ sled ” or sleigh which 
rushes of its own impulse down some steep and frozen descent. 
Usually the owner of the “sled” brings it to the verge of the 
descent, gives it a push, and then, when it is in motion, flings 
himself on it, and is borne along with tremendous velocity. The 
regular thing is to sit or lie on it feet foremost, but it must be 
owned that the daring spirits of both sexes (up to the ‘■•age say 
of twelve) find joy in flinging themselves face downwards, head 
foremost, on the flying car. 
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Well, I dare say you have. Feet foremost or head foremost, 
Mollic?” 4 

Oh, feet foremost, Professor Clinton — mostly ; but sometimes 
head foj’eraost,” added the little Jass with a slight blush, and yet 
with a certain pride in her daring. 

] thought as much ! Nev^ mind your mamma — I dare say 
.die has run as great risks in ifer time. You see, Cramp, your 
feat wasn’t very great.” 4 

"I don’t want to have Mr.^ramp’s services and gallantry 
depreciated, all tlic same,” said Mario. • Thank you, Mr. Cramp, 
I am greatly obliged. What very beautiful flowers — and peculiar, 
at least they seem so to mo. Now, Professor Clinton, I want you 
to tell me all about these flowers, for I don’t think wg have any- 
thing <iuite like them at home.” 

Tlius Marie succeeded in changing partners, so to speak, with 
Mrs. r>enjamiii, and she kojit with Professor Clinton for her escort 
until the whole party came up. No one suspected that Nat had 
been making so painful an exhibition of his passion and his folly. 
Nat disappeared soon from th^ party, making some stammering 
explanation about “journalistic labour,” as ho called it, that 
had to bo accomplished, and ho hurried to his quarters in the 
Franklin, the most wretched of all self-conceited and humiliated 
men. 


CIIAPTEE XXIV. 

“GO AT once!” 

Christmas Pembroke came down one morning at the beginning 
of winter to his breakfast in the room with the painted goddess 
on tlio ceiling. The moment he CEftcred tlje room ho saw one 
particular letter among others lying on his table, and ho knew 
tliG handwriting of Sir John Challoncr. Ilis face flushed. He 
seized the letter eagerly ; and then held it a moment unopened 
in his hand. • 

This letter he know must bo in answer to that one which 
months ago ho had sent out to the States, and which, after 
wandering from place to place, always arriving just after Chal- 
loner had left, reached hint at last the very day when he was 
leaving San Francisco. It was written by Sir John from Sacra- 
mento, the first town at which he and his daughter stopped on 
their way Eastward. For this letter Christmas had waited and 
waited. It seemed out of all possibility, not to say propriety, 
that he should take French leave of one who had been so kind 
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to ]iim as Sir John ; ho must fii’st have his formal sanction and 
release. That was the reason O'lristinas gave to himself and to 
Diono Lyle for lingering so long in London. Tint in his heart 
there was another reason, wliicli the postscript of his letter to 
Challoncr had dimly indicated, lie would not leave England for 
ever until he knew that Mario Challoncr did not holiove him to be 
in love with Sybil Jansen. It sd^mied one of the most ridiculous 
of all vanities tliat he should wis(*'*to be assured upon that point, 
and yet ho would not leave Eng'.Wd vdthout being assured of it. 
In his heart there was “ ? kind of fighting that would not let 
him rest about that story which Sir John Challoncr had told or 
sanctioned — tlic story of his engagement with M iss Jansen. Christ- 
mas had not told Miss Lyle half what he thought of that strfinge 
story ; and \vc know that she had taken care not to tell him all 
she thought. Why had Sir John Challoncr told his daughter, 
or encouraged her in believing, such a story? The thought 
ivounded Christmas in many ways. Did Sir John think so little 
of the confession Cliristmas had made to him — the confession of 
bis hopeless love and his broken heart — for broken the poor lad 
believed it to be ; did ho think so little of it as to make a jest of 
it? Was ho so cruelly deceived in Sir John, to whom he looked 
up with so much regard, and whom ho believed to be so sympa- 
thetic ? Or could it bo possible that Mario Challoncr 's father 
really had some deliberate motive in trying to make his daughter 
believe that Christmas Pembroke was in love with another woman? 
This was the doubt that sometimes made Christmas tremble with 
wild fears and angers, and wilder hopes. Many a sleepless hour 
of the night, many a dreamy abstracted hour of the day, had that 
thought cost him. 

“ Ilorc is my sentence,” ho said to himself, taking Sir Johu’a 
letter ill his hand. This is what he read : — 

“My Deau Pemuboke, — Since you have made up your mind 
to leave England, I agree vfitli you in thinking that any further 
delay would bo a waste of time. Do not let anything stand in 
your way so far as the offices are ooncemed. I write by this 
post in or^er that arrangements may be made for supplying your 
place. I think if I were yoM I would return to Japan by the 
overland route, and so have a passing glimpse at India, etc., 
which you may not soon again have an opportunity of seeing. 

“ Good-hyo, my dear boy ; and God bless you I I need not 
say how glad I should have been if T could have kept you always 
with me. But as you find that your own interests require another 
course, it is only for me to speed the parting guest. It is a great 
pleasure to mo to have made your acquaintance, rfhd I shall 
always look back with interest upon the time we spent together. 

“ I hope you will write to mo when you get settled in Japan. 
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" My tlanghtcr joins mo in kind regards and good wishes. — 
FiVer, my dear Pembroke, 

** Your sincere friend, 

John CuALLONEa.” 

Christmas put the letter down. Then ho took it up again, 
rnd read it over — scanned ever|r word of it. No new meaning 
sliono throngli it. It was not soinuch a farewell as a dismissal. 
Had Si]' John Challoncr been ti|riiing from liis doors an over- 
iniportu]iate dependant, lioicoiild not have been more coldly 
iinpurions in his tone. There was n8 getting over the bitter 
reality. Christmas was simply thrust out of tho circle of Sir 
John Challoiicr’s acqnaiutaiico and bidden to begone. 

Tho blootl rushed into Pembroke’s face. Good Ood ! what 
had ho done to deserve this ? What change had come over tho 
man who had always professed such friendship and alFoction for 
him? Or was Challoncr simply insincere from fiYst to last?^ 
Ol'tei! and often liad Diono Lyle liintcd as much, and lio could* 
never bo brought to believe it. • Now ? 

My daughter joins me in kind regards and good wishes.” 

“ She never said that ! ” Christmas cried out to his solitude. 
** She never know of it. She never would have sent mo off with 
Iwo or three cold words. She would have said something warm 
and friendly, or she would have written a few'^iucs of her own. 
1 Kloav she would! Unless ho told her what I, like a fool, con- 
iided to him. Put even then why should she not feel some 
compassion for me, and say a kind parting word, when I am 
uoYcr to come in her way again ? Oh, no ! — she knows nothing 
about this letter.” 

Christmas sat himself resolutely doVn to think this all over, 
as if it wore some baffling problem. “ There is dhccit in that 
letter, somehow,” ho thought, "and it must bo found out.” 
Suddenly ho jumped out of his chair. , 

"Pll not go!” lie exclaimed. "J’ll not stir from England 
until I have seen her and spoken to her. Tlfcro’s some infernal 
treachery at work in all tlii^ Why did he tell her a lio ? Why 
didn’t ho tell her I was leaving England? Why does he want 
to get mo out of the way before she comes back ? ” • 

Then there camo a depressing reaction, and ho asked himself 
what was tho excuse for the wild sort of hope that would keep 
burning within liiin — the hope that Sir John Ghalloner had some 
strong motive in preventing Mario from seeing him any more. 
Wc don’t live in the days when flinty hearted fathers can compel 
their daughters to marry, and Miss Challoncr did not seem tho 
sort of girl who could very easily be coerced in any case. Still 
there remained the nnmistakablo fact that for some reason, bo it 
what it might. Sir John Clialloner was playing off a piece of 
deceit — oven of treachery. 
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“ No, come what will,” Christmas vowed once more, “ 1*11 not 
go until I have scon her. I can only make a fool of myself and 
be laughed at, and I don’t caro'about that," ^ 

A now life and courage seemed to animate him. It was 
strange how completely he had become possessed all at once 
with the conviction of Sir John Challoner’s treachery. lie had 
mot the faintest doubt on that J^oint any more. “ Perhaps if I 
were wise and self-denying,” he^thouglit, " I would go awuy all 
the more quickly, and not iiitt^ferc any more. Suppose I find 
out that her father is an insincere fjiend, will that please her or 
make her think any the \noro of me ? Can I do anything but 
mischief by remaining?” Yet he could not shake his own 
resolve. “ I will not go I— I will not go ! ” he said again and 
again. • 

A whole hour must have passed away before he thought of 
looking at the other letters on his table. One was in tlio writing 
;of Miss Jansen : — 


“Deab Mu. Pembuoke, — ^^la^jima has been very ill, but is 
now better. She wonders that you never came to see her ; but 
perhaps you did not hear. She would bo glad if you could come 
to-night, as she wishes to ask your advice about something. She 
•Bonds her kind regards. 

“ Sybil Jansen.** 

“ What an idiot I am ! ** Christmas thought, “ and a shabby, 
ungrateful idiot ‘ at that * ” and ho mentally used an Ameri- 

canism. For he had to confess ho had rather avoided the 
Jansens of late, feeling a littlo sore about the absurd stories 
which connected Sybil’s *namo with his, and being ashamed to 
'meet Sybil’s ‘eyes. Our youth had been brought up so far away 
from modern civilisalion that he was strangely and perhaps 
savagely modest about women, and assumed that every pretty 
girl could have her pick an^ choice of lovers, and that, therefore. 
Miss Jansen could not possibly care to have her name connected 
with his. Therefore, he had kept out of her way, fearing lest 
• sho should think ho had been vaiif enough to encourage such 
reports. «Bcsides of late ho had felt littlo inclination for women’s 
society of any kind. The small needful gallantries and courtesies 
irritated him, and he preferred to nurse his pain in sullen 
solitude. 

A loud and resolute tapping ,at his door disturbed him. 
Christmas opened the door, and the martial figure of Captain 
Cameron entered. Our hero had not seen the Legitimist since 
his somewhat unsatisfactory return from the wars^ The Dux 
redux looked in no wise disconcerted. His manner was as 
jaunty, self-reliant, and good-humoured as ever. Ho might, so 
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far as all appearances wont, have just seen Don Carlos seated in 
triumph on his ancestral throne. 

“ Delighted to see you, PemVoko, my dear fellow,” Captain 
Cameron said, as ho grasped Pembroke's hand. " I have been 
resolving to look in upon j^ou tlijs some time. Having breakfast 
— eh ? I think you are always having breakfast. You young 
fellows now have such healthy ^]>etitcs.” 

Christmas expressed his satisfaction at the sight of Captain 
Cameron, and he thought with aipang that his first acquaintance 
witJi Sir John Clialloner was^made in that room through 
Cameron’s introduction. • • 

But I say, you are not looking all right,” Cameron said. 
*'Gi*owing tliiu, I think, and pale. Ceasing to be a boy, eh ? 
Man’s estate ; and a very pretty estate it is to succeed to ! I am 
disgusted with the world, Pembroke ; disgusted, sir !*” 

“ Well, I don’t know that I am greatly charmed with it,” 
Pcmln'oko said. , 

" Poof, my dear follow ! what do you know about it ? What 
docs a fellow of your years know about disappointment and 
ingratitude and trcacliery and •all that? A smile from a pretty 
girl, I dare say, would raise you into the seventh heaven. Wait 
till you come to my time of life! Wait till you have your soul 
i'l some great cause, and work for it and sacrifice your time and 
jyour money — and your blood, by Jovol— and sco everything 
going to the dogs- -and your advice ncglectecTand yourself put 
aside. AVcll, well ! ” 

'' The Carlist affairs are going badlv ? ” 

‘'Badly? Wretchedly. Sliamefully. They are blind, sir, 
mad! Quos Bens vuU — but that’s an old quotation. I give you 
luy word, Pembroke, that if my advica had been taken, the King 
would have been in Madrid before now. Look hqre ; I’ll show 
it all to you. Yon know Spain ? ” 

“ No — I am sorry to say I don’t.” 

" Never been there? Well, no matter. Just see now— follow 
me. Hero are the mountains — this toast-rack. Very good. 
Here are our head-quarters; yes, this cruet-stand. Now the 
advance of the Madrilenos «s just there — jammed up tlicro, sir ; 
ill a cleft stick. Now, you see what our course ought to be.” 
Captain Cameron paused and looked triumphantly at Christmas. 

Christmas studied the held of battle with an air of profound 
interest. 

“ Of course you see it ; a school girl couldn’t miss it. There’s 
the way to the capital thrown right open — clear as the Thames 
embankment, by Jove ! Just make a feint here — swing round 
your left — ^keep the fellows engjiged — easy work; and then on 
with youJ main force slap into Madrid ! I showed it to thorn, 
sir ; 1 showed it to them just os clearly as I am showing it to you 
now! ” 
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Cliristmas thought if that was so ho could perhaps excuse 
the Carlist generals for not seeing it precisely at a glance. 

And they couldn’t see it ho asked. 

"Couldn’t see it? They wouldn’t sco it, sir. It wouldn’t 
suit the book of some of them — oh, no ! What would become 
of the influence of certain ptTrsons — I mention no names — ol' 
certain persons over his Maj(i5^y ” (and Cameron performed a 
military salute in honour of tlm absent prince), “ if a foreigner, 
a more foreigner, were to be all Avod to show the way to victory ? 
No, no, that would never do. "ifcu have no idea, rernbroke — you 
can have no idea- of the jcalousy*'of these Sj>aniards Avliere a 
foreigner is concerned. I believe they would rather bo whippcil 
by a Spaniard than led to victory by a foreigner. So I left them. 
What could I do? You heard that I was taken prisoner by the 
other follotvs ? ” 

" Yos, 1 heard that. It made some stir over here.” 

"Stir ? J should think it did. But England is of no account 
•now. I almost wish they had shot mo, rernbroke, just to see 
whether anything coukl arouse England to a sense of lu'r degra- 
dation. We are pigeon-livered, my good follow, and lack gall to 
make oppression bitter— Shakespeare, you know. You can have 
no idea what they think of us in other countries. They laugh 
at us. This affair of mine created (iiiite a sensation in the 
United Slates, I can tell you.” 

"Indeed?” ^ 

" Oh, yes. Isabel — Mrs. Scagravos, you know — lias had some 
American jiapcrs scut to her with some splendid leading artieh's 
on the Cameron aftair, as they call it. I have the papers — pub- 
lished in a city called Now l\adua — evidently a very important 
journal — ^pitching into Eijgland terribly for her want of spirit. 
I have a stropg notion myself that the articles wore inspired, you 
know, from the White House. General Grant must know my 
name well enough ; he must have heard of me when. I fought 
under poor llobert Leo for the flag of the Stars and Bars ; and I 
know he wants to pick a qimrrel with England.” 

^ Christmas had rSccivcd some newspapers containing articles 

S Ith Natty Cramp’s name written ii> Nathaniel’s handwriting at 
e bottom, and coming from Now Padua. Ho therefore did not 
feel quite %o confident about the inspiration of the White House. 
3ut he was not inclined to get into any discussion, or to dash 
Captain Cameron’s opinion of his own international importance. 

" Well, all that is past and gone,” the brave Cameron re- 
sumed; "and I looked in to talk about you and not about mo. 
Isabel tells me you are leaving England.” 

" Yes, I think so— before long.” ^ 

"Quite right, my boy! England’s no place for U man of 
spirit any longer. W^here are you going ? ” 
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" Back to my old ground. Japan, I think.” 

" Japan ? Well, yes— let mo soo. Japan ? To bo suro ; why 
not? I have an idea of offering my military experience and 
services somewhere. I though* of Siam — and I thought of 
China; and I have been tliinking too a good deal of Brazil. I 
wonder would there be a go<^l opening in Japan? There’s 
nothing to hold mo to Europe jmy more. I am afraid the cause 
of Legitimacy is lost, PembrokI, for our generation ! Have you 
heard from the Challoners ? ” a 

“ I had a letter from Sir Joflli this morning,” Christmas said, 
with a pang shooting throufli him. 

“ They’re coming home very soon, Vidal tells me. You know 

she’s going to be married to him Boar Lady Disdain, wo used 

to call her.” 

Yes ; 1 know.” • 

1 suppose it’s a good match for. both parties? Chal loner 
has plenty of nionoy, and the young fellow lias family and rank, 
and all that. But 1 don’t know ; I shouldn’t lik6 it if I werg 
liCi* taiher— I think. Should you?” 

” I don’t know much aboiU himJ* 

” Oh, he’s all well enough for our time. He ought to bo a 
gentleman ; but what docs a gentleman want mixing himself up 
with stock-jobbing speculations, and theatres, and actresses, and 
harlequins, and all that sort of thing? Lot a man bo in busi- 
n ss—if ho can’t help it; all right. But if ycJCi are a gcntlcnum, 
cciitinuo to bo one, I say. It’s all right, however, I dare say. 
They know best. He’s well eiiougli for our time. But 1 shouldn’t 
liave thought Marie Chal loner would care about him.” 

“ He’s a good-looking fellow,” said Pembroke, generously ; 
and clover, I believe.” 

"Good-looking!— yes, like a fiddler or a dancing-master. 
Clever! — a sort of cross between a stockbroker’ll clerk and a 
third-class painter. And that’s the son of an earl, the scion of 
a noble House, sir, now-Ordays ! And that’s to bo my dea^i little 
Lady Disdain’s husband ! Well, ijo affair of mine. I say, 
Pembroke, why the deuce didn’t you mako^ovo to her yourself? 
You’re a deuced deal morg like a gentleman and an earl’s son 
than ho is. Tell you what, you might have had a chance. 
Think of Jock o* Hazeldean,” « 

Pembroke made no answer to this suggestion, and Captain 
Cameron took his leave after a while, promising to look in again 
very soon and talk with his young friend on the possibility of 
there being a good opening Jn Japan for the brains and sword of 
the experienced soldier of a lost cause. 

” Everything fails us in life,” Pembroke thought, " but self- 
conceit ! .If all else fails with me, I shall try to persuade myself 
that the world was unable to appreciate mo. I believe a man is 
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capable of dying consoled alone in a garret if he. has self-conceit 
to comfort him. That is really humanity’s* last friend!” 

But Pembroke was now ftp from being all unhappy, oven 
though the thought that Sir John Challoner had been treacherous 
was bitter, and seemed to shako the realities of things. A new 
hope was exciting his brain aiSd filling his heart. There was 
something yet to bo done befora ho wholly succumbed and dis- 
appeared. If Sir John Challonor had been treacherous to him, 
ho was released from all fealtw Ilis lieart echoed again and 
again the words of Captain CanLron, and he did not believe that 
Bonald Vidal was worthy of Marie, *br that she could have lovetl 
him. A thousand little niemories crowded back upon him, -con- 
spicuous among them tlio memory of her pale, weary expression 
when he saw her last, that day iu Mrs. KScagrave’s house, and of 
tho touch of her hand when she said “ Gooil-bye ! ” 

‘‘ She doesn’t care for him,” ho said aloud, in his excitement, 
“lam not an idiot— any .more. She does not caro for him; I 
know that m'nch at least 1” 

Ho felt a strange lightness all through, him ; the exalted sen- 
sation of a man who finds that tlujro is one last chance, yet one 
W6W to be struck, one decision to bo given ; and that, let it fall 
out as it will, all the old chai)tcrs of life aro closed for him. Let 
it end this way, let it end that, a now life begins. If only tho 
time would pjfss quickly over ! It is the interval that is hard 
to bear. ^ 

Christmas went down to the City treading upon air, and took 
formal Icavo of his business connection with the house of 
Challoner, and ascertained the exact date when Sir John was 
expected to return to England. He was pervaded and sustained 
by a strong resolution which ho could not have set forth in plain 
words for the life of him. ' Did ho propose to rush in at the last 
moment and 'carry off Mario Challoner like young Lochinvar ? 
Did ho think to break in on her bridal party like Edgar Bavens- 
wood J Did he expect that an inundation would arise somehow 
and wash Marie Challoner out of her engagement with Ronald 
Vidal and into tho arms of him who conceived himself a worthier 
lover, as happens to one of Mr. Charjps Eeade’s heroines ? No, 
he did not propose or expect anything of the kind. All his 
oxcitomentp and his recklessness of meaner considerations came 
out of his resolve— that at least ho would speak with her once 
again, that sho should know how ho loved her, and that he 
would live and dio loving her. Then he would take what hap- 
pened. Let her then dismiss him to»the other end of the^oarth. 
At least sho would have known that ho loved her, and only she 
would have spoken his soutenco. 
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CHAPTEE XXV. 

ANOTHER PIOUS fcARENTAL FRAUD. 

Poor Sybil Jansen sat long and wearily at her window waiting 
tliat evening for the coming ofiChristmas Pembroke. The once 
ardtnt and disinterested priesiess of the future, whose whole 
soul was concerned in the ftiission of .women and the perfection 
of the human race, had grown very morbid and discontented. 
She found her hopes of the coming time as unsatisfying as the 
applauses of Avenir Hall. She had not seen Pembroke foi' some 
time. He never went to Mrs. Scagraves’ Sunday afternoons now, 
and was seen no more at Avenir Hall. But Sybil had heard that ' 
Miss Challoner was soon to bo married to Itenald Vidal, and 
thovo was just enough of comfort in that to prevent her from 
over settling down contented to take up the thread of her old 
career. • 

Mrs. Jansen had seen her daughter’s condition. She under- 
stood it only too well. But the mother and daughter never 
spoke on the subject. Mrs. Jansen watched her daughter’s eyes 
as they turned eagerly now and then of evepings towards the 
Cl )or when a knock was heard. He did n()t come, and Mrs. 
Jansen wont so far as to try a pious little fraud. Slic invented 
to herself some excuse of believing that she wanted Mr. Pem- 
broke’s advice, and she bade Sybil write to him. The mother 
had something of a reward when she saw her daughter’s cheek 
colour w’ith pleasure and a kind of sl?/ime. What Avas the good 
of asking him to come for one evening, one liour„nioro ? Only 
somebody in love, or the mother of somebody in love, could tell. 
What was the good of that last ride together, which yet Mr, 
Browning’s lover thought better worth than all the dreanna of 
poet, artist, or statesman ? • 

Well, Christmas Pembroke came that* evening. His own 
excited and exalte condition made him animated and sympathetic. 
He looked very handsome. There was, Avith all his masculine 
strength of frame, and what seemed to the Jansens his World-Avido 
travels and experiences, a certain boyish simplicity and freshness 
which made him peculiarly attractive. He seemed to bo abso- 
lutely without affectation or even self-consciousness. Mrs. Jansen, 
for her own part, had concaved a sort of maternal affection for 
him, and felt his absence, and thought that his friendly smile, 
generally with a tinge of a boyish blush accompanying it, lighted 
up their Melancholy little room. But Mrs. Jansen had clear 
enough eyes, for all her mother’s partiality, and she did not see 
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in the young man any sign of more than friendship for her 
daughter. Yet she had jDractised her iiious little fraud, and 
induced him to come that evening-, and was glad when ho came. 
The business on which she wished to consult him was not mncli 
— did not even look to bo much..- It concerned the investment 
of some small, small savings in spme Eastern railway project, 
which made Cliristmas tremble to Oear of. Heavens ! with what 
superfluous elaboration of argument and energy of description 
he showed ]\Irs. Jansen tliat suclpa scheme could not by any 
possibility begin to pay for at least fi% years, sipiposing it ever, 
by any rare combination of Ibrtune and skill, to bo made to pay 
at all. Christmas had not the least suspicion that any arriere- 
pensee or pious fraud lurked in the mind of the good and anxious 
■woman to wlioin ho was expounding the principles on which 
alone such projects could be made to pay. Sometimes, in en- 
forcing his argument, he addressed himself to Sibyl, in order to 
have her asseiffc and attention too. 

* “But Miss Jansen doesn’t care for all these dry unpoetic 
details,” he said, fearing that he was wearying the young ■woman. 

“ Sybil is very, very fond of hearing anything that instructs 
her,” Mrs. Jansen hastened to say. 

“ You explain it all so well,” Sybil herself said, gently. “I 
begin to be afraid wo women have not tlio heads for business 
that you men have;” This was a meek propitiatory concession 
to the stronger sex, which a year ago the young Hypatia would 
not have believed herself capable of making. It was something 
very like a hauling down of the colours. 

“ Well, you see, this is the sort of thing I have always been 
Avorking at,” the unconscious Christmas replied’. “lu Japan 
perhaps a project like that ‘may work well. I may bo able to 
give you some information, or put you in tho Avay of doing some- 
thing.” (Ho w'as really quite concerned about tho small moans 
which their frank disclosures showed them to have. He con- 
sidered!^ himself poor, but he Avas a young Croesus compared witli 
Sybil Jansen.) “ I shall be a good deal in that lino Avhen I go 
back to Japan.” 

“ But are you going back really ? ” *Mrs. Jansen asked. 

“ Oh, yeg ; I intend to go back very soon.” 

“ You are tired of us already ? ” 

“ No, indeed ; but I don’t seem to find my right place here ; 
and I feel somehow as if I were driven back. It’s just that, Mrs. 
Jansen. I can’t stay.” ^ 

The little servant came in at that moment and brought some 
message to Mrs. Jansen, who thereupon excused herself, said she 
Avould return immediately, and left the room. 

Sybil had risen, and was standing near the hearth. Curistmas 
was seated at the table, with the papers which he had been looking 
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through lying before him. IIo rose and went towards the hearth 
also, where the fire was burning brightly, and Sybil was busying, 
or seeming to busy, herself iif preparing tea. His heart was 
touched with regret for the land and simple friends whom ho 
"was so soon to lose for ever ; tto modest and quiet little house- 
lu)ld of mother and daughtcrl who were so poor, so good, so 
fi’iendly to him, and whom ho was not to see any more. 

“ Yes, I am sorry to leave Eiigland,'^ ho said. 

“ Why should you bo sorryV ” Sybil asked, without looking 
up. “ I wish 1 Avere a maij^and could leave England.” 

Where do you wish to go ? ” * 

'' Anywhere, 1 don’t care — anywhere out of this— away, far 
away.” 

“ Well, I suppose wo arc restless beings, most o^ us. But I 
feel sorry, ioo.” 

“1 don’t see what you have to bo sorry for. You lose 
nothing.” • ^ 

‘ 1 lose some very dear friends,” the young man said, softly. 

Oh, friends arc nothing. *You will soon iorget your friends.” 

I shall not forgot you ” 

Sybil’s chock glowed and her hand trembled. 

" Nor your mother.” 

Sybil shrugged her shoulders. 

“ Von will not think much about us. is not we, Mr. 
i ombroko, who are driving you out of England.” 

** No, indeed ! Who ever thought of such a thing ? Why 
should you drive me out of England ? ” 

“1 said so,” the young Hypatia went on viciously. *'1 said 
it was not we who are driving you away.” 

** Why, of course not. Nobody driving mo away.” 

” Oh, yes ; somebody is.” And Sybil shrugged her shoulders 
again. I know quite well.” 

Come now, tell me what you mean.” , 

“ I know that you are brokenhearted and despairing, and 
that you are flying to the desert— and — all tiiat. You are off to 
the wars again, like the sci^timcntal youth in the song, because 
the lady you love is to be a bride with a diadem on her brow ! 
What feeble creatures you men are ! You are always making 
yourself ridiculous about some woman. There now— you are 
angry I ” 

“ No, I am not angry,” said Christmas, feeling, however, a 
good deal embarrassed, and. wondering why a kind and clever 
girl could descend to such commonplace and trivial teazing; 

“ and this is an old story of yours. Miss Jansen— I am used to it 
now. It ^esn^t disturb me,” 

” I domt want to annoy you,” she said, “especially as you are 
going away— and wo have not so many friends. We are not rich 
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and sought after like the lady who is to be a bride with the 
diadem upon her brow ! Well, let us say no more about her — 
only it is no use your trying to conceal from me the real cause 
of your returning to Japan. That sort of thing may deceive 
mamma, but not me.” \ 

But I don’t want to deceive ?iny one, and least of all such 
friends as you and your mother.” 

“Then why invent excuses? .Why evade? Have men no 

courage? If I were a man, T should not feel ashamed ” 

“But — Miss Jansen, in ITeaven’a: name,” Christmas asked 
warmly, “ ashamed of what^? ” 

“ Ashamed of being in love and of being disappointed — thrown 
over for a greater lover — for the son of an earl ! There I Of 
course I kno^^ that you arc in love with her — with Miss Challoner ; 
and that you arc leaving England because you can’t endure the 
idea of seeing, her married to Another, as the romances say.” 

• Sybil’s eyes were sparkling, and lier lips w'cre trembling. It 
must be owned that at the moment Christmas thought her an 
ill-natured and vehement little per?.on, and wondered why, if she 
believed all she said, she did not sympathise with him rather 
than thus rail upon him. He drew a great breath, and then 
faced the situation boldly. 

“ If I were in love with her,” ho said, gravely—" I’ll not 
mention her nam(?. Miss Jansen— I don’t think wo have any 
right to mention her name in talk like this — if I were in love 
with her, and were thrown over «as you say, that would bo a great 
misfortune for me, would it not ? ” 

“I suppose so.” 

“ iSiippose you had a brother, and it were his case— it might 
be, you know 5, would you not feel sorry for him and try to cover 
his misfortune, and to lighten it if you could ? Yes, I know you 
would, for I know that you have a good heart.” 

“ How do you know ? ” 

“ I can see what you are to your mother, and I know well 

enough. Put me in •your brother’s place ” 

“ Oh, in one’s brother’s case one would know the truth.” 

“ Well, you may know the truth from me, if you will. I am 
not ashamed, and I had rather you did know the truth than hear 
you talk— in that w’ay. I never was thi-own over for a richer 
lover. It never entered into Miss— into her mind— to think of 
me as a lover. I never thought of putting myself forward in 
such a way. I never thought myself worthy ! But if you will 
know all — well I can’t conceive how any man could be brought 
so near her and so often as I have been — ^without loving her ! 
There, you have the whole truth ; and that’s all I ” 

Christmas stared doggedly at the fire. Poor Sybil was cold, 
pale, and trembling. Her excitable temperament had so nearly 
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betrayed her ! She felt penitent, ashamed, degraded ; and yet, 
as he stood there, so full of jealous pains and futilo anger and 
love. • 

You’ll not forgive me,” she said at last, in trembling tones, 
for speaking in such a way# Y'ou think me mean and mali- 
cious.” I 

Oh, no,” Oliristmas said,*turiiiug to her, I am not so un- 
reasonable, Miss Jansen ; I don’t bear malice.” 

'' You mean that 7 do ? ” sne said piteously. 

'' No, no ; I didn’t moRU that ; I know that what you said 
was only mere hadimirje'* * 

“I didn’t know,” tlio poor little priestess pleaded, “how 
serious it was. I didn’t know that you cared — for her — so very 
uiueh — as all that.” • 

Christmas took her hand in signal of complete forgiveness. 
It was very cold. She drew it quietly away. 

“ I should not like you to think badly of me,*’ she went on ; 
J am not mean and spiteful and small minded, Mr. Pcmbrdico 
— like so many women. At Jeast I try not to be. But I am un- 
happy in many ways; and disappointed; and people don’t like 
mo ; and think I am unwomanly — because I make speeches and 
all that— -and I am not unwomanly I Oh no — only much too 
womanly, I think, and you think now, perhaps ? ” 

“I never thought you unwomanly,” said downright Christ- 
mas ; “ I told you tins moment that I know what a kind good 
heart you had.” 

“ Thank you very much. 'Well, I am glad you are not angry 
with me. Now, when mamma comes back she will ask you, of 
course, to stay this evening with us and have tea.” 

“Yes?” 

“ Well— please don’t stay. Don’t! You nlust liave somo 
pleasanter place to go to ; and we should be so dull.” 

Christmas was beginning an energetic protest. 

“ No— please don’t stay. I had rather you didn’t, f am not 
very well— and you don’t mind ? — ^you aremot offended ? Thank 
you a thousand times. We shall see you some other time — 
l^erhaps — before you go.’’ 

So when Mrs. Jansen returned and asked Christmas to stay, 
lie excused himself and went away. That night poor Sybil 
sobbed and cried a good deal in her mother’s arms, and her 
mother for the first time was allowed to know all without 
pretence at concealment. « 

That was the end of poor Mrs. Jansen’s pious little fraud. 
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CIIAPTEI{ XXVI. 

FAEEWELL TO JeW PADUA. 

For some days after tlio walk Iw tho river the Clintons saw 
nothing of Xat.lianiol Cramp. At rhe departure of the Clialloners 
eastward they were accornpjpiicd to tiff; railway station by a largo 
concourse of friends — the president of tho university and his 
wife, tho professors and their wives, the various officials, tho 
ministers of religion, tho editors ; but Nathaniel Cramp was not 
there. Clinton’s womankind soon began to urge him to go and 
SCO whether Mr. Cramp was not sick, or whether something 
strange had npt befallen him. 

• Professor Clinton was superficially something of a martinet 
and disciplinarian with his womankind, but in the end it was 
found tliat they generally had their way. They looked up to 
him as intellectually tho greatest man in all the world, and sub- 
mitted meekly to his discipline as regarded their general o])inions, 
their reading, and their parts of speech. In tho latter respect 
obedience sometimes brought its trials with it. For Professor 
Clinton was rather* a purist as regarded tho uso of good Saxon 
English, and he rigorously forbado his wife and sister-in-law to 
uso any of tho cuj)hcmisms with which certain half-educated 
classes of i)ersons in the United States, women more especially, 
ard fond of disguising their ideas. If Jessio or Minnie had any 
occasion to speak of the lower limbs of herself or anybody else 
she was compelled to say legs ” pluraply out ; and if she pro- 
posed to go to bed sho had to say she was going to bed, 
not “retiring"; sho had to speak of “undressing,” not of 
“ disrobing,” and so on with many other phrases whidi seemed 
very shocking indeed to some of tho ladies of New Padua. Like- 
wise they were forbidllon to speak of any of their acquaintances 
as “ a very lovely lady,” or “ a very pretty lady,” but were told by 
Professor Clinton that at all events where tho person under dis- 
cussion had to bo described by any qualifying adjective, com- 
plimentary or otherwise, sho must consent to bo spoken of as a 
“ woman.” In all these matters of discipline Professor Clinton's 
wife and sister-in-law were obedient at any peril of misconstruction. 
But in many or most other matters <ihey generally contrived to 
shape their ends, and where questions of feeling wore concerned 
the Professor was found at last a not unwilling subject of 
petticoat government. The two simple-hearted anc^ kindly 
women wore just copies of each other ; an elder and a younger 
sister, no more; and Clinton was one of the men who like to 
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Lave ont with men all their intellectual and mascTiline talk, their 
arguments, dissertations, and speculations, and to have only 
sweet, fixmiliar, easy conversaMon at home. 

Gradually, therefore, the feminine influence had been working 
more and more on Clinton in Jlivour of Nat Cramp. The women 
did not see anytliing ridicuhlus about him, and couhl not have 
understood how Clinton coull laugh at him and yet like him at 
the same time. Clinton theroforo of late ceased to invite their 
ationtion to any of what he^ considered Nat’s absurdities, and 
only amused himself with J-liem. In obedience partly to domestic 
urgency and partly to liis own coifborn for Nat, ho set out ono 
evening for the Franklin House. He was told Nat was in his 
room, and he went upstairs and knocked. There vras no answer, 
and he opened the door and looked in. • There, t# bo sure, was 
Nat, bending over an opened trunk. Ho looked round in a 
startled way when ho heard the sound of the opening door. 

'' Why, Cramp, my hoy, what havo you boju doing with 
y . ourself ? We havo missed you all this time ; and my wife and 
Minnie have been so much alarmed that I thought 1 had better 
come over and sec about you; 1 called at the ofiico; and of 
course you were not there.” 

Nat came forward, looking yellow and ghastly. He was in 
his shirt sleeves, and had clothes, books, and properties of 
various kinds 1 leaped about him. Ho seemed as if lie had not 
slept for a long time. 

" You are looking very bad,” said Clinton — and what are 
you doing ? ” 

“ I— Fin going to Euroi^e. Tvo had bad nows from England. 
My mother’s dead.” And Nat began to toss things rather wildly 
from ono trunk to another. • 

“ Come, come,” the kindly Professor said, taking him by the 
arm : You are hardly in a condition for this kind of work just 
now; and you are not going to Europo to-day anyhow. Let 
these things alone ; and put on your coat and come out with mo 
for a quiet walk by the river. We are sa^ not to meet anybody 
at this hour, and you shall talk or be silent just as you like. I’m 
an older man than youT and yet it’s not long since I lost my 
mother ; and I felt like a child, I tell you.” , 

" It isn’t that,” Nat stammered ; " but I feel as if I was so 
ungrateful. And I was ; I was ungrateful ! ” 

Nat was indeed looking white and scared like a man 
thoroughly conscience-stricken. 

'' Well, I dare say we were none of us as grateful as we ought 
to have been either to onr mothers or to tho Power that gave ns 
them and life, ’•said the Professor soothingly. “ But you don’t 
seem a lad likely to havo been any worse than tho rest of us. 
Cramp. Come, walk out with me and tell mo all about it ; or as 
much about it as you feci like talking of just now,” 
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But Nat drew l3ack, and seemed like a frightened bat that 
could not bear the light. 

“ I haven’t been out ever sintfa,” he stammered. 

“ Ever since ? ” 

" Since I heard the news.” S 
Well, but look here — the mi.ils from Europe only came in 
last night, and you appear to Rave been out of our sight for 
nearly a week. Why, I never saw you since the day we W'ere out 
with the Challoncrs and Benjamih.” 

Nat looked confused and scared^ 'worse than ever, and he 
rubbed up his hair wildly, 'perhaps to hide his confusion. Pro- 
fessor Clinton had touched unwittingly the raw place of his 
remorse. It was not grief for his mother which had kept him 
hidden from the light of day. He had, indeed, only heard of 
her death the night before. Ho had been crushed by the weight 
of humbled self-love and of bitter disappointment. When after 
his abasemeiit before Mario Challoner he had crept back to his 
lodgings he flung himself on his bed and lay there grovelling liko 
a trampled worm. He hated tho^outcr air. IIo believed that 
every one must be laughing at him and despising him. The 
whole story, ho felt sure, would bo all over Now Padua. Sir 
John Challoner must hear of it, and in his anger ho would bo sure 
to tell that it was a hairdresser’s apprentice who had made lovo 
to his daughter. Nat was not one bit a coward so far as physical 
courage went, and yet for two days and more he trembled and 
started at every sound upon the stairs. Ho had vaguo terrors of 
Sir John’s anger and of Sir John’s vengeance. 

Tho shock of the nows which told him of his poor mother's 
death came in positively like a strengthening relief to the pitiful 
tortures of his disappointment and his seared self-love. Much 
of his present agony of remorse was owing to his consciousness 
that his grief for his mother was swallowed up in mere selfish 
regrets and pangs. ' He tried to chastise himself into a more 
fitting' mood of sorrow by thinking of her and of all she had 
done for him and suffered. And she was dead now — and long 
before this the grave had closed over her coffin. Ho remembered 
how she had nursed his childhood, ancl how fond ho was of her 
and delighted to bo with her once. He thought of tho glad 
holidays when he used to hurry to Durewoods from London, and 
she used to do all she could to make him happy, and have her littio 
sweets and preserves for him ; and how he used to rejoice in 
making her his confidante, and telling her every small hope and 
trouble and pleasure ; and how, then, ho began to think that she 
didn’t quite understand him, and was not up to his mark 
intellectually; and how proud she was alwayS of hi? uniform 
and of himself— proud of him whom everybody now despised ! 
and how ungrateful he was. And now he should never see her 
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any more ! Thus at last he wrought himself up to the boiling 
point of emotion, and his feelings broke into the steam of tears, 
and, disregarding all Clinton*® efforts at consolation, he flung 
himself down upon his half-packed trunk and cried like a 
child. f 

The Professor let him ha^k his way. In truth, he thought 
all the better of Nat for hiS irrepressible burst of grief, not 
knowing by what mental process of irritating the feelings this 
wholesome relief had been bibught about. Grief for a mother 
is the emotion with which an American, like a Frenchman, finds his 
heart most readily sympathise. In the sentimental and pathetic 
song-writing of the country the mother's name is the special 
Open Sesame of the feelings. Even the songs of the war were 
most often laments for or by absent mothers. Professor Clinton 
looked on sympathetically, and resolved to tell his wife and 
Minnie what a good heart young Cramp had, and how ho was 
not by any means the merely egotistic and featheiMicaded young 
♦eilow ho, the Professor, had sometimes suspected. "The 
women are generally right ^in these things,'* Clinton mentally 
acknowledged, remembering how his wife and Minnie had 
always stood up for young Cramp. 

The tears did poor Natty great good. They relieved his 
feelings and his conscience both. How could he any longer 
accuse himself of being ungrateful to his mother, or failing in 
profundity of sorrow for her, when he had felt his own hot tears 
run down his cheeks at the thought of her ? The tears camo 
again and again, until at last ho rose, relieved, and told Clinton 
he was going to be a man once more. 

A man*s never more of a man,” the Professor said, " than 
when he is lamonling for his mothca*. But it's as well to rouse 
yourbolf, Cramp, if you can, and think of what you have to do. 
Come, wo'll go into the open air. Put up all these things for 
tho moment, and you will toll me why yoii are going to Europe, 
and when, and all about it." ^ • 

Nat allowed himself to be persuaded te dress and to shut up 
the lids of his trunks for the moment, and the Professor and he 
walked out together. Tliey mado a little circuit to avoid tho 
town and tho gi*ounds of the university ; and to uso.the language 
of tho place, they " struck '* the river a little higher up. They 
walked on by the bank of the stream in silenco for a while. 
Evening was coming on and was growing a little chilly. The 
skies were very clear, an^ the sun, sinking on the one horizon, 
was beginning to bo reflected in saffron, violet, and purple on 
the verge of the other. When Nathaniel was yet new to the 
place apd fresh from the more misty and less luminous skies of 
England, the Clintons used to "chaff'* liim mildly because he 
often mistook the glowing mirage of tho sunset that showed. 
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itself in tlic cast for the genuine pageant that was burning like 
a superb sacrifice in the west. 

Clinton put his hand gently^ upon his companion’s arm, and 
they stopped for a moment. Clinton looked along tho path of 
the river, sunlit between its quk t hills. 

"And are you really goingiiback to Europe?” he asked 
gently, turning Nathaniel to look upon the peaceful and lonely 
beauty of tho scene, as if in remonstrance against the thought 
of his deserting all that so soou for tho noise and smoko of 
London. , 

" I must go back,” said Nathaniel in a tone of melancholy 
dignity. " My poor mother has — has left mo some money in 
fact, and there are things to look after. I must go back at 
once.” 

" But only eii confie^ I hope ? You will come back to us V 
You can easily arrange things with the paper so as to liavo your 
place kept open for you. They’ll do that for mo, I know ; and 
if you like I’ll arrange it all.” 

" I — I really don’t kno\r— I haven’t thought of it—taken so 
suddenly you see— and all that. I can’t tell, Professor Clinton, 
what may happen to me. I don’t see what 1 want here or any- 
where— or in life at all.” 

" You tliink so now, and that’s natural enough. But you’ll 
soon live that down. 1 liope wo shan’t lose you. Cramp.” 

" You’re very kind,” Nat answered gloomily, " but I am well 
aware that I ain’t much— that I am not much of a loss any- 
where.” 

"My good fellow, don’t bo too modest. I assure you that 
you are well liked hero. My wife, and Minnie (and ho gave a 
curious look out of liis blue eyes at Nat), like you ever so much, 
and would bo €orry to lose you, and so should I. You seem to 
have taken hold Ijero, as wo say, remarkably well.” 

Truth to say the Professor and his kind little wife had lately 
begun' to suspect that in Minnie’s quiet bosom there was grow- 
ing up a sort of tenderness for tho tall and fair young English- 
man who somolimes talked so eloquently and poetically. Clinton 
himself oven when ho amused himsell with Nat’s little vanities 
and nonsense liked the young man ; and liked Nat all the more 
because ho had so served and befriended him. Clinton assumed 
that nothing over would or could como of Nat’s passion for Miss 
Ohalloner ; and ho thought little Slinnie, who would always if 
she were allowed the chance look up to Nathaniel as a great 
man, would be a far more suitable partner for him than the 
brilliant young English heiress — oven if there woro tho remotest 
possibility of such a partnership as tho latter ever bcinf' accom- 
plished. So he gave a quick experimental glance at Nat when 
he mentioned his wife— and Minnie. 
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“ I have been very happy here,” Nat said, “ but I suppose a 
man must follow His destiuy.” 

" Hum — ^ha— -I fancy we caig. all generally make our destiny 
for ourselves, my boy — barring accidents, at least. Are you 
ambitious of trying your fortuiy in the great city, — in London, — 
again ? Do you think that tliY only stage worth playing to ? ” 

“ No,” said Nat, with some 4iesitat ion, “ it isn’t that exactly.” 

“ Well, I onco thought no stage in life was worth playing to 
but that of some great city. •! tried it. Cramp — ^in New York 
when 1 w'as much younger : and in London not so long ago. I 
might have settled in Lonclon ; I had? strong inducements. Your 
great scientific men are just too kind for anything ; and they 
nearly turned my head with their friendliness and their atten- 
tions — which I never expected, you know^-and tligy told mo if 
I romained in London I should be a sort of little great man. I 
had mad^‘ one or two hits, you know — stumbled on an odd 
asteroid or two — watching and calculating hero of. nights in the 
observatory yonder, and they made inucli more of me and my 
doings than I deserved. But I camo back here." 

“ I think I’d have stayed,*’ said Nat. 

“If I had been a younger man perhaps: and yet I don’t 
know. I should always miss those quiet bluffs and the sound 
of that river ; and I like our pleasant peaceful ways here. I tell 
you what, Cramp— I have made a moderate .success in my own 
way — more than ever I dreamed of wlien first I canio a poor lad 
out West thus far ; and 1 have had somo little triumphs — such 
as I told you. But the sweetest memory I havo is just the 
memory of tho evening walks that jessio and I used to have 
among tho Irdes and along tho bank hero beforo wc were married. 
And wo’li have many evening walks hero yet, please Godl And 
she is not a very brilliant woman — my Jessio — she doesn’t know 
quite as much about astronomy as your Mrs. Somerville, and slio 
couldn’t \vrito like your Mrs. Georgo Eliot, but she’s made mo 
so happy.’’ • ' 

“ That's all very well," said Nat; with a^wan smile ; but there 
is no ouo to make mo happy.” 

“ You don’t know, my 1c>oy — ^you don’t know yet. Come, let’s 
get on a bit ; I want to show you our new lot.” 

Tliey walked on a little farther, drawing at every *stop nearer 
to a spot surcharged with recollections peculiarly painful to poor 
Nat. The “ new lot ” which Professor Clinton wished him to see 
was a piece of ground which Clinton had lately bought, and on 
which ho was going to build a new house. He was very proud 
of tho spot ho had chosen, and had often spoken to Nat about it, 
and tdd him that when he first came to Now Padua he had 
fixed upftn that particular spot as tlie place where he should like 
to have a house if ever ho could afford to buy land and build. 
Now ho was at last about to gratify his ambition. 
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“ Our liouso is all right enoxigliat present,” Clinton explained, 
as they walked along, “ and it suits us quite well ; hut it hasn’t 
such a view as this new one wilMiave ; and besides, this has been 
a dream of mine so long that I may as well gratify it. You see 
wo haven’t any children, and «o wo may as well indulge our 
whims, Jessie and I. We shan’jiscll the old house though.” 

No? ” said Nat, interrogatively, and trying to seem as if he 
were listening with interest. 

" Well, no. Wo feel more like keeping it among us. Very 
likely we’ll give it to Minnie as a, .wedding present when she 
marries. She’ll bo marrying, one of these days. She’s a dear 
good girl, Minnie.” 

Professor Clinton glanced again at Natbanicl ; but the young 
man was o^ly becoming more and more dc])rcssed and embar- 
rassed. Clinton said no more on that subject. Suddenly ho 
touched Nat’s arm and said — 

Stay, Cjiamp, my boy. This is the place ” 

♦ “ Como on ! ” Nat said, hurriedly. 

“ No, no. This is the place.” 

” Do you think I don’t know it? Do you think I forgot it ? ” 

“ Well, I didn’t think you know it. Anyhow, take a look at 
it and toll mo what you think of it.” 

'' I don’t want to look at it— I won’t look at it ; I’ve scon 
enough of it ! ” Nat exclaimed, wildly. Como on— what did we 
come here for ? ” 

''Well, this is my new lot, you know, that I’ve been telling 
yon about. I’m afraid you were not listening to all my gossip, 
my poor boy.” 

“ Oh,” said Nat, coming to himself and sinking at once from 
excited nervousness into deep depression — "This is your new 
place ? Yes, yes, to be sure. It’s very nice.” 

But he only looked at the spot and its surroundings in a 
furtive, timid, unwilling way, as a murderer in some old story 
might try to look with seeming indifference and case at the 
hollow in the wood ^beneath tho mossy earth of which ho has 
buried his victim. For this was the very spot where ho had 
broken out with his fatal love declatation to Miss Challoner — 
Clinton’s new homestead was to rise on the very ground whore 
Nat had grovelled in his shame and agony. Ho wondered how 
Clinton could have forgotten that it was just near this ho helped 
him, Nathaniel, up the steep and clayey bank. But that incident 
was not fastened into Clinton’s mind^as into Nat’s by the spear- 
head of a painful memory, and Clinton just now remembered 
nothing about it. 

" Well,” tho Professor said believing that Nathai\iel*s grief 
for his mother was too heavy on him yet to allow him to with- 
draw his thoughts for a moment to tho concerns of others— 
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" we*ll come and have a look at this place another day. Anyhow, 
you’ll carry the place in your mind, Cramp, if you do go away ; 
and you’ll remember what it looses like — and that some of your 
friends are living there.” 

“Aye,” Nat said, gloomily; ‘^1*11 remember. I shan’t forget 
this spot.” I 

“ And you’ll go back to the ^Id country ?— there's no way of 
inducing you to stay ? ” 

“ No ; Professor Clinton — I must go back.” 

Tempted by the big stage and the world for an audience, 
eh V Well, Cramp— still you know th« big stage requires a great 
strong actor, my boy ! You haven’t got the big buskins of rank 
and wealth to raise you up and add to your size, remember. I 
don’t want to discourage you— far from it ; but it takes great 
lungs to fill that theatre ! ” 

“But it isn’t that. Professor Clinton. It isn’t that, I do 
assure you. I haven’t any ambition in mo any more. I may 
ha /o had aspirations once — I don’t say I didn’t have them. I 
may have thought there was something in me,” and Nat smoto 
his breast energetically; “arid 1 may have hoped to make tho 
world hear, not without respect, the name of—my name, you 
know,” ho added, somewhat hastily, for it suddenly struck him 
that “the name of Cramp” would not close a period with dignity. 
“But all such ideas are dead within me now — dead; I am 
crushed ! ” 

“ Oh, no ; nothing of the kind.” 

“ I am crushed ! ” Nat repeated, solemnly. " I only ask now 
for one thing, and that, Professor Clinton, is death ! ” 

Nat was theatric, and so far was a sham in his way of ex- 
pressing his emotions. But there cannot be a greater mistake 
than to suppose that sham expression always, denotes sham 
emotion. Nat’s feelings were well nigh those of despair. He 
was scorched by love and hate, by tho bitter agonies of mortified 
self-conceit, by grief and shame. He was just in the mood 'when 
tho old stories would have made *a man sell his soul for tho 
promise of satisfaction to vanity and veifgeance. If the false 
and baflled suitors coul(f have presented themselves with their 
perfidious device for taking in the proud beauty now, this Claude 
Melnotte would probably have jumped at it no toatter how 
preposterous. 

Professor Clinton might have chaffed Nat openly about his 
tragedy airs at another time, and he might have smiled even now, 
but for tho young man's miserable expression, haggard cheeks, 
and twitching lipa “ This is not merely the grief for a mother,” 
he thought. “ I suppose the poor young fellow really is in love 
with that handsome English girl. What a hopeless look-out 1 ” 

“ Well, Cramp,” he said quietly, “ if you only want Death, I 
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guess you might as well wait liero and spare yourself the trouble 
of going to Europe. Ho'll come and find you here, you may bo 
sure, if you only Avait long enough. Seriously, my boy, I doubt 
whether you will do any good in any Avay, Ci-amp— in any way,” 
ho repeated, with emphasis, going to Europe. I know 
something of England, and whaV the differences are of money 
and position there ; and take the Ucivice of a friend, Cramp, and 
think no more of that — ^you know wiiat I mean.” 

“Professor Clinton ” Nathaniel said, solemnly, “If you think 
Ihn going to thrust myself on people that don’t Avant mo, you 
aro mistaken. If you think I don’t ‘unow wdiat Briiish purse- 
]^ride is, and what the barriers of class — of money, tliat is — are 
in a country like mine, you are mistaken ! But a sacred duty 
calls me to cross the, ocean, and perhaps a Fate! You may 
clianco to hear soinctliing of me. I don’t knoAV. But think well 
of me, if you can. Think the best of mo you can.” 

Despite all the grandiose inflation of Nat’s language (a style 
to which Clinton had indeed groAvu somewhat accuslomed of 
late) there was a certain carucsiiiess, a sort of desperation, in his 
manner, which impressed the Professor and made him think of 
it long after. They walked homo presently, and almost in 
silence. It had grown quite dark by the time tJicy rcachc<l New 
Padua. Nat hurriedly doeliiicd an invitation to stop in and see 
Clinton’s “folks,” and Avent to the Franklin House aloue. 

The next eveniug, when Clinton and his wile and sister-in-law 
Avere sitting down to their modest supper (the final meal of the 
day was called supper there, and took ]flaco at least throe hours 
earlier than an ordinary London dinner), a letter Avas brought to 
]jim from the Franklin House, accompanied by a parcel. 

“ This is from Cramp,” hq said to liis Avifo, and both glanced 
ominously at Minnie. . 

The letter told in a few confused lines, written evidently 
under the influence of some excitement, that the writer would, 
“before, this reaches you,” have loft NeAv Padua. It thanked 
Clinton for all his kindness, and declared that he Avas Naihaiiiol 
Cramp’s best and only friend. It conveyed the Avriter’s kind and 
grateful regards to Mrs. Clinton and to Minnie, and finally begged 
that Clinton would accept the copy of tho Girondists, hy Lamar- 
tine (Bohn’s ‘translation), sent hereAvitli, that Mrs. Clinton would 
accept tho photographic album, and Minnie tho copy of Miss 
Jean Ingelow’s poems, also sent in memory of their devoted 
friend Nathaniel Cramp. 

There were soft tears in the eyes oi both tho kindly young 
W’omen. It was like Nat Cramp’s luck, or, as he would have 
preferred to call it, his Destiny. A sweet and pretty girl might 
have loved him and looked up to him always, and h6 never 
knew it. 
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'‘Poor fellov/!” Clinton said, "he has taken his mother's 
death greatly to heart.” 

After his supper Professor Clinton went to the Franklin 
ITouso to find out something ahftut Nathaniel. Ho could only 
learn, in addition to what ho knmv already, that Nathaniel had 
gone eastward on “the cars,” an<l Jiad had liis baggage “checked” 
for New York. He had not said anytliing about the probable 
lime of his return. The ])coplc at the Franklin House assumed 
tliat ho was only going to be absgnt for a fow' days. 

So Professor Clinton W’ont homo and told his womankind. 

“Hc*ll come back soon,* I dare ^ay,” he added, cheerily, 
although somehow ho did not expect to see Nat return. 

Tlio misgivings w’oro i)ro])hotic. When the train plunged 
into tlio deep cutting just outside the to\yi, and Nat instinc- 
tively ran to the end of the carriage to get a glimpse *at parting 
of the university buildings on the bluff above the river, ho saw 
New Padua for the last lime. 


CHAPTEP XXVn. 

"why weep ye by the tide, ladyb?'* 

^V'lLD and udiirasical were tho purposes which filled Nat Cramp's 
mind as he journeyed back to Now York— his career all over, ho 
s.iid to himself; tho star of his fate declined. It may be ques- 
tioned wliothcr to youthful self-conccit there is any pleasure of 
Btnso or soul more exquisite than that of desi)air. 

“Is it even so?” — says Komco — ^‘then I def:^ ye, stars!” 
Nat Cramp felt all the w^ay as one who could defy tho stars. 
'Jho petty annoyances, discontents, disappointments of life 
t l oubled him no more. He was released from all responsibilities, 
lie hugged to his breast with all the satisfaction of mortified 
sclf-conceit seeking redress tho thought of all early death and of 
the sensation it must cause •and the tragic dignity it must shed 
over him. “ They won’t laugh at that,” he said to himself. 

But death will not come by mere asking; and Nathaniel was 
not quite clear as yet how it was to come to him. Ho had always 
been fascinated by the manner in which the hapless hero of 
Victor Hugo’s “ Travailleurs de la Mcr” contrives to finish his 
career — standing on a rock which tho rising tide must cover, so 
that just as the ship bearing his beloved away, tho wife of 
another, sinks below tho horizon, the water — the same water 
which beais her — closes over him. If ho could do that I If he 
could stand upon some rock near Durowoods— far from help and 
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yet within her sight— and thus bo submerged ! But it would bo 
hard to bring about all the conjunction of favouring circum- 
stances which alone could render possible so effective a cata- 
strophe. Nat felt even some painful misgivings tliat ho might not 
at such a moment have contijj)! enough over his nerves and 
instincts to enable him to cling to his rock and not to make 
unseemly struggles for dear life— that dear life that he detested. 
He had therefore at present some vague idea of finding out the 
steamer in which the Cballoncijs were to sail from New York, 
taking a passage on board it, suddenly when in mid-ocean pre- 
senting liimsclf before Masie, once ihorc declaring his love, and 
then plunging into the sea beneath her eyes. Something, he felt 
assured, must happen, or be brought about. The career must 
close dramatically ; the curtain must fall at the right time. Thus 
alone could ridicule be changed into respect and failure bo 
converted by the glamour of tragedy into something as fasci- 
nating as success. 

. His poor mother had, as ho told Professor Clinton, left him 
some money. He had put it rather vaguely and grandly to 
Clinton as if it were a sort of p^perty. It w-as really a good 
deal to Nat— two hundred and fifty pounds in money, and the 
little house in Avhich she had been living. A day or two before 
her death she had sent him an order on a New York liouse for 
fifty pounds. She had only then learned that he was in New 
Padua, and she feared he was not doing well, and she therefore 
sent him that money and begged that he would come back, as she 
feared she was growing weak and ill. The same steamer brought 
him the news of her death and of the fact that she had left him 
W’liat little she had managed to save and scrape together. Long 
before ho reached Englapd tlio grave, ho knew, must have 
covered her. , He had been attached to her in liis way, and ho 
thought now with many a pang that lately ho had been ashamed 
of her. Now somehow he laid the blame of her death on the 
same \>lighting influences of adverse fortune and caste and class 
and Destiny, and all tho rest of the cruel agencies which had 
marred his own carcdi*. Ho had now no consolation loft on earth 
but the despair which was only self-cenceit driven to bay. 

Mingling up with all his misery was a curious sense of satis- 
faction in having for tho first time in his life money which ho 
could freely spend, Tho fifty pounds which had been sent by his 
mother would pay for a first-class passage to Europe in one of 
the Canard steamers in which he assumed that the Challoners 
would travel, and would keep him ifi New York at some first- 
class hotel until tho time of his departure. Then when ho got 
to England— if he did overreach England— ho should find money 
there— “ quite enough to last my time ” ho grimly and compla- 
cently (bought, lie had some idea of having a marble monu- 
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ment erected out of his mother’s savings over his mother's grave, 
with the inscription, "By her unworthy but penitent son, 
Nathaniel Cramp.” But for alj that there was yet time enough. 
Meanwhile he could do as he pleased with what money he had ; 
and he would at least bo a g<«itleman, in whatever despair, for 
the remainder of his time. ' 

How much of this was nonsense and idle self-delusion, and 
how much was the set, unconquerable purpose of despair which 
makes dignified even frivolity itself when it comes to that with 
frivolity, the course of th^ story does not allow us to know for 
certain. It is true that no emotioiP by which men's hearts are 
swollen — not love, not patriotism, not thirst of money, not crav- 
ing for revenge — has ever inspired more desperate and dogged 
deeds than mortified self-conceit. It may bo that Nat would 
have held firmly to some suicidal purpose none the less because 
he felt a pride in ordering a hack when he reached New York 
and driving at once to the Fifth Avenue ITotel, and in dressing 
rather carefully when he got there, and then in descending fe 
stand with air of lordly Briton among the group who lounged in 
the hall and at the entrance. * 

Ho stood there for some time and looked vacantly enough 
over the bustling and varied scene — ^a scene which now, when 
evening had refined whatever of the commonplace and the 
colourless was in it, showed singularly bright and picturesque. 
'I hrough the broad stretches of Madison Square the many lamps 
glittered like fireflies among the dark trees. At one side, as he 
stood at the entrance of the hotel, extended the monotonous 
stately length of Fifth Avenue, its solemn gentility scarcely 
disturl)cd by even the passing of a street omnibus, its rows of 
brown stone houses making a line of contrast with the anima- 
tion, rattle, and flashing lights of Broadway (which hero suddenly 
slants across it) and of Madison Square, not unlike that which a 
dark and silent canal might make between populous quays and 
glittering windows. An unceasing^rattling, bell-ringing, Stamp- 
ing procession of heavy street cars, and of liUlo staggering, restless 
omnibuses or " stages,” was in motion before the doors of the 
Fifth Avenue Hotel ; pai^engers were always jumping off and 
jumping on the cars ; the whole population of New Yprk seemed 
to stream up and down that one great channel of Broadway. 
The hall and entrance and the steps of the hotel were alive with 
New York loungers; with solemn, sallow Southerners, always 
seeming to be oppressed somehow with a sense of offended 
dignity ; with dark-skinned Cuban swells, tremendous for shirt- 
fronts, and diamond studs ; with Irish porters and negro barbers, 
and “ helps ” of all kinds. Noise, clatter, light, bustle, were 
everywhere. No street-scene in London gives the same idea of 
restless and exuberant vitality. It impressed Nat Cramp rather 

s 
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sadly. He tlionght of the time when he first looked on Broadway 
and believed ho had come there to conquer fortune and fame. 
He could not endure the crowd ar4 the noise and the glare. He 
knew New York well enough to know what a city of sudden 
contrasts it is. Ho walked dovhx through the solemn silent 
dignity of Fifth Avenue, then dining grandly inside its brown- 
stone fronts, until it declined mournfully into the vast, gaunt, 
and desolate expanse of Washington Square ; and there he sat 
on a bench under a dismal tree and looked at the stars burning 
in fullest lustre from the deep purple, of the evening sky, and ho 
was as lonely to all intent as if ho hod been in some midnight 
mountain pass. Nat never laicw how long ho remained in that 
drear inclosurc ; but when lie returned to his hotel the doors 
were all closed and he had to ring for admittance. 

Next day ho was astir early, and sot himself to work to find 
out something of the Challonors. This was an easy business in 
a city like No^ York, where everybody's movements are in the 
papers, and where the registers in the hotel-offices are open to 
all eyes at any moment. Ho found,, that they wore in the city, 
that they were to remain there or in the neighbourhood for a 
few da>s more, and that that very evening Ihcy were to leave 
the city for the purpose of paying a visit to a distinguished 
scholar and author who had a homo in one of the islands. Ho 
also learned the name of the steamer by which the Challonors 
were to return to Europe, and ho hastened to the office and 
endeavoured to secure a passage on board her. His attempt 
was hopeless. Every berth had been taken long since. That 
mad whim, at least, was not to be gratified. 

Then another whim seized him. lie would accompany the 
Challonors unseen on their visit to their friend in the island, and 
ho would look'on her again. This whim, at least, was easily 
gratified. Ho had simply to ask at any of the ferries (it may be 
well fo 5 the instruction of English readers to remark that New 
York is girt with water aliqost as completely as Venice itself, 
and is therefore ringed with ferries — ^walk straight on in any 
direction and you come to a ferry-ga^o and a steamer just on 
the point of starting), and it was easy to learn what steamer 
wont to the island, and to that part of it where the Challoners 
were to bo entertained. It was one of tho longer trips, and the - 
steamer only went a few times in tho day. Nat spent tho rest of 
that day watching the departure of thq boats. 

Evening was coming. It was still th e Indian summer. Except 
that tho air grew chilly after sunset, there was scarcely yet a 
hint that such a season as winter could be expected. Soon over 
Hio New Jersey shores the sun would begin to go dowp. Even 
the rough, prosaic, unadorned, grimly-unpioturosque piers and 
wharves around the river-front of Now York were glorified into 
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something poetic and beautiful by the magic of that atmosphere 
and those skies. Even Natty, as the soft sunlight fell upon him, 
began almost to think that life ought to bo worth something. 
Evening is coming, and there is the last steamer, and people arc 
already going on board. Shoifld he go and risk being disap- 
liointed? Perhaps it was all a mistake ; and she is not coming ? 
The sun will soon begin to sink, but long before he sinks that 
steamer will have pushed out into the broad Sound. Ah ! — and 
see, there is fair Inez to dazzlcf when the sun goes down ! 

For at that moment a#carriage ^rove up to the ferry-gate, 
and Sir John Challoncr got out, calm, portly, and dignified. 
Then a tall gentleman witli a long grey beard and a snowy head 
gave his hand to Jifaric Clial loner as she propped lightly do^vn. 
There was the chatclaino of Durewoods again — thbre on those 
rugged, dusty paving-stones, amid those bustling, hustling 
crowds, amid baggage and carts and porters and hackmen and 
negroes ! Kow beautiful she looked in her hat and feather, and 
witli that all unconscious expression of pride in her eyes and on 
lier lips which poor Nat but too well knew was ready to give 
place at a word to the bright, fresh look of kindly sweetness. 
iSho took tlio arm of tho grey-haired man, and they hurried on 
board. Tho skirt of Mario’s dress almost touched Nat as she 
passed him in tlio crowd, for ho had not a moment's time to 
^.ithdraw frojn tho spot where he had been standing and hide 
jumsolf. But ho had not been seen — sho would never have 
expected to see liim ihcro, Nat paid his faro and went on 
board ; and stationed liimsolf for the present behind a hugo 
})i]e of baggage, where ho could easily seo without much chance 
of being seen by those whom he was watching. 

The steamer soon left the ill-paved, dusty, noisj wharves, and 
struck out straight for the sunset. Then she turned her side to 
ihe sun and glided swiftly along among small islands and large, 
by shores which lay low and soft under young trees from, amid 
which every now and then a spire looked up, past great ocean 
steamers and vessels lying at anchor, and tiny tug-boats puffing 
with supernatural impati^ce and hurry. Nat saw from his 
retreat that Marie Chal loner was walking up and down tho deck 
leaning on tho arm of her stately grey-haired host. Sometimes 
they passed quite near him — close to him, even — ^and ho could 
liear them speak. Once he heard the grey-baired gentleman ask 
Miss Challoner if she had ever read Cooper’s “ Water Witch,” 
and when she answered that she had read it long ago, and used 
to be very fond of it, he stopped in their promenade and pointed 
to ono of the islands and told her that there was tho spot where 
the WaferJYiicA was supposed to bo lying when the story opened. 
Nat looked out from his lurking-place that he might seo the 
island and the whole scene for himself. For ono moment he 
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almost forgot his love, his shame, his wretched failure, in the- 
memories that came back upon him. Oh, the days when ho read 
the “ Water Witch,” and delightod in it, and longed for a world 
of adventure like that world of story ! Oh for tlie happy boyish 
days when illusion could still ^secm to bo the soft-creeping 
shadow of the reality coming on, and the romantic dream might 
bo interpreted as the faint saffron light heralding the early 
dawn! 

An Irishman, a labourer, appalently, of some kind, but well- 
dressed and independent-looking, wasvjstanding near Nat talking 
to a companion. Doubtless* they were going over somo recollec- 
tions of old days at home, for the first man, looking out across 
the purpling waters, said, in a low tone and in words common in 
his country, 'and thrilling with all the half-poetic, half-devo- 
tional fervour of the Celt — 

“ Well, God be with the old times I ” 

■ V Nat only faintly caught the meaning, perhaps, but his soul 
sadly echoed what it did receive. Oh, God bo with those old 
times when ho was yet only reading romances, and his poor 
mother lived ! 

The sun was gone, and there was no twilight, and a faint moon 
arose. The skies were wan and chilly. Most of tho passengers 
had entered the great saloon, which, with its sides all window, 
covered a large part of tho deck, and within whiclj lights were 
burning and stoves were glowing. Nat could see that Sir John 
Challoncr was there reading letters and newspapers. But ]\Iario 
and her companion remained on deck and walked up and down, 
and looked on tho skies, and the shores, and the water, and 
talked. It was so dark now that Nat could emerge from his 
hiding-place and, with hi^ hat over his forehead, look boldly 
around him, having little fear of being observed. It was strange 
to be so near her! Never before had he such a timo to feed his 
senses. in gazing on her and thinking of her. Whenever she 
turned ho saw her face looking pale in the faintly rising moon- 
light. Sometimes ho* could not see the outlines of her stately 
figure, but only the pale face and the dark hair against tho 
deepening shade of the evening. A beautiful face it seemed to 
poor Nat, emd melancholy, divinely melancholy, ho thought. Ho 
could hardly feel angry with her any more, although he liad 
abased himself through her and she had been so cruelly kind to 
him, and his life had been so ruined and made hateful because 
of her. He felt a kind of ignoble satisfaction as she looked so 
pale and melancholy, for ho sprang to the conclusion that she 
did not care about the man she was going to marry — and then 
suddenly another conviction pierced him like the puncture of a 
dart, and he had almost screamed out with rage at the thought. 
It remained with him and tormented him, and he began to hate 
her again. 
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“ That’s why she’s so pale — ^that's why she’s unhappy ! ” ho 
repeated to himself. "She’s got to marry somebody else, and 
she’s in love with that fellow from Japan ! ” 

The steamer now drew near to a long, low, softly-outlined 
fshorc covered with young treA almost to the edge of the water, 
and sparkling here and there with the lights in homesteads and 
little villages. Close by the shore the steamer held her way, 
and Nat could hear from the woods the shrill double- throb of the 
katy-did, which seemed to Ifim to have ,a doleful and boding 
sound, congenial with th^darkling Jiour and his own condition. 
The shore was indented by many little bays and creeks, and 
sometimes the steamer ran into one of these and landed some 
passengers. Each time Nat shivered with excitement, he knew 
not why, believing that they had come to Ihe end of their voyage. 
What he proposed to do when they did come to an end of it he 
had not yet asked himself. 

At length the steamer splashed into a bay or inlet, running 
apparently rather far inhind. The moon had now risen in 
stronger light, and Nat could see that they were narrowed in by 
shores on both sides, so that for a time there was nothing but 
trees and water and sky ; the white gleam of the moon above, 
and the yellow glow from the saloon windows below. 

Mario Ohalloner and her companion stood close to him now. 

" Wo are near the end of our voyage,” her companion said. 

" I don’t know whether I ought to be glad or sorry,” she 
answered. "It has been such a delicious little voyage among 
those islands, but this place is most beautiful of all. 1 love this 
place.” 

" 1 am so glad you like it,” her companion said, smiling at 
her entliusiasm — " for this is my hofiae.” 

" Is it wrong of me,” Nat heard outspoken Lady Disdain 
answer, " if I say that I love it already because it is so like my 
home ? ” 

And now a pier was seen, a rude, somewhat rickety wooden 
pier, with twinkling lights, and sound of bustling men and stamp- 
ing horses. Sir John Ch^lloner came out from the saloon, and 
Nat drew back again to escape observation. The boat panted, 
puffed, stopped, backed, went on again, and finally ssttled at the 
pier, and planks were run out. Two negro servants leaped on 
board and bustled up to Miss Ohalloner’s companion, and took 
some orders from him. Then he and she and Sir John went 
nshore. Nat followed them with a little crowd of other pas- 
sengers. He saw them get into a carriage with flashing lights 
and drive away. 

Natty’s first impulse was to run after the carriage. ^ He 
thought of himself, however, before he had ventured on this ridicu- 
lous proceeding, and was content to walk leisurely in the direo- 
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tion it had taken. There was only one road that ho could soo, 
and therefore there could bo no goinp; wrong. When he had 
mounted the road, which ascender:! gently, far enough to be clear 
of the little crowd around the pier, ho came to a stand for a 
moment and endcayoured to get his thoughts into order. What 
did he mean to do — what did ho want to do ? 

All his ideas resolrcd themselves into a vague purpose to see 
her again. He strode on without thinking any more about tho 
matter — doggedly, and with his "head down. Ho crushed- tho 
fallen leaves under his feet, and looised neither to right nor to 
left. The sound of feet coming towards him soon caused him to 
look up, and he saw in the moonlight a little boy and girl trotting 
hand in hand down tho hilly road. He asked them where tho 
host of tho Challoncrs lived. Everybody in that region knew 
him by name, and the children both in one breath told Nat to go 
" right on,’^ and that he would see the gate in a few minutes. 
Nat went right on and came to the gate, opened it, and went in. 

He followed tho path of an avenue, dark between young trees. 
Ho heard no sound but that of tlie Jfaty-dids and tho murmur of 
the woods. The moonlight hardly made its way to the path ho 
trod. Ho was ready, if ho heard a step anywhere, to plunge into 
the plantation at either side, but no footfall sounded except his 
owm. Suddenly the path ended, and a scene opened before Nat 
the beauty of which even at that moment ho could not fail 
to see. 

A broad expanse of lawn, valley, and water lay before him. 
An amphitheatre opened among the trees; its sides made of 
grassy lawm, its basin filled with a beautiful lakelet fed by a 
stream that descended under a pretty bridge from amid the trees 
on the side opposite to where Nat was now standing. On tho 
lawn stood a long, low, wooden house with windows all round, 
and a great verandah or “ stoop” on which were seats, and which 
was reached by a broad flight of steps. Tho houso and tho 
verandah w’cre almost embowered in plants and shrubs and fruit 
trees. Grape-clusters hung in huge masses along its sides. 
Tho tulip tree and the hemlock, and. the enormous willow — so 
unlike, in dimensions, tho willow which Nat associated in memory 
chiefly wi<jh burial grounds at home — were planted hero and 
there near the house. The lake glittered, pure and cold in the 
now chilly moonlight. The yellow lights streaming from tho 
windows of the house filled Nat with a wild yearning for shelter 
and friends and welcome, and a bittar sense of his own desola- 
tion. The whole scene made up fitly the home of a poet— even 
Nat was conscious of a sense of its beauty borne in upon him 
with a rush of thought that the world was full of such homes 
and scenes, and of happiness, and success, and brilliancy — and 
love ; and that he was out in the cold from everything. 
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Ho wandered round and round the house, and even ventured 
to peer in through a window here and there, hut the blinds in- 
side were all drawn dow^n, and he could see nothing. He could 
hear many voices, however, ai#d animated talk, and after a while 
ho heard music. Then some pf the windows on the verandah, 
\vhich opened level to its floor, were raised, and people came out 
on the verandah and the steps. Nat hid himself behind a little 
clump of trees in the shadow. 

Mario Challoner came oijt with her host and stood on the 
stops. She had a white cloud ” round her head and shoulders. 
Nat could hear her voice, though he did not catcli the words she 
spoke, and she seemed to bo animated with a sort of reckless 
good spirits. She brought her liost down to the verge of the 
little lake, and several of the company followed them there; and 
she insisted, apparently, on getting into the boat. ‘Nat could see 
that Sir John Challoner and their Jiost appeared to remonstrato 
with lier good-humouredly, but that she would n^t bo persuaded 
out of her enterprise, and so she got into tho boat, and anotlkjr 
girl with her — a slight, fragile American, looking like the ghost 
of a girl beside tho full, ncble figure of Lady Disdain. Lady 
Disdain took the oars and practised the craft she had learned of 
old Merlin in Durowoods w'ators wlien she was a little girl, and 
witli a few light, strong strokes, sent the boat shooting across the 
little lake and under the bridge and up to where the water grew 
narrow in its basin, and whore tho feeding stream poured in. So 
the boat disappeared out of tho moonlight, and was lost among 
trees and shadows, but when it had gone Nat could hear that 
Mario was singing in her full, deep contralto voice. How happy 
she is— how happy they are all I poor Nat thought, and he almost 
hated her for being happy, because jsho had scorned him. 

Again ho heard the plash of tho oars, and hp saw several of 
the company run round the edge of the lake and station them- 
selves on the bridge to see tho English girl shoot her boat be- 
neath. Nat emerged boldly and stood upon tho lawn^ There 
were several stray spectators lounging about, and there were 
gardeners and “ helps,” and Nat had no fhar of being noticed by 
any one except Sir John Challoner, whom he would take good 
care to avoid, and Nat had eye^ like a lynx. Straight under tho 
bridge and into tho moonlight shot tlie boat, swift and black, 
across the water. Marie as tho rower had her back turned to 
Nat. Her "cloud” had fallen round her shoulders, and her 
thick hair was seen. Then as the boat darted in towards the 
bank tho rower suddenly fested upon her oars, and turned quickly 
round to see whither she was impelling herself, and Nat saw her 
face full in tho moonlight, with tho pale forehead and the care- 
less hair coming low on it, and tho sparkling eyes and the lips 
firmly set with the eagerness of her exorcise and her responsi- 
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bility as a rower. Then the boat touched the shore, and before 
any one could come to her help Marie had leaped out and taken 
her fragile companion under the arms and landed her lightly on 
the bank. ^ 

Nat drew back to the sheltei of his clump of trees, and he 
heard laughing and talking and moving feet, and in a few 
moments the lawn and the verandah were lonely and silent 
again. 

He hung about the house, abo^ut the plantation, and on the 
lawn for hours. He heard music now and then, and some men 
occasionally came on the veiandali an^ smoked and talked. Nat 
saw Sir John Ghalloncr among the rest. Then all these disap- 
peared, and the sounds from within the house grew less and less, 
and at last tlje lights in the room where the company had been 
were put out, and Nat saw negro helps bustling about here and 
there, and he crouched on the ground among the trees to escape 
discovery. All was quiet at length. Lights twinkled in rooms 
on the verandah level and above, which Nat assumed to be bed- 
rooms. Ho felt very miserable, and wished now that he had not 
come on this idle expedition. What was the good of seeing her 
for a few moments ? Where was ho to go now ? Suppose he 
should bo found lurking like a robber, near the house, and treated 
as a robber, or turned from the grounds with ridicule and dis- 
grace ? 

At that moment a window on the verandah opened and Marie 
Challoner herself came out and stood in the moonlight. She 
leaned on the railing and looked over the scene. Dear Lady 
Disdain was not inclined to sleep. She had forced herself into 
spirits ^11 the evening, and now the reaction had come. Perhaps 
it was merely the physical reaction which affected her. Perhaps 
it was the resemblance which she fancied that she saw between 
the whole place and that Durewoods home from which and from 
all its sweet associations she now began to regard herself as 
parted. She was very melancholy — depressed almost beyond 
endurance, and she had panted to bo alone for a moment, and in 
the open air — the cold,' clear night air. 

Nat Cramp was quite near to her— so near that if he emerged 
for one moment from behind his trees into the moonlight of the 
lawn she m^glit have seen him— perhaps must have seen him. 
He was so near that he could hear every rustle of her dress as 
she moved, so near that he held his breath lest she should hear 
him breathe and take alarm. Sometimes an insane desire seized 
him to come boldly forward and speak to her, and then he thought 
of her anger, her scorn, the certain exposure and ridicule. More 
than once he thought of going down into the little lake and lying 
there ; and it fascinated him to picture the sensation whicn would 
bo created when next morning his body should be found, and she 
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at least must then know that his feelings were deep, and that ho 
hated life, and knew how to die. 

She bent her head down upon the railing of the verandah, 
and he suddenly knew that sheihad burst into tears. lie heard 
her sobbing. He gave a cry o| rage and despair which startled 
her very quickly from her hysterical mood, and made her stand 
up ashamed, affrighted, with wonder and excitement. But he 
heeded nothing. He had lost even all sense of dread at the pos- 
sibility of discovery. Ho ran^through the plantation, crushing 
among the trees in his blind wild flight. He reached the avenue 
and tore furiously along iMintil he {Mutually ran against the gate. 
He scrambled over somehow, and gained the open road, and 
threw himself down there, panting, exhausted, indifferent for 
the moment whether he were pursued or i^ot, discovered or not. 

But he was not pursued. Nobody thought of*him. When 
Marie’s first alarm was over, and she could see nothing, and only 
heard a crash among the trees, she thought it nqist have been 
some dog or other animal loose in the plantation. She retreated 
very quickly to her room, however, and waited for a while with 
beating heart; but as she heard no further sound outside the 
house, and heard within the house the subdued, reassuring tread 
and voices of servants, she thought little more of the occurrence 
which had startled her. So when he had lain long on the road 
outside the gato poor Nat got up and slowly draggm himself to 
ihe steamer pier. Ho would hang about anywhere until the 
morning, he thought, and then go back to New York by the first 
stcam()r, and return to England to see his mother’s grave. Even 
his death now, he believed, would hardly interest Miss Challoner, 
for he told himself with agony that she was sobbing because of 
that fellow from Japan.” 
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CHAPTEB XXVIIL 

IN THE SAME BOAT. 

Two or three weeks after the time of the last chapter, Christmas 
Pembroke was in London one streaming night of rain and wind. 
He had been leading a strange sofe of life lately. He had 
severed himself from all association with acquaintances, and 
passed a moody, lonely, semi-savage existence. He had not for 
some time eyen written to Dionc Lyle, and for aught she knew 
he might have been on his way to Japan. He had deliberately 
abstained from writing to her because he feared that she would 
try to prevail on him to leave England before the Challoners 
should return, and ho had not the courage to confess to her the 
hope and the purpose which kept him in London and upheld 
him in life. He felt himself for tbto present a sort of enemy to 
the htiman race, so bitter had ho grown in his exaggerated sense 
of the treachery of Sir John Challoncr. 

This particular night ho turned into a colonial club, of which 
he was a member, to see something about the mail steamer next 
expected from New York. As be was passing out again through 
the hall he suddenly ran against Mr. Ronald Vidal. Of all men 
he, Christmas, would have avoided him. They ought to be 
enemies, Christmas thought ; it would bo a relief to him if they 
were ; .and yet they were not. 

On the contrary, Mr. Vidal was more friendly than usual, for 
instead of passing on with the genial “ How do ? ” and graceful 
nod which constitute our warm-hearted English way of acknow- 
ledging an acquaintance, ho came to a stand, .and had evidently 
something to say to Christmas. It ought perhaps to have been 
a mortal defiance in order to Tall in with Christmas’s mood ; but 
it was not. 

" Seen the Challoners yet 1 They Vo come, don’t you know ? 
Vidal added, observing that Christmas looked as if he did not 
quite understand. 

“ Have they come ? I didn’t know — you didn’t expect them 
this week I thought.” 

" No ; Clialloner had to cut things a little shorter than he 
intended. They came by Havre.” 

" Oh ! Are they in London ? ” 

"No; they have gone to Durewoods— only passed through 
town. Challoner will be here to-morrow or next day. Mis& 
Challoncr won’t come to town— just for the present.” 
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Christmas thought ho knew what that meant, and his heart 
beat fiercely. 

"I hear you are going bade to Japan— is that so?” Vidal 
askod. 1 

Ves ; I am going back.” ^ 

• “You don't like us here— can't stand our winter fogs, I 
suppose ? Well, such beastly weather as this would make one 
glad to get out of England anywhere. We shall see you before 
you go, I hope ? ” Mr. Vidal •added with a faint consciousness 
now growing up within hijji that Christmas being considered as 
a stranger in London he really oiighlf to have been more attentive 
to him and to have had him to dinner at his club or Greenwich 
or somewhere. 

(Christmas said something civil in reply, and tJi^y went their 
ways. Short as their conversation was, it was about the longest 
they had ever carried on togetlier. TJicy had never seemed to 
approach each other in the least. From the fijst our young 
hero had felt a dislike to Vidal, not unnaturally, althougii 
perhaps very unreasonably. ^ lie disliked him first because ho 
was a young man of position whom Sir John Challoner would 
evidently like to have as a husband for his daughter; and moro 
lately because Vidal was apparently destined to hold that place. 
On this substantial basis of antipathy it was easy to construct 
3 lany little separate objections and dislikes, and Christmas 
tound great fault with a man who cared about lace and old china. 
Mr. Vidal had not the slightest ill-feeling to Christmas, about 
whom indeed he hardly over thought at all. Like most persons 
who are quick in observing externals and noticing littlo weak- 
nesses, Vidal had scarcely any perception of character or faculty 
of arriving at the real feelings of •others, and he had novci* 
supposed that his approaching marriage with Marie Challoner 
could concern Pembroke in any way. 

Christmas felt his heart beating so quickly as to bo painful 
and almost unbearable when he left Vidal. They had come then, 
and she was in Durowoods again, and evidently she was soon to 
be married — ^and meantime what was ho to do ? How hopeless, 
how insane now seemed that purpose which had kept him alive 
while yet the ocean was between them and the purpose was only 
a vision ! What a romantic madman ho must prove himself to 
be I People would pity him, or laugh at him. She would blame 
him perhaps, and ho should have to leave England with her 
words of blame and the l^owledgo that ho had offended her for 
his farewell ! 

No matter. Blame or contempt, anger or laughter might fall 
on him-y-what did it matter to him now ? After all, what he 
was going to do was very simple. It was only to ask a girl who had 
always &cn kind and friendly beyond measure to lot him see 
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her for a few moments and say good-bye to her in person before 
lie left England for ever, and then while they were together just 
to tell her in plain simple words that ho was not in love with any 
other girl, that ho had never drd.mcd of marrying any othen girl. 
And oven if he should be carrioJ a little further and should say 
ho had loved and did still only love her— what harm would that 
-do to her ? What kindly-hearted woman would think the worse 
-of him for that? He would leave her in a moment, and she 
would be troubled with him n<? more. Why should she bo 
angry with him for his tribute of a hopeless love that asked not 
even a word of kindness inn.-cturn ? 

Christmas hurried to his lodgings, and packed up a few 
things and wrote a few letters and put his affairs, such as they 
were, as mu(!h as possible in order. For ho was determined that 
his leaving London — when he had seen her for the last time — 
should be rapid as a llight. Ho w^ould go* to Durewoods to- 
morrow by the earliest train, he would endeavour to see lier at 
©nee, and that interview over he would hasten to Miss Lyle’s, 
say a few words of good-bye, then back to London, and fly thence 
across the Continent to take pas^ge for the East in the flrst 
steamer that would receive him on board. Dioue Ijyle knew 
nothing of his rush to Hurewoods or its purpose. When it was 
over she might guess it if she would, but there would bo little 
time for guessing anything then. 

He smoked many cigars and walked up and down his room 
and thought a great deal and burst out every now and then into 
wild fragments of song and felt very much as a man might do on 
the eve of a battle or a duel. He did not go to sleep until very 
late and ho had to be up early. lie anticipated his hour of 
rising several times, fearing.he had overslept himself, and sprang 
-out of bed and turned his gas full on and looked at his watch 
only to find that there were houi’s yet, between him and the time 
for starting. 

At *last ho got up and found that it was six o’clock. His 
drain was to leave at half-pasf seven. The station was but a few 
minutes* walk from his chambers. Ho tried lo look out of his 
windows, but there was a driving rdin plashing against the 
panes, and a fierce wind was shaking the trees and rattling the 
window-fraines, and there was outside a denser than midnight 
darkness. It suited his mood of mind, this furious winter 
weather, this wind and this fog; ho was grimly glad it was not 
-•summer or even a bright winter’s day, He wondered to himself 
how the hollow among the trees at Durewoods where he and she 
had stood alone that first day — ^would look on such a day as this. 
He determined that after he had seen her for the last time he 
would go and stand there — and so bear with him into Ihis exilo 
41 memory of the place not gladdened by summer and soft blue 
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skioR, and her sweet companionship, hut lonely, wintry, scourged 
with rain and tossed with cruel wind. 

“ It’s a pity I can’t see her there to-day for the last time,” ho 
said half aloud in his excitemcnl and bitterly. “ That would Ix) 
something like what they call tJb irony of fate indeed ! ” 

Tlien to bo prepared for everything and make sure that na 
time should bo lost, he sat down and wrote a few lines to Miss 
Clialloner, saying ho particularly wished to speak to her before 
he left England, and asking if Jho might see her. He made hia 
request as sfimplo and friendly as possible, avoiding all appear- 
ance of high-tragedy airs. ^ He putitho note .iftto an envelope, 
and wrote on the envelope her name and address. Then he tore 
off that envelope and burned it at the gas; and he wrote on 
.mother only tho words “ Miss Challoncr,i’ without any address, 
i’or h(3 thought that in tho remote possibility of Bis losing the 
letter on the way — tho most unlikely, surely, of all imaginable 
contingencies — or of tho train breaking down, or anything what- 
cvoi happening to prevent him from presenting the letter at the 
Durewoods Hall himself, would be much better that it should 
not be found and sent on by nny other person. Then he put the 
letter into the breast pocket of his overcoat, and opened his door 
find went out. 

Such a morning for a trip to the sea-shore ! The streets wore 
•"oserted, although it was past seven; tho wind blew the rain in 
falioets along them ; the jots of gas in the lamps winked and blinked 
every now and then as if they shrank and cowered before the 
gusts. The great railway station looked utterly forlorn; it 
seemed hardly possible to believe that there could be any evidence 
of such life and activity as the starting of a train on such a 
morning. Christmas really had ^n absurd misgiving os ho 
entered the station that the officials would tell him there was no 
train for Durewoods that day. This misgiving, however, was 
not realised. The train was to go its way independently ol 
wind, darkness, and the pains of wild young lovers. Christmas 
got into a carriage and tortured bimself with wishing {hat the 
moment was come for the train to start. It wanted not quite ten 
minutes of the half-hotrr; but Christmas chafed about these 
ten minutes as if the train was doing him some personal injustice 
by not starting before its time, or as if it mattcied'iu tho least 
to him even though it were an hour behind it. 

The ten minutes did at last pass away, and the train left the 
station. All was blackness outside except where a flash of gas 
now and then streamed across the windows and allowed a 
glimpse of rain-beaten roofs and chimney tops. There were two 
or three other passengers in Christmas’s carriage, but he spoke to 
nobody? Could it be that through this wind, rain, and darkness 
it was possible to arrive at Durewoods, and its memories of the 
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sun and the bright water and Marie Challoner? Could it be 
that Mario Challoner herself was now there ? Could anything in 
life ever be bright again ? 

The livid spectral morning at ttist crept over the fields. The 
rain gradually abated, and towarcH noon a dismal glint of ghostly 
sunlight broke through the clouds. Then this again was lost ia 
masses of hcaped-up cloud which the wind drove together. The 
rain and wind seemed to l)o contending which should i)ut down 
the other. At present the wind appeared in a fair way to 
succeed, although every now and then a reinforcing gush of rain 
occupied the landscape to* show tuat the contest was not 
yet over. 

The train reached the junction where Christmas had to leave 
the main traqjc and take the little branch line which led to the 
sea. Only one other passenger besides himself got out here. 
Christmas did not look at the other, but the other looked at^him 
curiously, wondcringly, and then came up to him, and Christ- 
mas, to his amazement, recognized the face and figure of 
Nathaniel Cramp. 

“ Why, Cramp ! What on earth brings you hero ? I thought 
you were four or five thousand miles away/* 

have come back, Mr. Pembroke— as you see. But I 
thought you had left England before this.** 

“Take your ifiaces, gentlemen,*' cried the railway guard. 
“ Train for Bayraouth ** the little port from which they wore to 
cross to Durewoods. 

“Are you going to Durewoods?” Christmas asked as they 
took their places, with a faint hope that Cramp was perhaps not 
going there, and very reluctant to be troubled with his or any 
uthcr society just then. 

“ Yes, I'm go*ng to Durewoods,” Nathaniel answered grimly. 
“ Are you ? ” And he chafed at the notion of Christmas going 
there. 

“ I am going there— yes. But what on earth has brought you 
back from the States, Cramp?* I thought you were getting on 
famously there.” 

“ So I was. My way was open there.* But a sacred call has 
brought me back; and I am going to Durewoods to perform a 
sacred duty.”* 

Christmas looked up surprised. 

“ I am going to see my mother's grave and to raise a monu- 
ment to her.** 

Christmas's heart was touched in a’ moment. He had not 
heard of the death of Nat's mother— indeed ho had for some 
tinae been engrossed solely with his own affairs and disap- 
pointments, Now he felt rcjpentant for having wished to get 
rid of poor Nat, seeing that Nat had lost his mother. There- 
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fore he did his very best to show that ho could feel for the poor 
fellow’s loss. 

“ I am very unfortunate, Mr. Pembroke.” 

" Never mind the ' Mr.,* Cn mp. We arc brothers in mis- 
fortune I think— in many ways.*^’’ 

I believe we aro,** Nat interposed, with an emphasis which 
evon then struck Christmas as a little odd. But almost every- 
thing about Nat was odd, and Christmas thought the loss of his 
mother had made his manner particularly wild now. Even grief 
somehow failed to render poor Cramp quite tragic or heroic. 
There was always a dash of* the ludicious about him. 

Christmas drew him to talk about his mother, and his pros- 
poetp and plans. Nat spoke with vague and awful foreboding 
about somo mysterious fate, which ho geomed to, regard as 
certainly impending over him. All that did not much impress 
our hero, however, lie remembered with mingled pain and 
humour his meeting with Nat on the Durowoods p’cr, when Nat 
talked £0 grandly and tragically and they both presently fell into* 
tho sea. 

As the train neared BaymdUth they ceased to talk. Christmas 
found his anxiety and impatience become almost intolerable, and 
Nat remained buried it, gloom. The sea came in sight. It was 
lossing in sharp broken waves, and was a livid greenish grey 
undfjr a grey sky, from which even tho wind that still blew 
fiercely could not pack tho clouds away. 

“ Looks wild, don’t it ? ” said Nat. 

** Very wild indeed. I wish wo wore across,” Christmas said, 
in an impatient and vexed tone, not thinking about any danger 
ill crossing, but only of any possible difficulty or delay. 

" Perhaps we may not get across oyer,” said Nat, tragically. 

“ Why not ? Of course wo shall get across.” , 

“These waves are deep and wild,” the prophet of evil 
gloomily remarked. 

“ Why, Cramp ” — and Christmas laughed an impatient Jaugh 
— “you’ve crossed the ocean twied, and you must have seen 
rougher seas than that. You ought not to 6e alarmed.” 

“ Oh, 1 ain’t alarmed !— I am not alarmed, I mean. No, not 
in the least. The waves don’t matter to me.*' 

“Baymouth!” called the guard, as the train ran up to tho 
little station. Christmas leaped out and made for the pier, not 
waiting to see whether Nat followed him. Pembroke's mind 
misgave him, and ho tormented himself by conjuring up obstacles 
and difficulties to prevent him from getting on. The first sight 
of the pier confirmed his forebodings. No Saucy Lass or other 
steamer was there. But that was nothing, he thought. She was 
delayed ih her trip from Durewoods by the wind and weather. 
Bhe would be here presently. The delay was vexatious, however. 
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But Nathaniel, who had not hastened so wildly from the 
station, had time to get some news there, which he brought to 
Christmas now with the morose satisfaction of one who is rather 
pleased by anything that crosse^he mood of any one else. The 
Saucy Lass had received a severb injury to her machinery that 
morning owing to the weather. She had been rescued from utter 
destruction by a chance steamer of much larger size, which had 
towed her into a little port near, and there she ^'as helpless for 
the present. There would be w steamer to Durowoods tliat 
day, and possibly not even the next day. 

Christmas assailed the railway-gmird and station-master, who 
were, however, utterly indifFercnt, and who blandly explained 
that their company and their lino had no more to do with the 
steamer traffic than he, Christmas, had. Were there no people 
about w-ho had anything to do with the steamer? No, the 
officials thought not ; they had probably gone round to the port 
where she was now laid up. Moreover, the station-master 
calmly expressed a doubt whether '' anything much ” would come 
of their being near at hand, seeing that they certainly had noother 
steamer ready. Further, he infomied Christmas that the Saucy 
Lass often did not move from the pier for days in winter, when 
the weather was bad, like now ” ; there were so few people 
who wanted to cross to Durewoods in such a season. 

“ But if people want to go, and have to go— what then ? ” 

Then ho supposed the Saucy Lass could take them. But she 
couldn't take any one to-day, anyhow. 

'' Surely you don't mean to say there is no way of getting to 
Durewoods to-day ? ” 

There was the road; but that went all round the bay — a 
matter of thirty miles and more. 

*'Come, that can bo accomplished. Is there any sort oi 
carriage or conveyance to be had in this confounded place ? ” 

The answer was decisive. There was none whatever, 

“Great heavens! what a place; what a country; what a 
people! Think of this,— Ciftimp— you who have been in the 
States I " Christmas bxclaimed. Thereupon the station-master 
set them down as two Yankees dispaVaging the institutions of 
Old England, and ho withdrew from the consultation. 

“ A boat,” said Christmas, “ can't we have a boat? ” But ho 
thought of the hours it would take to cross to Durewoods with 
iuch a sea running, and such a wind blowing; and ho began to 
despair. 

A friendly porter offered a suggestion. The bay took an 
immense stretch inland— just there. If they could get a Itoat— 
if any one would give his boat in such weather, they could run 
across that stretch of sea to Portstone pier — a matter of five 
miles of water, and that would cut off more than twenty miles of 
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road. They then would ho less tlian ten miles from Durewoods, 
and they might get a carriage at Portstone. Besides, if they 
only ran in for Portstone pier they would have the wind right 
behind them all the way. I 

Christmas was delighted with the suggestion, and thrust a 
<^rown-piecc into the hand of the man who had made it. Filled 
'vfth gratitude for this generosity the porter set to work to help 
him to get a boat. This ^yas hard work. The fishers were all at 
sea— had been out some <lays.^ There was only ono small boat 
available anyhow, and only a couple of boys to row it, and their 
mother seemed a good d(^l alarmed at the thought of their 
venturing out in such weather, although the lads themselves 
were eager for the enterprise and the pay. 

Christmas and the railway porter and Ahe boys declared that 
there was not the slightest danger. The wind was falling, and 
anyhow it would be with them for Portstone that far. 

“ You don’t want to go to-day particularly, Cramp,” said 
Pombjokc, turning to him. "You needn’t como if you think 
tlicro is any risk. I have a special reason for going to-day.” 

"Have you, Mr. Pembroke?” Nat said, with deepengd 
emphasis. " Then so have I. Pm going in that boat.” And he 
wildly waved all objection away. 

" Well, then, look here ; if you will go 

" I will go. I have said it.” 

* Very well— can you pull an oar ? ” 

"I used to pull an oar often — on the lake in St. James’s 
Park.’,’ 

Christmas shrugged his shoulders. 

" Well, no matter. I don’t think it will be much a matter of 
rowing at all. With any scrap of a^ail— I’ll manage it— we’ll 
run across as quickly as a bird; and wo needn’t tako these lads 
at all. We’ll leave the boat at Portstone, and have it sent back 
to-morrow.” 

" That’s the best thing to do,” said the railway porter; with 
an approving nod. • 

The proposal was a great relief to the hciothcr and a corres- 
ponding disappointment to the boys. Christmas gave the lads a 
shilling a-pieco and that reconciled them to safety on shore. He 
paid what the woman asked for the hire of the boat, Vhich was 
not very much, for she was an honest creature who declined even 
to consider the possibility of her boat being lost or injured. 

" Do you really think that there is danger? ” Nat asked in a 
low tone, and with a treilior of the h*p, which Christmas set 
dqwn to fear. 

" Why do you ask me that ? ” 

" Not taking the boys, you know.” 

I don’t think there’s any danger. I have told you that I 

T 
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particularly want to get to Durcwoorla to-day— and being- 
drowned would not bring me there. But if yon think there is 
any danger. Cramp, why on earth do you go ? It will be a case of 
a straight run under sail ; and tlie boat doesn’t turn bottom 
upwards she can’t help getting^over to Portstone, and I don’t 
want anybody.” r 

" I am not afraid of the danger,” Nat replied, with a sickly 
smile. “It isn’t that, IMr. Pembroke; you aro quite wrong; 
never were more out of your reckoning in all your life.” 

"Como along, then! Now, boys to launch her.” A littlo 
crowd of boys and girls had‘’got round*. “ You had better get in, 
Cramp, and sit in the stern. I’ll jump in after.” 

"Watch yonr time,” the railway porter recommended, 
"watch your time. There’s a stiff wave coming.” ITo, too, pre- 
pared to lend a hand. The oars were put in, and tho little mast 
shipped, and the sail — a small square thing — reefed up for tho 
moment, and Nat scrambled into the boat and sat in the stern. 

" Take my coat, Cramp,” Christmas called out, as he pulled 
off and handed to Nat his thick Ulster overcoat, which threatened 
to be in his way during the rough work of launching the boat. 
" Now, then, lads, all together.” 

Christmas and the railway porter and the two boys, with 
various amateur assistance, ran tho boat down to tho very edge of 
tho surf. 

" Lie down, Cramp,” Christmas called, " it’s the best thing 
you can do for the moment; ” and Nat threw himself down. 

Then with a rush they sent the boat sliding on tho back of a 
receding wave, and when Christmas had given a final push ho 
sprang upon its how, and got lightly in and seized an oar, ready 
to pnsh off from tho shores if needs were. But the wave took 
them fairly out and tossed them all dancing and whirling round 
to another wave ; and wind, sea, and all were making for them, 
so that when Nat Cramp struggled into a sitting posture they 
were atfeady a long way froii^tho line of littlo figures still gazing 
after them. , 

“ Are our things in, Cramp ? " 

"Tho two portmanteaus? Oh, yes; and your coat, Mr. 
Pembroke?*.” 

" I shan’t put it on. Holding this sheet and managing this 
sail will keep mo -warm enough. I think. Cramp, I had better 
steer unless you aro quite sure of yourself?” 

" It's so very rough— it tosses one go.” 

" Well, it isn’t like St. James’s Park. No matter ; I can 
manage it all. In fact there’s nothing to do but to keep her 
head up and run right for Portstone with such a wind and sea 
OB thisk” 

The wind had abated somewhat, but it was still strong, anct 
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the sea was very rough. Christmas now had got his little sail all 
right and was seated in the stern holding the sheet and manag- 
ing the rudder at once. Cramp sat in the bow. The stout little 
boat tumbled about a good dej, and Nat, despite his longing for 
death, sometimes started a little when the bow was deep down in 
greyish green valley and some great wave seemed about to fall 
upon it. Christmas felt his spirits rise immensely. There was 
something exhilarating in this battle with the sea and the know- 
h'dge that so much depended ftpon his eye and hand. For there 
was enough of wind and sta to mal^ a small boat with a square 
sail a dangerous vessel for a clumsy hand or an uncertain eye. 

Tlio two companions did not speak much at first; it needed 
something like a shout to be heard through the wind and waves. 

“ It's very cold ! ” cried Nat. * 

'' What do you say ? ” his fellow- voyager shouted. 

It’s very cold ! 

t*ut on my coat, Cramp ; I don’t want it— I couldn’t wear >t 
— 1 am very warm ; put it on.” 

Nat managed to put it not without greatly shaking their 
little ark. 

Bnt I say, don’t jump about in that way, Cramp, or you’ll 
capsize us ! It wouldn’t take much to do it.” 

Nat crawled along the scats until lie had got his head under 
11 j sail and within easier speaking distance of Christmas. IIo 
looked particularly livid and ghastly, and Christmas assumed 
that lie was terribly frightened. 

“ I wish you w^ould keep quiet. Cramp,” iio said. Thero 
i'^n’t the remotest danger as long as you keep quiet and don’t 
capsize us.” 

The sky was all grey and dark,* and the dull green of the 
sea, brightened by no ray or relief from above, had something 
funereal and boding in it. 

Wouldn’t it be an odd thing,” Nat said, ** if you and, mfo— 
I mean to say you and I— Avcrc to bo drowned hero to-day ? ” 

“ It wouldn’t be at all odd if you keeptnoving about in that 
way.” • 

Nat laughed defiantly. 

You saved mo once off Durewoods pier, Mr. •Pembroke. 
You couldn’t savo me in that sea now.” 

“ No, Cramp— nor myself.” 

“ Not much chance for us there ? ” 

” Not any, I should say^’ 

” I saw a sail — far off yonder. She couldn’t savo us ? ” 

Christmas shook his head. 

“ Eveni if she saw us wo should be down among the dead men 
long before she could bear down upon us, I fancy. For which 
reason, my good fellow, keep quiet.” 
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" But, Mr. Pembroke, I don't know why I should want to lire, 
I'm sick of life — I hate it all." 

Well, Cramp, I don't know that I have any great motive in 
living. But I want to live for thfs day anyhow. Wait till to- 
morrow or next day, and then perhaps 1 should care as little 
about living and be just as heroic as you.” * 

Christmas spoke with a kind of contempt for Nat, whom he 
believed to bo only in ono of his familiar mock-heroic moods,, a 
little swollen by the excitement of the situation. 

" To-morrow? ” Nat screajmed, like^ne frenzied with sudden 
passion and despair. ** To-morrow ! I know what that means ! 
No, no ! To-day's our time ! Wc’ll never see Durewoods again, 
you and I. You will never see her I ” And ho jumped up in the 
boat and gesticulated fiko a madman, as he shouted “ Hurrah, 
huiTah ! ” 

“ By the Lord, Cramp, you’ve done it now ! ” Christmas cried. 
He flung himsblf to the other side of the boat, tried in one 
terrible moment to keep her steady, to keep her head up ; was 
conscious of a bewildering sensation, as if the whole world were 
upturning, and the sky and sea crashing down upon him to- 
gether, and in another instant the boat turned over and the two 
young men were in the waves. 
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HOME AGAIN. 

The dial loners wcro homo again in Durewoods. They had 
crossed the Atlantic in winter, and were lucky enough to have 
some calm seas ; and Sin John observed with pleasure that on 
more than one clear and cold da^, when the waters were quiet 
enough to allow of pleasant walks on deck, Mario sliowed unusu- 
ally good spirits and seemed to enter a little into the enjoyment 
of existence again. lie had watched hhr with some uneasiness 
as she sat on deck the day they wcro leaving Now York. The 
steamer was crowded with friends taking leave of friends whom 
the vessel was to bear away, and there was a great deal of kissing 
and embracing, and there vrero many tearful eyes. Sir John 
observed with wonder aric^ anxiety that his daughter sat there 
cold, apathetic, and silent, looking on the emotional crowd out 
of eyes that seemed hardly to take an interest in anything. His 
mind misgave him. Was she really unha^ipy, or was her once 
magnificent physical health giving way ? 

Therefore, when they were fairly on the ocean, and she 
brightened up, and talked to people, and seemed like her old 
self— perhaps a little exaggerated at times — he was greatly 
cheered. There was a handsome vivacious young French naval 
officer on board who seemed to lose his heart at onco to Lady 
Disdain, and with whom Lady Disdain was pleased to talk a 
great deal— and if it were not Lady Disdain one might perhaps 
even say to flirt a great deal — and her spirits sometimes seemed 
to rise almost too high. But Sir John was reassured and 
delighted. all right,” ho said to himself. “She will bo 

perfectly happy yet. When she is married and settled in* London 
life and moving in society she will bo as fcappy as a queen.” Ho 
felt little fear thencefor^^ard even when her bursts of high spirits 
were followed occasionally by hours of gloom and apathy ; oven 
when ho observed that the first sight of the shores of her own 
country made her start as if in repugnance or dismay. 

Ilonald Vidal met them at Southampton. He looked very 
handsome, and blushed in almost a boyish way when ho saw 
Marie. She hold her hand out to him, and said “ How are you, 
Eonald ? ” and Bonald took her hand, but seemed somehow a 
little dashed by this reception, and he did not kiss her. 

BoQald went off presently to see about having their trunks 
quickly through the Custom-house, and Sir John war. left alone 
for a few moments with his daughter. 
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** I think you frip;litencd our young squire, Marie.” 

" How so, dear ? ” 

" Well, I don’t know ; you were not very warm iu your recep- 
tion 0 ? him, I thought.” c 

“ Was I not 1 I meant to bo "s^ry friendly.” ^ 

“Ho didn’t ventiirc to kiss you,” Sir John said with a smile. 

“ AVould it have been the right thing to do ? ” 

“ Well, I don’t know wliotlier there is much either right or 
wrong about it under the circumstances. But I should think ho 
might have ventured.” 

Oh, yes; if it is the right thing to do. But I really didn’t 
know. I suppose he hardly expected mo to kiss him. I confess 
I am not equal to thai” 

“lie seemed a little discouraged, I thought,” Sir John said. 

“ Some people are so easily discouraged,” his daughter replied. 

“Here lie comes,” her father said liastily in an undertone, 
rather glad that the conversation was brought to a close. 

* They got through the Custom-house, and Ronald had 
engaged a carriage for them in the express to London. 

“ Mario looks pale, I think,” Ronald said when they were in 
motion. 

“ Everybody tolls mo I am looking pale,” she said, with a 
touch of petulance in her voice. “ I aiu perfectly well. I am in 
rude and vulgar health. But it is so cold and wet here— how 
could any one help looking pale? lias it been raining all the 
time, Ronald?” 

“ A good deal. It’s been a very dreary time to me, Marie,” 

“ Indeed? I didn’t think you cared about the weather.” 

“ You know I don’t ; and you know it wasn’t that.” 

“ What have you been doing all the time ? I saw that you 
have been speaking: wo got the papers — and I read the speeches, 
and liked them very much.” A burst of kindness dictated her 
words, for she thought he did seem dashed, and she asked 
herself what earthly right she had to find fault with him and 
make him uncomfortable. “And you are quite a public man 
now! Leading articles in the papers about you! The Times 
insists that what you said was entirely inappropriate and unsea- 
sonable, and I don’t know what else; and the Daily Netvs declares 
that you saict just the right thing at the right time. I agree with 
the Daily News” 

Ronald was perfectly happy now. Ho started off with a 
full account of all that he had done and said, and why he did it 
and said it, and what everybody said to him about it: how 
his father told him that if he kept on that way and dropped 
his confounded play-houses (“And settled myself dqwn in 
life,” Ronald added, with a glanco at Mario) he might come to 
something ; and how Gladstone complimented him ; and Diixy 
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was wonderfully civil in his reply ; and how Bright came up to 
liim in the smoking-room and told him ho had made a fino speech, 
but rccoinraeiided him to uso shorter words, and to study the 
early English poets, and not tp quote too much Latin— “ And 
lie’s right, by Jove!” Mr. Virtal exclaimed, ‘'and Bright’s the 
only great-real ly great — artist in oratory that wo have, Marie.” 
lie streamed away with a good deal more of iioliiical talk, and 
ho was very much delighted with Mario and himself and every- 
thing else. , 

Marie’s cheek brightened a little now and then. This did 
scorn a fairer prospect thaA a life spent with financiers and the 
magnates of the railway and men whoso talk was not of oxen, 
but of bulls and bears. She did think that it would be something 
to move in a society made up of great political chjofs and their 
followers. She had even across the Atlantic read with a certain 
kmdling pride of the speeches made by her lover just towards 
ihe clo.'0 of the Session, and of the comments and prilicisms they 
called forth ; and she felt convinced that there was in Ronald 
Vidal a capacity to rise in politics, and in herself a capacity to 
undorstuud them. Sho told him in a foV warm words how glad 
she was that lie had made such a success. 

I owe it all to you,” he said in a low tone. 

Ronald Vidal should then, if ho only could have known, and 
the fates and the railway had allowed, have taken her hand in 
liis and kissed her boldly, perhaps twice, and gone instantly away 
and left her to think of him all the rest of the day and the oven- 
ji'g, with a favourable recollection and with something like the 
sense of having willingly given up her life to make part of his. 
But Mr. Vidal did not know this, and did not think about it ; 
and in any case the express was rt^iing along at full speed for 
London, and ho could laot possibly get out except with the 
result of making a corpse of himself. Therefore ho remained 
by Ma)ie’s side and talked to her while Sir John read the 
newspaper. 

Mr. Vidal was now made so ‘happy that he became quite 
himself again, and fearing lest Mario slio\ild bo bored with too 
much politics ho passed bn to personal nows. Ho told her about 
various persons whom she knew, and ever so many more whom sho 
did not know. He told her of the new actors and*singers, and 
the winter exhibitions of pictures, and all the latest fashions, 
whimsies, and fads of society. Ho had no end of descriptions 
of this, that, and tho other lady, and her dress, and her drawing- 
room, and her china. He’ talked of marriages which were coming 
off, and once or twice he began some story of private life in this 
or that family, and suddenly broke off in the middle and seemed 
a littlo**confuscd ; and altogether ho did not show to so much 
advantage as when they were talking of politics. 
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Marie wondered how so clever a young man just entering on 
so interesting and noble a career could care for all the things ho 
was now talking about. She wondered ho did not ask her about 
anything she had seen in all the ^ travels that seemed to her so 
marvellous and delightful: and she even asked him why ho 
didn't ask her anything of the kind. So lie had then to express 
a polite desire to hear everything : but lie did not listen to any- 
thing long. Mr. Vidal was not good as a listener, and he did 
not care a straw for travel, except as a means of meeting new 
men and women. There was hardly anything Marie had to toll 
him about people he cared tb hear of, and he was always begging 
pardon and breaking in upon her description of something just 
to tell her about the absurd house that Lady Jervis was having 
built, lest hasliould forget, *'and everybody is talking about it 
— old Lady Jervis, you know” — or some recital of equal interest. 
Marie thought of the day when she walked with him up the 
Durewoods hill, and tried to get him to look at the scenery and 
talk about it, and could not succeed. She gave up any further 
attempt to interest him now in what she had seen, and she 
listened with all the attention she could give to everything ho 
had to tell, and Mr. Vidal bacame happy again. 

When they reached London, Mario saw a lady get out of the 
train whom she know to have been a fellow-passenger of here 
from New York, and in whom she had taken a great interest, 
although she saw her but once or twice. The lady had beea 
very sick nearly all the way, and was seldom visible. She was 
very handsome, Marie thought, although she looked a littlo 
wasted. There was a shade of darkness round her eyes which 
gave her a melancholy and romantic aspect. She had a superb 
mass of golden hair, and a tve^ stately presence. Now as sho 
got out at the station she was giving directions to her two maids 
and a man in livery, and two or three friends wore in waiting for 
her, and she seemed to Marie like some foreign princess or other 
such distinguished person. In the littlo bustle about Sir John 
Ghal loner’s carriage, and servants and luggage, Marie saw that 
the handsome lady saluted Eonald Vidal^ who went up and shook 
hands with her and spoke a few friendly words. 

“ Who is that ? ” Marie asked, when they were in the carriage 
and driving away—" that lady with the beautiful face ? I do so 
want to know who she is.” 

Vidal laughed. 

" That’s Bosamunda Shirley— Mrs. Mattocks is her real name 
now. So she’s been your fellow-passenger ? She’s been starring 
it in the States — making a lot of money, she tells mo. She’ll 
want it all, 1 dare say — Mattocks plays like anything:— can’t 
stop— always loses.” 

" But who is Bosamunda Shirley ? ” 
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Oh, she’s an actress, you know. Wo had her for a season 
at tlie l^layfair— I moan the peoplo who owned tlie Mayfair thou 
engaged Jier. She married a man named Mattocks, who used to 
be in a cavalry regiment; he had to sell out — a regular black 
sheep— he lives upon her now. But ho wouldn’t go to the States 
with her, all the same.” 

* ‘‘ She looks very unhappy,” said Mario. " I knew sho had 

some melancholy liistory. Is sho a great actress, Eonald — docs- 
she play in tragedy ? ” , 

"Tragedy! oh dear, no. Burlesque— tights — that sort of 
thing. No, she isn’t imfch of an* actress, but sho can sing a 
little and dance a little, and sho has a fine figure, and looks very 
well on the stage. That hair isn’t her owm, you know,” the 
candid youth continued. • • 

" Oh ! I thought I should like to know her so much ; but if 

sho is not really an artist, I don’t think ” 

Vidal looked amazed. • 

“Oh, you couldn’t know licr,”* he said. “She’s all right 
enough— I never heard anything much said against her, but 
they are a queer lot, liushaiid and all.”* 

“In any case,” Sir John remarked coldly, “ I don’t suppose 
ladies usually make tho acquaintance of burlesque actresses.” 

Sir John was rather displeased that this incident had occurred, 
and Ronald now began to see for tho first time that it had pro- 
bably been an unlucky affair. Vidal hardly over made account of 
any point of view different from his owm, and it had not occurred 
tf* him as possible that Marie could be displeased at his know- 
ing a burlesque actress whom slio, of course, was not to know. 
“ There never was any harm in poor Rosie,” he thought : and 
liis mother and sisters knew perfe(;tly well that lie had lots of 
acquaintances in Rosie’s world, and they never oared. 

“I haven’t seen her— Mrs. Mattocks— this long time,” ho 
hastenci to say. “ Our acquaintance was very slight. I always 
thoughi him a black sheep.” • 

Nobody said anything more on*the subject, and Ronald talked 
of something else. Tho rain streamed down, and Mario thought 
London looked unspeaksfbly dismal. She looked from the carriage 
windows, and wondered once or twice whether tl\pre was any* 
possibility of her seeing Christmas Pembroke in tho streets as 
they drove along. JSho was more than once on the point of 
asking Mr. Vidal if ho knew anything about Pembroke, but 
some reason which she could hardly have explained to herself 
kept her from putting tne question. Vidal never said a word 
about Pembroke because, as it has been remarked already, ho 
rarely remembered that young man’s existence. 

At l%st the drive came to an end, and Mario was at home in 
Kensington. Not long, however, did sho remain there. Her 
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father hurried her off to Dnre\roods, and sho was glad to go— 
perhaps all tho more glad because Eonald Vidal was not to 
accompany them. lie was to follow them soon : “ when things 
liad been arranged.*' lie took leave of Mario again with a 
pressure of the hand she hold out to him^ and ho did not 
venture to kiss her. 

Tho Challoners went by train to Baymoutb, and thence wenT; 
all the way round by carriage, avoiding tho sea passage, although 
the Saucy I jass had not yet met wilji her accident. Sir John was 
unwilling to subject h's daughter to the rough wind, the tossing 
sea, and cither tlie drcnchiiig rain on deck or tho stifling cabin 
of the Saucy Lass. They had a very dreary drive of it with ' tho 
windows closed and the rain beating against tho glass. They 
could see nothing of the country, and they talked but little. 
They approached ilurcwoods, it might be said, by the back way, 
and Mario had nearly reached her own gate before she knew 
where she was. 

Can this be Dure^voods really ? ” sho asked, trying to peer 
through the mist and rain ; “ this frightful place, so drenched 
and desolate ? ” " 

** This is Durewoods indeed, Mario. Welcome home, dear ! ” 

" It seems a strange welcome home ! Can it bo that tho hill 
I loved so is liiddcn somewhere under that sky, and that dear 
Dione Lyle’s balcony and her roses can be within sight ? Well — 
perhaps it is all tho better.’* 

‘‘Why, Mario?” 

“ It will bo the easier to part from Durewoods, dear.** 

" You talk of parting from Durewoods as if you were going 
into exile, Marie. Durewoods will be hero all tho same — for you 
and Donald always.” , 

“ Yes, it wilLbe here,” said Mario, and sho stopped ; and pre- 
sently the carriage drove in through their own gate and along tho 
avenue and up to the door. 

“ I shall be glad to see good old Sarah Cramp,** said Marie. 
“ If she knows that we arc couuing she will bo here to meet me, I 
am sure.** 

But Sarah Cramp did not know that they were coming ; and 
one of tho first pieces of news given to Marie when she entered 
tho hall wa& that poor old Mrs. Cramp was dead and buried. 
Marie could not restrain her tears for her faithful old friend who 
'was gone : and such was tho condition of her welcome home to 
Durewoods. 

But there were a great many things tcTdo, and persons to see, and 
instructions to give and questions to ask, after so long an absence. 
Marie, as we know, had always liked to be her own housekeeper, 
and there was understanding that after her marriage 'she was 
still to be housekeeper of Durewoods whenever she and her husband 
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had to be in the country. In town, too, she was to look after her 
father’s house a good deal, and was to sit at the head of his table 
when ho had to give dinner parties with ladies. Therefore let 
us do justice to Dear Lady Disdain and admit that she did not 
waste much of the active time of the day in mere regrets. In the 
country — or at at all events in a place like Durewoods, where 
servants are still a little primitive and simple in their ways, and 
keep their eyes fixed rather wearisomely on the hand of the mis- 
tress — ]\Iarie had really a greai^deal of ordering, instructing, and 
marshalling to do. She sometimes compared herself to Squire 
Ilardcastlo drilling his domestics : aifd sometimes, when she was 
inclined for a more heroic similitude, to Alexander Farnesc, who 
used to say that for ever so many years, the exact number of 
v/hicli she had forgotten, ho had never passed an upinterrupted 
hour of day. Our heroine’s sitting up late of nights became a 
fashion with her chiefly because of this daily occupation. 

Mario was greatly pleased to bear her father ^ay that they 
must at once have the carriage out and pay a visit to Miss Lyle. 
“ That must bo done before dinner, Mario/’ he said. “ She would 
take it ill if we did not go at bnce.” 

This seemed very thoughtful and kind of Sir John, who of late 
had not often time to indulge in thoughts of mere kindness. But 
other feelings than those of old friendship wore inspiring Marie’s 
father. Ho had been haunted by a dread of Christmas Pembroke 
lurning up in some inconvenient way, and by tho fear of the young 
mm having perhaps told his whole story to Diono Lyle. Sir John 
di I not know whether tho young man was still in England or not, 
and he longed to know. If he had fairly left the country Sir John 
%vould have been happy, and if he could have known this for cer- 
tain while he was in London he would not liavo hurried liis 
daughter down to Durewoods and thus brought her within reach 
of Dione Lylo. But he had not a chance of speaking to Bonald 
Vidal ahiue, and even if he had it is doubtful whether he would 
have asked Vidal a question about Christmas Pembroke. Sir 
John’s exaggerated caution made hiln dread to say anything about 
Pembroke to anybody, lest that person shohld suspect something 
or say out something which would set other people suspecting. 
Sir John’s knowledge of human nature and the springs of human 
action was of a very simple kind, which yet passes off generally 
for piercing sagacity. He came to his conclusions on tho assump- 
tion that everybody else was influenced by the same motives and 
interests that influenced 1pm, and in tho same way. 

Therefore Sir John was anxious to see Miss Lyle, as soon as pos^ 
Bible, and was determined that the first meeting of his daughter* 
and her ahould be in his presence. He had great faith in his own 
power of averting tho worst consequences in the way of awkward 
disclosure or question by some personal intervention if needs 



284 


DEATt LADY DISDAIN. 


were, and by preventing things from being talked out to any 
clear understanding. A timely muddying of the waters is often a 
great advantage in such cases, and Ghalloner had great faith in 
muddying of waters. 

They visited IMiss Lyle in a semi-formal sort of way, the for- 
mality, however, being a little disturbed by Merlin’s enthusiastic 
joy at the sight of Marie, and by his first kissing her hand and 
then shaking it several times vehemently from left to right. The 
bravo Merlin was especially proud of his knowledge of English 
customs, and he always shook hands in this lusty fashion with 
Miss Lyle’s more favourcd'^ersonal Vriends. Sometimes, indeed, 
when a strange visitor came for the first time, if Merlin happened 
to be in a very gi’acious humour he shook hands with the stranger 
even beforedie allowed the latter an opportunity of inquiring if 
Miss Lyle were at homo. 

Miss Tjylo, of course, was at homo, and she was delighted to 
welcome Marie. Those two women were really very fond of each 
other, and faithful to each other. It seemed odd to John Chal- 
loner, but there was no mistake about it, and ho was glad of it, 
because he suspected that Dione Lyle disliked him, and distrusted 
him, and owed him a grudge, and as a sensible man knows that 
you can never tell when, where, or how some enemy may injure 
you, ho was pleased that Dione should bo fond of his daughter, 
for that would secure her to him — except, perhaps, in some 
romantic and absurd love affair such as that of young Pembroke. 

The visit was friendly and agreeable, and there was no bring- 
ing up of unpleasant associations. The hostess was not this time 
in her balcony room. 

“ I hardly know you, Miss Lyle, out of your balcony room,” 
said Marie. " May I go there and look out ? ” 

“ Put the balcony is closed, dear, and it’s so wet and miser- 
able.” 

" Still, I should like to look out. I have not yet seen the 
sea.” * 

” I should have thought you had enough of sea, but, my dear, 
do go and make the balcony look bright a moment by standing 
there if you will.” 

" Take care not to catch cold, Mario,” her father added. 

When sbe had gone Dione turned to Sir John and said sud- 
denly and sharply — 

" John — do you know anything of Christmas Pembroke ? ” 

“Nothing, Dione; I haven’t heard, anything of him since my 
return ; haven’t had much time, you know. Has he loft Eng- 
land?” 

“ I presume he has, but I don’t know. I have hear(| nothing 
from him. He has not come near me or written to me— not a line 
to say good-bye even. I think that rather . 1|jtrange— ungrateful. 
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perhaps. He is a good boy, and there must be some cause. I 
thought somebody, perhaps, had been putting him against me.” 

“ I know nothing of it. lie wrote to me long since to say that 
he was going to Japan at once : I suppose ho has gone.” 

" I suppose so : but Well, Marie, how do you like the 

view under these skies ? ” 

Sir John went homo with his daughter greatly reassured, 
v^hristmas had evidently gone, and Dione was not in league with 
liim, and she was not inclined tp talk to Mario about him. Sir 
John began to tliink that things were going very well. 


ClIAPTEH XXX. 

SHE WOULD AND SHE WOULD NOT. 

The rain fell heavily uj)on Durewoods next day, turning the roads 
into niore mud-channels, and Shutting ouf sea and sky alike from 
the sight. Dione Lyle was sitting in the room which had the 
balcony : but the balcony itself had long ceased to bo an endur- 
able station. Miss Lyle was alone, and was seated near a little 
table, on which she leaned her elbow. It was evening, and the 
wind screamed among the trees like a screech-owl. Dione felt 
vc’-y much depressed. Suddenly she heard a sound, and looking 
to^ ^ards the door of the room, which was open, saw Marie Chal- 
loner standing there. 

“ You looked so picturefique, Miss Lyle, that I could not hcli> 
stopping for a moment to study you.” 

“ I am so glad you have come, Mario. I was beginning to 
feel very lonely. I suppose we feel that sort of sensation more 
and mor j as we grow old— I used to like it once.” 

But you never grow old ; you aro always the same age — 
like a picture. When you come toMio, Miss Lyle, I feel certain 
that you will not die in the way that is apjfointed for us common 
people — you will simply change into a picture and ornament this 
house for ever.” 

“ That is rather a pretty idea, Marie. Will you have a cup 
of tea ? ” 

“ Yes, please. I came for some tea— and to see you again. 
I was growing very lonely, too.” 

“Come near me, dear, and let me see how you are, looking. 
Stay, I will ring for the lamps, it is so grey and dark.” 

“ No, Miss Lyle : please don’t examine me by the light. The 
dusk suits me much better : I couldn’t stand an inspection by 
lamplight to-day.” 
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''Yon don’t look well, Mario. Why are yon so pale and 
thin, girl ? Yonr long travelling has dono yon no good but only 
harm, I think. What is the matter with you ? ” 

" Nothing, Miss I^ylo : I am very well ; but it is such miser- 
able weather. Nothing looks like itself now.” 

" You don’t look like yourself, IMarie. You look unhappy. 
Are yon sorry to be back among ns all again ? ” 

" Well, Diirewoods isn’t the same. Do you remember telling 
me once that Durewoods would never be the same to me again 
when onco I had left it for Lond(jn life ? I think you wore 
right. It never has been the same to me since. When we wero 
in America we went of course to see Niagara. Oh, what a lovely 
place! I don’t mean the Falls merely, but the woods — Goat 
Island and its delightftil woods — no. I’m not going to describe — 
don’t bo afraid ! It was such beautiful weather — early autumn ! 
Well, when we were returning to New York in the winter some- 
body persuaded us that we ought to seo Niagara in that season 
too. How I wish wo hadn’t gone ! Tho trees wero naked : the 
air was cold: the woo(^s were like^ grave-yards: the skies were 
black with the promise of snow;**tlie whole place was dreary, 
gaunt, and wretched. It was the same place and not tho same. 
It was Niagara under crape: Niagara’s corpse lying in its 
shroud. It was a Niagara of the under world — it was schauder- 
haft:* 

" You are growing quite eloquent, Marie,” Miss Lyle said, 
with a smile. 

" Because I felt it so much ! Very well ; to me now Dure- 
woods is just the same. It is the melancholy ghost of my 
Durewoods.” 

" You ought to bo pretty* well used to Durewoods in winter, 
!Marie.” - 

" But I don’t call this winter merely : this is Durewoods in 
decrepit old age, just about to die. Everything seems to tell me 
of death here. I feel like thc^hero of ‘ Maud.’ ” 

"1 think tho lamp^ would*make us a little livelier.” 

"Let us just wait a little yet. To .tell you the truth. Miss 
Lyle, I don’t want you to examine me under the lamps just yet, 
until I have^had some hot tea and plucked up my spirits a little. 
I don’t want to be told that I am looking pale and wretched. 
Merlin has just kindly informed me that I am looking bad, bad 
— none-good.” 

" Well, I suppose you are a little Anxious just now,” Dione 
said, gravely, " on the threshold of a great event, dear.” 

" Oh, no : it isn’t that. I have had that before me long 
enough to get used to it, I should think. Do you know it was a 
great shock to me the very moment I reached home here in 
Durewoods to be met with the news that my poor old friend 
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Sarah Cramp was dead and buried ? She was such a dear, kind, 
good old creature, and I have sncli happy memories associated 
with her name. And I met her son— that absurd, foolish 
creature — ^in America, and altogether it seemed so miserable.” 

Marie felt her colour come as she remembered unfortunate 
J^tty Cramp and the exhibition he had made of himself when 
last she saw him. It made her doubly sorry for his poor old 
mother. 

" Is he likely to do any good, that creature? ” Dione asked. 

“ Oil, I don’t know — ^I’m afraid not, but I hope so,” Mario 
said, not very coherently ; but the* news of poor Mrs. Cramp’s 
death was a great shock. The whole place seems like death.” 

" You ought to have other thoughts, surely, Mario ! ” 

"I suppose so. Well, I will try. Leif us bo merry.” 

“ I should like to see you a little brighter, dear, I confess. If 
I were — some one — I should feel rather shocked at the thought 
of your seeming so miserable — at such a time.” • 

" Nobody knows anything about it but you, Miss Lyle. I 
pour out all my dolefulncss on you. I dgn’t treat papa to it — or 
anyoody. Men would not uhderstand such unreasonable ways, 
I suppose.” 

“I am not a man, dear; and T confess I don’t quite under- 
stand you just now. You are not really unhappy, Mario ? Cer- 
tainly I don’t SCO why you should be— if you have always told 
m-. fairly.” 

” I ought to he the happiest of women, I suppose.” 

You ought to be,” said Dione, emphatically, “ or else you 
ought to acknowledge that you arc not, and- 

“ Well, Miss Lyle— ackhowledgo that I am not, and what ? ” 
And act accordingly.” • 

“ Act as if I was not the happiest of women ? 

‘ Yes. Don’t go on doing that which you have no right to 
do unless it makes you the happiest of women.” 

" But happiest of women is all nonsense— is it not f Why 
should I bo happiest, or what right* have I^to expect to bo happy 
at all ? lam well enourfi. I am about as happy, I suppose, as 
anybody else, or as I desire to be. My wants are few. Miss 
Lyle. A house in Park Lane, I think ; or Berkeley gquare, per- 
haps: a box in both Opera-houses: unlimited credit with 
Madame Elise : an acquaintance with three or four duchesses : 
a handle such os ‘ Honourable’ to my name : old china and lace : 
and my own way in everylhing.” 

Dione moved her shoulders impatiently. 

“ That isn’t much, Miss Lyle, and— yes, there is one little 
thing more. I should like the name for which I surrender my 
own to te a pretty one, and composed of four syllables : two 
names, you understand, of two syllables each. I should not like 
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to be simply Mrs. Briggs. Well, in tins too I am to be gratified. 
Therefore, bh ! am I not liappy V ‘ I am, I am ’—as the clear little 
Pori says who is being admitted, like mo, into the best circles of 
Paradise.” 

''I don’t care to hear yon talk in this way,” said Diono, 
almost angrily. It isn’t real, my dear ; and it is thrown away 
on me. If you wore just a cold-hearted and ambitions girl I 
should give myself very little trouble about you. You don’t put 
your cynicism on well, Marie. Yoji lay it on too thickly, child ; 
we can all see the paint. You are not ambitious, and you are 
not cynical.” • * 

Indeed, Miss Lyle, I think you are wrong. I think I am a 
little ambitious, and I rather believe I am developing a certain 
gift of cynicism which will look very pretty when it has been 
properly cultivated. Our American journey a little dashed my 
ambition perhaps.” 

" Really ? X '""as not aware that society in America was such 
a school of modest contentment.” 

''No, it was not in that way that my ambition became 
rebuked.” ’ 

" How was it then ? ” 

" One met with such hundreds of communities where they 
talked our language and read our lx)oks— and didn’t comprehend 
our ambition.” 

" Yes? ” 

" What is a woman’s ambition in London, Miss Lyle ? ” 

"Really, my dear,” Miss Lyle said, drawing her shawl around 
her and settling down in her chair with a less dissatisfied air, 
" you must tell me all about that. I have to be taught, and you 
say you understand the thing.” 

" Well, I tak^ it that the ambition of a London girl means- 
putting it roughly, you know— living in Belgrave Square instead 
of Russell Square. These two extremes, I suppose, represent 
Victory ^nd Defeat. I am speaking, of course, of people worth 
considering. You would hardly expect me to take Clapham or 
Hampstead into account at all.” 

"I have forgotten most of tho landmarks of fashion, dear, but 
I’ll take your definition if you like— on your authority. Well, 
what then ? ^ 

" Well, you see in America there are such millions of people 
who don’t know the difference between Russell Square and Bel- 
grave Square. It’s discouraging. So many people asked me if 
1 know Herbert Spencer— and 1 didn’t; and if 1 knew George 
Eliot— and I didn’t. 1 felt rather ashamed ; and it would not 
have helped me a bit to tell them— if I could have told them — 
that though 1 didn’t know Herbert Spencer yet 1 Rved in Bel- 
grave Square ” 



SUE WOULD AND SUE WOULD NOT. 


289 


"r>ut,” ]\riss Lylo said slowly, “they ha/o tlicir distinctions . 
between their Belgravc Squares and their Bussell Squares — or 
their friends and enemies sadly belie them/' 

Oil yes, indeed tliey have. But there it is, you see. There 
is the rebuke to ambition conveyed in my satire — it is satirOj you 
know. You don't understand the difference between Madison 
Avenue and Washington Place?" 

“No indeed, dear.” 

“ Yet look at the difference to a New York girl of my age and 
expectations ! Well, there it Is. What is the use of an ambition 
the symbols of whoso triunphs are pnly understood in one’s own 
jiarish ? ” 

“ But, my good girl, all your argument is against yourself, 
and on my side. You tell me you see the folly of ambition, and 
all f said was that when you gave yourself out as ambitious you 
were only affecting it.” 

“ 1 may have my philosophic moods, may I not^ without being 
a downright practical pliilosopher ? I think I have heard of 
sucl: a thing with men." 

“ My dear Marie, this is. useless boating about the bush. I 
think you are not as happy as I should like you to bo, and 
I think you are not satisfied with yourself— shall Igo on?” 

“ If you please, Miss Lylo." 

“ I don't lilce to see you going into this marriage — in this sort 
of way." 

“ How should women go into a marriage ? ” 

“ I shouldn't mind an ordinary woman. I know she would 
be made happy by what pcoi^lc would call a brilliant matcli. 
She would have all she wtwitcd ; and I don't know that I should 
blame her for not stipulating for anything else any more than a 
woman who, not caring for a piano In her room,^ didn't stipulate 
for a pi mo. But you are different.” 

“ You don't know. I suppose we are all much the same." 

“Mario,” said Dione, taking the girl's hand and lool^ing into 
her eyes, “I have always seen in yon something that young 
women don't have generally — something very rare among us 
altogether, I believe— a sort of thing that men call honour. Now 
if you will tell me on your honour — if you will for the moment 
suppose yourself a man— and tell mo on your honour that you 
really are glad of this marriage because of the position you think 
it will give you, and that you are going into it willingly— I'll 
promise not to trouble you any more about it.” 

Marie gently withdrew her right hand and placed it on her 
breast. 

“ On my honour,” she said gravely, “as a gentleman, I am 
going ir^ this marriage with my qyos open and of my own free 
will.” 
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Diono shook her head. 

“ Gentlemen, good Master Challoncr, don’t evado questions 
when on their honour. I asked you if you were marrying will- 
ingly for the sake of the position you expect to get in society.” 

Mario’s eyes turned downwards. 

Miss Lyle,” she asked, “ what provision does the code of 
gentlemanly honour make for one when a question is put whicii 
he cannot answer directly without the certainty of being mis- 
understood ? ” 

“That’s answer enough for mo, Marie. I don’t want any 
more.” f ' 

“ But you don’t quite understand — you don’t indeed. I mean 
this. I don’t myself know or care a great deal about society and 
all that. But I must marry some one — ^papa says so and every- 
body — and ono might as well have a name as not. I am not 
marrying for money. Mr. Vidal— I suppose I ought to call him 
Bonald— hasn’t a great deal, lie brings the name, and I sup]X)so 
I am to bring the money. So it isn’t such a pitiful bargain on 
my part.” 

“Bargain!” 

“ Well, it is a sort of bargain, you know : but most marriages 
are, I suppose. Ono thing I do wish, Miss Lylo, with all my 
heart.” 

“ Yes, dear ? ” 

“ That my father had a son. Then ho must have most of the 
money, and ho w^ould be the hope of the family, you know ; and 
all the responsibility would rest upon him ; and I should have so 
little money that people w^ouldn’t trouble themselves about mo ; 
and I might perhaps be allowed to marry my brother’s tutor if 
he was nice, or some poetical young creature, as the good girls 
do in the books/’ 

Diono looked at her silently, pityingly. 

“ Or, Miss Lyle, failing that, I do sometimes wish — shall I 
confess jt ? ” 

If you like, my dear.” 

“ I do wish somclilnes that as my father has not a son ” 

“ Yes — ^well ? ” 

“ That he had not a daughter either.” 

“ I kuotv it,” said Dioue. “ I know that you were only a 
victim in all this.” 

“No, no,” Marie said eagerly, and looking up so suddenly 
that she forgot how Miss Lyle must see the tears in her eyes, 
“ indeed, indeed, I am not a victim. ^Papa would not for any- 
thing in the world urge mo or press me. He has told me again 
and again that he would rather sacrifice anything than allow mo 
to marry if 1 was not quite satisfied. 1 am satisfied — as satisfied 
as 1 could be with any thing— since my father has a daughter and 
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sho is expected to marry somebody. You know how good 
Pkonald Vidal is, and cleYcr, and he is young, and handsome, and 
everything.” 

“ I never heard a word,” Diono quietly observed, “ said against 
t ho County Paris — did you ? Ho was good and clever — I suppose 
-i-and young and handsome — and yet Juliet took poison rather 
than marry him.” 

" Ah, but then there was Romeo,” Mario said quickly, and 
then sho grew red and felt ashamed and wished she had not 
said it. ^ 

Diono saw the blush, and was m5re surprised than she would 
have cared to admit. “ Can there be any feeling in tliis girl that 
she is liurposely keeping back from me ? ” she thought. 

" And there is no Romeo in your caSe, my dear,” she said 
rather as a quiet statement of fact than an inquiry. 

** None, Miss Lyle. Ronald himself is the nearest approach ; 
so you SCO the cases are very different.” • 

f^upposo the Romeo should come after ? ” 

“After — what?” ^ ^ 

“ Should come too late. ‘Suppose some one should come a 
year or two hence, who would have been just the Romeo if fate 
had sent him sooner. 1 am not jesting, Marie, I am serious, and 
I want you to put that question to yourself very, very seriously. 
You are not a child, Marie, and mind, dear, I couldn't believe 
ill iny wrong thought in either Juliet or you — only would not 
your life then become miserable : and would ambition and the 
world content you if you found that there was a man who might 
have been — the one, the only one, you know V Just tliink of it, 
dear, and answer the question — to yourself, Marie, and not to 
me — I don't ask you for such a confidence as that. Don't be 
afraid— ask it boldly of yourself, and answer it— 4o yourself.” 
There was a moment's silence. 

“Shall I ring for lamps now. Miss Lyle?” Mario asked, 
rising. • 

“ If you please, dear.” ^ 

“And I must go. I^have kept tho carriage waiting— papa 
wants me back very soon* but I would come and talk with you.” 

The little maid, Janet, entered tho room with laii^s. When 
Sho had gone Mario said — 

“ What a pretty girl Janet grows, Miss Lyle ! ” 

“ Janet is going to bo married soon.” 

" Oh, is she ? I am so ^orry ! I mean I am so glad, of conrso 
—if she wishes it. But why does sho get married ? ” 

“ What would you have her do ? ” 

“ Stay with you, of course, and bo happy. I wish you would 
lot me keep house for you. Miss Lyle. I think Janet ought to 
be tho happiest girl in tho world — 1 have often envied her of 
lato. Now I don't envy her any more.” 
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Mario presently took her leave. Miss Lyle remained filled 
with perplexity and much distressed. The thoughts and doubts 
brought up by her conversation with Marie did not alone distress 
her. Neither she nor Mario had in the course of their talk made 
any allusion to the name of Christmas Pembroke. Yet Diono, at 
leasts was thinking much about liim all the time. For ho had 
lately disax^peared altogether from her knowledge, " dropped odt 
of the tissue ” of her life. Tie had not written : he had not como 
to see her : sho did not know whcTe he was, or what liad become 
of him. She was sometimes alarmed and sometimes angry. She 
was well inclined to make 'every allbwanco for a disappointed 
lover, and his moods and sudden resolves and changes of purpose, 
but still she could not help saying to herself that lie might have 
told her of anything he proxwsed to do, that he might have said 
good-bye, even by letter, before leaving England. Anyhow sho 
was both perplexed and pained by his silence, and she would not 
even mention diis name to Marie. 

The evening was peculiarly dull and trying to Marie. Her 
father and she dined alone. At one time their having an even- 
ing together, all to themselves, wrfs one of Marie’s special joys. 
But now things had changed. He did not seem the same person : 
they were not companions now as they used to be. Sir John 
treated her with an almost deferential politeness which irritated 
her sometimes. He conducted himself a little too much as if he 
was entertaining the Honourable Mrs. Konald Vidal, not dining 
alone with his daughter Mario. Sir John did this unconsciously, 
but it is certain that his mind was filled with a sense of the 
dignity which was now so soon to descend upon him. He thought 
Marie looked handsomer than ever. '^His mind fed itself on the 
satisfaction which fortune eifiemed to have in store for him. At 
one moment it»occurred to him that, after all, such things have 
frequently happened — elder brothers often die young : and who 
knows — ^Marie might one day be the Countess Paladino. The 
thing was by no means impossible. He oifered his daughter 
some grapes with a graceful deference that seemed almost like 
homage. 

Then daring the evening he talked a great deal about their 
future arrangements. The honeymoon was to be spent at Lord 
Paladine's Country place. Lord Paladino himself was, at present, 
in Sicily. The newly married pair were not to return to town 
until the opening of Parliament. Sir John asked Marie a great 
many questions about the house that was to be taken for her in 
town — ^whero sho would like it to be, furnished in what way, 
and all that sort of thing, which rather distressed her just at 
present. 

“I am very glad to leave all that to you and Eomld,” she 
said. " He knows all about these things, and I don’t. He has 
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peculiar tastes too — very good tastes I dare say — and you know 
I never had any in particular. I am sure you and he will 
manage it all beautifully. I know I shall like whatever you do.” 

“Thank you^ my dear. Still a woman's taste is often so 
good.” 

, “ Not mine, dear. I scarcely know one thing from another,” 

“You see, Mario, you’ll only want a small house. Young 
people now all begin in nice little houses. Great establishments, 
even if people have the means to keep them up, only look well 
for middle-aged people, ^nd then ^'ou know, my dear, you and 
Eonald will have to live rather modestly. You really haven’t 
much to spend. He has something from his mother, but not a 
great deal — ^by no means a great deal — and then there will be tho 
interest on your fortune. Well, I don’t sfie that yofl can possibly 
nave more — for the present, I mean— than two thousand five 
hundred a year.” 

“ Perhaps that isn’t enough,” Marie said, with^ sudden little 
display of interest and oven eagerness. “ Perhaps wo ought not 
to marry on so little — is ^t little? poes llonald know? It 
might be well to wait, perhaps, until we grow rich.” 

“ What nonsense ; ” her father said, smiling. “ It’s plenty of 
money for you two— you are not such a pair of spendthrifts.” 

“ But is llonald quite aware of all this, papa ? lie may not 
think it much, you know.” 

“ Of course he knows all about it. He is not such a mercenary 
creature, Marie. It isn’t money ho wants, dear; it’s you'' 

“ Oh!” 

Mario had been leaning forward : she now subsided back into 
the armchair, where she was rather languidly resting. 

“ Besides, look at the career he has before him : and then you 
know, of course, all that I have will come to yoif— to you both — 
some day.” 

“ Perhaps you will outlive us, papa. I should not be at all 
surprised.” • 

“ My dear, what an absurd idea! But ^^w lot us just 'turn 
to this household busingss for a moment,” and he branched off 
into a variety of details, to which his daughter hardly oven tried 
to give much attention. At last he became a littip impatient 
when ho could not help seeing her indifference. 

“ Mario, I believe you take no interest at all in these arrange- 
ments.” 

“ Well, dear, not muclj ; I think I would rather leave it all to 
him and to you.” 

“ But don’t you think Eonald will expect you to show some 
little interest ? ” 

“ Olf no ; I think not. I think he would rather be let alone 
— left to his own choice, I mean. He understands all that sort 
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of iliing so well, and he likes it. I cannot do bettor than leave 
it all to him. I shall be sure to like whatever ho likes.” 

Sir John almost sighed. 

“Well, Marie, as you please. But I should have thought 
you would feel a little more curiosity even ” 

“ It will come in time, I suppose ; but I don't think I muck 
want to anticipate the time. I think until it does come I would 
rather keep it out of sight, and not think about it so very much.” 

There was a pause in the conversation then, and Sir John 
gave up all idea of getting the prospective Mrs. Eonald Vidal to 
take any concern in the arfangements for her entrance upon 
married life in town. 

A gust of wind sent the rain streaming among the trees 
outside. * 

“What a melancholy time it isl ” said Marie, “ nothing but 
rain and wind since we returned to Durewoods. Such a welcome 
to give to wanderers returned.” 

“ This must be a bad night at sea,” Sir John said. “ I am 
glad we escaped this, Mi^rie. This wouldn't bo pleasant on the 
Atlantic.” 

“ Yes; it must bo terrible at sea now — everywhere I suppose. 
Will there bo wrecks ? ” 

“ I fear so— off this coast perhaps in particular.” 

“ I hope we have no friends at sea.” 

There was another pause. Mario sat thinking. Suddenly 
she looked up — 

“ Papa ? ” 

“ Yes dear.” 

“Do you know anything about Mr! Pembroke?” 

Sir John did not show any of the irritation which ho felt. 

“No, Marie,- I haven't seen him. When I go to town, 
probably ” 

“ But he is in England ? ” 

“ I suppose so ; I presume so.” 

“ It is rather strange. Miss Lyle never said anything about 
him since we have come home.” 

Sir John was glad to hear it, but made no remark, and that 
conversation also dropped. 
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CnAPTER XXXL 

TJllS LOOKS NOT LIKE A NUPTfAL. 

Anotiteti wet day Hirarie saw, as slio looked next morning from 
lier -w indow over tho tossing, bmnclics of tlic leafless trees. I 
begin to think now I shall ho glad to leave Durewoods,”she said. 

There was no use in thinking of*going out in rain and wind 
among soaking shrubs and plashy grass. Marie had tho best of 
it up in her turret, for whatever of the picturesque is in an 
English wet day, was to be found among tho tices that beat 
against her window panes, and the grey clouds that seemed to 
rest like a canopy on tho tree-tops. The height of her refuge 
did for the scene something like that whicli dim moonlight often 
doe it left tlio commonplace features and tho mere details out 
ol sight, and only showed the more grand and massive effects. 
Another time perhaps Marie would hSve delighted in looking 
through the rain-vexed branches and at the lieavy grey curtain 
that hung around them ; but now it all seemed too dreary to bo 
endured. She had enough of melancholy within, and could 
scarcely bear it when nature chose to strike tho same dismai 
' hord without. 

She set herself to a task which she had for a long time con- 
templated. This was tho destruction of all her old letters — 
attempts at poetry, unfinished diaries, trivial fond records, and 
such relies as her desk contained, and which she thought — why 
sho could not tell — she ought to get rid of formally before enter- 
ing uyon her new life. There was indeed no particular need of 
this holocaust. But it soothed and pained her to make it. It 
seemed a befitting ceremonial wlierewith to take formal leave of 
her girlish life and enter upon a new existence. She opened her 
f.esk, drew her chair near to the bright lire, and began her -work 
i)f sacrifice. * 

What trifles most o! these scraps now seemed to her which 
once sho thought important or interesting ! Thcro were ever so 
many things sho had begun and never finished.* Like every 
bright clever girl who has read a good deal and been a good deal 
alouo, Marie had at one timo fancied herself a poetess : and tliere 
were many scraps of vc:|^es hero which then sho had taken for 
the offspring of inspiration, but which now seemed palpable, 
passionless, cold, imitation. There were the verses done under 
the imnulses of tho first fresh delight in Tennyson ; and here 
woi,i some, all plaintive with early springs and stars and tears, 
which came up when she was in love with the German minor 
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poets ; and hero again were some lieroinc-like attempts to sound 
the iron harpstring of “ Men and Women.” There were the be- 
ginnings of one or two tragedies : and there were some hymns 
to “ Mario, Star of the Sea,” written when our heroine was under 
the influence of a young friend, a girl devotee from a French 
convent, who made Marie love to be a Eoman Catholic and b^ 
glad that her own name was that by wdiich her friend invoked 
her celestial patroness. This girl had given herself formally up 
to the convent now, and Marie coivicd her. There were tho 
opening passages, too, of essays in wdijeh Mario felt called upon 
to set right generally the walped order of things, but which she 
had not completed. There were diaries in which at one time 
she had proposed to record all her thoughts, and in which for a 
time she did record them, until it occurred to her that they must 
be rather too much like the thoughts of everybody else, and that 
not much advantage came of her setting them down. 

Then there ^were the letters. These were chiefly from girl- 
friends, most of them now well-nigh forgotten. The letters of 
the young devotee were numerous, and were even now interest- 
ing with tho strange, pure, passionate white-heat of their de- 
votion. There were no love-letters in Marie’s desk — no love- versos, 
unless, indeed, such name may bo given to one or tw'O early 
attempts at poetry by Nat Cramp, which that unfortunate amateur 
had been prevailed upon years ago to submit to Marie for her 
judgment, and in which she now for tho first time began to per- 
ceive certain allusions to respectful adorers not daring to lift 
their eyes to the stars, and other similar flights, which she clearly 
had not taken in their right sense before. Marie laid them very 
hastily on the fire, but was sorry for tho poor fellow too — and 
hope<l ho would do well yet, and marry some one who would bo 
fond of him, and would oven think him clover. 

But there were no love-letters. This beautiful frank fearless 
girl had had, without even knowing it, admirers without end, 
and had been friendly with all of them, but never one of them 
had got the length of a letter with her. Many a man will lovo 
again and marry, and bo fond of his wife, and have his heart in 
liis home, his children, and his ambition, and yet never hear 
Marie Challoner’s name without a little throb of reviving emotion 
and romance ; and she remembered none of them. She had 
never yet been kissed by a man except her father— not even, as 
we have seen, by her accepted lover. So her desk contained no 
secrets. Nothing but tho ashes of tho papers sho was burning 
so fast lay smouldering in her grato. Yet it was not without a 
strange littlo heart-throb that sho came on one letter amid her 
collection. Sho read it twice over, and thought at first that, 
perhaps, sho would save it from the general burning, and keep it 
os a memorial of a bright, sweet, passing time. 
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"Shall I keep it?” 

It was a letter — a very short one — from Christmas Pembroke 
to her, written many months before. 

Mario had often, of course, seen Pembroke's writing, but it 
so hai)pencd that she had only this one little scrap of it among 
h(^ papers. Their acquaintanceship or friendship had been for 
The most part so close and so personal that there was hardly any 
need of a correspondence by letter between them. But she had 
received this little note from him on some unimportant subject, 
and she had written a rcplj to it, and put the note in her desk, 
where it lay until now, and she founcT it. 

" 1 had better burn every scrap that belongs to the old life in 
Durewoods,” she thought, " and begin quite new, with nothing 
to remind me of the past days at all.” * • 

Still she held the little letter in her hand, and looked at the 
signal lire, “0. J. Pembroke,” and wondered whether ho was 
married yet, and whether ho would be happy ; and was holding 
the 1( tter still, and looking at it thoughtfully, regretfully, when 
sho heard a tap at the door, ajid, to her qwn surprise, she found 
herself starting and blushing, and in a moment her father entered 
the room. The sensation which Marie Challoner felt at that 
moment sho had never felt in her life before. Never before had 
she known herself to start, and blush, and tremble at her father's 
coming, as if she were trying to conceal some guilty secret. The 
jio *vncss and wonder of the sensation added unspeakably to her 
confusion. It would have been impossible for Sir John Chal- 
loner not to notice her embarrassment. Sho held the letter 
crumpled in her hand : and the very action of so holding it only 
drew his attention all the nlore. Ilis quiet look studied lier. 

“I hope I have not disturbed you, Marie,'' he said, very 
composedly. • 

Idario recovered herself and her fearless candour, and put 
the letter plainly out on her desk, but her colour was still 
glowing. • 

" No, dear ; only I did not know who w^s coming ; and I was 
looking over and destroying old papers — scraps of poetry — of 
verse, I mean — and letters.” 

" Shall I leave you to your work, Marie, and come jn again ? ” 
" Oh, no ! I am very glad you came. You have come just in 
time. Papa, I have something to say to you.” 

Marie rose from her chair and went towards the fireplace and 
leaned her arm on the chipaney-pieco and looked into the fire. 
Sho had Christmas Pembroke's letter in her other hand. In the 
few moments or seconds since her father's coming disturbed her, 
and set l^pr blushing and trembling, she had made up her mind. 
Sir John waited. He liad a vague foreboding that he was to- 
hear something unpleasant. There was a painful silence for a* 
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moment. Marie dreaded the results of her resolve, but the re- 
solve was made when she found herself trembling at the sound 
of an opening door because she had a letter in her hand. 

“ Well, Mario, what is it ? ” 

“ Papa, I cau*t marry Mr. Vidal 1 I must not do it ! I can’t 
do it ! ” • 

Sir John stood uji. This was what ho had expected. This 
was what he knew was coming. Ho looked at his daughter for 
a moment with eyes of blazing anger. But ho had long schooled 
himself into the knowledge that in our. modern ways anger counts 
for little, especially with w(hncn, since one cannot very well beat 
them.. So he moderated liis looks and tried to speak with easy, 
half-bantering composure. 

* j\Iy dear, what is the meaning— pray, may I ask— of this 
sudden change of mind ? ” 

lie was a good deal more stammering and less fluent than 
usual, and he«tapped tlie palm of one liand with the back of the 
other nervously. He was afraid a trial of strength was in j)rG- 
paration, and ho had never had such a trial with Mario ; but 
there seemed something about her ways which told him that if 
the girl once rebelled she would not very easily be put down. 

It u sudden, and I know you will blame me ; and Jiq will 
think I have treated him so unfairly — if ho cares.” 

“If ho cares, Mario! You know how much he cares. It 
may bo very foolish of him, no doubt; but you know how he 
cares, and 1 hope, Marie, you are not serious in this. You should 
remember that you are dealing with a man, and that you arc 
not a child.” 

“I am very sorry and ashamed of myself,” Mario said, 
humbly ; and she longed to.Jburst into tears. " 1 know I ought 
to have found out my own mind long ago. But I have found it 
out now — and it is not too late ” 

“ Nonsense 1 ” Sir John interrupted, deeply regretting that it 
was nobtoo late. “ What do you cjill finding out your mind ? Be 
a little more distinct, Marie, if you please, and let us talk in the 
language of reasonable people, dear, and not in the language of 
flowers or romances. What do you niean by finding out your 
mind?” 

“ I know now that I never could care enough about Mr. Vidal 
to marry him. I never could— if I say love him, you will call 
it the language of romance ; but that is what I mean, and I 
can’t express myself any better.” Thpre was now a little of the 
rebellious tone in her voice, and it admonished Sir John to bo 
cautious in his tactics. 

“ But, my dear child,” ho said, soothingly, “ I don’t know 
that you ever gave Ronald Vidal to understand that you had 
that kind of feeling for hipi. Ho knows quite well that you have 
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not. Don’t give yourself any trouble about that. Donald 
Vidal hopes that that feeling — ^love — will come in time, and so 
it will.” 

'' Oh no— it would never come.” 

“ Well, ho is willing to take his chance and do his best. ITo 
understands your feeling towards liini perfectly, and ho doesn’t 
expect too much. He is a very sensible and modest young fellow, 
and ho thinks himself very happy to get such a wife on such 
conditions, I can assure you.” * 

“I don’t think so. I ai^ sure ho^has far too much spirit to 
take any girl on such conditions. I never could care about him 
— nevt r in all my life! Papa, it is no use. I will never marry 
Mr. Vidal.” 

Jhit, Marie, this will bo shameful — ft will bo* a disgrace! 
Do you think you can deal witlia grown man in that sort of way? 
Do plcaso to look at his side of Iho question — do try to be a 
rcasiJiiable creature for a moment, even though you aro a girl. 
Yon accepted this young man’s offer deliberately months ago, 
and on those very conditions.. You never pretended to have any 
romantic love for him, and he never asked you for it. I told you 
over and over again not to engage yourself if you did not feel 
quite satisfied. Did I not, Marie ? ” 

''You did, dear,” Mario answered, feeling that with every 
word a wider gulf opened between her and her father. 

“ Well 1 Then— yet you accepted his proposal. Nothing has 
changed since that time, and yet we licar all this nonsense.” 

" Oh, yes, something has changed.” 

" What has changed ? ” ^ 

'* I have changed,” said poor Mario. 

" J3ut, good Heavens ! that is not his fault, and he is not to bo 
punished for that. Besides, you haven’t changed. You never 
.^aid you had any love for him, and how could you have 
changed ? ” 

“ It is so hard to explain,” pleaded Marie, and she was very 
meek and humble, for she felt in raan^ ways ashamed "and 
conscious of unhappy weakness, “ but I must try to explain it — 
if you like. I promised him because I believed then — that — 
tliat I had none of that sort of feeling in me, and thaj; thero was 
no reason wliy I might not marry him — ^as well as another — 
though I didn’t want to marry any one. But now — it’s diftcront.” 

"In Heaven’s name, Marie, how is it different? Thero is 
nothing different.” , 

" Yes, dear, I know now tliat I was mistaken about myself. 
I know that I could have that feeling, but not for him. Now you 
know.” * 

With what an effort that confession was made — with what 
slow, difficult, and formal words ! It ought to have been sobbed 
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out on a mother’s breast. It was made by Marie standing at one 
side of the hearth to him standing at the otlicr, both erect and 
cold and separated. Marie spoke rather as a woman who, under 
the impulse of over-mastering necessity, explains to a doctor the 
symptoms of some physical illness than as a motherless daughter 
confides her heart’s secret to tlic father who is her only friend. 

“ Marie,” said her father, you cannot have been deceiving 
mo all this time. I could not believe you capable of that.” Ilo 
spoke with as much of the severity of austere truthfulness- as if 
he never had deceived her and for Uio moment he felt all that 
stern virtue. 

“I have not been deceiving any one — except myself,” said 
Mario sadly ; “ and even that 1 did not mean to do. You see 
that I don’t deceive even myself any more.” 

“ Then how long have you known— that you didn’t know 
your own mind ? ” 

"T came to know it — for the first time ” 

Yes, go on, IMaric. For the first time — when ? ” 

" Just as you came hito the room — now ! ” 

“ What nonsense ! Why, Marie, I never before heard such 
nonsense as this. My dear, you really must not behave so like 
a child. How could 1 toll lionald Vidal sitch a tale as that ? — 
what would he say ? To tell him that for months and months 
you thought you knew your own mind, and that one fine day all 
in a moment you found out that you didn’t ! ” 

It is true— just the truth, and it will have to bo told to him. 
I will tell him myself if you think I ought to bear my own 
shame.” 

“ Yon speak too lightly of this, Marie.” 

“ Do I ? I don’t feel lig^atly about it. I never know what it 
was to feel such pain and shame before.” 

"You don’t seem to have thought about the matter at all. 
Do you fancy that he has no feelings ? ” 

" Indeed, indeed, I have thought about him. Oh, I am so 
sorry for liim — ^if ho docs really caro for mo. I would pray to 
Heaven, if that were any use, that he didn’t care for me. But 
how could I do him a greater wrong than to marry him when 

She stopped, and leaned both her elbows on the cliirnney-picco 
and made a hiding-place of Iho hollow of her liands, in which 
she buried her face. 

"Yes, yes, wo know all that,” her, .father said. "Wo know 
that you don’t imrticulaTly care about him— love liim— whatever 
it is ; but we knew all that before.” 

She raised her head and looked at him imploringly. , 

" Oh, it isn’t that— there is more than that. Oh, can’t you 
guess? It isn’t only that I don’t care for him ; it is that I do 
care for somebody — not hiin.” 
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Sir John flimf? himself from his place by the chimney-piece. 

“Good God, Marie! what do you mean, and what are you 
talking about ? It can’t be." 

“ It is — it is.” 

“ ‘Where is that letter you had in your hand when I came in ? 
What is it ? Give it to mo.” 

She had put it on the chimney-piece now. It had been in the 
Jiollow of her hands when she leant her forehead on them. She 
took it up and gave it to her father without a word, but with 
trembling hand and face all crimsoned by shame and resolve. 

Sir John looked at the ^laper — tire few lines of writing with 
the signature of “ C. J. Pembroke,” and something like an oath 
broke from his lips. 

“When was this thing written?” he asked, with tremendous 
effort not to lose his self-control. 

“ I don’t know— I forget. Months ago — a year perhaps.” 

“ TTave you been corresponding with him ? ” , 

“ No,” poor Lady Disdain answered. “ 1 don’t think I ever 
had another letter from him.” 

“ But you said you only found oiA all this — about your 
feelings and so on — a few minutes ago ? ” 

“ Yes, that is the truth.” 

Sir John was now puzzled as well as angry. Let us give him 
all the credit ho deserves for his effort at self-control. Ho was a 
si ek, portly, polished gentleman now, who had society and its 
proprieties always before his mind to school and mould him. 
But it would have relieved him now if he could have beaten his 
daughter He walked uj) and down the room once or twice, 
blowing off the steam of his anger. 

“ Marie,” ho said, suddenly stoppling, “ I wish you would just 
bo good enough to explain all this to me in plain, English — clear 
words to everything — ^and as little romance as may be. I want 
to understand, if I can. That letter — I don’t see anything in it — 
is ever so many months old. Yet you never thought $ this — 
this nonsense — until now. What is the meaning of that? " . 

“ I don’t know — indeed, indeed I don’tr I never knew that I 
cared about him in that Sort of way. I was very, very wretched 
lately; but I didn’t know even then that was the reason. It 
came on mo now in a flash, the moment I took upf that letter. 
1 couldn’t help it — I couldn’t understand it — and then you came 
in, and I started so like one doing something wrong, and then I 
knew.” Her voice broke down in a little sob. 

"This is the greatest Misfortune that over fell on mo,” Sir 
John said, clenching his hands to keep down his anger. 

“It is the greatest misfortune that ever fell on me,” his 
daughter: pleaded. 

“But, good God, you might have known your own mind! 
What are wo to do ? Where is he — do you know ? ” 
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I don’t know.” 

‘'Has lie left England? ” 

“ Oh, indeed, I don't know.” 

“ Tell me — ^has ho ever guessed at anything of this ? ” 

“ Papa, how can you ask such a question ? ” Mario said, with 
some of her old vivacity and energy coming back to her uridor 
tlie influence of what scorned almost an insult. “ / didn't know 
— how could he knew ? And if I did know — well, I would never 
have promised Mr. Vidal; but nobody then should over havo 
known. 1 Avould havo kept that to^^myself. Oh, I wish I had 
known, for that very reasofl.” 

“ I don’t understand — what do you mean, IMarie ? ” her father 
asked sharply. In his confusion and anger he had forgotten his 
own fiction. . 

“ You know he never cared about me,” poor Lady Disdain 
pleaded piteously. “ He told you himself that— oh, you know 
what he told you.” 

Sir John pulled himself together in time and remembered his 
pious fraud. lie resolved to turn it to the best account he could. 

” I am glad, Marie,*' ho said coldly, “ that you have common 
sense — and — and— well, yes, propriety, let us say, loft in you to 
keep you from letting all the world know that you have fallen 
over head and cars in love with a young man who — to say no- 
thing of other considerations — hapiDCUs to be in love with another 
girl. I am glad you have no* idea of entering into the arena and 
competing for Mr. Pembroke.” 

“ Oh!” 

He saw that he had stung her, and he was glad. He began 
to have a reviving hope from her wounded pride. 

“ Still, you know, Marie,»peoplc will talk, and your affairs and 
mine can’t claim special exemption. Everybody knows that you 
are engaged to Itonald Vidal — thero was a paragraph in the 
papers the other day — and of course if the thing is to bo broken 
off there will be a talk. Ho will have to get some explanation of 
your very sudden change — ^ho has a right to that, you know, after 
having been placed in'such a position — and of course the thing 
will get about. We shall have the ;^easuro of knowing that 
everybody says you would not marry Vidal because you were 
in love with another person— who didn’t care three straws about 
you.” 

Marie quivered as if she had received a stroke of a whip. 
But the words gave her renewed firmness. She now saw that 
she could look for no sympathy and even for no mercy from her 
father. She must act for herself and defend herself, alone. 

“ What would you have me to do ? ” she asked, coldly. 

" Do ? Do what every sensible girl— yes, every modest ^rl 
would do. Conquer this silly sentiment— this sudden feeling 
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that bcj^aii, you say yourself, ten minutes ago. Stanjp it out. 
It will die in a few days or weeks. Don’t insult and ill-treat 
the gentleman — the gentleman — whom you have engaged to 
marry by throwing him over, and making a fool of him, and 
all in obedience to some ridiculous, romantic, schoolgirl whim.” 

, " Papa, is that really your advice? ” 

“ Of course it is. It would bo the advice of every sensible 
person. What nonsense ! ” 

Mario shook her head. 

“ Tiion I am glad I am not a sensible person, for I’ll never do 
that, ril never marry Mr. Vidal. (5h — well ? ” 

For Marie’s maid had entered the room. Sir John walked 
towards the window, afraid some of their words had been over- 
heard. Ho looked out upon the dripping trees bJown by the 
wind that still, on the third day, fought its course against tlic 
rain. He was trembling with disappointment and anger. All 
his little world seemed to have been shattered by an impetuous 
tor cl I from tho hand of a foolish, romantic, headstrong girl. 

“ Please, miss,” tho maid began, “ there's a person — a man — 
below who wants to speak to you particularly.” 

Sir John turned sharply round. 

To me, Sopliy ? not to papa ? ’* 

No, miss ; to you. Ho said he must speak to you par- 
ticularly.” 

W hat is his name ? ” 

'' IFo said his name it didn’t matter ; you wouldn’t know his 
name, ho said.” 

“Is ho anybody from Durewoods — anybody I havo ever 
seen?” 

“ I never saw him before, miss.” • 

Mar.e looked inquiringly at her father. • 

“Send him up here,” said Sir John; “I'll sec what his 
business is.” His mind misgave him : ho was ready to suspect 
anything now. • 

“ It must bo somelxxly wanting money. A subscriptioii, or 
charity, or something,” Marie said, when tne maid had left tho 
room. 

“I really cannot guess who it is,” her father sjtid, coldly, 
“ but I shall soon know.” 

It took some time to bring the visitor from tho hall up to 
Marie’s turret-room. No word passed between her and her 
father in the interval. , 

“ This is tho gentleman, please miss,” the maid said. 

He did not look quite like a gentleman somehow, but he was 
a remarkably self-possessed, orderly sort of man, with formal 
whiskers and the air of one who declines in advance to consider 
himself an intruder anywhere. 



304^ DEAR LA D Y D/y^/JV. 

"My respects to yon. Sir John,” KSfoid, with half military « 
decorum; "and I beg the young la4w pardon. My name is 
Sands.” ^ 

" Yes, yes. I thought I knew your wee. You are the police 
inspector from Portstone ? Do you wont to see mo, Mr. Sands ? 
The servant asked for my daughter.” ^ 

" It was the young lady I wanted to see, but T am glad to 
find you here. Sir John ; and glad to seo you home again, sir. 

I hope it is not a painful duty. Sir John, but 1 am afraid 1 shall 
have to ask the young lady to assist us in a matter of identi- 
fication.” • * 

Marie turned round surprised. 

" Identification of whom, or what, Mr. Sands ? ” Sir John 
asked. "My daughter is very much engaged at present, and 

if it isn’t a very imiDortant matter ” 

" Well, Sir John, it may be important in a manner.” He had 
now taken opt a pocket-book, from which he took carefully a 
discoloured letter ; and then turning to Marie he said — 

" Perhaps, miss, you wouldn’t mind telling me if you know 
that writing — and if ydu think it’i^ meant for you.” 

Iklarie took the letter without a word. It was merely addressed 
to " Miss Ohalloner,” but she knew the writing perfectly well, 

" Where did you get this ? ” she asked. 

" What is it, Marie? Do you. know the writing? Say Yes 
or No.” Sir John seemed oven more disturbed than she. 

" Oh, yes ! I know it — it’s Mr. Pembroke’s.” 

Sir John gave her a warning look— a look of anger and 
caution. It seemed to say, "Eecollcct yourself now — no ex- 
posure, no scene. Kemember it is* you who have brought all 
this on us ! ” ^ 

" Then you, think it is for you, miss ? ” 

" I suppose so. Where did you get it ? ” 

" Would you please to open and read it, miss ? ” 

Mave opened it. It was wretchedly discoloured, and the ink 
bad run ; but it boro date the day but one before that day ; hnd 
this was w^at it said*.— 

“ My deah Miss Challonbb, 

" I Aannot leave England without seeing you and saying 
good-bye. I have a strong reason for asking you to give me a 
few minutes of jrour time, and it shall not be more. You will 
not refuse me this, I know. 1 wish particularly to speak to you 
alone. 

"Ever truly yours, 

0. J. Pembroke.” 

" But where is he? and where was this found?” she asked. 
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Give me the letter, Marie. Didn’t you know anytliing of 
this?” 

No, dear ; how should I know ? Where was this found ? ' 
Papa, ask him where this was found.” 

Well, miss, that’s tho painful part of it ; hut we mustn’t 
<y)mc to think tho worst all at once. This gentleman was a 
friend of yours ? ” 

“ He is a friend of ours.” 

“ Yes, miss— leastways, Fm sure I hope so. Is he a young 
gentleman twenty-four or Jivo mayljp — tall, fair complexion ? ” 

' “ He is — ^hc is! ” Sir John said impatiently. “ But now tell 
us what this is all about, Mr. Sands.” 

“ Well, Sir John, we’ve had bad weather here, and there must 
liavc been accidents round this coast, and a body's* come ashore 
at Port stone ” 

” Oh, God ! ” Marie cried. 

Sir John put his Jiand firmly on her shoulder.* 

And, of course, wo tried for marks of identity, and found 
money, but no card-case i^or letters— J>ut that in one of tho 
pockets. I knew Miss Challpner’s name, and thought it best 
to come along. It may bo all some mistake, you know. Sir 
.lohn, and truly sorry I am if tho young gentleman was a friend 
of yours.” 

*'He was coming to see mo, Mario said; ''and ho is 
c rowned ! ” 

“Well, miss,” said the inspector, seeing with some pain the 
stony paleness of her face, " we never can be sure of these sort of 
things until wo actually sec, and that’s what I was going to ask 
— whether you would minS coming to Portstono and just looking 

at the 1 mean, seeing if it was the young gentleman. But as 

Sir Joi n knows him too, perhaps wo may spare "you tho trouble, 
miss,” 

" Oh, yes ; Miss Challoner couldn’t attempt it, Mr. Sands, 
nor is it necessary ; I will go. My daughter feels this, as you 
SCO. It is a shock, of course. He was. a very dear frieild of 
ours.” . 

" I’ll go,” said Mario ; " I’ll go with you if you please, papa. 
I — I must see him again ! ” , 

“ If you’ll bo’kind enough to wait for us in the library, Mr. 
Sands, I’ll come to you in a few moments and let you know 
what we think best to do.” Ho was longing to have the man 
out of the room, for he {pared that Marie’s unnatural calmness 
must give way. 

Mr. Sands bowed and backed himself out of the room. Sir 
John carefully closed tho door after him, and then returned to 
his daughter. Marie was now leaning one arm on the chimney- 
piece and looking at the fire. There were no tears in her eyes, 
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but her breast was heaving abruptly like to one in physical 
agony which sho will not confess. When she spoke there was 
a dry sob in her voice. 

He Tvas coming to see me 1 ” she said, " and now he’s dead ! ” 
Marie, my dear,” her father said, “ this is a terrible blow, 
and a very sad thing. But wo can’t l\clp it, my — my love ; and 
it’s the will of Providence, you know.” 

Sir John was not cut out for a religious consoler. ITo had 
all through the successful part of his career gone in for strict 
morality and propriety, bui ho had not given himself any re- 
ligious airs. Indeed ho thought that sort of thing in sin active 
modern financier savoured rather of hypocrisy and looked 
suspicions; or at all events had an unprepossessing aspect of 
Nonconformity or Wcslcyanism about it, and would be bad form. 
He was therefore a little constrained and awkward now in his 
recognition of Providence, and ho feared that ho was not very 
impressive : and made himself the less impressive by the fear. 

“ lie was corning to see me,” said Mario again. ** Well, I’ll 
go to see him ! I’ll go with you, papa.” 

** My dear, wo must be very careful. The thing is beyond 
help now, and I’m very sorry for the poor young fellow — and of 
course, Mario, I am not so unfeeling as not to symyathiso with 
you, after what you havo told mo to-day. But then, my dear 
child, you cannot w’ant to make an exposure of your feelings and 
have people talk. You know how they would talk, and then 
if you liad been engaged to the poor young man it would bo 
different; but you must remember that at this very moment 
you are engaged to Eonald Vidal; and that poor Pembroke 
was ” 

“ Was in love with someoody else 1 Yes, you havo told mo 
that. It always seemod so strange to me. Now she lias lost 
liim. Ah, poor girl, how sho must havo loved him! What 
will she do? And he was coming to see me ! I \ronder why he 
rared to feco mo ? I didn’t deserve it.” 

Sir John looked at her in wonder. Ho always regarded women 
as hysterical creatures with natures at once little and tempestuous, 
who were easily shocked and made angry and made glad : who 
cried at a word of contradiction, and hated all other women, and 
when any sad news arrived screamed and threw themselves about 
the floor or went to bed and drenched themselves in tears there. 
He was surprised and alarmed at the stony composure of his 
daughter. Sho was speaking in low monotone, and except for 
the quick movement of her chest, and the occasional short sob 
wliicn now was hardly heard, there was no sign in her of any 
overwhelming emotion. 

“ This will be sure to break down,” he said to himself. “ This 
will never last" 
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“ T really think you had belter not come, Marie, dear,*' ho 
said hurriedly. “ Wo must think of others in this matter. Wo 
iniirst think of Vidal, you know. It's no use having things talked 
of now which can be avoided. For your sake and for Vidal's, we 
cannot have it said that you were in lovo with one young man 
^vliile engaged to another." 

Nobody shall know that. I don’t care about mj^self— oh, 
not one single straw — what people say. I deserve anything for 
not knowing my own mind in time — well 1 well ! But it is right 
on ]\ir. Vidal’s account, sec and I owe liim something. 
But I will go with you, please — and 1 will not make any scene. 
Nobody shall know— and I should only go mad if I wore loft 
alone licre." 

Sir John felt that there was nothing for it but to give way. 
ilis t^ympathy with his daughter was not so great as ho professed, 
lie was much rather inclined to be angry with her, but he knew 
that it would never do to show any anger towards a girl under 
Slid circumstances. The one uppermost feeling in his mind 
would have been best exp^ssed, if it dnight be, in the angry 
question, Why did she bring all this nuisance on mo? What 
did she mean by being such a fool as to fall in lovo with that 
young fellow?” Never in Ids lifo did Sir John admire his 
daughter so littlo as since her confession. Beforo that he had 
been not merely a loving, but an admiring father. Ho was proud 
'' * his superb daughter, with her self-sullicing intrepidity and her 
ambition, and her prospects, ilo saw her in his mind's eye the 
peer and the rival of peeresses. Now there seemed to liim some- 
thing mean in the lovo she, had confessed. In his secret heart he 
was not sorry to hear that the waves had removed Christmas 
Pembroke out of the way. That matter was settled, at all events, 
and wiBi good management ho did not despair of being able to 
bring Mario to marry Konald Vidal yet. His course for the 
present was clear, he thought. Ilo must sympathise \vith this 
girl, humour her, givo her her head in everything, try to induce 
her emotions, if possible, to flamo and bla:^ tliomselvcs away un- 
seen before Konald cam^down ; and perhaps, after a while, when 
the thing was over, she could bo brought to listen to reason. On 
tho whole things wore really looking better than they did an 
hour ago. There was no reason now why she should not marry 
Vidal ; and Vidal was so sensible that he would wait another six 
months, if necessary ; and oven if Vidal suspected that she had 
had a little tenderness foa Pembroke, he was so generous and so 
much a man of the world that ho wouldn't think too much about 
it now that tho poor fellow was dead. Sir John himself had 
a settled conviction that every woman had been profoundly in 
love witn some other man before she accepted her husband, and 
he didn’t see that they made any the worse wives for that. 



308 


DEABLABY DISDAIN. 


It was well that the future seemed to him to open a little 
brighter than it did a few moments ago. He might not, with all 
his sleek self-control, have been quite able to conceal his anger 
from Marie if his plans wore hopelessly spoiled. But now ho 
showed himself very tender. 

“ Well, my dear, he said gently, "I will not cross you in this.* 
I know I can trust to your self-control and your sense of what 
you owe to your own dignity as a woman. You shall go with 
me. I'll order the ciirriago at once to take us over. We'll be 
tWe before it gets dark. Tkis is indeed a terrible trial for you, 
and, of course, it is all the heavier because you cannot indulge 
your feelings openly. My poor Marie ! " 


CHAPTER XXXIL 
WHAI' the sea (SAVE UP. 

Makib was alone for a few moments when her father left her 
room and went to make arrangements for their dismal journey. 
Something in his manner distressed her. In all her personal 
pain and grief she had a vague consciousness that he did not 
seem to her very sorry. His change in manner since the terrible 
nows made her heart sink. She suspected that since Christmas 
Pembroke was now removed from the way ho would try all the 
more to persuade her to marry Mr. Vidal, and she should have 
fresh arguments and new struggles. In a day or two perhaps 
Vidal would bo in Durewoo^s, and nothing in life seemed to her 
now half so hard to bear as the thought of her engagement with 
him. She pressed her hands to her forehead. A resolve came. 

“ I’ll break it off myself ! ” she determined. “ I have a right ! 
My life is my own — and I will do it ! It is no shame now, since 
he is dead. I may loVo him now to my heart's content — and I 
could not even think of him while I remained still bound to Mr. 
Vidal." 

"Marie,’' her father said, quietly entering the room, "get 
ready dear, if you will come. Wo shall start in half an hour 
exactly. I have a letter or two to write first, which must go to 
the post.” 

"I, too, have a letter to write,” MaStie thought. 

" In half an hour I’ll come,” Sir John said. 

" X shall be quite ready, dear,” Mario replied with a composui’o 
which puzzled him. < 

The moment be had gone she went to her desk and began to 
write. The purpose that she had in writing kept her nerves calm 
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and steady. Her composure was surprising to herself now. 
J^ven while she wrote she found herself coldly looking the 
situation full in the face and resolving that this was the best 
thing and the right thing to do. Her whole soul was now set 
on being free of her engagement with Eonald Vidal — ^free to 
•think always over Christinas Pembroke and to own to herself 
that she loved him. This step, too, would save her father the 
pain of having to toll her story with his own lips to Ronald, and 
it would prevent the possibility of his trying to induce her still 
to marry Vidal. She gi^w sick a# the thought of his cool and 
man-of-the-world arguments all over again. 

F^he felt, too, as if she could not look on Christmas Pembroke’s 
dead body until she had released herself from h^r engagement 
witli Mr. Vidal. Tli«at seemed an indispensable and sacred duty. 
Not that she feared to indulge in any burst of grief over the 
body of the young man whom she had known, p.11 too late, that 
she loved. Lady Disdain believed that, broken as she was, she 
si ill had strength and pride enough not to betray herself before 
vulgar lookers-on. Rut her soul w^ouM at least be free ; and she 
could own to herself that she loved him. A girl beguiled into an' 
engagement during the absence of the lover whom she was taught 
to believe dead could not havo panted more eagerly to free her- 
self from it in order honestly to meet the lover come safely back 
ihan Marie longed to bo freo from her engagement with Mr. 
Vidal before she went to look on Christmas Pembroke dead. 

This was the letter she wrote. She wrote it at one stroke.” 
and as fast as her pen could go. Her mind was mistress of its 
subject — • 

“Dbar Mr. Vidal, • 

"This letter will give you pain to road, I fear. It 
gives me pain to write, but I cannot help writing it ; and I have 
not asked the advice of any one about it. I wonder if you 
already guess what I am going to say. 

" I cannot keep my promise. I must ask of you, and beg of 
you, that you will release mo from it. When I promised I did 
a great wrong to you and to myself ; but I did it partly without 
thought, and partly through ignorance of my own feelings. I 
know now that I ought not to marry you. I know that I never 
could care for you as you deserve and as your wife ought to care 
for you. 

" This is not all. Perhaps you might be generous enough 
and hopeful enough to overlook that. Rut I am going to say 
what, perhaps, no girl ever wrote before at such a time, and 
what,«iperhaps, I ought to be ashamed to confess. I know now 
what I did not know then— that there is some one I do care for 
more than ever 1 can care for you or any other being. He docs 
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not know this, and never can know it now ; but I do. I loved 
Iiim. 

I suppose this is an unwomanly confession. If so it will 
make you feel the less regret when you rcccivo this letter. You 
could not care to make any girl your wife who could have written 
it. I shall bo glad to believe that — if it is any relief to you t(f 
condemn and despise mo. I don’t know what the usage of the 
world may bo, but I have made up my mind that there should 
bo truth between you and mo. 

“ I do not ask you to forgive me. Pbught to have asked your 
forgiveness when I promised— not now wdien I release you from 
your engagement, and set you free. 

“Marie Ciialloner.” 

“ When that leaves Durewoods," said Mario, " I am free ! ” 
She made up the letter, addressed it, went dowstairs herself and 
placed it in the old-fashioned post-bag, and having met nobody 
on the way came quietly back to lier room. There was a strange 
feeling of exaltation — almost of exultation— about her. All high 
' emotions are in the same key ; and with resolve there always 
comes some thrill of the exultant mood. When Juliet’s lover 
knows all and has surveyed in mind tho worst and made uj) liis 
resolve, there is something like exulting pride in the declaration 
that now after all he will visit Juliet, and that very night. Our 
heroine thought wdth a kindred pride that now she was free to 
look on tho taco of tho man sho loved. At that moment came 
hack to her tho quiet, warning words of lliono Lyle the day 
before. 

“ Miss Lyle w’as right I suppose,” she thought. “ I may thinli 
of him so now at jeast, sinco ho is dead. Even tho poor girl whom 
ho loved would not blame mo now, if sho could know.” 

Her father camo and quietly handed her to the carriage, 
maintaining a dignified ease while in the presence of the servants, 
but relapsing into ostentatious sympathy when they were alone 
together and on their way. It was little more than mid-day, but 
tlio skies were covered and the scene wai»* dim with mist. They 
had a long drive, and they did not talk much. The momentary 
elevation of Ispirit which Mario had felt when she made her re- 
solve had passed away, and she had now only a sense of utter 
loneliness. Sho looked into the future and shuddered at its 
blankness : and she looked back on tho past and wondered why 
she ever was happy. '• 

For all tho sympathy Sir John Challonor now expressed, his 
daughter could not bring herself to turn towards him in confi- 
dence and love. It was not merely that sho could not bring her- 
self to this ; but it did not seem in the nature of things that slic 
should niako the attempt, or that there could be any confidence 



WHAT THE SEA GAVE UI\ 


311 


between them any more. Some vaguo idea that she had not been 
fairly dealt with floated across her mind. It had not much 
shape ; but there it was. Why did Christmas Pembroke want so 
much to see her before ho left England for ever? Why was he 
leaving England for ever ? Why had he never told Miss Lylo 
about — all that about Miss Jansen ? 

Looking back now upon the past she wondered at herself, and 
that she had not sooner understood the secret of her heart. Now 
she knew. She had loved him this long time. She had uncon- 
sciously tried to close ter breasi^ against him when she heard 
that he was in love with another girl, but he had gone with her 
inseparable as her shadow everywhere. His memory had op- 
pressed her always. Tho darkness in which she sat, the pain 
constantly in her heart, had been becHuse of liitn. But for her 
father and for the sake of Mr. Vidal, to whom she owed something, 
she would not have cared now who know it. She wished that 
she might go to Sybil Jansen and say : — “ I loved him too. I 
11. ay tell you, now that ho is dead,” and let them bo sisters in 
misfortune. , , 

What things that formerly were bewildering to her, as to hqr 
own moods, now seemed clear, and how strange many things a]^ 
pcared that concerned him ! Why did he tell her father that ho 
wanted to marry Sybil Jansen, and not tell Miss Lylo ? Why did 
he always seem unwilling to hear anything about Mr. Vidal? 
That day— that last day— when she saw him at Mrs. Seagraves' 
house, and wlien she sent through him a message of friendliness 
to Miss Jansen — why did ho look so blankly, as if ho didn't 
understand ? Why wa^ Miss Jansen so cold and rude to her ? 
Why did she hear of las love for Miss Jansen the very day \Vlien 
Mr. Vidal came with his proposal to her ? 

Thus vainly she tortured her mind, as people will do — as if 
dead were not dead — ^as if things might bo sot right yet — as if it 
mattered now asking why or how when all was finished for over. 
Now and then she remembered with a sickening panj^that it was 
vain to think of all this, and then shy began to think of it all 
over again. Each mpinent she became more and more conscious 
of a creeping, chilly sensation of distrust towards her father. 
It was not strong and decisive enough to be sjispicion — what 
was it? 

She looked thoughtfully at liim as he sat in the carriage, and 
she remembered the years when they were such companions, and 
when his coming always made her holiday, and she wondered 
why her heart should bo so cold to him now. He looked up and 
her eyes met his, and his were full of pity she thought. She was 
touched, and she gently put her hand upon liis arm. 

" Papa, dear ? ” in tho old loving, childlike way which she had 
some time disused. 
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** Yes, my love.” 

“ Have you any idea — can you think — why he wanted to see 
mo before he left England ? ” 

For a mf)nicnt perhaps Sir John was tempted to tell her the 
truth and give her in her grief the poor consolation of knowing 
that he loved her. She looked so wistful and eager and piteous. 
But Sir John was a prudent and calculating man. Ho had made 
most of his successes in life by the capacity to survey the whole 
of a situation in a moment, compare the “ fors ” and againsts,” 
and make up liis mind. To tpll her the. truth would do her no 
good — it would only prevent her recovering from all tliis folly, 
and it would for ever damage him and his authority in her eyes. 
The present pain was only for the present. Did ho not re- 
member his own love pains about Diono Lyle? and now how 
absurd they appeared ! So ho decided. 

“ Well, Marie, wo were always very kind to him — ^you par- 
ticularly ; and he seemed very grateful, poor fellow. It was only 
natural he should like to sec you and say that he felt thankful ; 
and then, perhaps, ho fipicicd I didn’t quite approve of his 
throwing up his career in England in that hasty sort of way, and 
'might have thought you would servo as a peacemaker. I should 
say it was something of that kind : very likely. Poor fellow- 
poor fellow 1 ” 

Marie sank back again into her former attitude. It did seem 
likely — and yet! — and so all the vain tormenting questioning 
began over again. 

They were passing some scattered outlying houses at last, and 
boats and nets, and posts with chains and ropes attached. 

” Now, my dear,” her father asked, in a tone of thrilling, 
startling, laboured gentleness,- like that which tells the patient 
that the operation is about to begin, "are you quite sure that 
you can go through all this ? A great deal depends upon your 
self-command. There is no necessity at all for you to get out of 
the carriage, and it will be so painful ” 

“ Are wo at the place ? ” 

“ Yes; very nearly. 1 really think yoq had much better not 
get out.” 

“ It seems^ to me at present,” ]\Iario answered, “ that I have 
only one desire left in the world.” 

" Yes : well ; what is that? ” 

“ To see him once more.” 

Sir John shrugged his shoulders ard felt bitterly angry. 
“This is what one brings up daughters and loves them for. 
Some young fellow comes from God knows whore, and they have 
, no feeling left in them for any one else ! " „ 

" As you please, Mario — if you will. But jremember not to 
mako an pxposuro of yoursdf. Don’t let us play a scene in a 
tragedy for the edification of Portstone.” 
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"Why should I expose myself?” she asked. “I know all 
that is to be known — the worst is over. I only want to see him 
now and to know that I liave seen him.” 

The carriage stopped, and Mr. Sands opened the door. Sir 
John got out and gave his hand to Mario. She alighted with a 
ftrm and easy step, and glanced quickly around her. The look 
of the place, or as much of it as she saw, became stamped upon 
her mind. They were at a doorway in one of tho three sides of 
what might have V)een called a square, if a quay and the water 
did not form its fourth aide. Thcbgrcy misty sea was plashing 
every moment over the quayside, and the rain was driving across 
the irregular pavement. The houses of tho place wore ancient 
and tumble-down looking structures for the most jlhrt. There 
wore lights already blinking in the win&ows of some of them, 
although the evening had not yet set in. In one house there 
were red curtains drawn across tho lower windows, which, with 
liglit behind them, gave tho one cheery patch of colour to relieve 
lilt* drear monotony and worse than wintry dismalness of tho 
place. There were boats hqre and thc*e, and there were posts 
with chains, and there were a few men in oilskin coats mooning 
about. 

" .lust this way. Sir John,” Mr. Sands said, " this way, miss ; 
three steps down. The light hero, Ruggles.” 

Buggies, whoever he was, held a lantern, and Sir John and 
his daughter descended some steps into a long central passage or 
hall. Marie felt her heart beat painfully, but she kept her self- 
control completely. She was conscious of carefully holding up 
her dress that it might not trail on the damp and dirty stops. 

" What place is this? ” she asked quietly. 

" This is the police station and the fire-office, miss,” the polite 
Sands replied. " We ought to have a deadhoiise here, but we 
ain't got one yet.” 

Marie shuddered. This secerned like enough to a deadhouso. 

They went through the central passage, which was v5ry dark, 
but which had rooms with stone floors on either side, that 
appeared tolerably welUighted with windows. Marie observed 
that there was a bird in a cage in one of the rooms. 

Then they passed through a backdoor and crossed a little ill- 
paved yard, Mr. Sands obligingly holding an umbrella over 
Mario. They came to a sort of outbuilding like a stable or a 
laundry, and Mr. Sands, going on before, opened the door with 
a latch. • 

Marie drew back for one instant. She knew this was tho 
place. 

" Yc^ will be firm, my dear child,” her father said implor- 
ingly. His whole soul was filled with the longing to got all this 
over without a scene. If he could once have her safely back in 
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the carriage, she might faint then, or cry, or do anything sho 
liked. He did not himself think now of the sight they were to 
see. It was nothing to him. If ho had come alone and with a 
mind free there might be some room for a thought about tho 
fate of his old friend's son. But now ho could only think of tho 
possibility of Marie’s making a scene which might lead to gossip 
and talk and scandal. A girl in such a case might, for all he 
know, throw herself on tho body. Ho drew Mario’s arm more 
lirmly within his own, and they w^ont in. 

This place was better lighted than tho more habitable part 
of tho building. It had great sloping skyliglits that almost 
made a roof of glass. Tho daylight was tolerably clear yet. 

There was nothing in tho room but a broad bench ; and on 
this lay sorn'Othing coVered with a great rug or blanket. Marie 
hold her breath. Tlio time has come, sho thought to herself 
now. A strange conceit passed through her. “I know now 
that I could Walk quietly to execution — it wouldn’t bo half so 
bad as this ! ” 

“ This is the body,” Mr. Sands said with superfluous explana- 
tion. The body covered with its rug seemed to lord it over tho 
place like visible King Death himself Mr. Sands spoke in a low 
tone as one might in tho presence of a king. 

Sir John and Mario looked on in silence. It seemed to her 
that her very heartbeats now stood still. 

" Shall I ? ” Mr. Sands asked, putting his hand upon tho rug 
and making a motion as if to remove it. 

“If you please,” Sir John answered. 

Mario found herself murmuring some prayer — ^to whom, for 
what, sho scarcely knew. 

Mr. Sands turned down the rug. A pale, waxy face was secn. 
It did not look awful; it did not look human; it did not seem 
as if it ever had belonged to life at all ; it was only like a waxen 
mask. Mario stooped over it for a second, holding her breath. 
Sir John bent down too, puzzled, amazed ; and then Mario tore 
her arm from his an^ gave a great cry that rang through tho 
gaunt empty room, “ Oh, it’s not he ! Oh, thank God ! ” 

“ Oh, tho young lady ! ” Mr. Sands exclaimed, and ran to lift 
her, for shahad fallen all in a heap upon tho floor. 

“No; thank you, don’t— I can lift her,” Sir John cried 
furiously. “This has all been a confounded mistake, Mr. 
Sands I This isn’t the person wo supposed. Can’t you get a 
chair somewhere ? No ; I say, don’t mind. We’ll come out of 
this place.” 

Sir John was a strong man still in his prime, and he made 
no more account of lifting and carrying his daughter. than he 
used to do in the days when it was his delight to bear her him- 
self to her cradle. But he did not feel tenderly to her now in 
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his heart. Ho felt impatient and angry. He was angry with 
her for making what ho would have called an exhibition of her 
feelings, and ho was angry with Mr. Sands for having brought 
about the mistake ; and with Christmas Pembroke for not being 
the dead body ; and with the dead body for not being CJiristnias 
Pembroke. In his haste he had not seen whose body it was. 
Tie had not known that poor Nat Cramp was lying there with all 
his foolish story of vanity, ambition, lovo, and disappointment 
brought to a sudden end. 


CTTAPTEU XXXIII. 

“but no MOBE LIKE MY FATHER.’* 

• 

Marie Challoneu had been prepared for everything but for 
what she saw. She had sclv^oled herself, steeled her heart and 
her nerves, and she could have looked without giving way on 
the cold, dead face of the man whom now she knew she had 
loved. She thought she could bear with anything rather than 
not see him for the last time. The last time— and also surely 
the first time ! She never saw him before in the true light — as 
tne one she might have loved. She had torn hcrsolf free from 
her engagement in order that, when she had seen him for the 
last time, she might be able in tho secrecy and solitude of her 
own room at night to indulge in her grief for him without feeling 
shame. But she had not been prepared for what she did see and 
for the wild reaction of joy that he Vas not dead. Therefore, a 
sudden stifling sensation seemed to cling upon hbr brain and her 
pulses, and there was an instant’s, a second’s intolerable struggle : 
strange lights flashed before her eyes, and there was an unearthly 
singing in her cars, and for the first time in her life she Tainted. 

She recovered very soon, and she found that her father had 
been wotting her forehead with a handkerchief dipped in cold 
water, and she smiled a faint thankfulness and said she was 
better— was quite well ; and her father, who did not speak much, 
brought her to tho carriage where he said she could rest more 
comfortably, and she reclined there feeling like a prisoner re- 
prieved before his death sentence has been wholly carried out 
and who has not quite recovered himself so far as to understand 
his joy. 

She saw her father and Mr. Sands talking together. She 
was nuw reviving rapidly and beginning to feel her relief,. 
Presently Sir John came and took his seat in tho carriage next 
to her. 
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The yonTig lady is better, T hope ? ” Mr. Sands asked, putting 
his head (which he respectfully uncovered despite the rain) in 
at the carriage window. 

'*1 am quite well now, thank you, Mr. Sands,” Marie 
answered, glad to speak to anybody. “ T never fainted before. 
But I was so glad to find that it was not the friend Wo 
thought.” 

Grief we all know is easier to keep in its place than joy. But 
it is especially hard to keep from talking of one's joy. Dear 
Lady Disdain found it a severe trial not to pour out to her 
father all the sense of gladness which had so completely over- 
mastered her. Something told her, however, only too surely 
that he would not share her emotion, and it was therefore a 
sort of relief to her even to express them thus faintly to respect- 
able Mr. Sands. 

“ From what Mr. Sands has been telling me, however, I fear 
wo must not look on things as quite so certain,” her father said, 
chillingly. “ Two young men, you say, took a boat at Bayniouth, 
Mr. Sands.” 

“ Two young men. Sir John. Such is the information we have 
received — two young men take a boat at Baymouth ; no one goes 
with them. Thu body is supposed to bo one of them.” 

" I am sure ho is not drowned,” Marie said, in a low tone. 
“ I know ho is safe.” 

" Well, well, we needn't try to argue that point,” Sir John 
said. ** Of course W'o all liope lie is safe.” 

“ Odd, tin’s one having the letter to the young lady in his 
possession,” Mr. Sands remarked. 

No, not particularly odd,” Sir John was quick to observe, 
for he did not choose to hate it supposed that any odd things 
could happen where his daughter was concerned. “ I dare say 
this poor fellow was a messenger. Mr. Pembroke's servant very 
probably. Do you know Pembroke's servant, Marie? Was 
that he ? ” 

" Papa—don't you know ? ” 

Sir John thought she was hastening to explain that Pembroke 
probably did not keep a servant, and ho considered any such 
explanation, unnecessary. 

Ah, well-^you didn't recognise him ?” 

" But— surely-^id not you? The poor fellow. It seems 
cruel and heartless to have been so glad— seeing him there 
dead ; but I couldn't help it.” « 

" Do you know who it was, Mario ? ” 

“ Oh yes, dear. It is that poor unfortunate creature Natty 
Cramp. I should have been so sorry for him ”— and Marie* turned 
pale and felt sick at the thought of the dead body and of what 
it might have been. 
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** Nonsense ! ” Sir John said — “ it can’t bo ! ” 

“But indeed it is — ^poor Nat Cramp. So soon after his 
mother ! ” Mario tried to feel very, very sorry ; but the know- 
ledge that it was not Christmas Pembroke kept sorrow asleep 
for tho present. “When sorrow slumbers wako it not,” says 
yie German song. Marie felt it a pious duty to stir her sorrow 
and try to rouse it ; but it had drunk of an opiato and would 
not wake. 

“ Why, wo loft liim in America the other day,” Sir John said. 

“ Cue of the young m^i, it would ai^pear, was understood to 
have come from America, Sir John,"* Ikir. Sands explained. 

“lie would liave come on hearing of his mother’s death ,” 
said Marie. “ But that is poor Natty. His dreams are ail 
over.” • • 

“ My daughter must be right,” Sir John said. “ This was 
the son of an old person lately dead who had been a servant at 
Durewoods, Mr. Sands.” • 

“ Very sad ! ” said Mr. Sands; “ but w^e must all come to it.” 

“ Wait for me, Marie. I’ll just go with Mr. Sands and look 
again. I did not look very* closely wh&i 1 saw that it wasn’t — 
it didn’t occur to mo.” 

Mario was left alone for a moment. Tho whole mystery 
seemed clear to her. Poor Nat Cramp was hastening to Dure- 
woods on account of his mother’s death, and Christmas had 
g.ven him tho letter to carry to her. The thought of their 
being together seemed to her out of the question. If they were 
together how could Nat come to have tho letter intended for 
her ? Tho suggestion did not oven trouble or alarm her. Oh, 
no! he was alive! and slio was happy. For the present she 
had not even timo to think that if he lived he lived for some 
one else. It was enough now to know that he was not dead. 

Sir John came back looking a little pale. 

“ It is poor Cramp sure enough,” he said — why the deuce 
didn’t ho stay in the States where he was doing well ? ”, 

Sir John was very angry with Cramp for not being Christmas 
Pembroke. Or it seemed to him perhaps that if Cramp had only 
remained in New Padua*Pembroke then must have been drowned. 
Ho gave directions, however, to Mr. Sands that when all the 
formalities of the law were over, tho body should b8 removed to 
Durewoods, and buried there near that of Mrs. Cramp, and that 
he. Sir John Challoner, would bear all the expenses. Ho also 
requested Mr. Sands to let him know if anything else came to 
light— about tho boat ana tho other young man — and the carriage 
drove away. 

“Why was this young fellow bringing a letter to you, Marie? ” 
her father asked sharply. 

“ I don’t know, indeed, papa. But I suppose Mr, Pembroke 
must have asked him to bring it to me.” 
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Sir John shrugged his shoulders. 

It seems to mo that there was a kind of plot going on all 
around mo, and that everybody had soiuo mystery, wliicli was 
carefully kept from me. Was Dione Lyle mixed up in all this 
work ? ” 

In what work, dear ? I don’t know of any.” * 

“ All this letter writing and fetching and carrying, and love 
secrets and the rest of it. Tlio whole parish, I suppose, will 
know that IMiss Clialloncr was in love '.vitli some young fellow — 
while she was engaged to Lojd Taladii^o’s son. Good God ! what 
a state of things ! ” 

Oh, but nobody knew it,” Mario pleaded. Oh, why can 
you not believe me ? Nobody Imew it. 1 didn’t know it myself. 
Don’t make me miserable by telling mo that I have disgraced 
myself. I liavo not disgraced myself. Nobody ever shall know 
it, if you don’t betray it.” 

" Marie, lot mo know this distinctly, onco for all. Has nobody 
else ever heard of this?” 

'‘Nobody else— oh, no!” 

For the moment she did not remember that in her letter to 
Vidal she liad made a confession wliich only wanted the name 
to bo complete. 

Sir John threw himself back in his seat with a sort of sigh as 
of one who mournfully resigns liimself to the dubious consola- 
tion that things miglit have been worse. Mario was left 1o her 
own thoughts for the rest of tho journey homewards. It was not 
her father’s fault if she did not regard lierself as a very wrong* 
headed young woman, who was bringing trouble upon licr family 
and friends. All tliis kind of thing was very new to Marie, who 
had been a sort of princess in her homo before this, and whom 
her father would, have spoiled — if she could have been spoiled — 
by petting and by something like homage. 

When she returned to her own room it came on her mind 
that therp would seem to her father an inconsistency between tho 
assurance she had given him that nobody know of her secret but 
himself, and the sort of confession sho Ijad made to Mr. Vidal, 
lie must come to know what she had written to Vidal, and she 
felt that it would be unworthy on her part not to tell him at onco. 
She had written tho letter with a set purpose which nothing 
could shake : and why should sho bo afraid to say that she had 
done so ? What, indeed, could it matter now ? She could not 
and would not do the only thing that would have pleased her 
father — ^what then did it matter whether his displeasure fell upon 
her a little more or a little less sharply, a little sooner or a little 
later? 

Still she felt a kind of dread at her heart. She shrank back 
from facing the unknown consequences of what she had done. 
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She was alarmed at the thought of seeing her father in some 
mood such as she had never known in him before. She had 
iicai’d and read of fathers who were violent and fierce. Her father, 
of course, had never bficn like that. It was hard to believe in tlie 
^possibility of his ever being like that. But lie had spoken to her 
tl^at very day as ho never spoken to her l^efore, and as slie could 
3'ot yesterday have believed it possible that anybody would ever 
speak to her. Who could say what might not happen next? All 
strange and inconceivable things had lately broken in upon her 
life. A great sea had ruslmd over it^and swept all the old land- 
marks away. Nothing could be surprising any more. Therefore 
her heart beat quickly. Like all women she was inclined to 
tremble at the unknown and the possible. 

But the one thing which she could not do watf to deceive. 
“ If this remains unknown to him one hour longer I shall have 
deceived him,” she said. In that moment of confused emotion 
tlicro came to her recollection that Diono Lyle had praised her 
for having something like a man’s sentiment of honour. She 
woiii: resolutely to her father. 

She knew she should find "him in the library. Only the other 
day it seemed when she used to run in and scramble into his 
arms, and sit on his knee and make him put away whatever book 
ho was reading and talk to her. IIow kind and patient he always 
was ! Again she remembered what a holiday his coming used 
to bo ! Now she was almost afraid to go to him. But she put 
her fear down and went in. 

Sir Jo) in Avas leaning on the chimnoy-pieco with his back 
turned to her, and looking moodily at the fire. As ho heard tho 
rustle of her dress he looked up and their eyes met in the glass 
over tho chimney-piece. There was no sympathy in that momen- 
tary intiTchango of glances. Each looked away et once. 

Have I disturbed you, papa? ” she began, with an effort at 

case. 

" No, Mario, I was not busy.” This was said in a tone and 
with a manner which conveyed as plainly as any words could 
have done — My mind Avas too painfully dccupied with the trial 
imposed upon mo by So. ungrateful daughter to allow of my 
devoting myself to my usual occupations." 

" I wanted to say something to you.” 

" Yes, Marie.” There was a slight relaxation of tho melan- 
choly rigour of his face. Has she come to announce sub- 
mission ? ” he asked himself. 

" I know you will bo displeased ” 

«Oh! Well, Marie?” 

“ I told you to-day that nobody could possibly know anything 
about— ^bout all that— but you.” 

"Yes, you told me that— and I believed you. Well— was it 
not true?” 
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This harsh, cruel way of takinpj her up shocked Marie and 
almost made her repent of her candour. 

" It was true,” she said quietly. “ At least I meant it for the 
truth. But 1 didn’t remember then that 1 had told another 
person something of it.” 

“I thought as much, Marie,” Sir John said with a half- 
triumphant, half-contemptuous smile. “You women never, I 
believe, tell the whole truth at once. Well, I suppose I know tho 
rest. You told this romantic secret, of course, to Dione Lyle ! . 
I might have known it. >|^boliovc in my soul that woman was at 
the bottom of the whole afiair. She nates mo I know. Well, 
she has her revenge now. I can’t deny that.” 

“ No, I never told Miss Lyle,” Marie said, surprised amid all 
her nearer personal emotions at the words he had spoken — tho 
words about hatred and revenge. “ She knows nothing about 
it.” 

“ Then whp in the name of the I want to hear who 

knows anything about it.” 

“ I wrote to IMr. Vidal to-day.” 

“ You — ^what ? You wrote to Bonald Vidal ? ” 

“ I wrote to him to-day.” 

“ Mario ? You wrote to Vidal to-day — about what ? ” 

“ I told him that I couldn’t ever marry him —because I didn’t 
care about him — ^and because ” 

“ Well, go on in God’s name and lot mo hear it all.” 

“ Because, I cared — very much — for somebody else.” 

Sir John Clialloner had been nervously turning in his hand a 
largo vessel of Venetian glass which ho found on the chimney- 
piece. Ho now dashed it on the hearth, where it broke in pieces 
Avith a crash that made Mqrio start and tremble. W’^omen are 
greatly frightened by a dispute which begins with a loud noise 
and breaking of glass. 

“ Marie — ^you didn’t do this. I don’t believe it. You never 
would have dared to do it Avithout telling me.” 

“ Oh'yes, I did it. I thought it very right to do ” 

“ Do you mean to say that you have actually sent that letter 
—sent it away with that shameful confession in it ? ” 

“ Yes : it is gone.” 

“ Great 'God I What did you do such a thing as that for ? 
Have you no sense of shame — have you no thought of me or of 
anything 1 Why did you not tell me ? ” 

“ Oh, because you would have tried to persuade me. And we 
should only have had useless argumeh'ts — ^and you don’t under- 
stand how a woman feels — or, at least, how I feel. Papa, I am 
sorry if you are angry, but 1 couldn’t help it. 1 felt that 1 must 
set myself free from this miserable engagement, and set uim free 
too— good, kind Bonald Vidal— and tho only right way was to 
tell him the truth.” 
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“ We are disgraced for ever ! ” 

"There is no disgrace,” Marie said bravely — "but there would 
have been disgrace to me *if 1 had married that kind-hearted, 
honourable man, when I had no love for him, but only for some- 
body else. Oh yes, that would have been disgrace, I am not 
^shamed of what I have done.” 

" I am, by God ! ” her father cried out so furiously that sho 
started — " and I am ashamed of you ! Yes, I am — and I ought 
to bo ! Did any one ever hear of suph a thing ? Why didn't 
you let me write? — if yqji must bre«^ off the whole thing — I 
could have put it in some decent li^t.” 

" I wrote because I wanted just the plain truth to be known.” 
Sir John looked at her With fierce inquiry. Could it be that 
she meant to imply anything against him— that ke would not^ 
have told the truth ? But his daughter had no such meaning. 

" I knew,” she went on simply, " that you would not like to 
toll that — and Mr. Vidal might still think that he was bound to 
presi:: me, and might think there was nothing really in the way 
— and so 1 wanted him to know once for all that it would bo 
impossible.” * “• 

" My God, what deceivers women are ! ” Sir John cried in 
liis indignation against the whole sex, about whom it was one of 
his articles of faith that men were not bound to tell them the 
whole truth in anything. " To think that you could be with me 
all this day, Marie, and never tell mo that — and look me in the 
face and keep such a secret as that ! Have you told Vidal his 
name as well as everything else ? ” 

" Oh no ; ” and she found the colour all mounting to her 
forehead. * 

" But, of course, he’ll easily gup,ss ; and this will bo the talk 
of the town ! Mario, I am glad your mother isjdead.” 

He walked up and down the room, and kept saying in a loud 
tone, " What are we to do ? What are we to do ? ” 

Marie felt nearly crushed. She had not before regajrded her 
offence in this odious hght. Sho had not supposed that itr was 
an actual sin against womanhood to be ih love even with some- 
body who was not in love with her — so long as she kept her 
secret to herself— and whoso fault was it that she had not kept 
it to herself? Surely only theirs who would have hdr to marry a 
man whom she never could love. Therefore while she regarded 
herself as very unfortunate and beset by very peculiar trials, and 
was prepared even to that sho must now be a great trouble 
to her father, still she had not thought of herself as a mere 
scandal upon womanhood. But it is hard to hear one's self be- 
wailed and cried out against as a shame to one’s household and 
not to '&roop the head. A sense of one’s innocence, we are told, 
sustains and consoles all the good people we read of. But there 

Y 
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arc somo very good people who are not quite so complacently 
satisfied of their own goodness, and who, therefore, when they 
hear themselves vehemently denounced as guilty are startled for 
the moment into almost fearing that they are not innocent. 

Sir John suddenly stopped. 

'' I wish to God I had never had a daughter ! ” he said. " ,T 
wish you had died when you had that fever long ago — and I sat 
up all night — ^night after night, and I wouldn’t let the nurse 
watch you — I did, by Go(J ! Tve worked for you more than for 
myself. I have had ambition for you — I speculated and saved 
and schemed and planned for you. A match-making mamma ” 
— he changed his tone for a moment to one of savage sarcasm — 
** a match-making mamma couldn’t have done more for licr 
daughter thaa I did for you — and now this is Avhat it all comes 
to!" 

He was working himself up into a fury which Marie thought 
terrible to look at. It was strange indeed to her, and had long 
been strange to him. John Ohalloncr had been born poor and 
among the humble, and he had been born with a passionate and 
in many qualities a vulffar nature. “ lie had gradually risen in 
the world ; he was endowed by Nature with just the combina- 
tion of faculties which mean rising in the world, and no more. 
Getting up and up, he had schooled himself into the proprieties 
and the manners of the people vrith vhom it was his ambition to 
associate, and ho had disciplined his bursts of anger. But, as 
we have seen, a certain taint of the original vulgarity of nature 
always remained in liim. So, too, the deep, coarse passion 
remained down in his breast somewhere. It was always only 
smothered — not extinguished. It hr6ko out now and blazed; 
and Ohalloncr liked it to bhze. Now that there was nobody 
looking on but bis daughter — for whom, sinco she was not likely 
to be the Honourable Mrs. Anything, he had no longer much 
respect — he was glad to give liis old nature its full way. It 
relieved liiin, and his disappointment was almost unbearable. 

Mario was startled and shocked out of all thought for herself. 

" Oh, papa — dear, dear papa, don’t speak and look in that 
way ? You are not liko yourself. Oh, 1 am so sorry if I havo 
disappointed you.” 

She put ’her hand gently on his shoulder. He flung it off— 
and flung her off so roughly that she found herself shaken against 
the chimney-piece. Then he stood near her, with his face 
purpling and his large white hand clenched, and her heart stood 
still, for she thought ho was going to strike her. 

Then he drew back and tossed his arms loosely about os if to 
shake off the temptation that beset him. 

“ Go out of the room ! ” he cried. “ Get out of the rodin, and 
don’t stand there to provoke me ! You are a disgrace to me/’ 
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Ho turned his hack upon her and strode to a window, and 
stood there cliating and tossing his arms almost as wildly as the 
trees outside were tossing their boughs. 

Dear Lady Disdain, white as ashes, went out of the room. 
She went to her turret-room where she had been so happy, where 
she had been such a princess. She could not yet find any relief to 
h6r agony in tears. She felt a dry, catching, choking sob every 
now and then rending her throat, but she could not cry. Tho 
whole thing was so frightfully strange. Was it her father — or a 
madman — or some hideous creature of a*dream — who had heaped 
such insults on her, and ?lung her* away witli liis hand, and 
driven her from the room ? Her misery was too new for her to 
realise its shape as yet. One thing only \vas pressing down upon 
licr — the consciousnoFS that all was changed — that Moihing over 
again crmld be as it was for her. Where was her father — the 
kind, fond, petting companion of her childhood and her youth? 
That strange, wild, ^^Indcing, red-faced man l)eloAV,,who flung his 
.'inns about and slaii)i)v.d and broke glass things and rated at her 
jind flung her away ^ 

Her heart leaped witli a nameless, iifdofinable terror as slio 
1 i\'ard a tap at tlio door, and then saw it open and her father 
c'< 'inc ill. Instinctively she drew back and almost cowered in tho 
c orner beside the chiniirey-piccc. Dear Lady Disdain had never 
b(‘foro known fear. Slic had never had anything to be afraid of ; 
ar i tho common terrors of deaths, storms, wrecks, and such like 
vrould liavc found her brave and brilliant. But she was for tlio 
moment cowed by tins strong^ furious man, who she supposed 
might heat her and kill her if he liked. If she avas capable or 
c onscious of any dislinctwish or hope at tho time it was tJiat ho 
would kill her in some quick way, lyid not strike and beat her 
first. , 

Sir John was now as pale as she, and he trembled more than 
she did. 

“ Llarie— Mario/' lie said, " I Jiavo conic to beg your pardon, 
my child. I — I want you to forgive me. I do not know what 
came over me— but 1 didn't mean wlaat I said. I used to bo very 
passionate once, but not fills long time — only it came out then in 
a moment. Won’t you forgive me, my dear ? ” 

Ho mistook Mario’s hesitation. Sho was too much bewildered 
and alarmed to collect her senses and reply, for this presentation 
of her father was as strange and dreadful as the other. 

“ My dear, my dear, do vou refuse to forgive inc ? Good God I 
are you afraid of me ? I’lf go on my knees to you.” 

“Oh, my dear,” the poor bewildered, heart-tom girl cried, 
throwing her arms round his neck, " don’t speak in that way ; it 
is like madness ! I forgive you, dear. I forgive you, a thousand 
times. I know you didn’t mean it — it was notliiiig. Do not 
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think about it any more. I am not afraid of you, dear — oh no, 
not a bit. Why should I be afraid ? 

She now petted and soothed him almost as one might a child. 
He seemed, indeed, a sort of child to her. At first she feared in 
her ignorance that ho was really going mad, but at last she came 
to understand things better. It was only the furious outburst 
of a disappointed and a not noble ambition. This it was whidh 
had made her father first rage and then grovel. Oh, how truly 
she forgave him, and fcjft pity and regret all unspeakable for 
him 1 How she prayed for him and wept for him that sad night ! 
But the dear, dear father of her girlnood whom she admired as 
well as loved — the strong, serene, stately father on whose arm she 
was so proud to lean, and \vhosc smiling presence made her best 
festival — that friend and father was gone for ever. 


CHAPTEB XXKIV. 

TAKEN — THE OTHEK LEFT. 

One of Nat Cramp’s wild dreams had been realised. That far-off 
night when he walked on the Durewoods pier he found a certain 
delight in wishing that he had perished in the sea and that his 
body had been washed ashore, and that she might hear of his fate. 
A kind Heaven, pitying and indulgent even to his nonsense, had 
granted at least half his prayer — as Apollo dealt with the hero in 
the '"jEncid.” The sea has washed 'his dead body ashore and 
brought it under her very c^es. It would probably have recon- 
ciled him to death in any case if he could have known for certain 
that Marie Chal loner would bend over his dead face and recognise 
him. Poor Nat, what a pity he cannot know ! Ah, it is humili- 
ating to think that there is no heroism in life half so desperate 
as the heroism of self-conceit! Yet suppose Nat could have 
known? Suppose hd could have seen Mario Challoner fall in a 
faint from very joy that it was he who was dead and not Christ- 
mas Pembroke ? Suppose he could have known that his life or 
death would hardly be thought of by her, provided only that 
Christmas Pembroke were alive? Surely, one might say that 
the Devil himself could have invented no more cunning, cruel 
(rick than that — ^to entrap poor Nat ipto throwing away his life 
only that his very death might show more clearly than ever his 
utter insignificance in her eyes. To die for the sake of giving 
her at least a pang; and to find that the pang was only one of 
joy because he and not somebody else was dead ! What but this 
couId.be indeed '' the fiend’s arch mock ? ” 
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The sea keeps some of its secrets. It will always keep secret 
the answer to the question whether Cramp really meant that day 
to drown himself and his companion. Was his conduct only an 
ebullition of meaningless bravado? Was it merely the irrepres- 
sible extravagance of a fantastic^ morbid mind strained to its 
iftmost by excitement ? Had he thought of what ho was doing 
at all, or was he unaccountable for any freak and impulse as a 
diimken man might bo ? That cannot be settled. There was so 
much of self-conceit and sham and ifiountebankery about the 
poor youth at his best that ho could €iever know himself how far 
lie was in earnest. But it is probable that his condition then 
was desperate enough for anything, and there Avas always a pre- 
posterous amount of earnestness under his most grgtosquo folly. 
The one certain thing is that wilfully or otherwise, by blundering 
bravado or set purpose, he turned the boat over, and that next 
day his body lay cold iwidcr the eyes of Marie Challoner. All 
the dreams and hopes and romance, the nonsenko, the Claude 
Mclnotto visions, the Eepublic, and the Church of the Future 
had conducted him to this. ,His epitaph, perhaps, might fitly be 
embodied in the cry of joy with which Marie welcomed the dis- 
covery that it Avas he and not another Avhom the cliilly, broken 
Avaves of the winter sea had washed ashore. 

McanAvhilo what of the chance companion who had come 
d )wn from London Avith Cramp that day, and whose Bellerophon- 
letter poor, cold, unconscious Cramp had brought Avith him safely 
to land in order to torture our heroine and take all the tragic 
dignity out of his own fate ? 

When the boat turned over and flung Christmas Pembroke 
and Nat Cramp into the sea, the two parted company in a 
moment. Christmas rose to the sflrfaco at once, ana kept his 
nerves steady and tried to look about him. The waves were 
sharp and rough, and buffeted him hither and thither as the 
gusts of sudden wind varied. They struck him in the face and 
beat him on the back of the head and blinded his eyes, afid some- 
times thrcAv him clean over on his back. They seemed to oAvn no 
regular rise and fall to which a stout swimmer might suit him- 
self. Perhaps, in such a condition of things, if a man really can 
swim, he is apt at first to lose his temper rather than his courage. 
It is almost impossible not to be angry with the waves, very hard 
to keep from shouting at them and cursing them. They seem to 
play so unfairly ; to give their enemy no chance ; to fall upon 
him from all sides at onco; to hit him when he is down; to fling 
themselves on him most viciously when he is most embarrassed. 
The swimmer becomes infuriated against them and hates them 
as if thgy were living, treacherous, pitiless enemies ; and indeed 
there seems something perversely human in their malignantly 
boisterous behaviour. 
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If Christmas denounced or cursed them, however, it was from 
the teeth inwards. He had far too much sense to waste any of 
his breath and his strength in outcry when he had such a fight 
for his life before him. One passionate resolve filled him. Ho 
would not die : the waves should not kill him. Ho mado up his 
mind to take things coolly. Swimming with any definite purpoiS:o 
would be a sheer waste of powder. He did not know where to 
swim. The only thing he could do was to keep himself , aflo: it 
with as little Tvastc of strlsngth as possible and hold as well as lio 
could that position with regard to wind which would best save 
his face and eyes from the beating of the waves. " I shall do well 
enough for a good while longer,” lie thought, " if I don^t freeze 
with cold.” , But hea’Vjcns ! how cold the water was ! And how 
dreary the whole scene was — the grey sky: the black waves! 

Christmas looked round everywhere when he could use his 
eyes to any advantage, but could see no^ign of unfortunate Nat 
Cramp. It was probably a lucky thing for him that he did not 
see his late companion, for if ho had ho would certainly have 
tried to save him, and « they would both in all probability have 
been washed ashore at Ports tone together. Such a struggle for 
life, however, leaves no time for regretting lost companions. 
Every moment that Christmas tried to raise his head a littU) 
above the waves to see if anywhere he could descry unhappy Nat, 
he was so beaten and buffeted and flung about and fallen upon, 
that all his attention had to go back at once to himself alone. 
At one moment, however, lie saw that he was very near the up- 
turned boat. A thrill of hope and joy went through him. It 
was not easy to got to the boat without the chance of being dashed 
against her or sucked under her, and Christmas dreaded almost 
above all things a disabled hand or arm just now. Nor was it 
easy being near ‘the boat to do anything better than allow himself 
to be dashed against her and take his chance. So ho made for 
her anyhow, and presently he was flung forward and felt a sen- 
sation aV if some giant had flung him up against a wooden 
gate, and uncertain whether his ribs were dashed in or not ho 
found himself lying across the upturned*boat and clinging to her 
keel. This was the moment for safety. It was at all events a 
relief not to keep his limbs and senses employed in the mere 
struggle to remain afloat. He was afloat now easily enough, and 
the only thing was to keep himself from being smothered by 
waves breaking against the boat, or from being tom away from 
her, or having his head beaten against her keel. " Luckily there 
are no sharks about here,” our poor hero thought. 

Far away he saw the sail of which Nat Cramp had CT)oken. 
The wind, however, blew from her to him, and he did no(? believo 
there would bo the sli^test chance of sending his voice across 
the gusts to her. So he prudently spared his lungs and did not 
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try. It was raining and the sky was all clouds, and ho did not 
think he could do anything to make her see him. Still he had 
great hopes from her, and while that sail remained above his 
horizon he felt that no chilling sea could cause him to give up 
the struggle. For he seemed to have made up his mind that the 

? ea should not swallow him before ho had given his last message 
o Marie Challoner. '' Dio here now,” he thoiiglit, and she never 
to know how I loved her ? No — ^lll not die ! ill never give in ! 
1*11 get to Durewoods yet ! ** ^ 

It was strange how qi^per and drowsy and dreamy ho seemed 
to grow. He was lying now not very uneasily along the back of 
the boat and holding on to her keel and was nearly out of the 
water, and there was a warmish and thick drizzle of rain falling 
around him, and the tossing motion and the hoarse roaring oi 
the waves seemed to dull all liis senses. The sharper tension of 
the struggle was gone and his frame was relaxed, and he felt in- 
clined to go to sleep. He seemed to himself less like one clinging 
for dear life to an upturned boat in an angry sea than like one 
who lies in his bed and dreams of being in such a plight. But 
that the light had not changed he woulfl have thought ho must 
have been hours in the water. It seemed half a lifetime since ho ' 
left London in the pouring rain that very morning. Was it that 
morning or when ? Had he really met Nat Cramp at all ? 

Sometimes ho found his eyes closing, and he once must have 
dozed for an instant, for he thought he was travelling in the 
sleeping-car of a railway at night, and that the noise of the waves 
was the rush and rattle of the train. Then he came to himself 
with a start, fearing he was about to bo washed oif the boat. 
Sometimes his mind waiMered and ho fancied ho was in Japan 
with his father ; in San Francisep ; in Durewoods with Mario 
Challoner in the hollow among the trees holding her hand, and he 
talked to her quite aloud. More than once when Jiis tired, lan- 
guid eyes closed, ho fancied he was lying in the chair in Sir John 
Challoner*s library at Kensington asleep, and ho believed that he 
had but to open his oyes and see Mario Challoner bending over 
him. So he looked up and saw the grcy*sky and felt the tossing 
of the pitiless waves, fftid clung all the faster and with strength 
renewed to the slippery boat and compelled his nerves to keep 
under his control, for if ho lost liis self-discipline foi^cvcn a single 
moment he know full well that he should never sec Mario Chal- 
loner again. These little half-unconscious moments, these fits of 
sleepiness, were probably his salvation. Perhaps without them 
his nerves could never have endured the strain put on them — the 
strain of watching his safety and holding on to the boat. 

What gleams of pleasure were extracted from the most 
unproTnising condition, liko the sunbeams from the Laputan 
cucumber? A chance change of position bringing a sense of 
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freshness and relief to the overstrained frame, to the uneasy 
limbs, was for the moment a delight, as it is to the sick man 
on a bed of pain. Then he allowed his mind to enjoy the respite 
for an instant, and it went off guard and stood at ease. Some- 
times he found himself shouting out scraps of song in answer to 
the hoarse roar of the waters. Sometimes he talked to himselfi 
and sometimes he shouted to Nat Cramp. Then he grew lazy 
and languid again, and felt very cold, and when his mind was 
awake and active enough to take in the reality of his condition 
he began to fear that ho coujd not hold on any longer, that ho 
must drop off and die, and*^ never see Durewoods more. But 
again some change of position gave him fresh relief and he 
presently found himself back in Durewoods among the trees 
talking with Mario Chailoner. Then he grow so languid that 
oven when he once became vaguely aware that the sail he had 
seen was much nearer to him than before he only made mental 
observation tha^i it was a schooner and did not seem to bo con- 
scious of his having any personal interest in it. But he suddenly 
awoke with a start that nearly lost him his place on the boat, 
and he cast away this lahguid, dying mood, and, tossed by the 
* waves and soaking in the rain and chilled in the feet and legs as 
he was, he found the lifeblood bubbling and dancing in his veins 
again, and his mind told him ''1 shall see Durewoods again, after 
all ! ” and he shouted to the schooner with a lung-racking effort 
which made his voice little good for singing for many a day after. 
Again and again he shouted till he fell back quite exhausted, 
only able to wait for any fate. 

Afterwards ho had a consciousness of being dragged and 
heaved on board a vessel, of having^ some delicious, divine, 
reanimating, burning liquid, poured down his throat— only 
brandy and water— of seeing several faces round him, of asking 
if any one had seen poor Cramp, begging them to look out for 
Cramp, and then falling asleep. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

“ YOU AllE AND DO NOT KNOW IT.” 

A NiOHT of broken rest, of short, horrible dreams from which it 
was a relief to start, and sweet dreams still shorter from which 
it was a pain to awake ; a night wlvch seemed long as a lifetime, 
which was divided into intervals and chapters that were like 
years, brought Marie Challoner to her next morning. Until the 
slow dawn had come and familiar objects could bo seen, tho 
sleeping and tho waking alike seemed a nightihare. A pro- 
found sense of strange, immeasurable misfortune was over Marie 
all the night through. What was to happen to her now ? . What 
was to happen to her next ? How were she and her father to 
live together henceforward ? Was it possible or right that they 
should live together? For;;vrhcn all hif passion had passed away 
and ho had put on an apologetic and subdued manner toward^ 
her, it was still just as clear as before that ho considered her to 
have broken up all his plans and spoiled his life. lie had tho 
manner of one prepared to bear anything that might fall on him 
by or through his cliild, but who could not quite conceal the 
cruel pains of his martyrdom. Mario felt already like a stranger 
in the house — ^likc one who had no right to bo there, who had 
forfeited her claim to her father's love and shelter. Could a high- 
spirited girl endure this^long? Would life on such conditions 
be worth having ? 

What she felt was that she had not merely lost her father, 
but that fate had changed her father, given her a new and sadly 
different father— one whom she hardly knew how to speak to, 
whom she looked at with uneasiness and dread, who seemed to 
shrink from her and to dislike her even when ho was duost civil 
and kind in words. The changeling of the fairy story is always 
■the strange, unfamilia:^, uncanny child whom the perplexed parent 
cannot warm to — here tho changeling was tho parent. Seldom 
surely was a girl's heart more peculiarly tried. ^ For the new 
vein of love which had been breathed in it, exquisite as was tho 
sensation it brought, only seemed to have been opened that her 
heart might bleed to death. Her love was to be barren— an 
endurance, a miserable^ secret, not. a blessing. She had found 
out that she could love and that she did love, only just in time 
to find out that she could not have a lover. If Christmas Pem- 
broke was not dead— if that hope and belief brought a rush of 
joy, what a cold reaction followed it! His name was nothing 
to her but a name to make her blush. By tho strangest com- 
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bination of unhappy chances, love seemed to have brought to 
her nothing but the need of renunciation, of repression, and of 
concealment. 

Yet in one way her heart and her spirit never changed. She 
was still glad that she had broken suddenly and decisively from 
her engagement with llonald Vidal. She felt her cheek burn.i 
with shame as she thought of him. She could have thanked 
Heaven now that he had never kissed her. It was well to have 
any little sense of relief anywhere, for the background as well as 
the foreground of her thoughts was nciyrly filled up with figures 
of pain. When for one mofnent her anxious mind ceased to 
brood on the possible fate of Christmas Pembroke, or the future 
of her fiither and herself, it rested on the wrong she had done to 
Honald Vidal and the pfuii she must have caused him, or on the 
stark dead body of poor Nat Cramp. 

The storm that had swept the skies and the seas for so many 
miserable days 'v^^as over. The rain had ceased and the clouds 
had broken. A pale mild sunlight shone from a cold blue streak 
of sky. There was sometliing even in that. The world was not 
all given over to mist and rain and racking wind. The gleam 
»of pale sun was a touch of inspiration to her sinking, sickening 
heart. It seemed to Marie like the long-withheld smile of God’s 
compassion, and it brought tears into her eyes. 

What a forlorn meal was that breakfast when she and her 
father sat together and tried to seem as if they believed they 
were the same to each other, and talked a little on indifferent 
topics, each well knowing what was at the otlier’s heart ! How 
often did each look up and find that the otlier’s eyes were suddenly 
withdrawn ! 

I have had a letter froii\ Mr. Sands this morning, Marie,” 
licr father said at last. “ I xam going over to Portstone after 
breakfast. There is to be an inquest, and I am to identify poor 
Cramp. Then I shall liave him — the body — ^brought here and 
buried properly near his mother. That will bo only right, you 
know.” 

“The widow’s son ‘by the widow,” said Marie. “Poor- 
Sarah Cramp! She worked and saved— and loved— to little 
purpose.” 

Sir John shook his head. 

“ Yes,” ho murmured audibly, but as if unsconsciously, “ sho 
did. We all work and save— and love— to little purpose, I think 1 
Yes, yes— well, well I ” 

Marie’s cheeks coloured a little, but sho said nothing. Sho 
was not probably of an age or in a mood to make allowance 
enough for her father’s point of view. He had, indeed, loved 
her much, in his own way, and had worked for her and saved 
for her, and was proud at the thought of having his life’s ambi- 
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tion gratified through her, by her — and she had blown down all 
his plans and schemes and hopes with the breath of what seemed 
to him a girl’s foolish whim. His ambition truly had not been 
noble, but its dying agonies were keen, and the first passion of 
disappointment over he did not bear them badly. 

► But if Marie did not yet make mental allowance enough for 
her father’s disappointment, she at least was reasonable enough 
not to embitter it by any remonstrance, even if it did give forth 
a petulant w^ail now and then. She pnly said — 

“ I am glad that wti can sho^y our kindly memory of her — 
and of Mm too— even in that poor way.” 

Then,” Sir John went on, " I am going on to Baymonth at 
once. I am going to town — I shall return hero the day after 
to-mcrrow, I think.” • • 

“You are going to London to-day?” she asked, with 
tremulous lip. 

“ This evening— yes. I must see Eonald yidal at once, of 
course— that is due to him — and put things in the best way I 
can. There is no need of ^y our seeing him any more. There is 
nothing to explain — ^whicli 1 cannot explain better ; and it would 
be painful to you and to him. After all, the main fact is tin 
great thing — and explanation can’t do much with that.” 

Marie had nothing to say. Perhaps she ought to have thrown 
lierself into his arms and poured out some words of regret for 
his disappointment, and of tenderness and affection. But she 
felt that slie could not do this. There was a chilling distance 
between them ; and in her heart she resented, more profoundly 
even than she knew, tlie manner in which he would have disposed 
of her in marriage. SlTo said nothing. 

Presently Sir Jolm roso and«lookcd about him irresolutely. 
Then he said, without looking at her. • 

“ 1 don’t exactly know what I shall do, Marie. 1 have been 
thinking ; but 1 haven’t yet quite made up my mind. 1 don’t 
care, of course, to bo seen much in London until al^ this thing 
has blown over. And one’s plans have to be altered in every 
way. I think I shy,ll lot the house •in town, and this i)lace 
perhaps. We might go somewhere abroad and live quietly 
there for awhile. 1 almost think 1 shall resign my seat in 
Parliament. It seems hardly worth while keying on. But 
I don’t know yet.” 

” If you would let me go and live somewhere away,” said 
Marie, with her eyes fqll of tears,— “and you need not disarrange 
all your life— or if you would let me stay for awhilo with Miss 
Lyle— or the Eivers in Paris ” — some school friends of hers. 

i I don’t think Miss Lyle is much of a friend of mine,” Sir 
John said, coldly, “ or that her influence has been so very happy. 
Besides,” he added, with the afiected cheerfulness of a martyr, 
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“ I am not going to turn you out of doors, Marie, in that way, 

I am not one of the flinty-hearted fathers you read of in your 
romances. But when all one’s plans are altered one has, of course, 
to make new arrangements. I always said you must not bo 
pressed to marry any one against your will ; only it is a pity, of 
course, that you didn’t find out a little sooner ; but we have •» 
talked of all that, and it can’t bo helped now." 

So he went away, and Marie was left for awhilo to herself. 
She felt very miserable, an(l was oppressed with the conviction 
that the very servants must know that she was fallen from power 
and was in disgrace. It was in some sense a relief to her wlicn 
Janet, Dione Lyle’s little maid, presented herself with a message 
from her mistress to say that Miss Lyle would like most particu- 
larly to see Miss Challoacr if Miss Challoner would not mind 
venturing out, as the day was fine. Miss Challoner would not 
have minded venturing out in very bad weather that day for a 
kindly look and ra loving word from any one, and she promised 
to go to Miss Lyle at once. But she wont with a palpitating 
heart, for she felt convinced that Miss Lyle’s message must have 
something to do with Christmas Pembroke. ** Pcrliaps I shall 
kliow in five minutes that ho is safe, or that he is lost ! ’’ Mario 
said to herself ; and come what might she must, for her own sake 
and for woman’s dignity, not show what she felt too much. Thou, 
again, Miss Lyle might have sent only to ask something about 
him, having heard vague rumours perhaps. And Marie must be 
careful not to alarm her too much where she could not yet believe 
there was serious ground for alarm ; and still must not give her 
too much hope, where, after all, the worst might have occurred. 
Marie had been greatly touched always by Lione’s affection for 
Christmas Pembroke. 

And then Marie’s own personal troubles— they must not bo 
told. Her father’s secrets and her own— they must not be told, 
even to such a friend as Dione Lyle. To no human heart could 
she reveal ^the melancholy truth that her father and she were 
divided for ever — that her father, as she had Icnown him, was lost 
to her. Nor would she tell that she had broken with Bonald 
until Eonald himself had accepted the fact that their engagement 
was at an end. What secrets she went burthened with to meet 
the one only friend in the world to whom she would gladly open 
all her heart! And Dione had keen eyes and would see any 
sudden evidence of peculiar emotion, and would ask the reason, 
and if she did ask, what could Marie ^answer ? There was 
nothing for Mario, she thought as she went along, but to school 
herself into the most absolute self-control, and let no surprise 
betray her into emotion or into inconsiderate words. Of all tasks 
that could be imposed on her, any task of concealment, the 
accomplishing of even the most pious fraud, was tlio hardest 
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strain to put on Dear Lady Disdain, whose words followed her 
thoughts as the sound follows the Hash. 

She found Miss Lyle alone, holding in her hand a half- 
ornmpled paper, which Marie knew to be a telegraphic despatch. 
When one is in anxiety about a human life, the sight of such a 
paper sets the heart beating, and Marie had hard work to speak 
*:i few sweet composed words of ordinary familiar greeting to her 
friend. Then Diono Lyle’s first question nearly startled her out 
of all her pre-arranged self-control. It came out quick and 
sliar]). • 

Do you know anything of Christmas Pembroke — that un- 
fortimate boy ? ” 

' No,” said Marie. '' I — I very much wish I did. But I hopo 
he is well ? ” , , 

yho was going to say “ I hopo he is safe ; ” but she checked 
herself, remembering that this would be to betray to Dione Lyle 
lier fears that he was not safe. So her sentence had to end rather 
fetbly. 

" Yes; I hope he is well— and I hopo he is in his right senses. 
Have you heard nothing about him lately ? ” 

All the composure vanished. 

Oh, Miss Lyle, you know something — I see that you do. 
Pray— pray toll me — don’t keep mo any longer in suspense ! ” 

“ My dear, what in the world are you in suspense about ? ” 

'' About him. W here is ho? Oh, do you know — is £e safe ? ’* 
]\Iiss Lyle opened her eyes. 

** Why, Marie, you do know something about him, after all ! 
You know more than I do, for you know that he was in some 
kind of danger. Perhaps you wouldn’t mind telling mo what it 
was all about ? ” 

“ But he is safe — ^he is living T* 

“ He is living,” Miss Lyle said, composedly. " At least he 
was living when ho sent me that message. But it doesn’t at all 
follow that ho should be living now, for you see that the message 
got to Baymouth and was allowed to toss about there*untll there 
was a chance of somebody coming over here, who kindly put it 
in his pocket and b9:ought it along with him. You have an 
energetic father, my dear, who is always busy in schemes for the 
development of everything. I wonder he wouldn't apply his 
mind to the task of getting a telegraph wire stretched along to 
Durewoods.” 

Marie was not listening to these latter words. She had taken 
the telegram and was*reading it as well as she could, while it 
fluttered in her trembling hands : — 

** Don’t be alarmed arout mo, if you should hear any reports. 
I anrall right ; 1 will get to Durewoods as soon as possible. Do 
you know what has become of poor Cramp ? 1 hope he is not 
lost, but 1 fear the worst has happened ! ” 
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" He is safe — know it ! ” Mario said, and a rush of tears 
blinded her eyes for the moment. Let us not blame her if in the 
very moment when the full knowledge of his safety sent such a 
thrill to her heart there came witli it tho recollection that ho was 
not saved for her. 

“Where did this come from?” sho asked, with faltering^ 
tongue — when she could speak, and cowering rather under tlio 
keen clear eyes of Dione Lyle. 

“ If you look at the telegram in your hand, my dear, you will 
SCO that it comes from Calais. But wliy should ho be in Calais, 
or why he should have poor Cramp Vith him— I suppose it 
means that young fellow from Burewoods— I thought he was in 
America — all this passes my understanding.” 

“ Ilo was with poor Nat Cramp then I ” Mario said. “ I did 
not know that.* I slioulcl have been so much more alarmed if T 
had. lie was coming to Burewoods in a boat, I suppose. They 
told us of a boat and two young men — and I suppose they must 
have been upset —and perhaps some steamer picked him up and 
carried him to Calais. Poor Nat Cramp is drowned, Miss Lyle.” 

“ T am sure I am verj' sorry,” Mps Lyle said ; but she was 
evidently not thinking much over his fate just then. 

“ Such a strange escape ! So wonderful ! But I knew he was 
not lost. Something told mo that he would come back safe— and 
ho will come! Was it not a strange thing that I should have 
known it I ” 

" I should take a little more interest in tho story,” Miss Lylo 
said, ” if I knew what it was all about. Why was he coming to 
Burewoods in so tremendous a hurry ? — and how did you know 
that he was coming? I hope, Mario, you wero not keeping up a 
correspondence with this poor boy ? ” 

“ We had no correspondence,” Mario answered, with downcast 
eyes. “ Why shoilld we correspond ?— or why should wo not. 
Miss Lyle, if we had anything to say ? ” 

“ But you should have had nothing to say,” Biooe replied 
warmly. ‘^What could you have had to say to him ? You wero 
engaged to be married — \^hat had you to do with that boy ? I 
do think there is something very mean ^about women. You 
liaven’t escaped it even. Why torment tliat poor young follow ? 
I wish you had never seen him, Marie.” 

“ Well — so do I, Miss Lyle! It has made me very unhappy.” 

" And I don't wonder ? You have spoiled his life for him. I 
know you would.” 

“Miss Lyle, why are you angry with^me, and what have I 
done? I don't understand a word. Surely you don’t think 
I knew— oh, no. I didn't know that he waa coming here to seo 
me.” 

“ Oh ! He was coming here to see you, then ? ” 
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“ So he said— in the letter.” 

“ I thought as much ! I knew he was coming to see you ! I 
knew the whole thing had some such mad freak at the bottom of 
it ! And what did he want to see you for ? ” 

" I don’t know— to say good-bye as ho was leaving England— 
nerhaps Mario said piteously. She felt weak and liiimbled, for 
everybody seemed against her, though she was not conscious of 
having injured any one except Eonald Vidal. She had come to 
Diono Lyle for sympathy, and found that there too she was lool^ed 
upon as a sort of wrong-doer. • 

“ I don’t see what hd wanted hf farewells under such cir- 
cum, stances. What good could come of that? He knew you 
wore engaged to be married.” 

Marie plucked up a little spirit ncijv. ''I dj)n’t see what 
that Jjas to do with it. Miss Lyle. I suppose people are not to 
be cut oif from every word of kindness and friendship in this 
world because they are engaged to be married. ^Wo — wo — liked 
CACii other always — ho and I. We were friends. " At least I liked 
him — of course I did — and I think he liked me. Why should he 
not wish to say good-bye to me Tvhen»he was going away? It 
was very, very kind of him — and I don’t think I deserved it.” ^ 
** How would Mr. Vidal have liked it, do you think? ” 

" 1 shouldn’t have thought it necessary to ask Mr. Vidal's 
consent even if I had known,” Lady Disdain said, colouring. 

' I didn’t know. But ho would never have thought of objecting 
— why should he object ? I am sure she would not have objected 
unless she is a greater fool than I hope she is, for his sake,” she 
added, with one womanlike and irrepressible touch of bitterness 
towards the other,” • 

“Who is she?” 

“That young lady— Miss Jansdh, of course.” 

“ What has she to do with this, dear ? ” * 

“ The girl to whom Mr. Pembroke is engaged ? ” 

Dione had almost forgotten that old story, and in her present 
impatience she could not even pretend to believe in it.* For the 
moment she really supposed that Marie, was indulging in some 
little coquettish affectation. 

“ Stuff and nonsense 1 You don’t believe that story, dear. 
You know you don’t. You know very well that •the poor lad 
cares no more for that girl than I do who never saw her.” 

Marie opened wondering eyes. 

" But he did care for her— he said so,” Mario faltered, almost 
breathless. ^ 

'' Not he, dear ; ho never told any such untruth.” 

" But, Miss Lyle, whom then did ho care for ? ” 

Dit)no looked into her open, wondering eyes. 

” Either you are a better actress than I thought, dear, or you 
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are more innocent than some of ns were at the ago of ton. Did 
you never know with whom Christmas Pembroke really was in 
love ? ” 

Never — except Miss Jansen. Every one said !Miss 
Jansen ” 

" And you don’t Imow still— yon don’t guess even now ? ’* 

“ Oh, I can’t guess. I’ll not try to guess,” Marie said, grow- 
ing very red ; '' and it couldn’t be. Miss I^yle,” she added rather 
inconsistently. 

It could be, dear — ^itVas— and it is ; and I can tell you I 
wish it had never been, for*’ his sakc.*^ Indeed, I thought you 
must have known it.” 

Oh!” 

The cxcla,Tnation wfVB partly^a protest : but it was also a cry 
of wonder and delight. 

“ And that was why I was a little sharp, my dear,” Diono 
went on, ” I thought you knew it, and were pleased with it — I 
mean I began to think this when I got his message to-day, and 
found that he had been trying to see you. I never thought it 
before, and I don’t think it now. Yes, Marie, he was in love 
%7?ith you all the time.” 

'' It can’t be,” said Marie, " I don’t think it can be.” 

He told me so, Mario.” 

Another irrepressible note of delight was heard. 

‘'Yes, I extorted it from him. Poor fellow! Well, I am 
glad to tell you all this now, Marie, because it is better you 
should know, I wish I had told you before.” 

” So do I,” Marie said in a low voice. 

“ Yes, you might have known better how to act. Now, you 
know, and your course is clear, Marie.” 

“ Is it ? I wish it Were.” ' 

"Of course ybu must not see this poor lover of yours any- 
more.” 

Mario started. 

"You ‘wouldn’t surely think of seeing him again after that? 
What would be the use of it ? Why should you torment him for 
no purpose ? I think it would be very wr6ng of you, Marie ; and 
I know you too well to believe you would do anything wrong. 
Promise me, Mario, that you will not see him.” 

Marie was silent. Her soul was too much absorbed in wonder 
and delight to allow her to follow the words of her friend. He 
loved her ; and had loved her always ! The strangest thing, 
perhaps, was that the longer it rested' in her mind, the less 
strange it seemed to be. It seemed so natural — and yet she had 
never thought of it. It fell in now and fitted with and made 
part of every look and word and act of his that she could vecall, 
and yet it never occurred to her then. After the first shock of 
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surprise anti doubt the doubt vanished and never reappeared. 
Ob, yes ; it was all clear now as the sunlight. He loved her as 
sbe loved him. All the world now seemed filled with happiness 
for her. She w^as so happy that the tears came into her eyes at 
the thought that she might i)ossibly die, or he, before they met 
again. 

" You will promise me this, child ? ** Miss Lyle said softly. 
You will trust me. Miss Lyle, won’t you, without asking for 
any promise ? I’ll not do anything Ijiat you will blame. I will 
think of what is good him a Jbhousand times more than ot 
myself. Yes, you may be sure of that ! But I didn’t know of 
this ; and it has come on mo suddenly, and there is so much to 
be thought of. I can’t speak of it now— even to you, dear, dear 
friend. May I go away ? I will come tfgain wheifbver you want 
me.” 

" When I send for you, dear,” said Dione, kissing her fore- 
head, " and not before ! I will ask you to come when you may 
cirno. I see you have taken this as — ^well, as I ought to have 
, known that my poor Mario Challoner would take it. We must 
think of him, poor fellow ! • • 

Wo must, indeed,” said Marie, looking up with a brigCl 
look through her tear-flashing eyes, that almost dazzled Dione ; 
and then she kissed Dione and went away. 

She has a good heart,” Dione thought to herself, " a kind, 
pure, generous heart I She feels for him as a woman ought to 
do — in the right way. I wish things had been otherwise! I 
wish those two could have loved each other, and married, and 
been happy. Well, well ! ” 

The last two words she found herself speaking aloud in her 
solitude. Her mind went back tota time when two hearts, each 
alike devoted to the other, were torn asunder and sent different 
ways for nothing. Here, after all, there was but one heart to 
bleed ; and men get over these things sometimes, she said : and 
then she felt very lonely and melancholy, and the twilight seemed 
a pain to bear in such a mood. 
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CnAPTEE XXXVI. 

THEY STAND CONFESSED. 

Christmas Pembroke had accomplished his resolve so far as 
the gettiDg to Durowoods if’as coDcerncd. The day was bright, 
clear, and cold, when the Say.cy Lass, now in good condition 
again, brought him safely to the little pier. The village looked 
melancholy in the wintry sunlight, and a keen pang shot through 
the poor youth’s heart as he thought of the bright soft summer 
evening when first ho landed there ; when the whole place came 
up for him, rising beautiful and poetic like some Belos-island 
over the grey monotonous waters of his life. He could see the 
whole scene once more as ho saw it then— and the pony-carriage 
at the pier, and the dark eyes of Mario Challoncr looking kindly 
at him. 

He liad been wild with impatience to get to Durowoods, and 
now ho walked slowly up the pior, and turned to tho left instead 
of tho right when ho reached the road. He lounged along 
melancholy, slow ” in tho strict sonse of “ Tho Traveller,” and 
feeling unfriended too, although he knew that he had friends. 
Ho stopped and looked at the cottage in which poor Mrs. Cramp 
used to live, and he thought of the night wlien Nat and he, 
dripping from the sea, found shelter there. He know now of 
Nat Cramp’s fate : the captain of tlie Sauc7j Lass had told him all 
about it, and how Nat had been buried near his mother ; and 
Christmas had communicated to the captain in return liis part 
of tho story, which was news to Durowoods. As Christmas 
looked at tho house he felt almost as if ho were guilty of Cramp’s 
death, because of tho piece of curious misfortune which caused 
thorn to meet at tho station that unlucky day. Ho wondered 
what disappointment or disaster it was which had given such 
wildness to Cramp’s raahner, and was surg it belonged to love. 
As Lear believes all miseries and madness to come of ungrate- 
ful daughter^ so Pembroke naturally set down such human 
trials to the pangs of disprized love. Then ho turned quickly 
back, wishing he had not come that way or passed Nat’s house, 
and thinking that if omens, good or bad, could matter to him 
any more it would have been of evil omqn to look on tho place. 

Now that he was in Diirewoods ho began to wonder why he 
had come there so precipitately ; why he had come there at all ; 
why he had taken such great trouble to save himself from the 
sea with tho hope of getting to Durowoods and seeing Hario 
Challoncr. When ho md' see her— if she would see him— what 
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to come of that ? What did it matter whether she know 
the whole truth about Miss Jansen or did not know it? He felt 
at moments almost inclined to go back again to London. All 
the vague doubts and hopes and perplexing conjectures needing 
explanation, which had seemed to him when he was in London 
like a summons from Providence or fate bidding him to hasten 
to Durewoods, began now to wear a look of blank absurdity. 
Probably ho would have taken flight and gone back to London 
but that he know full well the moment he got back there the 
dreams and longings vsould all s^t in again, and he should liave 
to follow whither they bade him to go. Being here now he would 
go througli with it ; he would see her for the last time. 

Ho turned again and passed the pier, and held to the right, 
and mounted the little hill. Winter now broodedbver that scene, 
and winter over all his hopes ! TJie very ground was bare of 
leaves now. They had lain there in heaps in the little hollow on 
either side of the road for months until the mins rotted them 
into the earth or the keen winds scattered them far away. So, 
our young hero thought, had all his hopes — the hopes with which 
he entered London — been* dealt with? so scattered and trodden 
into the earth of prosaic commonplace. Ho was in a sadly 
egotistical mood just now, after tho fashion of the disappointed, 
and ho could not help fancying that the wintry aspect of the 
place was purposely in keeping with his own desolate condi- 
tion. Egotism alone, perhaps, could have soothed and consoled 
him now. 

Yet the day was bright and cheery for a winter day in 
England. There was a light frost, and all trace of rain and 
mist was gone ; and as Christmas turned to look back upon the 
sea, one great tract of it glittered with a smile of sunlight, and 
it might have been summer for the momentf and not winter, if 
one looked but on the heavens and the waves. Why not accept 
the smile as ominous when one is so ready to think of the grey 
clouds and tho naked trees and the chill earth as. symbolic? 
Christmas plucked up heart at the sight of the water and the 
gladdening sunlight. “ Como," he said to himself, "I shall live 
all this down ? I’ll ^et this last meeting over, and then Pll go 
back to my old homo, and work hard there, and nqyer come back 
to England any more ; and all this will seem like a dream, and 
I shall have her memory always. Why, that alone will make 
life worth having I ” 

So he went resolutely on, and even when he came to the gate 
of the Hall he did not J)ause and reconsider, or pass on as if ho 
iiad no idea of going in, or were not quite certain whether' he 
should look in that day, or play any of the other tricks of 
indeoision. Certainly he did for one moment falter at the gate 
—the lodge-keeper’s wife afterwards remarked picturesquely that 
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he ‘'quivered on his foot like ” — ^but ho went in through the gate, 
only asking as he passed if Miss Ghalloner was in Durcwoods 
and at home. His heart did sink a littlo within him as ho 
reached the door^ but ho assumed as well as he could the easy, 
unconcerned air of an ordinary visitor, and he sent his card ta 
Miss Ghalloner. 

Ho was shown into the library, which Miss Ghalloner was in 
the habit of using as a reception-room when her father was not 
in Durcwoods. Cliristmas waited there with a beating lieart for 
what seemed to him an endless time and was in reality about 
five minutes. Then Marie’s maid came in smiling, and cordially 
glad that Ghristmas was not drowned, and longing to say so in 
frank country fashion; and she told him that Miss Ghalloner 
would see him 'm a moment. Then Ghristmas looked at tlio 
backs of books, and took a book out now and then, and opened 
it and put it back in its place without noticing what it was : 
and walked up and down tho room, and trembled when he 
thought ho heard her step, and grew more nervous than ever 
when he found liimsclf mistaken and she did not come. What 
a Iqug, long moment that v/as ! This time he was not mistaken, 
for ho looked at the clock on the chimney-piece. Ten minutes 
already ! 

The delay came about in this way. Not long before his 
coming, Marie had received a telegram from her father, sent on 
from Portstone by special messenger, which at once relieved and 
distressed her. 

“ I have seen E. V. and talked with him a long time. I havo 
explained all. Ho is greatly cut up, but admits that things are 
hopeless and had better be considered at &n end, and is going to 
Naples to stay some months. Begs me to give you kind regards 
ana to say that he does not blame you, and will try to bear up. 
I leave for Durewoods at once, but wish to let you know this 
without delay. E. V. asked if you would like him to write ; I 
thought better not.” 

She was free then. She need not think of Eonald any more ; 
and womanlike she began to think of him with great compassion, 
and to blame herself for ever having listened to his proposal, and 
to feel ashamec^ of herself, and ashamed oven of being so glad to 
bo free. She was in the midst of all this self-reproach, and her 
eyes were dimmed with tears, when the card bearing the name 
of Ghristmas Pembroke was put into her hand. Quickly she 
dropped the telegram and blushed, and started, and became half 
wild with excitement, and it must be owned forgot all about 
poor Eonald. When she sent her message to Ghristmas by the 
maid she ran and plunged her face into water to wash away the 
traces of the tears, and sh,e looked at herself in the glass "and 
wondered wliat she should seem like in Ats eyes, and remembered 
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the day when in his blunt boyish fashion he told her she was 
handsome. Strange, at that time she was only amused by his 
brusque frankness, and now as she remembered it and looked at 
herself in the glass she saw that the mere thought of it made 
her blush. I wonder will he thinJe mo handsome now ? ” she 
thought— and then she hastened with her preparations to meet 
him, for the absurd idea came into her head, ** Suppose I keep 
him too long — and he has to go away — and goes to Japan 
without seeing me ? ” 

Christmas waiting nervously beiow heard the rustle of a dress 
at last and a light quick tread, add then had a confused impression 
of dark eyes and a sweet, fresh voice, and a tall, shapely figure, 
and a hand with a kindly pressure ; and Mario Challoner was 
with him. The whole place for the moment ^wam before his 
eyes, and he looked so pale and half distraught that Marie feared 
ho must have sufiored serious harm by his long wrestle with the 
winds and the waves. . 

“ It is so kind of you to come to see me all this way,” she 
said. “ But, of course, you would come to sec Miss Lyle.** 

I have not seen her yet. I — ^Icame to see you first.” 

But you look very pale. We were all so glad to hearthat 
you were not drowned ; wo never thought of asking whether you 
were hurt.” 

“ Oh, no, I was only a little shaken— not hurt at all— nothing 
to speak of.” 

** How glad you ought to be — and in such a sea so long ! 
Hours upon hours, was it not ? ** 

” It seemed a terribly long time to mo. 1 thought it would 
never have come to an end. But I don’t think it could have been 
very long in reality.** 

There was a moment’s pause. 

” You had a wonderful escape,” said Marie. ” You ought to 
be very thankful.” 

“Yes,” ho answered, “I didn’t want to be drowned just 
then.” 

“ I hope it did you no harm— being in the cold sea all that 
long time.” • 

“ No ; I don’t think it did. • I felt very stiff and stupid for 
a day or so, and not like myself : but it didn’t dt> me any harm.” 

“ How strong you are ! ” 

" Oh yes, nothing does me any harm— nothing of that kind. 
Poor Cramp — ^you’ve heard, of course ? ” 

“ Yes, 1 have heafd.” She did not say that she had fainted 
at the sight of Cramp’s dead body, or why. “ What a terrible 
thing! He was so young, and I used to think once that he 
would come to something.” 

“ It wasn’t any fault of mine,” Christmas hastened to explain. 
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“I didn't want him to come into the boat; I begged of him not 
to come. But he would have been perfectly safe if ho had only 
kept quiet. I don’t know what came over him, whether ho was 
frightened out of his wits or not, but he seemed like a madman. 
Wliy, he would have been alive and well now if he wouldn’t keep 
jumping up and going on like a lunatic. There wasn’t the 
slightest danger. I do believe he was mad, and I hope he was ; 
for I feel half guilty somehow of his death, although Heaven 
knows it was no fault of miqe, and I would have saved him if I 
could — at the risk of niy own life— not much to risk, certainly,” 

“I think you risked your life far too much as it was. Why 
did you get into a boat on such a day?” 

" Well, there was no other way of getting to Diirewoods.” 

“ But why not wait until the next day ; or until the weather 
was line or the steamer was ready ; or go round by the road ? 
Why risk your life for nothing ? ” 

Yes, there was no need of so much impatience, indeed,” 
poor Christmas said disconsolately. “I might as well have 
waited ; but anyhow, Miss Challoncr, I should like you to know 
that it was only my own lifu I wanted io risk— if there was risk 
— &tld not poor Cramp’s." 

“ I know very well that you did not tliink of yourself. That 
is why I blame you so much Mr. Pembroke.” 

She felt it a delightful thing to bo talking to liim. Ho was 
very much embarrassed. She saw the end of all this, and ho did 
not. So she trembled a little, but was very happy; and ho 
stammered and was awkward and miserable. Now that he was 
with her he began to think there was not a groat deal of purpose 
in his coming, and to wish ho had stayed- away. Yet he longed 
to linger still in her presence, trying to say the right thing and 
failing; resolved tli,fit at least she should know the truth about 
him, and yet afraid to come to the point. 

"Well,” he began with a rush: "I came to see you. Miss 
Challoner-— " 

" Yes, Mr. Pembroke ? ” 

" Because— I am not taking up your time, I hope?” 

"Not at all.” 

"Because— you are not particularly engaged just this 
moment?" 

"No, indeed.” 

" If you were, of course another time would suit me. I could 
call later in the day.” 

" I am very glad to see you now or At any time, Mr. Pem- 
broke : and 1 am not at all engaged. But will you not take a 
chair ? 

" Thank you, no ; 1 think not. While I keep standiiig it 
seems as if 1 were preparing to go.” 
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“ But why want to go in such haste ? I have not scon you for 
such a long time.” 

‘"No; and you have hecn to America since. I liopo you 
enjoyed your trip ? ” 

“ Very much.” 

“ Do you like the States ? ” 

"Very much. I liked San Francisco especially, and the 
(1 olden Gate.” 

She thought perhaps he would s^ sometliing about the unfor- 
gotten day when he first told her of the Golden Gate. Slio had 
said the words to bring some answer from him, and she saw a 
Midden little shadow of emotion run across his face, as one secs 
a shadow cross a meadow. She know' that the w'ords had touched 
Iiim as she meant them to do. But* he did not ansiver to tho 
touch. 

" Well,” he said, " I have come to say good-bye, Miss Chal- 
loiier, and to say how much obliged I am tq you for all your 
Idndncss ; and how I shall always remember ” lie stopped. 

" Then you arc really going back to Japan, and leaving us all 
in England ? ” • ♦ 

“ Yes ; I have thought of it this long time, so I came tc^ay 
good-bye.” 

"If you must go really— if it is for your advancement; and 
if we must say good-bye ” 

"Now suppose — this sudden thought passed through her 
mind — ^suppose ho shakes hands and says good-bye and is really 
going out of the room without another w'ord — what am I to do 
then V Must I let him go ? 

"I couldn’t leave, ho said, "I couldn’t leave, you know, 
without saying good-bye.” , 

" Oh, no! I am sure you would not be.so unfriendly as to 
do that.” 

But suppose, she thought, ho only did come to say good-bye, 
and says nothing else, and goes away then — ^^vhat am I to do ? 

. " And besides,” ho went on in a hesitating wa^, " it wasn’t 
only that.” • 

She drew a long Tbreath of relief. She was happy again, since 
it was not only that. 

" There was something else I wanted to say*to you— and I 
couldn’t leave you for ever without saying it— something I wanted 
to explain. May I go on ? ” 

"Oh, yes, Mr. Pembroke, if you wish! What was it you 
wanted to explain? ” * 

" You won’t bo angry with mo. Miss Clialloner, if it seems 
odd? You will be a little generous with me, and believe I have 
a gdbd motive, won’t you ? and you won’t bo offended ? ” 

** Why, Mr. Pembroke, tliis is a terrible preface ! W'hy should 
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I be offended ? How could T possibly suppose that you meant to 
offend me ? ” 

“ Thank you — then T’ll on. I wanted to explain— Miss 
Challoner, you heard, I know you did, something about me and 
a young lady, whom I needn’t name, about ray being in love with 
her, and our being engaged. Didn’t you ? ” 

Yes. I heard something of the kind.” 

" Did you believe it ? ” 

“ I suppose so. Why nQt ? Was it not true ? ” She spoke 
with her best possible imitatiop of friendly carelessness. 

It was not true ; there was not one single word of truth 
in it.” 

'' How absurd of people to spread such reports ! I cannot 
think how sudJi things get about. But, after all, Mr. Pembroke, 
1 don’t see that you need complain very much. It is much moro 
unpleasant for her to be talked about. She is a very pretty girl, 
I think. And was there nothing in all that, really ? ” 

Nothing at alt. She never cared anything about me, and I 
don’t care three straws about her.” 

'' Come, now, what a veVyrude way to speak of a young lady ; 
I Thought you had more chivalry, Mr. Pembroke.” 

“ Well, I only meant you to understand that there never was 
the faintest idea of anything like love l>ctwccn us. I want you, 
above all things, Miss Challoner, to believe that.” 

“ Of course I believe it, since you toll me — ^l)ut would it not 
have been a great deal happier for you if the story had been 
true?” 

" It couldn’t be true. Miss Challoner, and I came hero to tell 
you why it could not bo true. I know that it was told to you, 
and I do not know why. Not for anything on earth would I 
leave England until I had told you that that was not true, and 
showed you why it could not be true.” 

** And why could it — not — he true ? ” 

Now,’; thought Christmas, "I cannot stop ; now all must bo 
said.” 

“Because I loved 2/o?«;'Miss Challoner, and because I do love 
you, and shall love you all my life ! Because I am all wild with 
lovo of you! ^ No— don’t draw away from me, or bo angry. 
That’s all I haVe to say. It is all over now — and I’ll leave you 
this moment.” 

“ But why do you tell mo this ? ” Marie asked, all palpitating 
with fear and joy. 

“Heaven knows— I don’t know! Because I couldn’t help 
telling you. I couldn’t live if I hadn’t told you. After all, what 
harm has it done you ? ” 

“ But if it were true— if you really felt all that for me ”— she 
began, not unwilling, perhaps, to tempt him into saying it over 
again, that she might hear it again. 
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" If it is true ? Shall I tell you a thousand times over. Miss 
Challoner, that I love you? I will say it a thousand times 
over rather than go away without knowing that you believe me. 
I love you — I ” 

" Oh, hush ! ” said Marie, almost borne dowm by his vehemence, 
and a little afraid of such emotion, which was so very unlike 
lionald VidaPs w^ay. I do believe you if you say so. But why 
do you tell this to me ? It must make me unhappy to think that 
T am the cause of your being unhappy.” 

" I should bo ten thousand times more unhappy if I had not 
told you. Besides, it isn’t any fault of yours. You can’t help 
my falling in love with you. I insist upon my right,” Christmas 
said, with an attempt at a smile, “ to love you if I like, and as 
much as I like, and as long, and you can’t prevent that. It’s a 
free country ! Well, that’s all. I should be perfectly wretched 
if you thought I loved or cared a rush for anybody else but you ; 
and so in listening to me, Miss Challoner, and. hearing mo out, 
you have done all you could do to make my life endurable.” 

" That is not much,” said Marie. " You know I would do a 
great deal to make you happy if I cordd.” 

'' Oh, yes ! ” Christmas hastened to say, with something ftfee 
genuine and manly cheerfulness, I know all that. I know that 
you never felt anything but the kindest friendship to me. Why, 
I should call you my dearest friend on earth, if I could only 
tiiink of you in that way. And how good of you to listen to all 
this ! I felt terrified, but you have made it so easy. I felt that 
I must toll you this, but I was afraid it was wrong to do and 
would offend you, and that you would be angry, and then I 
should hate myself and* wish I had never told you. Now you 
know ; and you arc not offended-; — ? ” 

Oh, no ; only sorry ” , 

" Sorry ? for what ? For shining like a light across a poor 
fellow’s way, and giving him always something to remember, and 
an ideal ; and so much that I can’t put into words^? Why, I 
shall have the memory of your kindness and your friendship 
always! I would rather have seen you and loved you — and 
know that you knew T loved you, and that you forgave me, than 
be a king — and I haven’t lost you, after all,” he added with a 
melancholy smile, ** for I never had any hope of wifiniiig you. So 
I am all the gainer you see ! ” 

** You deserve a better fortune, Mr. Pembroke.’' 

"Don’t think about that. You have done all you could to 
make mo happy— and itow I’ve said all I wanted to say— except 
good-bye.” 

"Good-bye,” she said very faintly; "if we must say it;" 
and wondering what she was to do next. 

" We must say it I Good-bye. I need not say how I wish 
you happiness. You and yours — and all yours.” 
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“ Yes,— thank yon ; and before yon go— as you are going — 

should you like ? ” 

" Should I like Miss Challoner ? ” 

"Should you like” — and an insane impulse carried her 
away , — ** permps to kiss me ? ” 

The blood rushed into Christmases face and into hers ; and 
they both trembled, and stood trembling. There was a moment’s 
silence, and then he threw one hand into the air with the gesture 
of a man who flings away sqpae last chance. 

" No ! ” ho said, “ 1 shouldn’t ! I should go wild if I had to 
leave you then — and your kisses are not yours to give away ! ” 
"It’s not true,” Lady Disdain replied with indignant em- 
phasis. " You don’t know what you say. They are mine to give 
away or I should never liave offered them. You may be sure I 
never said such words before.” 

She was as angry with him and with his rejection of her offer 
as if he could have known the whole truth. She was angry with 
herself for having made the offer. She felt almost inclined now 
to let him go. 

" I don’t understand,” 'he began. 

“ Of course you don’t understand ; men don’t over under- 
stand anything,” and Lady Disdain found herself in her emotion 
parroting the commonplace sayings of angry women without 
thinking of it. " Do you suppose, Mr. Pembroke, that because 
I offered to kiss you I mast bo in love with you ? ” 

" Oh, no, no,” ho exclaimed quite earnestly, and with fervent 
disclaimer — "how could I suppose anything of the kind? I 
assure you. Miss Challoner, such an idea never entered my 
mind — never!” * 

" Then why did you speak in such a way ? ” 

“But I didn’tr— indeed I didn’t. I knew you only meant 
good nature and friendship, and pity and all that; but I couldn’t 
stand it. Miss Challoner, all the same.” 

“ Wcll^” and she drew a long breath, “ it’s no matter, I meant 
it well. And you are really going to Japan? ” 

"Yes. I am going,”* 

“I wish you could take me with you.”* 

“You wouldn’t care to bo there. You are much happier 
here.” Ho thbught she was only jesting about her love for travel 
and seeing the world. 

“ I shall not be happy here.” 

“ But you have everything to make you happy — and when 

you are— married-— you can travel again,* and ” 

“I am not going to be married. No, — you need not look 
surprised. It is quite true — I am not going to be married. I 
have broken all that off— this long time— yesterday— I* don’t 
know when. But I am fr^.” 
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" Why did you do this ? ” tho wondering youth asked. 

" Why ? Because I had made a mistake in life. Am I the 
first girl who didn't know her own mind? Because people per- 
i^naded me, and I didn't know myself— not in the least. Now I 
do — and I am free. But this is only personal talk — about my- 
*self, and I must not detain you. Good-bye, Mr. Pembroke.” 

Our hero was for the moment all puzzled. 

"You changed your mind?” 

" Yes. No, though — I don't thinig I did. I only found out 
my mind— found what I ought to ^avo known long ago.” 

Was any faint idea breaking in now on the mist of Christmas's 
mind ? 

“ What ought you to have known long ago? Is it wrong to 
ask you?” • • 

" I ought to have known that I cared for — for somebody else.” 

Christmas was standing with his hat in his hand. He tossed 
tho liat on tho table near, and moved towards her half in hox)e, 
half in fear, hardly knowing what he did or felt. 

" Yes,” she said, " I am very sorry : it was very wrong and 
thoughtless of me to him : but I didn’t*know — and they told mo 
you were in love with her — and — will you kiss mo now ? and Til 
go with you to Japan or anyvdiere if you like!” 

Then Christmas Pembroke for tho first time kissed a young 
w Oman's lips. 


CHXPTEB XXXVII. 

"content so absolute.” 

WniOH of these two young lovers was the more happy and the 
more in love ? A question that probably the wit of njan could 
not settle until at least tho old and general question had first 
been settled — is man op woman susceptible of the higher happi- 
ness and capable of tho stronger love? Tho wise person told of 
in classic story, whom the gods permitted to bo changed for 
a time into a woman and then resume the form ana the life of a 
man, is said to have reported as the result of his experience that 
the woman is more loving and the man more happy. If this bo a 
true report, then let us E|p.y that Marie Challoner loved the more 
and Christmas was the more happy. The latter part at least 
would bear some seeming of truth, for in all her fresh delight of 
love a]}d happiness Marie felt some painful thought about her 
father arising in her mind, while Pembroke's breast was filled 
with his joy, and he could spare no thought for obstacles — cared 
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nothing about them, whether they were to arise or not. But, 
indeed, all one could say of these two is that ho and she were 
just as much in love and just as happy as a man and a woman 
ever could be. Curious to note that their love had been of such 
strangely different growth. That of the man had lit up almost 
the first moment he and she met, and kept burning always. Hey 
love had been of slow growth, long unrecognised, unsuspected, 
only gradually making its presence felt, until at last it broke and 
glowed into full flame. ^ 

Perhaps, if any romantiq. person could have looked into that 
library to see a living chapter of love and romance, he or she 
might have been a little disappointed and might have wondered 
that there was not somewhat more of passionate demonstrative- 
ness. But, indeed, tho'two lovers were a good deal embarrassed 
and oven shy. The suddenness of the now relation which they 
held to each other made them wonderfully timid. 

"I wish wo were up in the wood — ^in that dear delightful 
little hollow,” said Christmas. 

I don’t think I could wish anything to bo but just what 
it is,” Mario answered (fuickly, for the little hollow in the wood 
had to him only a memory of her, but she remembered tliat she 
had been there with Bonald Vidal too, and therefore held it loss 
sacred. 

'' I can hardly believe in all this ; it is too happy,” he said. 
“ The change is too sudden for me to realise it yet. And I am 
afraid, Mario — would you believe it ? ” 

"Afraid? Of what?” 

" That I am not half good enough for you, and can’t make 
you happy enough, and give you the position you ought to have. 
You have been always used ,to such a homo — full of luxury and 
all that.” 

" Yes. I have always been used to it, and so I don’t care 
about it. What good has it ever done for me ? I have always 
had moi\ey enough— or rather I have never had any money at 
all, but everything has been bought for me that 1 wanted, and 
much that I never did want — and now it would please mo much 
more to buy things for myself. I kno\V that I shall develop a 
perfect genius for domestic economy, and I shall be as delighted 
with it as a child with a new toy, so don’t be afraid of that*" 

“ But I haven’t much money.” 

" Oh, but you will get more, or wo shall find what you have 
quite enough for us — and I don’t care. It will not affect me. I 
am not talking like the romantic young women in the novels, 
Chris.” 

It sent a delicious thrill through him to hear her call him 
" Chris.” * 

She saw the expression of delight that passed over his face. 
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" I think I shall always call yon Chris. I used to like to hear 
Miss Lyle call you Chris. But I wanted to tell you that I am 
not like a girl in a romance. I do know the yalue of money, 
and luxury, and all that — to me ; and I know that it is just 
nothing, and that as long as you care for me I shall never care 
,whiit kind of furniture is in the room, or what sort of carpet wo 
are treading on. I know now that I neyer was happy, or could 
be — until I found out that I could love some one — and that you 
were the some one.” , 

“ Marie, suppose I had not come here to Durewoods, but had 
gone away — what should wo have done ? ” 

Oh, you couldn’t have gone away — it’s impossible. Heaven 
w-ould never have allowed that. But don’t call me only Mario- 
like everybody else.” • • 

“AVhat shall I call you then?” For he still was shy and 
almost afraid to call his own his own. 

“I don’t know — something tender and lowing — something 
which will let me feel that you do really love me beyond all the 
world. Am I too outspoken and bold, Chris ? I can’t help it. 
You have saved mo from stfch a misertible life, and 1 want to be 
assured again and again that you love mo and that I may IdVo 
you.” 

And so all thoughts and plans for the future were put away 
for the moment, and their talk for awhile was given to mere 
assurances of love. It was the youth of the world for them 
again. They grc^\r in courage both of them, and Christmas 
found that he could devise marvellously sweet and tender names 
for her. 

Yes, it was for the hour a renewal of the world’s youth and 
golden days so far as these two j^rore concerned. They some- 
times walked up and down the room, he with his arm around 
her waist and his tall, somewhat boyish figure bending a little 
down towards her, and his heart filled with a wonderful longing 
to be able to go out and fight lions or do something else for* her- 
to show how much ho loved her. They seemed to have forgotten 
that they w-ere not in Arcadia, but in the library of a London 
financier’s country hofise, and that there were such things in the 
world as ladies’-maids and butlers, and preparations for luncheons 
and dinners, and possible morning calls. The latter events, 
however, wore only possibilities in Durewoods, so far as Sir John 
Challoner’s house was concerned when Sir John himself was 
absent. He brought his visitors with him from town. 

So our lovers walked slowly up and down and talked and 
sometimes laughed in that old library as if it were their own 
safe retreat, wholly sheltered from the intrusion of the outer 
world? It was the striking of the clock on the chimney-piece 
which first brought them back to the details of common life. 
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Can it be so late ? ” Marie asked. Two o'clock ! " 

“ I STipposo I ought to go away ? ” 

“ I suppose so. I wonder if I ought to ask you to stay for 
luncheon at three? ” 

" I don’t know. I haven't the least idea/' the unsophisticated 
youth answered. “ But if I go away now you must lot me come • 
again very soon-^r lot mo see you somewhere.” 

'' I used to go to see } ou at Miss Lyle's long ago without any 
hesitation,” Mario said, smijing at the thought. “ But I suppose 
I could not do that now. I wonder what Miss Lyle will say 
w'hen she hears all this. She will put all the blame on me, I* 
know.” 

“The question is,” Christmas said, " what are we to do next ? 

I suppose we shall have some difficulty with your father. I ought 
to go to London and tell him of this at once.” 

“He will be here, perhaps this very evening,” Mario said, 
turning a little <pale at the thought. ” If ho will not consent, 
Chris?” 

“I don't care about his consent, so long as I have his 
daughter's. You won't break your w6rd, I know.” 

" ” Oh, no— I'll not break my word— nor change. Wo must 
only wait.” 

I’ll not wait,” said Christmas. '' I’ll carry yon off by force 
if needs bo — and then no one can blame you.** 

” I don’t care about the blame. It is not that. I don't even 
care about his anger. I mean it would not alarm mo or put me 
from my purpose ; but I should 1x3 so sorry to give him any more 
pain, and I should like him to like you, lie was always so good 
to mo and so fond of mo, and I used to be so fond of him, and of 
course this is a disappointment,.to him. If we are to be— married 
— ^you and I, Chris ** 

" If we are to bo married 1 ” 

“ Well, since wo are to be married, I should like our married 
life to begin in- kindness with him, and if it might be, with his 
good will. Wo are both young, and you seem so very young, 
everybody says, — and w® could wait. I should be happy, no 
matter how long we waited, while I kiiew that you always 
thought of me, and loved mo. You will promise me this — ^not to 
have any quartel with my father if we can — if we can avoid it by 
waiting a little. You will promise me this ? ” 

She threw her arm over the young man's shoulder— it was the 
first approach to a caress sho had yet made— and looked plead- 
ingly into his eyes. 

My dearest dear. I'll promise you anything,” he said. " I'll 
do anything you like that will make you happy.” 

With a blushing cheek and growing courage she kissed*him. 

''And then you know/' she pleaded, "he has somd right to 
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complain of mo. Yes, and of you too, Chris ! Why did you say 
that you were in lovo with that poor girl ? Did you say that 9 ” 
“ Oh, I never said it ! I never said a word of the kind How 
could I have said that ? ” 

“ Well, but he came to believe it somehow, and ho thought 
- you said so. How could that have boon ? ” 

Ciiristmas had thought of this many times, even during their 
first flush of surprise and happiness. Was he to let Marie Chal- 
loncr know that her father liad been guilty of such a cruel fraud 
“ 1 don’t know,” he said hastilji “ He must have misunder- 
stood someliow. I was awfully confused of course, and I suppose 
1 didn’t know what I was saying. 1 thought he would undor- 
sUiiid mo, or that ho partly guessed already. It' was a very 
different lovo-stoi 7 I meant to tell him.^ • 

" About me ? ” 

“ About you, lovo ; and only you ! See what a piece of work 
I must have made of it ! ” • 

“ And what confusion it brought on everybody. If I liad 
known then ” 

But you didn’t care aliout mo thch ? ” 

“ Oil yes, I did. i know now that I did. I felt towards you 
even then as I never felt to any one else. I ought to have known. 
Oh yes, Chris. I was beginning to be in lovo with you then ! 
B it of course I closed my heart against you when I heard 
Do you remember the day in Mrs. Seagraves’ house? ” 

“ Do I remember it ? J)idn’t I walk the streets half that night 
and think of killing myself? ” 

‘[1 was very much in love with you that day, only I wouldn’t 
allow myself to think of* it. And that was the day when poor 
llonald Vidal asked if he might come and see me.” 

I saw him,” Christmas said, "and I hated him then, and I 
should have liked to kill him. Now I suppose he would like to 
kill mo ! Well, I don’t wonder at that.” 

" It was the next day you told my father.” • , 

It was,” said Christmas, hurriedly, wishing that her memory 
of that fact at least wejo a little less cleat. " It was all my fault, 
that terrible misunderstanding. Well, my dearest dear, this 
time when I go to Sir JohnChalloner with my love-qjkory I’ll make 
my meaning clear.” 

" What will you say ? ” 

“ Sir John, I am in love with your daughter, Marie Challoner 
—in love with Marie Challoner, your daughter— as I do believe 
no mortal man was ever in lovo with a girl before ! I am in love 
with a girl whose name is Marie Challoner, and who is your 
daughter ! That will be clear enough ? ” 

" Yes, I think that will be clear enough ; but you may add 
something.” 
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** Wliat can I add to strengthen that ? ” 

" Only this : ‘ and Mario Challoner, yonr daughter, is in love 
with mo/ ” 

** Yes, I will tell him that too, although I can still hardly 
believe in it myself! Shall we go together and throw ourselves 
at Sir John’s knees ? ” 

“ I fear he would only laugh or say something satirical. I 
have an idea, Chris— let us go together to Miss Lyle and tell her 
all, and ask for her advice.”* 

“ Come,” said Christmas, "wo will go. You are not afraid to 
be seen with me?” 

"I am not afraid of anything, except of being without you,” 
said Lady Disdain. 

The two Ihvers went 'boldly out together, and presently ap- 
peared hand in hand before the wonder-stricken eyes of Diono 
Lyle. 


CIIAPTEB XXXVIII. 

"the astuologv or the eyes.” 

One Sunday Captain Cameron strolled into his sister’s house in 
Portland Place at the hour when her afternoon reception wm 
going on. Ho did not very often go there, for his opinions on 
most subjects— social, political, and religious— concurred with 
those of very few who usually presented themselves in that 
drawing-room. Besides, there, were a good many visitors there 
who had no opinions whatever on such subjects, and these 
Captain Cameron regarded as worse than persons with any 
sort of wrong and strong creeds. There were some artists and 
poets to be found there who hardly know what sort of Sovereign 
or Ministry was in power anywhere, and would not have cared 
a rush to know. Some of these persons, indeed, made a point of 
frankly declaring that it was a matter of absolute indifference to 
them what political principles were up and what were down so 
long as there were pictures to paint and music to listen to ; and 
one had even announced to the appalled Cameron himself that 
he didn’t care whether England’s prestige was gone or not, and 
that if half a dozen invading armies were to occupy London in 
succession it would not ^ve him the slightest concern so long as 
they didn’t interfere with the Dudley Gallery and Wagner’s 
music. 

This particular Sunday^ however, Cameron had heard a'^piece 
of news yrhich interested and puzzled him, and about which he 



353 


'' THE ASTltOLOGY OF THE EYES:* 

Ihonglit he could probably learn the truth from his sister. With 
all his dissent from her opinions and tlie good-humoured chaff 
in wliich bo occasionally indulged. Captain Cameron thought his 
sister a very clever and delightful person, and in licr slrangely- 
chosen sphere a rjueon of society, and lie did not by any means 
- see her as some even of her friends were pleased to do. He 
assumed, therefore, that nothing so strange as the nows lie had 
ju&t heard could be true if IMrs. Seagraves did not know of it, 
and ]jc tlicrofore boldly plunged into»the midst of her society. 

A young lady, whose hair was wreatlicd in huge coils and 
•complications of tvdrls on the top of her head, was singing some 
of Elsa’s plaints from “Lohengrin’’ w’hen Cam oron^ entered. In 
that odd place the company usually listened when anybody sang 
or played. Cameron therefore stayed fdr a while at the door and 
looke(l for his sister. 

He saw her standing near a table and resting one hand upon 
a huge blue china jar, while the forclingcr o^ the other hand 
touched her chiji ; and her head leaned gracefully to one side in 
the attitude of a pensive .listcTicr. was dressed in a dun- 
coloured silk, Avhicli clung so closely to iier that it seemed a pu^do 
how she ever could have stepped into it, or could now contrive 
to step in it. Standing near her was a pale, pretty, and slender 
gud, dressed in quiet colours. The moment the music was over 
Idrs. Seagraves broke into raptures, which Cameron, making his 
way towards her, came just in time to hear. 

“ 8o glad 1 am, Hubert, that you heard that enchanting 
music.” 

“ Music, eh ? I confess I like something with a tunc to it.” 

“Oh, barbarian! Is he not barbarous, Miss Jansen — ^my 
brother ? ” 

“Mrs. ^Malaprop says men aro all baiharians,” Captain 
Cameron observed. 

“Does she really ? Docs she though ? How very delightful ! 
I sliould love her, I know ! I am sure I should Idvo Mrs. — who, 
Eobert?” 

Kobert did not stc^D to explain. He did not expect that clever 
ladies of to-day would have read Sheridan. 

“ What’s all this cock-and-bull story I hear, Isabel — about my 
charming little Lady Disdain and young Vidal ? ” 

“ So delightful, and so strange 1 ” Mrs. Seagraves said, for- 
getting Mrs. Malaprop in her now enthusiasm. “ At least, not 
strange— no, not by any means strange, but just what one ought 
to have expected, I suppose. One should always look out for the 
strange in these matters. But it is delightful ! At least it is 
delightful to us who like it, and who lovo all the people — that is 
of course, the principal people. Of course it can’t be delightful 
to Mr. Vidal— oh, no. I sliould say it must bo quite the reverse 
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to him. And for that rcaRon I am so very, very sorry. I was 
very pi ad at first, but now I am very, very sorry.” 

‘‘Put what is ii, Isabel ? I should like to know whether I am 
to be plad or sorry — or totally indifferent.” 

“ itobert ! Indifferent — totally indifferent — to anything that 
concerns the happiness of my dear, sweet girl, Mario Clialloner ! 
Oh, for shame ! Hut I know you didn't mean it, and I couldnft 
think so badly even of a man. Hut men are very bad— oli^ so 
very, very bad ! Not deliberately bad, perhaps — no, I don’t say 
that; but thouphlless, pcrhaps.rt Should wo not say thoughtless ? 
I hope you don’t admire thoughtless men, S\hil dear? I think 
you girls generally do admire thoughtless men — and spoil them. 
I used to love thoughtless men once — I thought it inado them 
like heroes. Now I don’t hko thorn at all.” 

“About Miss Ch.alloncr, Isabel? That’s more to the point 
now.” 

“About ]\ri.ss ■ Challoncr ? Oh yes! IVcll, you know, she’s 
not going to marry Mr. Yidal, after all ! ” 

“ Indeed ? Y'cll, I’m deuccdly glad to hear it,” the Legitimist 
raid, “if it’s true.” 

“ Hut, Hobort dear— our dear Mr. Yidal ? ” 

“Well, lie may bo your dear Mr. Yidal if you like, Isabel, but 
no isn’t my dear Mr. Yidal. I never thought much of liim. I 
like a gontlciuan to be a gentleman, and I’m glad to find Lady 
Disdain of my opinion at last.” 

“Oil, I think lie is so charming,” Mrs. Scagraves said, “so 
vciy, very charming. Not charming, perhaps — not exactly 
charming.” 

“No indeed — not by any manner Of means charming, I 
slionld say.” 

“AYcll, perhaps* not; but so clover, so very clever, and so 
handsome! At least, I used to think him liandsomo once, but 
now I don’t know that he is so handsome as I thought him. He 
used to rernind me of a troubadour, and I do so delight in 
troubadours. Sybil, my dearest child, you delight in trouba- 
dours, don’t you? Oh yciJ— a girl with you:p eloquence and your 
eyes must delight in troubadours.” 

“I never sa;w any troubadours,” Miss Sybil curtly answered. 

“ Never saw any troubadors? How very, very strange ! No, 
though— I don’t mean that it is strange, of course — it couldn’t 
bo strange, for there arc no troubadours now any more, and you 
couldn’t have scon any. Still the imagination docs so much, 
c.specially with poetic natures ; and I should have thought that 
you were just the girl to have loved troubadours. And I am so 
sorry, my dear Sybil, to hoar that you really don’t love trouba- 
dours. Robert, shouldn’t you have thought Miss Jansou vfould 
love troubadours ? ” 
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The Legitimist bowed rather stiffly to the little Sybil. 

“But I had quite forgotten,” Mrs. Seagraves said, “that you 
don’t know my dear friend Miss Jansen. How very strange! 
].)car liobcrt, how fortunate you are! Not fortunate in not 
knowing Miss Jansen — of course not that -what nonsense ! But 
fortunate in liaving the opportunity now of being i)rescnted to 
lior. My dear Sybil, will you permit mo to present my brother, 
Robert — Captain Cameron You ought to know each other, you 
two.” • 

Captain Cameron was dignitted, but not cordial. He had 
heard of Miss Jansen as a young woman who made speeches, and 
ho considered that young women who made speeches w^ero 
coarse, masculine, and rather indelicate crcatiirps, utterly un- 
ladylike at the best. Ho had an impression that they were 
Atheistical as to their views on the subject of religion, and that 
they aspired to the wearing of trousers. When ho heard Miss 
Jansen’s name nienlioncd he looked in instinctive alarm down- 
w’ards, and was relieved to see skirts and not pantaloons. “ I 
look down towards her fept — but that’s a hible,” murmured the 
soldier, one of his few memories of Shakespeare occurring to Jiim 
with a whimsical appropriateness. 

“ Now, Robert, I sliall leave you to talk to Miss Jansen. You 
two are just made for each other— of course I mean for intel- 
Ijctual converse, for high argument.” 

“ I never presume to avguo ■with a lady,” Captain Cameron 
remarked, with grim and stony courtesy. 

“Arguments with gentlemen are usually thrown away, I 
fear,” Miss Jansen said, icily. “ Tliey do not consider us w'orth 
listening to, or answ’oring.” 

“ Oh, but my brother is not that sort, I can assure you : 
he is far too chivalrous. Who is it — what fercat person — who 
says that friendship rests on similarity of tastes — ^is it? and 
differences of opinion ? There arc you two just ijictured. I am 
sure your inclinations are both just the same — to do«good. Oh, 
yes ! to do good and to elevate humaiiih^ : and your opinions aro 
so very different. Sybil, my dear, 1 leave to you the charge of 
converting my brother I I never could accoiiqdisli it, my dear ; 
but it is resolved for you. Oh, yes! I know it is.* 

“ But, Isabel, just a moment.” She was swirling away. “ You 
haven’t finished telling mo about Marie Challoner. Why won’t 
she marry Vidal ? ” 

“My dear Robert, you don't think she could marry two 
persons ? ” 

“ Gad ! I don’t know what you ladies mayn't think you have 
a rig^it to do now-a-days, with yom* advanced opinions, and your 
rights, and so on. But I don't say that of her. Well ! who’s tlio 
othel* person — the one she wants to marry ? ” 
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'* Wants to marry ! Wliat a very, very shocking phrase ! I 
wonder at yon, Robert. As if ladies over wanted to marry — such 
an idea ! How can yon endure tliis, Sybil ? Of course my Mario 
Challoncr doesn’t want to marry anybody.” 

“Just so: have it any way you like. Who wants to marry 
her, then ? ” 

“ Why, your friend, you know — tho young man from Thibet, 
from Japan I mean — Mr. Pembroke.” 

“ Hullo I Is that the way ? And will she marry him ? ” 

“ Oh, yes ! It’s the most delightful thing you ever heard of! 
She was in love with him all the time, and ho didn’t know it; and • 
he tried to drown himself several times out of love for her, and 
she didn’t know it.*’ 

“ Hear me,” said Miss Sybil composedly, "what a very stupid 
pair they must have been ! ” 

" But Sybil, my dear, stupid? My Mario Challoncr stupid! 
Oh, you don’t know her at all. The brightest girl ! Why, my 
brother will never forgive you. He is downright in love with her, 

I assure you, over head and ears ! Not really in love, you know, 
dear ; that’s only my jest, of course ; but he thinks over so much 
of her, I can tell you.” 

" So I do,” said Cameron ; " and I think if I were a matter of 
say five and twenty years younger, I would have tried for tho 
belt — for tho zone, anyhow — myself. Well, I am glad to hear 
your news, Isabel. lie’s a fine young fellow — not at all stupid, 
Miss Jansen, I can assure you, but on the contrary very clever j 
and he’s every inch a gentleman, and she’s every inch a lady, and 
two such rare beings in these days ought to be brought 
together.” 

" I didn’t mean stupid in that sense,” Sybil quietly explained. 

" I meant stupid in’ not knowing that they were in love with each 
other. I could have told them that story long ago. They ought 
to have come to me.” 

"You, my dear? Well, I always say you aro an inspired 
prophetess ! But how did you know ? ” 

" I saw them both in tnis room,” Sybil said. " It was enough 
to look at them, if one had eyes.” 

"But they didn’t know it, Sybil.” 

" That’s why I say they must have been stupid. I always 
knew that he was in love with her, and when I saw her I knew 
that she was in love with him.” 

" By Jove ! — excuse me. Miss Jansen — ^I never dreamed of it,” 
said Cameron, " and no more did Isabel. How on earth did you 
know ? ” 

" I knew it by her eyes tho moment he came into the room,” 
Sybil said contemptuously; "I didn’t want any more instruction. 

It amusos me to watch the little weaknesses of my fellow crea- 
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tures, and I was greatly amused that day when I found her 
out.” 

We must watch your eyes, my sweet Sybil,” Mrs. Seagi’avcs 
exclaimed, one of these days, and we shall read some pretty 
story there, for all your marble coldness and your contempt of 
our poor human weaknesses. But not too soon ; oh, no ! not too 
soon. We can't spare you just yet ; wo want you and the world 
wants you for nobler woi'k than marriage.” 

‘'You all seem to like marriage i)rctty 'well, though,” said 
Cameron. • 

“And you don’t. Captain Cameron, your sister tells me,” 
Sybil said with a smile. “For sliamc not to have made some 
woman happy long ago! Women are only snppo'scd to bo made 
liappy when some lordly man patronises them a Ad holds out his 
hand.” 

“ I am so delighted to hear yon scold .him, my dear Sybil. Oh, 
ho deserves it, and I have often tohl him so. Bam quite ashamed 
of him. Not ashamed really, you know, because Itobert, for a 
man, is not bad at all ; but ashamed that ho hasn’t been married. 
You must look in his eyes and tell n!o what you see thcrc.”^ 

“I shall liave to wear blue si)cctaclos, then,” the Legitimist 
said, not so ill- pi cased with the conversation after all, and think- 
ing Sybil not so ^'cry disagreeable a person as ho had supposed, 

“ And so you found out my sweet Marie by looking in her 
eyes ? ” Mrs. Heagraves went on ecstatically. “ So delightful and 
poetic. Like second-sight, or fortune- telling, or the divining rod, 
or any of these charming things. I do so love superstition, and 
astrology, and alchemy. Oh, yes, alchemy above all things ! 
Don’t you love alchcihy ? 1 don't love it now though quite so 
much as I did : I think it is so ckjluding and bad, very, very bad. 
No, I prefer astrology. You must teach me how to read people’s 
eyes. I shall call it the astrology of the eyes. Won’t that be 
])rcttv — sweetly pretty ? You shall teach mo the astrology of the 

“ Well, that isn’t half a bad phrase,” said Cameron. 

“ One makes sucji mistakes if one doesn’t know. Why, Sybil, 
now that 1 remember, I really thought I saw in your eyes— or 
somebody’s— that my young Japanese friend wjis in love with 
you, I did indeed.” 

” Yes, I knew you did,” Sybil said quietly, “ but I couldn’t 
betray the poor young man’s little secret. I knew he didn’t 
want to have it known, and of course I wasn’t going to put any 
ono on the right track. lie was so very honest that when I 
taxed him with his folly he confessed it all frankly ; and then of 
course I would not betray him for the world.” 

^ Bravo ! ” Cameron exclaimed. Tliat's genuino and honest 
camaraderie, I like that. I didn’t think women were capable of 
that sort of thing.” 
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"Well, you shall teach mo the astrology of the eyes,” said 
IMrs. Seagraves. 

" To begin with, let us see your own eyes, Miss Jansen.” 

“ With pleasure.” 

They were very bright eyes, and Miss Jansen opened them 
slowly and looked steadily in the face of the Legitimist. lie 
read nothing in them. "She's a nice littlo girl,” ho thought, 

" but cold and liard. I shouldn't like to be the young fellow who 
nmrrios her. Tliat's what woman’s rights and such shiff bring 
girls to. It's like a Palais Poyal flower of porcelain to the 
‘ Flower of Dumblane.’ ” 

Ho did not remain long near Sybil after Mrs. Seagraves had 
floated away. Tliq marble hardness of the girl repelled him, 
iilthough sliG Awis far more gracious to him and ])lca.sant with 
liim than was her wont where men wore concerned. Some one 
else came up and spoke. to Sybil, and Cameron drew away, and 
presently left the bouse and went to his club, where ho sat down 
and began a long letter of congratulation to Lady Lisdain and 
another to Christmas Pembroke. The bravo Legitimist was 
almost inclined to bo scntiniental. Ho remembered that pretty 
poetic Nannie I^angdale whom ho used to know — well, perhaps 
a matter of thirty years ago. People used to quiz them both a 
good deal then about each other. Well, well! Who was this 
Nannie got married to ? IIo did know all about it surely, but 
now ho had forgotten. By Jove! Nannie would have married 
liim then if lie had only asked her. Perhaps ho was a little sorry 
now he didn't ask her. Ho hummed a bar or two of “ Oh, Nannie, 
wilt though gang with mo ? ” but it was rather too late now, any- 
how, and probably Nannie was better off as things were ; and 
she presently passed out of hii% mind, which became perplexed 
with the thought of ivhat sort of wedding present ho ought to give 
to Hear Lady Disdain. 

When Sybil Jansen had talked a little to this person and that, 
she too quietly withdrew from the room, and from the house, and 
walked homeward. She felt a certain pride in herself such as the 
Spartan lad might liave feit before tho teetlipf the fox prevailed 
and ho fell and revealed his secret. Sybil had succeeded com- 
pletely in hiding the wound in her bleeding breast. She had 
freed herself fom tho slightest suspicion of having been liurt. 
She could not perhaps have held out much longer, but so far sho 
had succeeded, and she had a right to bo proud. Sho tripped 
along the crowded Sunday streets quite lightly, and many an eye 
glanced as she* passed after that neat figure and that pretty ankle. 
Her heart seemed bursting within her, and she walked so quickly 
because the streets seemed to rock under her and she longqd to 
be safely home. When she got liome she spoke to her. servant 
with unusual softness and s^veetness, and to her mother she was 
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oareful to show tlio gentlest temi)cr and not on any account lo 
make a sliort answer. As the bleeding away of a wound some- 
times changes licrce battle-natures for the time to a fcminin(^ 
gentleness, so Sybil's heavy heart seemed to have reduced to mild- 
ness and docility the impatience and occasional sharpness of au 
t ager, feverish temper. Mrs. Jansen had had a licadache in tlie 
morning, and Sybil asked so kindly and so much about it, and 
oftered such suggestions of remedy and relief, that one might, 
have thought her mother’s hoadadiic was all the girl had to 
trouble her in life. She helped to arrange their modest little 
Sunday dinner and she tried to seem as if she was helping to 
eat it. , 

After dinner she remained a good long tinx) in lior own room. 
Mrs. Jansen did not go to her. She Taicw her cfaughter’s ways 
and weaknesses. She knew that when Sybil vemainodyalono il. 
was better not to disturb licr, and of course all Sybil’s brave little 
play-acting had never deceived licr mother foJ a moment. Her 
(luict watchful eyes had followed every motion of her girl, and 
blic knew that somothiiig, had happened. Eut sho knew better 
than to ask any questions. Sho woufd let the girl alone, a^jd in 
good time Sybil would tell her all. 

That night Sybil liad to speak at a little meeting in some one 
of the secluded, almost subterranean, buildings where on the 
■ Sunday evenings in London minds of an advanced order lay them- 
selves out to instruct the race. Mrs. Jansen was sitting by the 
iirclight without a lamp, when Sybil came quietly in. 

Would you like mo to light the lamp, mamma? ” 

“ If you will, dear,”. 

Well, ill a moiucnt, just.” 

Sybil came and sat by the lice near Iicr mother. Then sho 
laid her hand gently on Mrs. Jansen’s knee, tind the motlicr laid 
her hand over her child’s. Mrs. Jansen know now that Sybil 'was 
going to say something. 

“ jMamma, Mr. Pembroke is going to be marrfed.’t 

This was what Mrs. Jansen had been expecting to hear. 

“Indeed, Sybil ?o To that young Udy?” 

“ To Miss Challoiier — yes.” 

“ But I thought sho was engaged to some onewclso.” 

“ She was— but she— was in love with liim all the time.” 

“ How very strange — how very wrong ! ” 

“ They say sho is giving up everything for him,” Sybil said. 
“ People aro happy who have something to give up.” 

“ 1 hopo sho will make him happy,” Mrs. Jansen said with a 
sigh. “ I liked him very much.” 

“ So did I,” said Sybil. 

Mrs. Jansen put her arm round her daughter’s nock and said 
quietly, “ You will get over this, my darling child : and thi»o 
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are worse things in life— and in love too— than such a disap- 
pointment as yours.” 

“I have hceii crying a gi'cat deal,” Sybil said, '"hut I am 
better now, and I shall try not to think of it any more.” 

“Perhaps you had hotter not go to tlic meeting to-night. 
Perhaps you could not speak ? ” 

“ Oh yes, raarama, I must go. One ought to do any good one 
can. And 1 should only die if I didn’t do soiuothing. I don’t 
mean to be merely a goad-f€<r-iiothing old maid.” 

Sybil Irietl to smile and look as if she were not utterly 
miserable. Her mother might bo excused if she thought that ** 
night tliat fate had deal rather heavily with her and her daughter. 
So pretty a girl too, it seemed (l)ubly cruel of liard fortune to 
lay its icy hand upon tliat pretty young head. Mrs. Jansen 
went with her to her meeting, and w’ondercd at her fervour and 
cloquehco, and clung to'hor and watched her witli eager following 
eyes, as we watch some loved and frail creature whom wo fancy 
dcatli will take from us if once v»o look away. 

Yet perhaps Sybil Jansen is not the least fortunato of all onr 
people. She at least has feoniethiug whicli can never be taken 
from her— an ideal. She has an ideal lover who never can 
change and can only die when she dies, and an ideal married 
life wliich is all unclouded and whicli calamity cannot toucli. 
Of all our people she is henceforward the most secure a^yainst 
disappointment. ]\Iay wc not say too that she lias another 
sweetener of life — not only an ideal love hut an ideal grievance? 
The WTongs of ^vomen will W’akc her sympatliics more than over, 
and into their cause she will throw all the passionate energies of 
her fervid little soul : and bo haiipy oven in her wrath against 
the injustice of the w'orld. For her sake at least let us liopc 
that the suffrage iiftiy not soon be granted to women, that some 
little of man’s tyranny may continue yet awhile to oppress his 
Aveakor companion, so that poor Sybil may have a cause to occupy 
her energios aifd to keep Jior attention distracted from licr oA'/n 
lonely state. Meainvhilo it is known that Sybil has refused many 
apparently eligible yourif^’mcn Avho have supplicated her ; and it 
is generally believed tliat lier sense of the injustices done to her 
sox by the opi»*essor is so keen that she has rogialored a vow 
never to marry Avhilo the least remnant of those grievances still 
remains. If she is to die an old maid, then it is at least under- 
stood that this fate is of her own deliberate choice. So she can 
cherish her ideal love in secret, and keep the fire burning at its 
altar where the breath of change can never blow it out, nor the 
smoko of human weakness or passion obscure its brightness. 



( ) 


ciiAPTEr. xxxrx. 

THROUGH THE GOLDEN GATE TOGETHER. 

When Sir John Cluilloncr returned to J)urowoods ho was not 
surprised to liiid a letter awaiting Uiin from Cliristmas Pembroke 
containing fin earnest request to^be allowed a few minutes* con- 
versation witli him. Sir John could hardly nov; bo surprised at 
any tiling, and he knew what was to come, and had no idea of 
struggling any longer. ITis castle of cards hiul all tumbled down, 
and he knew that it was hopeless to try to build up another of 
the same kind. Perhaps a little compassion, or at least a littlo 
pity, may be s])arcd for him. His ambition and his schfemes had 
not been meaner than those of the average «iiiddlc-class man, 
straining with all a life’s fervour to reach the higher class; anil 
he had been so very near to the fulfilment of his desires ! Now 
that the whole thing was over, he fcspccially dreaded the^opon 
proclamation of the littlo piece of treachery by which ho had 
tried the more suri'ly to compass his ends. Success bought by 
falsehood is not always enjoyable, even to natures more thoroughly 
case-hardened than Cliallonor’s ; but it is cruel indeed when the 
falsehood remains, having fiiilcd to accomplish tho success. 

As Clialloner read over Clirislmas’s letter, and saw that it 
came from Diono Ljle’s house, ho could not help thinking that 
there must occasional^ be a sort of retributive justice in human 
affairs. Some five ana twenty years ago or more he had succeeded 
hy sojnc treacherous devices and stories in separating Christmas 
Pembroke’s father from Diouc Lyle. It had profited him nothing. 
Diono did not marry him, and the time soon edme when he was 
very glad that she did not. Dione never knew Iho worst part of 
Chailoncr’s deceptions, but slio knew that he hftd come bolween 
her lover and her. She forgavo liim afterwards, for she was of a 
sweet, soft, and yiqjdiiig nature, and*she did not know all, and 
he had pleaded for pardon in the name of his youth and of liis 
overmastering love for her. In a strange way, too, she yearned 
a little towards him because he had been young with her, and 
to see him brought back the memory of the dear, brief days of 
her love. As he rose and roso in the world ho still always showed 
himself a devoted friend to her ; and ho was a widower and lonely ; 
and then there grew np tho littlo Mario, whom Dione loved moro 
and more. Tho disappointed woman who had won success and 
found it w’orth little, and quietly quitted the field in timo, lived 
at Durewoods in a sweet melancholy retirement, in a condition 
of dreamy present happiness and memory of the past— almost a 
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scnsuoiTsnoss of tlio soul. As Marie grew, her fresh, vigorous, 
and vivid nature Avas very pleasant companionship, and Dionc, 
Avho called her Dear Lady Disdain, and fancied wrongly that she 
could only inflict and not suffer love, Avas rather glad that the 
girl should bo spared from disappointments. 

Now, behold! — time has come round, and the son of Chal- 
lonor’s old rival has come back from the other cud of the earth, 
and has ruined his plans, and is to carry off his daughter. • In 
liis heart John Challoncr S6lill believed that Diono Lyle had 
brought all this about, for he feared that she know more than 
she actually did, and ho looked upon her as likely to show her- * 
self even yet his enemy. He was wrong, as avc know, but ho 
told himself that she had had the best of it hero, and he respected 
her pcrlia]3s rather the r^^ore because she had won. Now he AA^as 
chiefly anxious to save some wreck of liis old character and 
authority in his daughter's eyes, and not to bo mercilessly ex- 
]iosed to her by Etoiic and by Clmstmas as a deceiver and— what 
other word will serve?— as a liar. 

lie received Christmas with cold urbanity, and listened to 
tlio young man's short, cfear story. 'Then Christmas quielly 
said,* without looking directly at him — 

“ I am afraid you Avill think mo rather blunt. Sir John, in 
my Avay of putting this; but I AA^ant to bo very clear this time. 

1 am afraid I must have made a sad bungle the last lime Avlion 
I told you my stoiy, and led you into a misunderstanding Avhicli 
was near setting us all astray." 

Sir John looked up quickly, and then their eyes met, and no 
doubt the tAVo men quite understood each other. Sir John drew 
a long breath and felt relieved. 

“ I told Mario," Pembroke aaid — Sir John almost started at 
the " Marie " — “ Avhr-t a bungle I must have made of it tho last 
time, and how I was resolved to be clear this time." 

“ Well, Pembroke, you certainly have been clear this time, 
and I thank-you for that.” (Probably tho tAvo again understood 
each other.) “ Now Avhat do you expect me to say to all this ? 
To givo my consent ? I presume Marie and you have given each 
other aAvay Avithout asking me ? ” 

Wo do loyo each other very, very much, and I havo not " 
such bad prospects; and even noAv, Sir John, sho wouldn't be 
quite poor ; I havo some means, and she docs not care to be 
rich. We shouldn't be paupers, you know. I am much better 
off— you havo often told mo yourself— than lots of tho younger 
sons of your aristocracy— and I mean to make my way, and to 
rise.” 

"I needn’t havo any hesitation in saying that this is a, dis- 
appointment to mo,” Sir John said. " You know all that. I had 
different views for my daughter. I haven't a word to say against 
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you personally, rombrokc, but you know— I told you from tlio 
l)c» inning — that ambition and tho world count for something 
with me. I am disappointed — don't deny it.” 

Still, when Mario has not the same kind of ambition her 
feelings ought to count for somctliing.” 

1 think they have been allowed to count for a great deal in 
this instance,” Sir John said, with a smile of melancholy irony. 

I think her feelings have it all their oavii way, Pembroke, i 
am not a man to talk eloquently abr^ut ungrate ful children and 
that sort of thing, but I was \o^y fond of iny daughter, Pem- 
broke, and devoted to licr — and — well, you may have" a daughter 
some day, and devote yourself to her, and ihid after all tiiat — 
well, liiid that you will understand better wlii^t I nican.” 

“ Put Mario is devoted to you— no better and more loving 
daughter ever lived,” tho young man protested v/armly. 

“Yes, yes, of course, we know all Uiat. Si ill, Pembroke, I 
am a little cut np, you perceive. One .can't l\clp it; that’s tlio 
way fathers are maclo. Well, let us pass over all that and come 
to tho more practical question. Is thero anything for mo to 
settle ? ” • • 

“ 1 don't qiiilo understand ” • 

“ No. AVell, i’ll make it plain. Have you and my daughter 
already arranged all the details of your future life ? 

“ Oh no. She wouldn’t think of such a thing without con- 
sulting you, oven if I had wished her to do so— which I never 
did.” 

“ TIo w considerate you young people are,” Sir John said, with 
the smile of melancholy irony again, “when once you have 
settled the main iioini? to your own satisfaction ! Well, then, 
really I think you had better car^y out your original plan. Pern- 
Iwokc, in tho lirst instance. Go to Japan and sco what you can 
do to set up a house there. Let it be in connection with ours. 
I wish that. Stay there for a while, a year say, and come back 
llion. This thing will all have been forgotten byiiliat time. * Lot 
mo SCO — what with going out and coming back and all, a year 
and a half will have passed. That will do. The people wo 
know in London udlrtiave forgotten by that time that I ever had 
a daughter ! Come, what do you think of that ? ” 

“A year and a half is a very long time— a terribly long time,” 
said Christmas, with a gloom-stricken face. “ Why, it’s like a 
life banishment. One might die in tho mean time. But you have 
met mo fairly, I must say, and I pledged my w^ord to Marie that 
I would try to do anytliing you asked.” 

" I am very much obliged to Marie. But I don’t think you 
quite understand me, Pembroke — you clearly don't mean what I 
mean. I don't want you to go into banishment, as you call it, 
alone.” 
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" oil ! ” Christmas exclaimed, dclij^litcdly, and blushing like 
a boy. 

“ No. Take Mario with you— -I dare say she would go.” 

Oh yes,” the lover declared, with fullest confidence. 

“Yes. 1 suppose so. Very well; take her with you. My 
good Pembroke, how do you think my daughter and I could get 
on together all that time? I mean after what has passed. No, 
mo ; the best chance for all of us is to break up our little camp and 
go ditferent ways. AVhen meet again we shall meet on a new 
fooling, and pcrliajis we shall ^llicn be better reconciled to each 
other, and T shall have forgotten all this, and shall be glad to • 
welcome iMario on any terms. ’Will that do ? ” 

“It will do for me, 8ir John, and 1 think I can speak for 
licr.” . , 

“No doubt, no doubt. But we’ll make that certain. Wc’ll 
ask her.” 

Sir John touched a, bell and bade a servant, tell ]\Iiss Chal- 
loncr tlut her failior wislicd to see her in the library. 

“ liFoanwhile,” Sir Jolm said, — “and not to liring girls into 

money matters — Marie, of •course, sliali liavo her fortune ” 

Not if I can prevail upon lier,” Christmas said, onevgctic- 
ally. “ Not one sixpence, Sir John —and 1 know’ I can spcalc for 
her in that. No one on earth shall say that 1 married Marie 
Challoner for money.” 

“ My good fellow, how is every one on earlli to know that you 
and she have not got tlio money? Every one on earth can’t 
look at your acconnl in the bank.” 

“Anyhow, Sir John, yoa shall know it,” Christmas said 
bluntly. 

“1 never thought you wiji’o looking after her money. I 
know how little your father cared about money ; how little he 
had of wliat peojdc in tlic world would call wisdom. Tint wo 
may put that aside for the present. I shall only insist upon 
your resuming, your relations with our house, and you shall rise 
there as fa^t as you can. To tell the honest truth, Pembroke, I 
shall be glad to have my son-in-law in ^ho house. And yon 
know I always thought highly of you in business. For my 
daughter’s sake you will make yourself valuable, I know: and 
you will rise — you will riso. Como, that’s settled, at least— your 
fierce indciicndcnco won’t object to that ? ” 

“ I am only too grateful,” Christmas said, “ and I’ll try to 
show that I am.” 

“ Well that, you know, is as much for my interest as yours. 
I must push my son-in-law ; and your being in the house is the 
one part of the arrangement tliat I like. You arc not offended 
at my frankness, I hope ? Ah, here comes Marie.” 
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Ono cvonin^ in tlio early summer, some months after this, 
Biono Lyle was in lier balcony, seated in her usual hxsliion witJi 
her side to its railings, on the uj^per bar of which she laid her 
arm, and looking tlirongh the delicate green of the young leaves 
across to where the sun was sinking in the sea. The weather 
► was mild as yet, with only a gentle foretaste of summer heat, and 
the sky was of pale blue, with a silvery tone towtards the horizon, 
VI id tlic moon and sun could bo seen at once in the heavens;* 
Old Merlin was doing some w’ork ig the garden below, among 
the roses from which Marie had gathered on the evening when 
•she was leaving Dnrewoods for her first London season : and he 
looked up and pointed to tlio sun and moon, and said something 
with his abundant gesticulation about the Jbeautiful evening 
and ilie coming summer. • • 

“ Lilt I sliall be lonely this summer, ISrcrlin.** 

No, no — nonc-lonc,” IMerliu sai<l, i>;iiising in his ^ork to 
make earnest and cnergotic remonstrance. % > 

Janet is to be married, you sec, and I must ha^ a new 
maid ; and !Miss Marie is married, and Mr. Cliristmas ; and they 
are gone away — to the otltcr end of tlfo world, yon know.” 

j\liss Lcel none- lone,” ]\rcrlin still protested, smiting his 
breast with his wrinkled brown hand, ‘'No, no — Merlin not 
married, ^lerlin not gone to other world (he had not quite caught 
her words), Merlin ahvays stay witli Miss Leol 1 No, no — none- 
lone — none-lonc ! ” 

And he turned to his work again, still occasionally smiting 
liis breast, and repeating to himself his reassuring formula. 

Miss Lyle smiled good-humouredly, but seemed a little 
melancholy nevei'thclesk. 

“ I wonder where they arc nojv,” she said to licrsclf. “ They 
were to have saileil before this. Well, it is just the sort of eveuf 
ing to begin sailing out into a now life.” 

Her thon gilts began to -wander back into the past, wherein 
now she lived so much. She remembered swool calm evenings 
like this long ago, and the loves that seemed inseliaraTdc, and the 
hopes that were so b^’igbt and died so noon. She thought of the 
young lovers who were sailing away, and was gladdened amid all 
her memories. 

“ I am glad I made them promise mo thatt” she thought. 
“ l^oy will always keep this place when I have left it ; and they 
will sit in this balcony — and I do think that I shall somehow 
see them,” 

Wliilo the sun and moon together were thus looking down 
upon the waters of the bay at Durewoods, and trying to peep 
into Jilie little hollow among the trees on the hill side, and throw- 
ing a gleam of soft, sanctifying light over the small churchyard 
above the village where poor Nat Cramp was lying, a girl looked 
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out of a window in tlio Wcsl Centre of London — a pale girl with 
bright eyes. There was not much to be seen below but ])ave- 
ment and bustling passengers, and the roofs of luggago-ladeii 
cabs hurrying to railway stations. So Sybil Jansen naturally 
looked to the evcniiig sky where tho sun and moon wore visible 
together. 

I wonder where lie and She arc now,” she thought. 

• She looked into the sky a good while longer, only thinking 
about him and lier, and wly3rc they were, anti how hapj^y tliey 
must be, and how sad life vas to some, and all other such 
thoughts as almost every hapi^y love-union must fill some breast • 
with, until she heard tho voice of her mother calling licr, and 
then slic dreC/ qujctly back into her room and showed hor.soU' 
cheerful, and only at times hung over little deep dark pools of 
silent tliought, wherein she saw not her own imago, but only 
'' him apd her.” 

Meanwhile the Cuiifird steamer for New York had cleared 
tho bur at the moutli of tho Mersey, and was leaving the long, 
low-lying Lancashire shore on tho one side and tho sand-hills 
and reddish projecting rocks and soft broad beach ^f New 
Brighton on the other. Tho vessel was tlirobbing tbrough the 
great waters out to sea, and the sea seemed only more tremulous 
than the sky — not less quiet. 

Marie and Christmas Pembroke had come from the saloon 
and paced from tho stern quite up to tho bow of the steamer, to 
be free of other passengers for tbe moment, and to look out over 
the water through whicii they were cleaving their way. They 
were silent for a while with tho very fulness of their content. 

•'Tin's is an evening to begin a voydge,” Christmas said at 
last in a low tone. , 

“ See — the sun ffmd moon together in the sky ! ” Marie said. 
“1 wonder is that a good omen at the beginning of a voyage? 

I hope it is.” 

" Everythinjr must bo a good omen to me,” said Christmas. 

“ You arc all the good omens in yourself.” 

" I wonder is Miss Lyfc in her balcony jiow, looking at that 
lovely sky, and does she think of us ? How selfish we arc in our 
happiness! I should like to know that IMiss Lyle was il linking 
of us now, and her to know, Chris, that we were tliinking of 
her.” 

“She will believe that of us, I am sure, and she is so kind- 
hearted and sympathetic I think she wouldn't grudge us a liltlo 
forgetfulness of everything but ourselves just for tho moment. 
I know she would not blame mo, for I only feel still as if I had 
carried you oif somehow, and as if somebody or other niight^still 
come up to claim you. I can't realise it all yet. When wo are 
far out at sea then I shall be^n to believe that 1 have you safe ! 
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Tlicn wc shall w’alk the deck of nii^hts, and talk of her and of 
the people and the places we have left behind.” 

Is it not happy that ^\c parted from my father on such fi;ood 
terms, and that lie is satisfied ? Is he not very kind, Chris ? ” 

She said this a litllc eagerly, for she v.'anted to bo reassured 
about her father, and to liavo his broken image put togotlicr 
again as much as possible, now that she had had her own 'way 
and was so hapiw. Christmas did not fail to reassure hc». 
Then, as was natural, they fell to talking of themselves again, 
and their liappincss, and tlicir pi^jpiSpccts. 

, "‘I can hardly believe tl:at we are going all across America, 

you and T togetlier,” Idaric said. If you knew 'wliat a sick, sad 
heart 1 liad when 1 made tliat journey before! it seems won- 
dcr‘'nl to mo now, but 1 did not know then# why I ^as so 
wrotclicd.” * 

*^Oiirs seems a wonderful story to me. So wonderfr 
still ask myself— crai it be true? The oilier cjjiy 1 wasm^g^}(l^ 
in ihe very depths of despair, and now f am in a dream if 
ness.” 

" And wo are going off together to a great holiday in a vrou- 
dorful new’ world, you and 1 alone, and we arc to travel together, 
and live together, and come back together.” 

** And wo shall stand, you and I together,” said Christmas, 
“ on the shore at »Saucelito and look on San Trancisco Bay, and 
think of Dure woods there.” 

“ Yes,” Jdarie added, amt 'wt shall pass, you and I togotlicr, 
as we are now, through tlic Golden Gate ! ” 


TUB END. 
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